A Continuance of “Macedonian Call”

To be carnally minded is death, but to be
SPIRITUALLY wminded is life and peace.

—Romans 8:6

(all

Walk worthy of the vocation (calling)
wherewith ye are CALLED.
—Ephesians 4:1
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Yes, Jesus is Coming Again,

To Reward the Righteous

And Punish the Wicked
{Eighth in a Series)

UNBELIEVERS TRIED TO THROW JESUS OVER A
PRECIPICE

I, “Partakers of Christ’s Sufferings . . . when s
Glory shall be revealed . . . glad . . . with exceeding
"0‘\-.,’

*Reloved. think it not strange concerning the fiery
trinl which is to try vou. as though some steange
thing happened unto vou. ful rejoice, inasimuch as
ye are parfakers of Christ's sufferings: that when
his glory shall be revealed, ye inay be glad al<o with
" XNCEEDING JOY. If ye be reproached for the
name of Clivist, hoppy arve ge"—1 Petor 4:12-146,

Jesus was brought up in Nazaveth, There his father worked
at the carpenter’s trade, and there he did the same, The
peaple knew him. But he went elsewhers and taught and
worked mirneles, and his townspeopie did not helieve much
in him. One day he rend the seriptures in the svnagogue
aml showed them that what he read refereed to himself.
bt their unhelief was so great that they rushed him to the
hrow of & hill to cast him down and kill him. but using the
power God had given him. he passel through their midst
and went his way.

Often the followers of Jesus may do nothing more than
Tesus did—read and explain the Scriptures. amd many will
not beliove and would throw the speaker over a precipiee
i they had a gool chance. People do not want to hear the
truth, it seems, They wish the good words and tair speeches,
But Christ said to his brethren, “The world cannot hate
vou, hut me it hateth beeause 1 testify of it that the works
thereof are ovil.” One may lead a quiet Christian life, and
not try to seatter the word to others, and not receive much
wrseention s but when you cross peaple’s path. then they
Hien agminst vou with a vengeance, Rut if we are partakers
ol Christ’s sufferings, when he appears we shall he glad with
veeeding jov.

THEY CRITLCIZED JESUS RECAUSE HE DIDN'T

HAVE A “COLLEGE DEGREE”

One time when Jesus was telling the people the truth,
and they could not help sce that it was the truth. thev
vxelnimed. How does this man sy these things, not knowing
ietters, mever having gone te our schoals—in madern lan-
ruage—having no college degree,
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Today the world is ermzy on “degrees™ from  colleges,
Among the educated classes, one iz not considered anvthing
unless he has such a degree. \ school teacher is paid accord-
ing to the degrees he or she has, and not really according
to the ability to bring out truth to students. Some who have
the greatest number of degrees are dumbbells in respect to
imparting it to others. It is even so in religion. The one
who has the greatest number of degrees gets the higgest and
best paving jobs mmong churches in the denominational workd.
vet often it is the ane who knows his Bible and gots close to the
people who saves the most souls: he does more than a half
a dozen with their Reverends, Doctor of Divinity, Rabbi,
Father, Ph.D), Nearly evervthing worth knowing iz in books,
and many of the greatest wmen in the world were self-made,
and never went to eollege, Recently T heard about one of
these “degree” preachers who delivered discourses in “two
places from which 1 received information: and the hearers
did not appreciate the mlks at alll, becanse there was- too
much of hiz degrees in his speeches and ot enongh ol the
Word of God, OF vourse, 1 vertain amount of wiueation is
Necesatry to sty aright the Rible to explain to others:
but with the different translations we have teday, we can
arrive very closely to the original thonght of inspiration. Lot
them make fun of vou heeanse von do not have any degrees
or have a= much education as thev, for they trested the
Savior the same wav, IT ve be reproached for the name of
Christ. happy are ve.

TUHE BLASPHEMY MGAINST THE ROLY GHORT

There has been wmueh diseussion as to what this sin i~
which will never be forgiven, Jesus dast ont devils and the
stubborn, jealous Jews charged that he did it by the power
of Beelzebah, the prince of devilsc Now, they knew bevond’
a doubt. that such statement was not irue. Jesus shows
the Nimsiness of their criticism, He shows that then he was
easting out the devil by the devil’s power itsell. and henee
it was a house divided against itsell and would fall. Then
he dilds that such sin as theiss woull unever be forgiven,
*Reeause they saidd he hath an anclean spirvit,”™ Mark 3:80,
li was not unbelief. nor something they did, but something
they =bl. They charged to the devil that which they could
see bevond a doubt was the work of God, but they were so
jealous of the rising influenee of Jesus that they weree deter-
mined to break him down,

If one ean commit the sin against the Holy Ghost todayy
it is probably done when one seex the truth, and then in
atder to hold his prestige he will charge his rebukers with
the spirit or work of the devil for presenting that which
he knows iz the truth, 1 tell vou, friends—one must b
honest if he is going to be saved, “For thiz cause God shall
send them a strong delusion that they may believe a lie,
that they all might be damued whoe believed nut the truth,
but haul pleasure in unrighteousness.™ So, don’t be surprised,
beloved. if you are sometime chargel with being in cahoots
with the devil simply because you present truth.
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THEY CRITICIZED JESUS FOR FORGIVING SINS

OF course; we cannot forgive sins, but we can teach God’s
method of forgiveness. Roman Catholics say Christ gave
keys to Peter that whatsoever he should bind on earth should
be houned in heaven, and that whatsoever he should loose
on earth should be loosed in heaven, und that this power
has been handed dowu to the priest today. But this sume
power was given to all the othep apostles! “And when he
had said this, he breathed on THEM, and saith unto THEM,
Whose soever sins ye remil, they are remilted unio lhem:
and whose soever sins ye relain, .they are retained” (John
¥0:22, 23). But Peter was given the kevs of Kingdom,
to be the first one to open the doors of the Kingdom to
the werld,  He was the one who opened the doors on the
Day of P’entecost, to the Jews, and opened the doors at the
house of Corveligs to the Gentiles,  (See \ets 1 and 10,)
AR the power the apostles had in respect of forgiving sins
luy in the inspiyed word which God gave them to speak.

We db not hdve power today to forgive sins, but we can
tell what is necessary to salvation from our sins as alien
sinners, Jesus said, “Except & man be born of water and
the spirit he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God”: and
Peter suid on the day of Pentecost, “Repent and be baptized
every one of vou, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remiseion of sing” (John 3:3. Acts 2:38). Also, we are
commatdded to helieve and to confess with the mouth the
Lord Jesus. We vannot stop with any one of these conditions
of forgiveness, as so many deriominational people do, but
mus! take fhem all. \nd yvet some people will say, “Oh,
that’s Campbellism”. They know that is just what the word
suysy nnd it may be that that sectavian spirit comes very
near, if persisted i, being the sin aguinst the Holy Ghost,
We must he honest il we are ever saved,

JESUS MARVELLED \T THEIR UNBELIEF

lle canie unto his own people, and his own received him
not, He brought the simple truth to them, and vet they
would not believe, so that he marvelled at it. It was the
ambitious, jealous, stubborn leaders who swaved the people.
and rised persecution against Jesus, for the common people
hatl henrd him gladly.

So now it is entrenched preachers, pastors, elders, hishops,
deacons who are stubbornly standing in unbelief in order to
retain their helil on the people. You can present nothing
but the seriptirez to some of these leaders, and they will
deliberately turn it down. And peopie in general are getting
the same spirit. We are not today disciples. learners, of
anything which will hinder us in following the lusts of the
tlesh, the lusts of the eyes, and the pride of life, Talking
to n young man on a bus the other day. he said that evervone
knows just what is right in his owa cstimation, and one
vannot give them any new thought. He evidently had heen
having some experiences. We do not. need to accept what
another says. unless it iz the truth: but if we are wise for
time and eternity, we will be disciples, learners, in every-
thing. “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
vou free” If we are partakers of Uhrist’s sufferings, we shall
he glad with exceeding jov_when he comes again,

TIIEY ALL FORSOOK JESUS

When Jesus wag feeding and healing the multitudes, he
had great crowds following him, for they were after the
loaves aml fishes, and the relief from bodily pain. Rut as
the plota agningt Jesus hecame more and stronger, the crowds
dropped off, The closer he came to the crosg, the fewer were
his (‘im-iplm. sJerug- told cven hiz apostles that they would
forsnke him, but Peter boldly affirmed that Ae would net,
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though he denied him soon afterward. Some of the disciples
followed afar off. When he was crucified, he was alone. That
he might endure as no one else had, even God seemed t.
forsake him, so that Jesus cried, “My God, my God, wh:
hast thou forsaken me,”

When we follow Jesus closely, not “afar off”, we mav
expect about the same treatment from men, So we shoull
not think it a strange thing that they should treat us tha
way. The servant is not above his lord. nor the discipl.
above his teacher.

When the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thievi.
crucified with him. they marveled when thev came to Jesu-
that he was already dead. He died sooner than one woul:l
under normal circomstance. It was not the umils alone i
his hands and feet that killed Jesus. /e diad of a brokes
heari—because of the unbelief and constant criticism anl
utter. lack of sympathy and pity and comfort even amony
those who professed to be.friends of truth. Here is the

Psalm which says so (69:20)—"Reproach kath broken my.

heart; 1 am full of heuviness: and 1 looked for some tn
take pity, dul there was none: and for comforters, duf /
found none.” i

Oh, how easy it is to sing, “I will follow Jesus, anywher..
evervwhere, I will follow on.” but oh, what a different thiny
to do it! We quail when we come to the test—when the finger
of scorn is pointed at us because we contend for the simple
teachings of Jesus against the doctrine of men and agains
the ungodliness of the world.

But oh, what comforting promises, “Rejoice, innsmuch
as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings: that, when his
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with EXCEED-
ING joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy
ure ye."—D. A. Sommer

Is the “Eleventh Hour,” “Death-Bed
Repentence™?

Jesus in his teaching often spoke in parables, or referrw
to common evervday practices in order to illustrate his
lesson, and make it all the more impressive. .

In the twentieth chapter of Matthew we have it recorde!
that he said that the kingdom of heaven wag like unto
man who went out early in the morning to hire laborers
into his vinevard. Those whom he hired first in the morning.
he agreed to give a penny for the day’s work. He went out
and hired others at the “third hour, and again at the sixth
and ninth hours: these he told that he would pay them
whatever was right. Finally he found some who were still
idle at the cleventh hour; he asked why they had stood idle
all day: they replied, because no one had hired them: these
he also sent into his vineyard to work, and assured them
that they would receive such wages as was right.

In order to rightly understand this parable, we must know
how time was recorded at_that time. The day was divided
into twelve parts or hours, the third hour would correspond
to our nine o’clock i the morning, the sixth to twelve, or
noon, the ninth to three o’clock in the afterndon, and, the
eleventh hour would be the same as five o’dock, nearly the
close of the day.

In making the application of this parable, which Jesus
said was an illustration of the kingdom of heaven, the vine-
vard would represent the portion of our lives we spend in
working for the Lord after we have accepted his call, and
have complied with the terms of salvation which he has

iven. The penny which the man agreed to pay, represents
ghe reward of heaven and eternal life, that God promise<
to those who will believe and obey him.
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Those who were hired early in the morning. are those who
awvept the gospel early in life: and those hired at the third.
axth, and uwinth hours are the cues whe aceept the gospel
at various periods in life. While those who went into the
vinevard ut the eleventh hour, may be likened to the persons
who accept the gospel in old age or the latter part of their
lives,

When even came, amd the lord of the vinevand paid
the workers, he paid those hired at 4he eleventh hour ftirst.
giving them a penny the same as he had agreed to pay
those whom he had hired early in the morning. )

This proves to us that God promises to give pardon and
cternul life to all who will acvept and obev him, whether
they do so early in life, or middle life. or in old age.

One may be tempted to say. If that is the case. then |
«an wait until I am not so busy and may have more time
later in life to devgte to the work of the lLord.

Iz that reasoning sound * By no means, Notiee the illus-
tration, those who Began work at the thinl. sixth, and ninth
hours, did so at the first opportunity thev had. Even those
who had stood around all day until the eleventh hour went
to work as soon as thev were called.

Some reason that the eleventh hour represents “death-bwsl
repentance”, that if one repents and aveepts the Savier,
oven when dying, that thev will be waved, Such an inter-
pretation of the Savior’s illustration is altogether wrong.
To mnke such an application of the parable. one must divide
hix life into twelve periods, and these periads, or hours,
vannot e the same length of time for cvervone, Nome die
in their vouth, some in middle age, while some live to old
age, hence what might be the cleventh hour for one, might
Le bhut the sixth hour for another.  No, there ix nothiny in
this parable whereby one can excuse himself for procrastina.
tion in obeving the gospel. No one knows how soon the
angel of death will tap him and say. Come! When that
happens, the eleventh hour haz past and it is then foo late,
The admonition is, Tu-day if vou will lear his voice, harden
not vour hearts.

Jesus said that many are called. but foew chosen, So we
must accept the cull vow, while we may, before it 1= teoa late
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this
the judgment: So Christ was once offered to hear the sins
of many: and unte them that look for him <hall he appear
the second time without sin unte sulvation (Heh, 927, 28),

Oh! that we might all say with the apostle Paul, 1 have
fought a good fight, 1 have finished my course. 1 have kept
the faith: Henceforth there i latd up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord. the rvighteous judge. shall
#ive me at that day: and net to me only. but unto all them

also that love his appearing (2 Tim, £330 —Fred DL Weed

The New Testament Church

Having noticed foundation amd origin of the chureh in
u previous article, | wish to notice something of the orguniza-
tion of the church in this, Any church that is not right in
origin, organization. name, doctrine and practice is not the
church of Christ. The Loni told us the kind of officers that
<hould be in the church, gve us the qualitications they shouhl
have and gave us their functions. We vannot change the
functions or muthority of these offivers any more than we
vin change their qualifieations. The only officials in the
church is the Elders {Rishops) and Deacons. Their quali-
fications are found in | Tim. 3: aml Titus L 1 do not
propose to notive all these- qualifications, One of them is he
mav pot e a novice, new convert.  That might cause him
to be lifted up with pride and result in him falling. But
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that is not the only reason. \n elder should be a man of
mature judgment and experience, so that he will kuow how
to rule with justice and in barmony with God’s law, There
is a doctrine in the world that the authority of the elder
i* supreme in the congregation. This is wrong, The supreme
authority is Christ. He has no authority cutside what ix
given him by Christ. He must not be seli-willed, soon angry.
cte. But he MUST be sober. JUST. holy. temperate, ote,

It would seem from Aets 6: that the dencons are to look
after the temporal affuirs of the: church,

Sonie have concludet the evangelist was un oflicer in the
church. 1 do not agree. The evangelist is a servant of the
church. .

I recently read an article in which the writer claimed
there were 1o elders in the church today, except in an atlivial
capacity, none personally. This man has failed to study hjs
Bible as he should. God would not have given the gualitica-
tions of elders if he did not mean for us to have them.” B
I will agree that some men get into the eldership that shoukd
not be there, For that reason the greatest of eare should bhe
taken in the appointment of elders, for it ix much casier
to get the wrong man in the office than it ix to get him
out anun. amd he may o much harm before you get him
ant,

How should they be appointed ¥ The congregation knows
the members better than anyvone else. Therefore the Lord
suid “lLook ve out from among vourselves,” Thus the con-
gregmtion selects the man and suggests his e o the
evvangelist and the evangelist at the behest of the congrega-
tion appeints the elder. Tit. 1:5. But for an evangelist to
w0 into a congregation and attempt to appoint an elder in
the arbitrury manner that some have done iz as unseriptural
as for an elder to appoint a man to that oftice over the protest
of other members of the congremation.

Each indivaibual member of the church has his responsi-
hility and work to do, thus we all become workers together
with God. It every wmemlser of the chuech will do the work
he is capable of doing, there will be no timg left for dis-.
putings over authoritv. When we are all converted to Christ
his authority i all we will be intevested in. Then our inthaenee
aml our anthority will net bother us, Tor if we are living
right and working. our influence will take care of itselt and
we will have no cause to worry about who has the greater
authority, Our interest will be'in the chureh.—1. A, Collins

The Divine Plan
“Now faith is the substanice of things hoped for. the
evitlenee of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained
a goul report. Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God. =0 that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”™
—Heb, 11:1-3
This divine definition of faith ix introduesd in connection
with itz application to our conception of Gaod. the devotion
that we owe unto him. and the hope that we have in him.
The apostie has just exhorted that we showdd not east away
our confidence, “which hath great recompence of réward.”
that “the just ghall live by faith.,” and that true Christinns
“helieve to the saving of the soul™ See chapter 10:33-39,
Chapter eleven reeords a list of great examples of Gaith, and
nestled rvight in the midst of all these examples‘is the follow-
g important declaration: “But without faith it is im-
possible 1o please him: for he that cometh to God must
helieve that he is. amd that he ix a rewarder of them that
diligently seck him.” (Verse 6.) .
“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed




Page Four

SPIRITUAL CALL

Published Io‘ilg by

D, A. SOM %
918 Avenue
INDIAN LIS, IND.

Subacription Rate
1 New subscription for a year, $1.80 each—Old, $1.28 each.
5 New subscriptions, 78¢ each—$3.75
3 Old subscriptions or more, $1.00 sach—3$5.00
10 New subscriptions,”50c¢ each—3$5.00
23 copies to ONE address for a year—§10.00

Entered as second class matter May 1, 1936, at the post office at
Indianapolia, Indiana, under the Act of March 8, 1879,

by the word of God,” Heb. 11:3, and from this we learn
that faith looks back to the wonderful works of God, as well
as forward to the fulfillment of his great promises. Indeed,
we are ussured {of a fulfillment of every divine promise by a
clear record of liod’s omnipotence. “For the invisible things
of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, heing
unlerstood by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead,” Rom. 1:20. “The heavens declare the
glory of God; und the firmament sheweth his handywork.
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth

knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their

voice is not heard.” Psa. 19:1-3. Here is evidence of God’s
glory and power, declared and understood by all the peoples
of earth. A4 surely as the heavens envelope the earth, just
that surely is God’s glorv and power declared to all men.
And just as surely as he has created the universe, and pro-
vided for the temporal needs of man, just that surely will
he fulfill all of hix promises concerning the spiritual realm.
See Aets 14:15-17; 2 Det, 3:13. .

Intermingled. or vombined with the thoughts that God
has “spoken unto us by his Son,” that he has “by himself
purged our sing,” and that he is now sitting “on the right
hand of the Majesty on high.” are the statements of facts
that it was by him “also that he made the worlds;” and that
all things are upheld “by the word of his power.” See
Heb, 1:1-3. The wonl of God repeatedly and consistently
vombines that which may be seen of the works of GGod with
those things which must be accepted by faith. This is the
approach that John makes to this important subject, when
he speaks of the beginning—ussocintes the Son of God with
the creation, merges into the spiritual realm, and arrives at
a olimax in the following declaration: “No man hath seen
Giod at any time: the only begotten Son, which is in the

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” See John 1:1-18, .

This same apostle uses similar rengoning in 1 John 1.

Paul speaks of our lLord az “the image of the invisible
God, the firsthorn of every creature:” that, “all things were
created by him, and for him > and, in this manner he intro-
luces hiz zupremacy us “the head of the body, the church:”
See Col. 1:15-18, The whole picture, including the ercation
of all things, “that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
vigible and invisible, whether they he thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers,” and becoming “the head of the
heuly, the church.” is summed up in the following declara-
tion: “For it pleasm| the Father that in him should all
fuliness dwell.,” Verze 19.

Our lord holds his just place in the universe, and the
result = heauty and harmony. 'The glory of God is declared
theotichotit the earth in all Ianguages. All men stand in
admiration, if not in awe, of the glorious work of (lod, and
it may just as well be true in “The Church of Christ.” He
is the builder of thaut divine institution; Matt, 16:18, He
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is the head of it, Col. 1:18, Eph, 1:22-23; and it is in the
church that he should receive the glory of which he is trulv
worthy. Eph. 3:20-21. Indeed, his church is to be a “gloricus
churci” (Eph. 5:25-27). :

As we lose ourselves in a study of the divine plan, we give
thanks for the. privilege enjoyed by the people of God t.
“sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6).
We recognize the church as a divine-creation, Eph. 2:10, an
accept no controlling authority but that of the creator. W«
krow that we must how to his holy will in order to be u
part of that divine creation. “The simplicity that is in
Christ,” 2 Cor. 11:3, is beautiful to the true child of Godl.
for he knows that it is there that he finds his maker. The
noise and glitter of g perishing world, fade and become dim
while we walk in “the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,”
“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of dark-
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ,”
See 2 Cor. 4:4-6.—Fred W. Fenton

Back to the Fold

"T'was a sheep not u lamb that strayed away,
In the parable Jesus told;

A grown up sheep, that had gone astray
From the ninety and nine in the fold.

Out on the hillside, out in the cold,
"T'was a sheep the good Shepherd sought
And back to the flock, safe in the fold,
"T'was a sheep the good Shepherd brought.

And why. for the sheep should we earnestly long,
And as earnestly hope and pray?

Because there is danger if they go wrong
They will lead the lambs astray.

For the lambs will follow the sheep you know,
Wherever the sheep may stray, |

When the sheep go wrong it will not be long
Till the lambs ure as wrong as they.

Amd so with the sheep we earnestly plead
For the sake of the lambs today,

If the lambs are lost what a lerrible cosl
Some sheep will have lo pay.
: ' —Unknown

Be "Unmovable”

“Be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord; for as much as ye know that your labor
is not in vain in the Lord.”==I Cor. 15:58
“The next word is unmoveable.” That means someone who-
is not subject to external influences: one who is not driven.
or carried, about by every wind of doctrine, driven by the
wind, and tossed, Were youever in the desert, our American
deserts—Arixona, for instance” Yonder is a bit of stuff like
heather. Tt has a little life in it. It is superficiatly rooted in
the sand. It draws a little nourishment, I don’t know how.
that it lives on. Then a strong breeze comes up, and picks
it up, and rolls it along the desert sands. The breeze dies
down, and it stops. Then it puts out its roots, and stays there
till the next breeze comes along. Then it goes traveling on
again,
There are some people like that, always on the move.
always transplanting themselves. They are not unmoveable:
they are always running after some new thing, like the
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\thenians, who “spent their time in nothing else but either
to tell or to hear some new thing.”

\ certain young man, associated with mie #me vears ngo.
n very fine fellow, but very emotional, came to me one dav.
and said, “Doctor, I just heard the most wonderful man I
ever heard in my life. He is an extraordinary character, What
lie has done is simply wonderful.” I said, “Tell me sbout
him.” He told me of the exploits of this murvellous man he
had just heard. 1 said, *I1 used to think the Apostle P'aul
was 4 bit of a man, but this man must exen have ontelnssed
Paul. He would be a tyro compared with this fellow.” “Oh,
but he is a wonder. T wish you could hear him.” 1 said. “1
don’t know whether | shall have opportunity or not.  But. by

the way, who told vou all this*” Ile smiled, and he said. “1 -

never thought of that: he told us himself.,” T said, *Yex”
I'ime proved the man to be far the otherwise than he had
represented himself to be,

There are many peopledike that, who are carried away hy
the last thing they heat. You have heard the saving. “He
always reflects the opinign of the last person who pulled his
enr”—one thing today, something else tomorrow. a volling
stone that gathers no mess, a bit of heather in the desert
that rever is rooted and grounded anvwhere,

But if the gospel be true, what more do vou want* If vou
are now in Christ, and vou have come to know the truth—
then stay there. Be “unmoveable”: stand up against all the
winds that blow.

It is an inspiration to find people unmoveabie,

A lot of strange things passed through my mind when
I returned to Toronto recently. I came down Jarvis Nt
und I stood outside, and looked up. awmd 1 said, I have
been in the air for forty thousand miles, or thereabouts, all
round the world, but there is the old church still standing
Just as 1 left it. It has not moved since 1 have beerr away,”
And I said, “Thank the Lord. 1 know a lot of people inside
just like the building. They have not run away: thev have
not fallen from their own stendfastness: They are “steadfast,
unmoveable.”—Christian Beacon

You Can Use the War to Testify for Christ

Often Christians would like to sayv o word for Christ, but
do not know just how to begin, Well, evervone wishes to talk
about the war, and that makez a good place to begine The
icture is dark, and the fight against atheistiv Communism
mav continue for many, very many vears yel. possibly till
the end of time. One eun then sav a fow words about the
Coming of Jesus, und emphasize a few seriptures he has
memorized. But, in faet, one needs to rewd and stwdy much
on the question. From then on. the =ailing will be casier.

If the parties seem interested, tell them yvou will send them
some literature on that subject, il they desive. We can still
sened all the series in this paper on. *Yes, Jesus 1s Coming
Again” except January, We are trving to consider erery
scriplure on that subject, in the serics which will probahly
vontinue well into, if not through, next vear, Voua cun now
send the puper for a yenr lo NEW readers, in lisix of TEN
womes for only five dollurs. ... We now have several hundred
new pames, and if our new readers are interested in this
sevies, (amd I do hope you are, for vour salvation depends
on vour heing interested in Goll’s Word ), and wish to send
to vour friends, why not list TEN er mare of them aml xend
the paper a vear. and try to bring or hold them to the groatest
thing in the world—the salvation of their souls® Shall we
hear from you SOON ¥ The good reading weather ix right
lere now, ‘ '

Page Five

| “Begin All Over Again in an Apostolic‘
w qll

Note carefully the following in TIME Magazine of a few
weeks ago—

The pews are hard in London’s Westminister Chapel,
but the facts faced there lust week by 3,000 delegates to
the Annual Assembly of the Congregational Union of
England and Wales were even harder. Congregationalism,
they were told, had declined by 100,000 members in the
pust 20 years—a third of the total membership. If church
reports winnowed out innctive members more strictly. the
official membership figure of 240,000 might be even lower.*

To the shocked flock before him, Assembly Chairman Dr.
Lovell Cocks, S6-vear-old principal of Bristol's Western
College. delivered » sizeling fight talk: “Can faith as
halting as ours outrun the fierce dynumism of the Marxist
creed ¥ Can we hope to beat the Communists until Chris-
tians know their stuff as well as the Commuuistz know
theirs ¥ "Till we do. the Communists need not be afraid of
us,

Big, ill-attended churches, cried Cocks, are bonds of
bricks and mortar, crippling to little fellowships. “These
lellowships have come to believe that the cause of the
kingdom means keeping these buildings going, and every-
thing else is sacrificed, ., | . Way it not be that what Christ
really wants them to do is to sell oul, lo get rid of their
buildings wnd hire a room over a shop—an upper room,
aned begin all orer aguin in an apostolic way.”

Comments by the 8. . Editor

There is surely something wrong with the modern, popular
relighon  with their big church buildings, empty almost,
except Sunday morning. This speaker thinks they would
hetter get buek to the <implicity of the First Church. ,

Well, vender, that is eractly what the Spivitual Call ix
Trying o do—lead the people back to thal simplicity, from
which Paul =aid he feared their minds would be corrupted,
see 2 Cor, 110 We dwelt at length on that subject in the
August issue, on the subject, s God Chastening *Chris-
tinns’ Threodgh Communism?” Let’s get rid of all mere,
human Churelmnity, md gt back to God’s Christianity, Lot
us throw aside evegvthing for which we do not have precept
ur example in the New Testament, or which is contrary to
any seripture or principle there, Anvthing else ix dnngerous.

A Letter With Comments

To the Editor of the Spiritual Call:

I wrote you some time ago that some one had sent me
vour paper, | am sending some nanes in now of those who
I believe would be glad to receive such a paper. Eight vears
agorour oldest buy was at the point of death in the hospital.
It wus then that 1 fiest uttered the words: “God be merciful
to me, a sinner” | odidn®t rvealize at that time what those
worls meant. but 1 do now, 1= just of late that my mistakes
of the past have come to me.

What ix the difference between Repent and be baptized,
and Believe and be baptized, Lam in a little confusion and
s0 nre some of the people to whom 1 am =ending the papep.

=\ Woman in Pennsylvania.

Comments by S . Editor
There are a number of thinga to which our salvation is
aseribed in the New Tégtament, and one cause of division
regarding that is that some people take only part of what
God has said, We must tuke VL1 that Ged says on thal
subject, or any other, in order to have the full truth,
First, we are commanded to Believe on the Lord Jesus
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Christ, aud thou shalt be saved and thy house.” That was
spoken to a heathen jailer, who had been frightened by the
earthquake who threw open the doors of the prison, and of
course that was the first thing for him to do. But that does
not say that that was “ALL” he had to do. Read the full
text: “And they (Paul and Silas) spake unto him the word
of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took
them ¢he saume hour of the night, and washed their stripes;
and was baptized, he and all his, STRALGUTWAY” (Acts
16:31-34). ’

Then we ure to “Repent und be bapiized, everyone of you
in the name of Jesus Christ, for lhe remissions of sins,”
(Acts 2:38); and confess at the same time that Jesus is
the Son of Giod—*“And as they went on their way, they came
unto & certain water; and the eunuch said, See, here is
water; whut doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip
said, 1f thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And
he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of (Jod. And he commahded the chariot to stand still; and
they both went down into the water, both Pkilip and the

cunuch; and he baplized him. And when they were come up
out of the water, the Spirit of the lord caught away Philip,
that the eunuch saw him no more; and he wenl on his way
rejoicing.” (Aets 8:26-40.) “Noah . . . eight souls were
saved by waler, the like figure whereunto even baptism doth
now save us”, (1 Peter, 3:20, 21).

“With the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and
with the mouth Confession is made unfo sdlvation.” (Rom.
10:10.)

“Ye see then how that by Works a1 man ts justified, and
not by faith only.” (James 2:24—read whole connection.)

We are saved by (irace, but not hy grace alone.

We are saved by Faith, but not by faith alone.

We are saved by Repentance, hut not by repentance alone,

We are saved by Confession, but uot by confesaton alone.

We are saved by Baptism, but not by baptism alone.

We are saved by Works, but not by works alone.

Why, vh why, won't men take ALL thal God says on a
subject und nol merely what they dexire lo salisfy a lheory
lhey have in their minds, “We ought lo obey God rather
than men.”

(If any of our new readers would like more on this sub-
ject, write the editor of this paper. and he will send tracts
which present it in detail. Also, if any of our new readers
wish to ask questions about the Commandments we must
ohey (o be supved, we shall be glad to answer in the paper.
But we ure not interested in matters of speculution. which
do not pertain directly on Salvation. “Hlessed are they who
do his Commundments, (Rev, 22), that they may have right
to the troe of life.”

HERE ARE ONLY A FEW THOUGHTS from the many good
lettera we receive: I want to express my appreciation of the Spiritual
Call. It stands out from other publications as truly spiritual.
—Illinois . . . I am enoying immensely the work of the Spiritual Call,
and hope ita influence continues through the years to come.—Mlssouri
{nnd he sends 8 names) , ., , My husband has pussed on to his reward,
We found your paper a help to ua in our efforts to bo true and
faithful servants of the Living Gad, Nearly all the members of the
country church at Lovell, Okla,, are subseribers to the Spiritual Call.
We were sorry to lenrn of your serious iliness, but hope your health
ia much improved by now.—Oklahoma . . . Bro. Sommer baptized me
very many years ago, and ny son a fow years Inter. We are still
faithful and I am looking for my Bavior to comeo. I received the card
saying you were much hetter, 1 am so thankful to the Father above
that your life is spared. I thiuk you have done a great work and
will continue on. Your card seemed to renew my strength. . . . T am
going to send five new subscriptions, 1 am reading all the articles on
the Second Coming, I ean sce my Lord’s coming, in my mind. That
will be a sight to hehold—so wonderful, so glorious. It scems that I
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oan not wait. But I want to work for Him who died for me. I wil
work till the last beam fadeth.—Missourl. (John says, “Every mun
that Aathk this hope in him puriffied himself even as HE is purc™
1 Joha 8:3). Not till Christians look for Him any time, all the time,
will they be much better in their lives as a whole.—Editor). ... I iy
hope you will continue to improve until you are normal again, as vou
are needed In the greatest fight of your life. So little faith, yes, und
lots of guile and deceit. - Just received the 8. C. Your piece of front
page (“Looking Bquare into the Face of God, from a Hoaspital Bed™
in sure good, glad you put it in that way.—H. L. Carlton (an evua
gelist) . . . We look forward to receiving the Spiritual Cull -
sit righht down and read it from the beginning right straight
through just as we do persomal letters. It is filled with so many
good things. Thank you so much for such a good paper. We ure
enclosing another ten dollar Postal Note for you to use ma you
think beet. (It will ﬁ to the printer—Ed.)—Culifornia. Bro.
Bommer, you spoke one Lord's Day of intending to wake an extensire
atudy of the nd Coming. I thought, I wish I ecould read the
fruit of your search. And one day that wish having materializv|
lay in my hande in concrete form (Back papers from February on
“Jesus s Coming Again”) I was overjoyed. The truth is interesting,
fascinating and instructive, and I feel there is no estimation of the

od you are accomplishing. Hope you are steadily improving. -
ndianapolis. (A gious paper which does not have a BIG cir.
culation or many advertisements, must depend on donations to puav
its bills, and we have neither, so—what?!! Thanks to the many who
keep us going, and we are very hopeful.—Editor).

KANBAS CITY, MO.—There is a great work going on hereviy
Kunsas City. Brother Acree is now with us, and we have a-sttd
congregation. We have appointed eight leaders, and they work in
pairs. One with more experience is working with one younger, aml
these leaders take regular turns at arranging all details for the
services. Young brethren oeeuxy time at Lord’s Day services. We
have several song leaders, and filne prospects for material for officers,
I hope in not too far diatant future. r your information, our fir«t
Lord’s Day eontribution was $88.15, with an attendance of 58, count.
ing children. Others have told us that they have driven past our placy
of meeting, and are talking of attending. We do mot plan_to build
this fall now, since the rent on the present place of meeting is much
less than interest that we would have to pay om birrowed moner.
An long as this miee place fills our needa it is best that we aave
more money with which to build, and save the imtereat. The
place will seat 100 and is clean and inviting.—Fred W. Fenton.

UNIONVILLE, MO.—Harold Ottwell was at Martimstown for
iwo wecks. Therc were 7 additiona, six baptived, and one from
Babylon last night at their meeting—151 preseat. We, started our
meeting heré at Unionville Monday night. The interest is guod
with one addition tonight. Hro. Colline of Worthington, Mo. and
Bro. McConnoll of Lemons congregation are attending our mect-
ing, as well as others from Martinstown. Expecting several-con
grogationa to be repreacnted here next Sunday. The future looks
brighter here than at any time before, in unity and felluswship.
—Ora Robinson, =

I8 THERE SPIRITUCAL GROWTH in your group?! Why not
tell it to bur readers; it may encourage them to kuow the devil has
not captured cverything! Please write your “REPORTS” on
soparate sheet of paper from business affairs, and write ON ONE
SIDE OF THE PAPER ONLY. The printer wishea it that way
and by having it on a separate sheet it saves my copying it again
Thanks. . . . The editor is glad to report that his houlth is improv-
ing all the time. And again “Thanks” for all the encouragement
we havo recelved through thia trial. . . . Have you sent yet for a
bundle of August issue to send or hand to apparently honest, yot
wprried people, on, “Is God Chastening ‘Chrﬂtlnm' through Com-
muniamt” Only & few minutes ago a former nelghbor atopped nnd
after proliminuries asked what we thought of the War, and we
told her that we thought it waa th(;?ﬁﬁﬁihlng of the end, and she
suid she thought the same. ! am aénding hor back isswes of the
8, C. on “Jesus is Coming Agnin,” including thi August issue.
Perhaps the evening shadows are creeping over the world. It fay
Lie later than we think,

A Needed Emphasis

Among many lessons emphagized by Jesus Christ, one of
the most outstanding i= that of personal, individual respousi-
bility. i

Have you observed that every parable of judgment apoken.
by Jesus was in condemnation for Fadlure to do, and not for
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wrong doing? Check them—“The Marriage Feast,” “The
Ten Virgins,” “The Sheep.and the Goats” “The Rich
Farmer,” “The Rich Man in Hades,” and all the rest—all
were condemned for a fatlure fo do that which should have
heen done. rather than for living immoral. base, sensual
lives,

This by no means insinuates that Jesus will excuse gins
of immorality: it means that he recognizes the need of
and placing the emphasis on doing that which should be done
—paositive conduct.

Here is where the emphuasis needs to he placed today, while

nt the same time not neglected to crv out agminst sinful -

practices. Let every Christian recognize that he is “Salt.”
“Light.” “Leaven.” where he works among those with whom
he associates in a =ocial wav and in the community as a
whole.

Let each feel keenly Kis responsibilily ax a “missionary”,
und for the growth and develupmeni of the church and the
spiritual life in his oww vicinily, and the story will be dif-
ferent, <
" If this iz a fundamental cauzé of fuilure in making the
impreastons, we should know what ix the remedy. The
remhedy it to be found in emphasizing perzonal responsibility
through preaching, teaching, and in the whole pattern of
tocal church work. Until every disciple is made keenly con-
scious of his individual regponsibility. the church will never
renlize the maximum of its power in the world.—lomer
Meuley in Christinn Leader,

Call for Mobilization

For Amevicans, the word, “mobilization.” hax an omineus

sound, But if we have to tight aguin, it will be the natursl-

outeome of a policy of expediency, Our country is plagued
with people who are more anxious to he popular than they
ave to be right. For venrs in things politieal. sovial, and theo-
logrienl, the emphasis has been on being what the world ealls
a *wood fellow.” Assume those on the opposite side of any
question are as “niee” s vou are, avoild the questioning of
matives, e pleasant at any cost amd the issues will resolve
themselves,

When will Amerien wake up? In the political arena. the
“umhle of sixtv-ton tanks and the rattle of machine gun fire,
the digeovery of American soldiers tied together and shot
through the hend are beginning to cloud the dreams of a
nnited workl, And it iz time. before our nation. our freedom
sl our opportunities are gone, that we awake to the danger
that such an attitude has hrought us

What happens when Amerien with its Christinn heritage
il its reputed character goes into conference with the Sovim
I'nion ¥ Because Vishinski says, “We never pray.” fhe repre-
wntatives of our country forget their need for God in being
biee. The conference iz held without a word of praver and we
wonder at the confusion that results,

Rible-helieving Christinns meet in conference ov convention
aml face a similar situntion, Perhaps they find themselves
confronted with subtle, smoothly stated plans which promise
the “kingdom of tiod” if no one will rige separating issues,
Just he understanding. the argument goez, and remember that
uthers are good people. toa. Remember this even though they
Jdon't helieve that Jesus is the Noun of Gad, that He was virgn
horn or that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. We must
not impose our dogmun on other folks. they sy, We must all
work together. ‘

But the loss of convictions ahout anything. the fear that
vthers may he displeased by opposition, has brought our -land
1v the greatest crisis in her history.

Faced with men who E
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know what thev believe, who intend to carry it out, wha will
sacrifice anything—-popularity, freedom. life itself—to gain
control. we speak of brotherhood and the necessity for being
Iiee,

A little group of men who one short generation ago con-
trolled nothing and had nothing but a burning idea has
suined control over the lives of more than 100 million people,
and is determined on world power. Fanaticizm, skill, intrigue,
ruthlessness and murder have carried their program far, [t
15 these men, their philosophy, their atheism, their determina-
tion, their skill and their power which America faces today.

And Ameriea will fail and fall unless, with superior con-
viction. greater skill. more detetmination and militant fairh
ghe matches the power of the enemy, Anti-Communism is not
enough. No negative philosophy will win thiz battle, The
devil has arraved his hosts, The powers of darkness are
massed for action. Communism iz not afraid : the Sovief does
not plead. -

What has hecome of the thunder of Patrick Henry, the
hurdness of the Purituns, the conviction of Washington
Where are the men who will, out of their own burning con-
viction, persunde our country of the value of its freedom. who .
will inspire men to the lovalty and patriotism we so greatly
nee ,

Where are the men who will stop being merely nice and
standd on their convietions Where, abure all, ure the wirm,
who will endl Laerien back to the faith thal Jas wmade her
great? Here is our need today—men who will eall awr nafion
buck to the FYaith in the Soveveign God of the wniverse, fuith
in the Man of Culvary for whom millions have died and_from
whose ronvictivns und sacrifice every good lhing we hare
knawn has come, faith in the omnipotent Spivit of the living
tind wha indwells Ilis people, and who, if He were allowed
His wny in_our lives, conld frustrale every purpose of the
enemy. fuith in the purposes wnd will of God demonstrated in
tives of power and love, Hees that spead themselrves o bring
men la God | tn alleviade thetr suffering, to improve Lheir con-
dition,

Phis is the Chureh’s job apd the job of every member in it
1t is late, hut it may pot be loo late, 'The enemy comes in like
a Nood—it wounld be better to die daing the job than to die
heeause we hadn’t done it And who knows* It may be ‘we
nevd not die.—Momly Monthly,

“Not Mine But Thine”

“Gad pity thore who cinnot say.
*Nut mine but thine’s who only pray
*let this cup pas’: and eannot see
The purpuse in Gethsemane,

“Peach me, my God, my King,
In all things Thee to see,
And what | do in anything,
To do it as for Thee.

“I do not nek for mighty words

To leave the crowil impressed;

But grant my life may ring so trae
My neighbor may be blessed.

“Lorl, let not my religion be .
A thing of selfish eestacy,
Rut something warm with tender care,

And fellowship which | can share.”
—Selovted
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Weekly Communion

Dr. Mnrson says, “Weekly communion did not die with

npostles and their contemporaries. There is a cloud of wit-
nesses to testify they were kept up hy succeeding Christians,

with great care and tenderness for above two centuries. . .

Communion every Lord’s day was universal, and was pre-
served in the (ireek Church till the seventh century; and such
a8 neglected three weeks together were excommunicated. It
was in the fourth century that the church began very discern-
ibly to forsake her first love,”

Pliny, in his Epistles, Book 10, Justin Martyr in his
Second Apology for the Christians, and Tertullian, De Ora.,
page 135, testify that it was the universal practice in all
the weekly assemblies of the brethren, after thev had prayed

‘and sung praises.

Neander says in ~volume 1, page 332 of hiz work: “As we
have already remarked, celebration of the l.ord’s supper was
gtill held to constifute an essential part of divine worship on
every Sunday as appears from Justin Martyr; and the whole
church partook of the communion after thev had joined in
the amen of the preceding prayer.”

B. B. .Edwards in his “Encyclopedia of Religious Knowl-
edge” says on page 1040: “We are informed by Eusebius
that from the beginning the Christian assembly on the first
day of the week, called by them the lord’s day, for the
purpose of religious worship. to read the Scriptures, to
preach and to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.”

One of the lLateran Councils decreed that “an annual
communion at Faster was sufficient.” Calvin writes con-
cerning this latter practice, ““And truly this custom which
enjoins communication once a vear, is a most evident con-
trivance of the devil, by whose instrumentality soever it may
have been determmed » Calvin fgain says, “Fverv week at
lenst, the table of the Tord should have been spread for
Christian assemblies.”

Wesley says, “I also advise the elders to administer the
supper of the Lord on every lord’s day.”

A Campbell writes, “All antiguity eoncurs in evincing
that, for the first three centuries. all the churches broke
bread once a week.,”—Word and Work

“If any provide not for hiz own,
Kspecially for those of his own house,
He hath denied the frith,
And is worse than an infidel.”

—1 Timothy 5:8.

The Devil's Lies .

listen to the lies the devil tells. Lle says, “Oh, don’t bother
to read the Bible. You cannot understand it. You will only
get. yourself upset nbout nothing. Let it alone.”

Again the devil liea when he savs, “Oh, the Bible is juat
a bundle of Jewish fables and silly myths. No intelligent
person would take it seriously.”

owever, the most subtle of all the lies the devil tells is
this. He says, “You must agree that there is much truth in
the Bible. But vou have to pick out the truth for yourself.
Just as a beautiful gift comes wrapped in. a package, so also
must you cut away the wrnp{)ings, so to speak, of the Bible
in order to see the truth that is in it.” In other words, you
van believe some of the Rible, but most of it is unnecessary
wrappings that must be discarded.

Thouzands of years ago in the garden of Kden, Satan began
his temptation of Kve by throwing doubt on the word of
God. Today, in the twentieth century A. D., the devil still
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finds the word of God to be the biggest obstacle he has to
face, and he is doing all that is in his power to destrov it,

When you come face to face with the devil, your only hoju.
of defeating him is the word of God. When Jesus met Satan's
temptations in the wilderness, he used the word of God s
his weapon, that is, he quoted scripture to him. And toduv,
when sin crosges your path, you will find the Bible to
your weapon for destroying it. The word of God, living and
active and sharper than any two-edged sword, is the swor]
of the Spirit whereby vou can fight against the spiritual hosts
of wickedness all about us.

The Bible, then, is the weapon whereby you can defiut
Satan. The Bible i thé word of God which produces faith
to the saving of your soul. James admonishes us to “recei.v
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save
your souls.” “The words that I have spoken unto vou,” suidl
Jesus, “are spirit, and are life.”

Friends, the Bible can produce faith to save vour soul.
Therefore the Bible is worth more to you than silver anil
gold; the Bible is worth to you the price of your etermal
soul. Let no one take it away from you:; let no man keep™
you from reading its life-giving message: let not the lis
of the devil interfere with your reading it, believing it
obeving it to the saving of your soul.—Taken from Trurt

Give Me Thyself—Romans 12:1, 2

(iive me thine EYES, and I will make thee see
Lost, dying souls, undone in misery.

Il take thy blindness and thy failing snght
And give to thee clear vision—so through night
Of deep and dark despair, thou mayest see

The ones for whom 1 died on Calvary,

Give me thine HANDS, and I will set-them free
For use, for time and all eternitx.

Il take thy shaking clumsiness that fajn

Would lift some load—ryet effort all in vain—
And make thee to break bread upon the shore,
To feed poor, hungry souls forevermore.

tiive me thy FEET, and I will speed them on

To those in darkness, those whose hope seems gone,
Pl tench those faltring, slothful feet to- take

With measured tread the path that I shall make;
’ll lead thee on from place to place until

Thou’rt in the place of My appointed will.

Give me thy VOICE, and 1 will make thee sing
Praises to Me. your Saviour, Lord and King,

I'll take thy stammering tongue and give to thee
Rich, firm. untrembling speech that speaks of Me—
Of how | hore men’s sing in lowly shame,

How new life comes through trusting in My name.

Give me thine HEART,and I will break its stone
And spread through thee a love that stands alone.
P’ll take thy cold unvieldedness and leave

A melted heart. that for men’s ging shall grieve:
Indifference will change and thou shalt move

In tenderness, compassion, pity, love.

Giive me thy LIFE, and 1 will cleanse its dross,

Awd make of thee a standard of the cross.

I’ll take thy slackness—prevalent today—

And thou shalt blaze a trail along the way ;

So roulz in after-time will look and see -

The Christ and praise His name for knowing thee.
—Author Unknown





