To be carnally minded is death, but to be
SPIRITUALLY wminded is life and peace.
- —Romans 8:6

A Continuance of “Macedonian Call”

Call

Wealk worthy of the vecation (calling)
wherewith ye are CALLED.
—Ephesians 4:1

Yes, Jesus is Coming Aguin
Wicked Werld

(First in a Series)

Next to the knowledge that our sins have heen washed
away through the precious blood of Jesus by heing horn
agnin of water and of the Spirit, perhaps the most heart-
warming doctrine is that that same Jesus whom we serve
sl for whom we have made saeritices, will come again and
reward us for our faithfulness to Him.

The reason so few preachers are disconrsing on this sul-
jret i possibly that so many have become fanatics on the
subject and tried to foretell the exact time when Jesus
wauld come again, and have made so many mistakes, that
it lms brought the precious doctrine into disrepute. But
we must not let the devil drive uz away from all the com-
forting thoughts given by ingpiration concerning the glorions
trinmph of the Christian faith,

No doubt the reasen there is so little real faith today
and =0 much evil among professed Christians, is that we
have lost sight of the awful truth that Jesus is coming
again to reward the righteous and punish the wicked. 1In
fact John savs that very thing in 1 Jehn 3:1.3:

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it deth not
vet appear what we shall be: bat we know that when ke
shall appear, we shall be Hike kim, for we shall see him as
he iz, And every many that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, rven ax he & pure.” .

When Jesns comes, it will be in great power and great
glorv., That glory will be so great that we cannot 2ee it with
aur natural  facultiecs and be unharmed. When Saul of
Tarsus saw him on the way to Damasens in hix glory, he
waz smitten with blinduess,  And 20 we shall b6 changed
when he comes, so that we shall e able fo see him—we
shall e like him, for we shall sce him as he i= in all his
vlory: and we shall be with him through cternity,

IT we Keep this precions doctvine alwaxs before our
minds, we are bound to he made better men and women.
We know that we can nol favarably come into hiz presence
it moral corruption. and hence we shall tey to live ag he
has lived, and az the angels hivee The so-called lond’s
I'raver, teaches us that “Thy will be done on earth as o i
dane in heaven” And if we are not earnestly trving to
live here like they live in heaven, we shall not enter there.
Aned so “wvery mmn that hath this hope in him, purifieth
himsell even ax [le is pure,™ Taosing sight of this great
teuth, that we must be like him, when he comes, we have
lailed to purily ourselves. 8o it certainly follows that if we
will keep thiz glorious doctrine before ux, we will stir our-
selves to live better lives,
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JESUS ANSWERR THREE GREAT QUESTIONS
(Read Matthew th and 25th chapters.)

Ax Jesus and his disviples departed from the temple, they
valled his attention to the greatness of the buildings. Jews
had the idea that being so great and protected by God. those
buildings would last till time should be no more: and the
lisciples received a great shock when he answered, “See
ve all these things? Verily T say to vou. There shall not
be left here one stone upon another. that shall not be
thrown down.®

As thev went up on to the Mount of Oliver, from which
they could obtain a fine view of the temple and its build-
ings, it scems thev sat down, perhaps to rest, and then it
was that Peter and Andrew, and James and John (see Mark
13:3) asked him, “Tell us. when shall these things be, and
what shall be the sign of thy voming. and of the end of
the world 3

Notice that thev ask THREE very important questions:
1. When shall Jerusalem be destroved * 2. What shall be the
sign, the manifestation. of thy coming?® 3. What shall be
the sign of the end of the world ¥

Jesus answers all three of these questions at once. and
as the destruction of Jorusalem is a type of the end of
the world aml his coming, it is hard to distinguish when
he leaves off speaking of one event and startz on the ethers.
However. it does seem that beginning with Matthew 24 :99,
he is starting his prophecies concerhing his coming and the
end of the world. We shall pass over the destruction of
Jerusalem. and confine ourselves to the questions we are
discussing. ’

Some have wondersd why Jesus said “immediately” after
the destruction of Jerusalem, these cather eventz would
veenr, It seems that Jesus is speaking of them from the
divine standpoint. “One day i= with the Lonl as a thousand
verrs, and a thousand vears as one dav” (2 Poter 3:8)
So far as God iz concerned man’s history iz divided into
three parts, it seemiz: 1. That Jesus will come to save men
from his sins. ¥ That Jesus Aas come to save him from
his sing. 3. That he has gone awav, and ol come AGALIN
to save him from all sin and its consequences. Events that
intervene affect man only indirectly, When Jesus has come
and God has finiched his work with the Jews, “Tmmediately™
after those events the next grea? events are Christ’s second
coming and the end of the world.

When Jesus savs, “This getteration shall not pass, till all
these things are fulfilled™ he scems to pefor to the raee
of the Jews, The Greek word for “generation™ in Luke
16:8 is used thus, *The children of this world are in their
geveralion wiser than the children of light® Here the
word means, “kind. class™ It was the “kind, class,” race.
of Jews that would vontinue to exist till Jesus came agmin,

THE WORLD COLLAPSER WHEN JESUS COMES

“Tmwedintely after the tribulation of those days, shall
the sun be durkened, and the monn shall nal give her
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven. And then
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and
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then shall NLL the iribes of earth mouwrn."—Matthew
24:29, 30,

“And there shall be signs in fhe sun, and in the
maon, and in the stars: and upon the varth distress of
uatiuns, and perplecily: the sex and the wapes roaring
men’s hearls failing them for fear, and for looking
afler lhose lhings which are coming on lhe earlh; for
the powers of heaven shall he shaken. And then shall
they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power

. and great glorv.”—TLuke 21:25.27,

We know little about Goad’s method of hringing Nature
as we know it. to an end. We know little about what he
has immediately in store for it. We know not what he means
by the “pew heavens and the new earth”. But we do know
that there will he a collapse when Jesus vomes again: that is
sufficient for us, and e will attend to TITS business, That
warm syfi which has brought health aud food to wan and
heast: that moon which has guidwl men at night as they
finished_their affairs of the dav: and the staes which, as it
were, stand afar off and look down at our puny bhall as it
swings around the sun. and tells us how to get our time—
all of these will fall into confusion.

Ouce hefore. the ecarth had o disaster somewhat like this,
hut by contrast, When God. bevnuse of man’s sin, sent
the flood upoan the earth. and the fountains of the great
deep were hroken up. and the water covered the earth, they
had a little taste of what the world will receive when Jesus
comes, though the next:time it will he by fire. But God
then =aid that as long as the carth remained. there would
he seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, and summer and
winter, But now it seems the end has come,

“The sen and the waves roarving.” Tlave vou stood by
the ocean when the great waves were coming in at the time
of a storm?® Thevy break up over the stone walls huilt to
protect the land, and the continual roar ralls out to the
cars of the people at a distance, Terhaps the end will he
somewhat like the Galvestan disaster with its tidal wave:
mavhe a voleano arose in the bottom of the occan anpd
ceented]l the hig waves; they hroke down all levees, and
swept. over the land, destraying all before them: oven ships
were carried inland a wile or two: thousands of people
were drewned o killd, Suppose such a disaster occurved
along all the consix of the United States at the same time!
auppose, all the coastz ol the world!  What roaring! what
confusion ! what dismay !

THE TERROR IN ALL NATIONS

Nao wonder all the tribes of the earth will mourn! They
will have something to mourn about, Thev have not lived
right. and they know it. and thev see that their time has
come, Tt will he somewhat like the great crv in Egypt when
there was the death of the first-horn son because Pharach
would not let God’s peaple go. Only, this will not be Egvpt
only, but all \frica, all Europe, all Asia, all North and South
America and the islands of the sea.  What a ery will go up
from the voices of thase wha have trampled under foot the
Son of Gud and trifled with Gad’s commands!

“Distress of nations”, “perplexity”. The nations are dis-

trewsed now and perplexed with what they have hrought on.

themselves for their sins, but what will it be when God
hrings retribution on them fullv for what they have done.
Yes, their hearts will fail them. Men are disconraged now
as we see viciouz, atheistic Communism conquering China
and manv other conntries of the world, and sre Crime con-
quering countrier which are still free from Communizm,
Tt makes one sick at heart to listen to the “news” over the
radio. for nearly all of it is confusion and strife bhecause
of man’s sin—murders. rapes of women and little girls,
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thefts, robberies and crimes of all descriptions. Rut what.
oh what, will happen when God in hix Justice straightens
it all up when Jesus comes again®

How would yvou feel to stand hyv and see vour hom.
burning, with all the things you have saved up. vour busi-
ness files, yvour social records. your deeds amd ahstracts,
vour mementoes of the long age? How do vou suppose th:
people of Chicago felt when they guthered up what littl.
they could of their belongings and fled from the great fir.
which destroved home, business and ALIL? Think how th.
people of Rome felt when the harbarians came down and
burned that eity which had stoed so long and ruled the
world! Even Christians were (distressed and  Augustine
wrote his “City of God”, to trv to show them that the
People of God remained. amd wounld remmin. But all these

are as a dop of water in the ovean. compared with the

disaster and dismay which will arise among the nations
when Jemns comes ‘again.

Then it will be that the kings of the earth and the great
men and the chief captaing and the rich men and every
bondman and cvery freeman will hide themsstves in the
rocks and mountains and crv to the mountaing and rocks,
“Fall on uz and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth
on the throne and from the wrath of the Lawmb, for the
wreat _day of his wrath is come, and who shall be able to
stand®  (Rev. 6.)

The cry is now made ow every hand for “Sucial Securily,”
for old age or accident. but what about the Securily for
the time when accidents have done their worst, or decadent
facultics have quit altogether? What about the dime when
Sucial Security will end?—When Old Age ilself will be
no ware? When the events which Jesus is portraving will

vome tn pass. “Social Sectirity® will be nothing. but SO’/

NECURITY will be everything.

When the cragh of worlds comes, and the things te which
we have given all our time and talent and money, are burned
up. oh how our hearts will fail us. anl we shall see how
simple, how foolish we have heen!

“LOOK UP. LIFT UP YOUR UEAD®
“And when these things begin to come o pass, loak
up, amd Bifl up your heads, for your redemption draweth
ngh."—Luke 21:98,

let us turn from the tervor that Thall come upon the
wicked people of the nations, to the joy that will come io
the righteons ones. What a contrast! No tervor here! For
the disciples of Jeguz have believed him—the true disciples,
I mean—and have heen looking for and praying for the
speedy coming of their lond. Their day of trial iz now aver.

Josus had said to his own brethren. “The world can not
hate vou. but me it hateth becnuse T testify of it that the
works thereof are evil” John ¥:%. His true followers rebuke
the world and ite sin as Jesus did. and thev receive the
same treatment,  Even members of His professed Church
will often not vreceive rebuke but turn on the rebuker amd
rend him, Jesur eoioles hiz apostles with these words, and
the same applies to all faithful ones, “If the world hate
you ve know that it hated me hefore it hated vou. If ve
were of the world, the world would love hiz own: but becanse
ve are not of the world, but I have chasen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you,” John 13:18, 19,

The world-wis» people will laugh at the simplicity of us
who believe in the inspivation of the Rible, and in the
second advent af the Ravigr to save the righteous and punish
the wicked, The passion-lest people pity us who try to exercise
selfacontrol and let our nunderation be known to all men.—
“You have no fun like we®™ ther say. Even religious
people. who were supposedly God’s people. were the ones
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cven above the world who persecuted Christ and Paul and
earty Christians. All that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution. Entrenched authority in professed
clders. bishops, is often used to exalt themselves and to
vast out faithful ones of the Church, as was done by Dio-
trephes of old. The greatest evil in the world has been
usurped religious authority, with its selfishness, heartlessness.
tvranny, devilishness, Very few of the great leaders in
Christendom have been th¢ humble Christians whom Christ
teaches his disciples to he. and often those persecuted as
hereties have been the real faithful ones of God, The Lord has
permitted such trials to come on his people. -for what son
iz there whom a righteous father chasteneth not? Often
these oppressad ones have been discouraged. With humble,
vearning hearts thexy have gone their way. Oftentimes their
heads have hung down. as thev tried to bear witness for
Josus thepr Tord. -

But now—all is changed. praise the Lord! Jesus has come.
for which they have heen looking these two thousand vears,
There will be no more persecutions from the world! No
more repronches by professed Christinns who are following
wen rather than the Tord and his Word! No more ridicule
because we have tried to keep ourselves unspotted from the
world! No more isolation! for we shall have the true and
tried of all nations to associate with through eternity! We
<mll hear the welcome plaudit. “Cone. ve blessed of my
Father, receive the inheritance preparml for yvou from the
foundatien of the world” We mav have no home here,
it we shall enter the mansion in the Father’s house.

With great jov we hear the Master sav to us now concern-
ing these happy events we are contemplating—

“Look wp! Nfl wp your heads, for your rvedemption
drawelh nigh” :

Redemption from sin! Redemption from pain! Redemp-
tion from toil and reproach and tyranny and slander and
livs, Redemption from all that is evil!

e day He's Coming—aoh, Glorians Day "' —Song.
—D. A Sovaee.

(To be continued)
The Armour of God

In ancient times it was customary for vountries to pra.
vide wrmour for their seldiers,  This was for their protection,
It made it havder for their enemies to get 1o a vital spot 1o
inflict a fatal wound.

Gl has also provided an armour Tor is people, And if
we put it on and keep it on, it is protective enough to make
it almost impossible Tor the enemy to find a vital place to
deal us o fatal blow,

1ot us look at this armour for a litthe while.  Tuen to
Eph, 6:10:05, “Finally, my bretheen: be steong in the Lo,
ad in the power of hiz might” You will notice that we
are admonished to he strong. Not in sin and wickedness,
hut 1N TITE LORD. Not in our own power, but in the
power of his might. We would make a poor fight indeed
11 we were fo depeml on our ewn strength, Satan wonld
have ug on the run before we had begun to fight. But we
must put on the armour that God has provided us, “Put
on the whole armour of Ged. that vou may be able to stand
agninst the wiles of the devil.” David put on the armonr of
Saul, hut he took it off. 1t was the wrong armour,  Nothing
hat the armour of God will protect ns. “For we wrestle not
agninst Nesh and bloml (ours is not a carnal warfar), but
agminst principalitios, agminst powers, against the rulers u_\l'
the davkness of -thi= world, against spivitunl wickeduess in
high phwes,  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of
God, That yon may be able to withstand in the evil dav.
and having done all. to stand.”
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We must not put on the armour and try to run away. It
is'not calculated to make speed. When foes arise within the
church, or we are assailed from without we must stand firmly
for the truth. God cannot use a coward in his army, and he
will not protect him. Only those who are willing to stand
and ftight are in the power of his might and are furnished
with his urmour, We may fit ourselves out with our human
armour as do secturians ol all grades, but our encmy is a
wily old foe that knows many ways to penetrate such armour.
“Stand therefore, having vour leins girt about with truth.
and having on. the breastplate of righteousness: And your
feet shod with the {n‘epurulion of the gospel ol peave: Above
all, taking the shield of faith. wherewith ye shall be able to
yuench all the fiery darts of -the wicked, And take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, which is the word
of God.”

These ure the different pieces of armour that the Christian
must wear. They ure all necessary for us and we canuot lay
any one of them agide. Thus (ar 1 huve dealt only in geneval-
ities. now il vou will bear with me | will be a littls more
specific in order that we may get the ideas I wished o got
across to the reader.

1. Our friends invite us to forsake the services of the
church and go visiting, 1f we have on the shield of faith
we will, vefuse to do so, but will tell them Kindly but firmly
that our first obligations is to our Lord. Remember it is he
thut cleanses ug from =in und gives us a home in heaven,
not our friends,

2. Why do we see so many members of the church going
to the movies, and other places where they sheould be
ashumed to be seen? Beeause they have taken off the shoes
of the preparation of the gospel of peace. The gospel never
takes us into such places, nor allows us to get into them
as long nas we are walking in the teaching of our Master,
I we go to a place like that we will have to lay aside a
purt -of the armour,

30 Another place many lose the fight against Safan is in
the choice they make in their life coppanions, A\ young man
ur voung woman (or an older ene) may become infatuated
with some one who is nice looking and acts and talks niee:
they think that is all there is to be desirwl in a companion,
and they will maeey them (make an alliance  with the
world or sectavianism). and the next thing they know thev
have heen stripped of their armour and ave either back in
the world or in sectarianizm, 1 know, they think they will
not de that, but that is where they are relving on their ewn
armmour and the power of their own might. No one ever
Vel wan @ victory that way, Gud wants no compromising
or fratevnizing with the coemy. Be ve not unequally voked
together with theme—DBrotherly, .. A, Collins,

-
God is Love
Thw seposthe Jobin in the fourth chapter of his ficst epistle
dwells especially on this subject, the Love of God.
The love of Gol fur_lsrael is spoken of especially in Deat.
3 :3-8 where it say€, “The Lovd did not set his love upon
vou, nor chooss Vo, beeause vou were more in numbers than
any people: for you were the fowest of all people, But
beenuge the Lot loved vow, aml becanse he wounld  keep
his oath whivh he swore unto vour fathers, hath the lLord
bronght vou out with a mighty haod, and rdeemed  you
from the house of bondmen,™
In the New ‘Testament we read, That God o loved the
world, that he gave his onlv begotten Son, that whosoever
ledioveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life,
Jabin 2016, Al again in Rome 330 Bat God commandeth
bis love toward us, in that. while we were vet sinners,
Christ died for us. Ry these seviptures, and many others,
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we learn what t love God has for mankind. John tells
us that God is %. Many teachers stress this , and
teach that because God is love, and that because his love for
man ia so that he will not bring the terrible punish-
ment on man that he has pronounced on the wicked, but
that all will be saved. This is far from the truth. These
teachers stress thie attribute of God so much that they over-
look the other attributes of God. The Bible teaches us that
God has other attributes, that he is a just God, it tells of
bis wrath, and of his v ce.

In Rom. 2:2 we mg, That the judgment of God is
according to truth. In Zeph. 3:5, The just Lord is in the
midst thereof: he will not do iniquity.

Concerning the wrath of God we read in Rom. 1:18: For
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungod-
linees and unrighteousness of men. In John 3:36: He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that be-
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him. In Eph. 5:6: Let no man deceive you with
vain words; for because of these things cometh the wrath of
tiod upon the children of disobedience. By this we see that
those who so overstress the love of God are endeavoring to
deceive with vain words.

Reégarding the vengeance of (iod, Paul tells us in Rom.
12:19: Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather
give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine:
I will repay, saith the Lord,

Also in 8 Thess. 1:7, 8: Paul comforts the Christian
with this, And to you who are troubled rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know
not God, and that obey not the goapel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. By thia we learn that not only the wicked, but even
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord, will be sub-
jected to the vengeance of God. Hence it behooves everyone,
even those who believe that they are good moral people, to
accept God’s terms of salvation, and obey them, rather than
placing too much trust in the teaching of those who stress
the fact that Geod is love.

Truly God’s love is great, wondrously great, for those who
love and obey him, but his wrath awaits those who refuse
to accept and obey him.

That is a terrible warning as expressed by the writer in
the Hebrew letter in Heb. 10:30, 31: For we know him that
hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense;
saith the Lord, and again the Lord shall judge his people.
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living .

In conclusion let me urge everyone, who has not named
the name of Jesus, that you accept God’s terms of forgive-
ness, and do as Peter said on the day of Pentecost, repent
and be baptized for the remission of your sins and arise to
walk @ new life in the light of God’s love, and his promise
of eternal salvation.—Fred D. Weed.
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On Warm Middle Ground

When Jesus stood before his judges on the fateful nigh
of his betrayal, Peter was neither beside him to encourag.
him and to share his fate, nor among those who were accus-
ing him and clamoring for his life. Instead, he was out in
the courtyard mingling with people who were taking n.
active part in the great drama which was being enacted, and
warming himself at their fire. He was on safe middle groun:.
When the fals of Ms Lord was in the balance, Peler was nol
laking sides.

It has aptly been said that neutrality, in this episode, wux
raised to the level of drama. It is doubtful if there is any
other incident on record which so perfectly portrays the
territory between good and evil which the masses of man-
kind 8o often occupy. Peter’s attitude on this occasion should
engble us to see, ar few other things can, the despicable atti-
tude of neutrality. But in considering the incident now
before us, we shall see Peter.

ON UNDISPUTED GROUND

A battle was going on within the building where Jesus
was, but Peter was out in the courtyard where he did not
have to take a definite stand either for or against him; tha
is what he evidently thought about it. But it is always true.
a8 Jesus had previously pointed out, that “he that is not
with me is against me; und he that gathereth not with me
scattereth” (Matt. 12:30).

The ground on which Peter stood is the favorite retreat
of the forever-undecided, the warm considering place of
those who are unable to make up their minds. Students
of human nature tell us that there is no weakness of char-
acter which iz more disastrous than indecision.

Those who stand on this warm middle ground do not
want to take chances; they prefer to play safe. I! seem-
better in their estimation to see which way the wind i
blowing, and then be ready to jump quickly upon the band-
wagon, Not having identified theniselves with any cause and
having cut no bridges behind them, theyscan quickly retreat
or run this way or that, as circumstances may determine.
But contrast thix attitude with the attitude of men and
women of strong conviction. “By faith Moses, when he was
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter:
choosing rather to share ill treatment with the people of
God, than to enjoy plensures of sin for a season: accounting
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Fgypt: for he looked unto the recompense of reward”
(Heb. 11:34-24: Heb, 11:38-38),

Ruth left no doubt about where she stood (Ruth 1:16, 1%).
Paul gave up everything for Christ (Phil. 3:7-11), and thai
i8 the kind of inspired admonition he gave to Timothy (2
Tim. 4:1-8).

IN A COMFORTABLE LOCATION

There was a warm fire in the courtyard where Peter was.
His surroundings were more pleasant than those in the
building where Jesus was—on trial. Great issues were at
stake, but Peter was mot concerned about them. He was

. thinking of his own welfare. His attitude reminds one of

that of Esther who seemingly thought that she was secure
in the king’s house, and consequently felt that she could do
nothing for her people, -

How many people loday are willing lo wait untsl- the
ballle is fought beﬁm they are willing o identify themselves
wilk the cause involved! There are people who will not
let it be known that they are members of the church.as lony
as the cause ie weak; but when it becomes strong and popular
they are glad to be known as members, )

It is true, so far as the record goes, that Peter did not par-
take of the ways of those with whom he stood: but neither
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Jid he take his stand with Jesus, He did not want to follow
satan, but he wanted to warm himselt by his fireside. Read
Paalm L 2 Tim, 2:10-13. :

IN A DANGEROU'S POSITION

The warm middle ground upon which Peter stood was
dungerous because it wns there that he was taken unaware.
He was off guard: but his cuse was not different from that
of any other who stands in the middle region. No man can
afford to wait until the crisis sweeps down upon him before
e decides what he should do. There are some moral issues
which- must he settled before the testing time comes, For
exumple:

1. One’s own integrity. .\ perron of integrity will not he
false to a trust, responsibility, or what he believes to be right.
Jub was a man of integrity, and so wax Paul. The peerless
apostle to the Gentiles said, “lHerein [ exercise myself to
huve a conscience void of offence toward (lod and men
always” (Acts 24:16),

2, 1lis faith in and loyalty to Ged. No one can please
tiod without faith, the kind of faith that will lead one to
trust in God (Heb. 11:6); and with Paul he must make it
his aim to he well-pleasing unto tiod (2 Cor. 5:9),

3. dHis determination to be governed by principle. rather
than by policy. ‘This is a mighty good wayv for one to test his
faith, and see what kind of mettle is in his make-up.

Having onve lor all settled “this issue for himaelf, any
man is foolish who will deliberately remain in the warm
presence of sin and indifference. Such a course is wholly
incongistent with the teaching of Jesrus,

When a man has once learned that which he ought to do.
und few men who have come under the intfluence of the gospel
can say that they do not know, he can never again stand
on the warm mididle ground of neutrality without incurring
the disfavor of Qod. “T'o him therefore that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not. to him it is sin™ (James 1:17),—
Lestic G, Thomas in Firm Foundation,

Should a Stripling Preacher Have More
“Authority” Than cn Elder?

God has not given details of church government in the
New Testament. except that groups should have Elders
and Deacons when they lave the qualified men. The rest
i weneral principles which must he enrried out in harmony
with the rest of the New "Testament.

An evangelixt who starts a little group of disciples, prob-
ahly baptizing most of them. should certainly iook after
them tiﬁ they are able to take ecare of themselves, just ax
@ wontan who gives birth to a chill <hould look alter it
till it is able to provide for itself, -

But there are many groups of disciples which have not
been sturted by evangelists but by plain, common disciples
meeting in their own homes and inviting others in. as it
scems Prigeilla and Aquila did. in the long ago. 1f such a
group decide they might do better and get along among
. themselves hetter, if they put themaelves uider an evangelist.
oo whom they could appeal if they failed o agree among
thimselvee, that might be the part of wisdom and order.
But if they found this arrangement destitute of results, lhe
stme power which made the arrangement can break il and
shawld,

Rut there ure some who contend that a group without
clders ix not seripturnl unless it is under an evangelist. They
'nn not point to any scripture nor principle of the New
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Testament which so teaches, and hence they ure making
laws where Christ has made none, and are innovators if
they press such practice,

In the Apostolic Day disciples were scattered, and went
cverywhere preaching the word. Now who were over these
groups which started in this way and met and worshipped
iod? There is no evidence thut uuv one was., unless an
evangelist  started them as Paul did.  They had the
Christian spirit and were not trying then to lord over God’s
heritage, as some did later on, and do now,

Apollos evidently heard John the Raptist preach, and
was converted to his teaching, and went out over the Ro-
man Empire teaching that Christ was to come, and Pris-
cilla and Aquila took him unto themselves and taught him
the word of the Lord more perfectly. No doubt many on
the day of Pentecost, too, went out to the many countries
from which they came, and took the gospel with them that
they had lenrned at Jerusulem, and groups were started ne
doubt in hundreds of places in the course of time, There
were present at Pentecost Jews and proselytes from Rome,
(‘rete, Mesopotamia, (including Babyvlon.). Asia Minor,
Kgypt, ete,, and these people were so filled with the good
news that no doubt thev took it back with them. There ix .
no evidence that the church at Rome. Ephesus, and some
other places ‘were established by an apostle or evangelist,
but we do know that Priscilla and Aquila had a group in
their own houses in these cities. What evangelist was over
them? If necessary, Paul or some historian would have
mentioned it.  In all probability the visitors at Jerusalem
from Crete. took the gospel back with them. There is not
evidence that Paul established the gospel there, Those wha
contend that a little group should have an evangelist over
it. go to Titus, to whom Paul =aid that he left him in Crete
to set in order things that were wanting. and ordain elders
in every city. But disciples who were probably made from
the vigitors from Crete to Jerusalem on Pentecost, must
have existed for 30 vears without having any evangelist over
them, if our premizes are just. Also, th eunuch was hap-
tized, mdl il he were like nearly all the rvest converted in
those days, he took the gospel with him. and who was the
evangelist appointed over what groups he might have es-
tablished? 'Thiz new doctrine would forbid him or any
one else from making u group unless there wasan evangelist
to be put over the group?! Such practiee would have stifled
the spread of the gospel in those davs, just as it would to-
cay. 11 zome people were thinking more about veally con-
verting men and women and less about trving to gmin au-
thority over disciples, more peal Christianity would spread
in the earth.

Resides. to take a voung inexperiensed, pechaps unmarried,
man and put him over a group of disciples who are much
obder wl experienced than himsell and possibly know more,
mukex 3 dictator out of him, for he has more authority™
than an ekder, for an elder must <hare his “authority™ with
one or more elders, while-fhix young man is a sole dictator
of the group. and having more authority than an clder with-
out the qualifications of one.  That ix downright silliness to
wlvocnte sich a system.

Why is that some preachers are advoenting such practioe?
There is no doubt that it iz to gnin control of the churches
through these young preachérs whoni they have teained in
their little fieclogical seminariex, nl whom through plans
and rchemes they arve able to put into such places by false
teaching. .

But true Christinng will still fallow the Book..and le-
mand that they give hook. chapter and verse, for such newly
appointed laws, “We ought to obey Lo rather than men.”
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Some Thoughts from Some Brethren

UNIONVILLE, MO.—Just a few lines to:let you know
we are still trying in our humble way to serve the Lord
in the way he has directed. Bro. Harold Ottwell was here
with us from Nov. 16 over Sunday the 20th and gave us
some good lessons which were well received, and will do us
all good if we will only take heed to his warnings. He
doesn’t preach to please the people, if the plain gospel fails
to please them. We intend to have him back in August,
1950.— L. E. Hodges.

CORONA, CALIF.—Deuar Bro. Sommer: We enjoy the
Spiritual Call and especially do we enjoy the many good
articles written by so many good brothers and sisters ‘.
Christ. We have received many good letters from brothers
and sisters/in the east and we want to thank every one
of you. If I failed to answer any ef your letters please
drop me w/card, I will be glad to write vou. We were
hoth able to be at the Lord’s house this .\. M. and listened
to Bro. E. (i. Johnson preach one of his good sermons. We
missed Bro. .Johnson while he was at Oildule conducting
a2 weeks Bible study. Homegarden ix o small congregation
but you will find its members all there with smiles on their
fuces, when the time is set to meet and serve the Lord. You
will find a trne Loyal Church Meeting at Homegurdens—
Judith B, Stone, 3895 Ellis, Corona, Culif,

“A MAN AFTER GODS OWN HEART”

Ist Namuel Chapo 13 verse 14 Psalm 8, verse 2R,
chap. 13, verse 22,

In 1st Samuel, 8 chap. we are told of lsraecl’s desire for
a king to rule over them. Samuel was displeased anid
prayed unto the Lord (ver. 6). The lord said unto Samuel
{ver. 7) learken unto the voice of the people in all that
they say unto thee, they have not rejected thee, but they
have rejected me, that 1 should not reign over them. Rewd

Aoty

all of Chapter 8, Ist Samuel, aml we can hetter understamd
what was in store for Israel’s people under an earthly king).

Suul was anointed king by Samuel. 10th Chap. 1st verse,

Chapter 13 tells of Saul’s disobwedience and in verse 14
(Samuel said to him) but now thy Kingdom shall not con-
tinue, the Lorl hath sought himi a man after his own heart
und the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his
people, becnuse thou hast not kept that which the Lord com-
manded thee,  (DPsalm 89, ver, 20). Read of Saul’s further
disobedience in Chap. 15, verse 3. Now go and smite
Amalek and utterly destroy ubl that they have and spare
them not.  Read entire chapter. We can learn much to profit
by in this present day from verse 22 and 23. Ver, 22—Be-
hold to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken then
the fat of Rams. )

In Chapter 16 David is anointed king over Isracl. a man
approved of God and as we read the history of his reiyn
we are told of his sin against Urinh the Hittite and his pun-
ishment. Many other times he sinned but he was “a man
after God’s own heart.”” 'The careful study of Psalm |4
from the tth to the 14th verses iuclusive are good reasons
why he found favor with God,

Verse 7. The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul, the testimony of the Lord, isx sure. making wise the
gimple. .

Verse R, The statutes of the Lord arve right, rejoicing the
heart. The commandment of the Lord iz pure, enlightening
the eyes.

Verse 9. The fear of the Lonl ix clean enduring fovever.
T'he judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

Verse 10. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold ; sweeter also than honey and the honey comb.
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Verse 11. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and
in keeping of them there is great reward.

Verse 12, Who can understand his errors?
me from secret faults,

Verse 13. Keep back thy servant also from presumptous
gins: let them not have dominien over me. "Then ghall 1 he
upright, and T shall be innocent from the great transgres-
sion.

Verse 14. Let the words of my mouth, and the medita-
tion of my heart, be ncceptable in thy sight, O Tord, my
Strength and My Redeemer, '

A plea and a prayer we should all muke.—Mary Yowell,

Cleanse thon

WHAT ABOUT ‘THE SHUT-INS? Stop awl think: do vou
know any one who beenuse of xome lingerinr disense or other
physical defect, I8 contivnally kept in-doors,  How do sueh keep
their minds occupied? It ix well tor diseiples to visit sueh now
and sing religious sougs, or have a little serviee there,  And,
you might help them much it they rveecived the Spivitusl Call
with its cxhortations, each month,  Also, poor people who eni
not pay for it. It mutters not whether they nve Chrigtinns or
not; they might he benefitted, If you have not the means fo
send the puper, acnd the names anyway, for we have contriby
tlons to the paper which may be used fur that purpose,  Joesas
apent hix life helping the down-nnd-outs what are WE doing!

WE ARE GETTING ALONG GOOD spivitunily and financinlly
ut the Wood River church. No apparent reverses, Howoever, this
vould be n bad sign.  There i7 one thing T pray for and that is
for ua to keep ourselves in the bond of pence, A few helpful
reverses and some persecution might help us live cloxer to God.”
—-A Dineiple,

(These remarks in a private letter contuin seripturnl warn-
ing. When perscention and reverses do ~ome, brethren should
know, for they will come some time, They have already come to
many faithful disciples, who nre now going through the fire,
some having been cast out of the chureh heeanse they stand for
truth and righteousncas, Let un all pray for sueh disciplea in their
trials, that their faith fail not.—Editor,)

WHAT I8 GRACE?—In theology the word “grace” has been
the hinge of three great historical controversios, nnd it is still
n subject of varied interpretation, Ip the apivitual sense, it ix
divine favor or condescension to mankind individually or eol
feetively.  In the conerete gospel sense, it iz the numerited love
nnd favor of God in Chriat, as shown in the snlvation freel
provided for mankind (see Eph. 2:9). 1t may nlso be deseribed
ns the divine influence neting within the heart, regenernting,
sanetifying and keeping it.  Graee brings the peace and joy of
assurance, It is the life of the soul, as tie soul is the life of
the body.—Owen E, Lane, Enst Alton, Il

BROOKFIELD, MO—Bro. Harold Ottwell and wife, PFast
Alton, 11, made their first visit to Brookfleld over week end
of Nuv, 20, He preached for the faithful Saturday night, Bun
day and Sundny nighta, He shuuncd not to declare the whole
counacl of God, We recommend bhim to the faithful everywhere ns
wo do Bros, ), A, SBommer, I, 1) Powers and H. L. Carlton, all who
lnhored with us this year, * * *

A few words to the subsecribers of fipiritual Call: Why not
all who can nend four NEW names with two dollars to Bro. D. A.
Bommer and have the paper sent to them for a year. We may
never know how much good conld be accomplished if 100 would
do this, and it would be so little compared with the Sacrifice
Bro. Bommer is and has made. Please consider this neriously
before deoiding otherwise.

Wa were cortliinly gind to bave hrethren from Unlonville, and
Martinatown with ua during Bre, Ottwells moting- —come again,
hrethren, we love the fellowship of those of like precious faith.
Brethren, let’s all abound more and more in the work of the
Lord for the night cometh when ne man ean work, Yours in
the work.—(. R. Blankinship.

LATER-—1 have just reecived and read with interest the
Spiritual Call for December. The brethren here—RBrog, Peavlers',
Stuurts’, Lewin’, Mitehells’, Katie Armstrong, and ourselves, are

Enclored i my cheek for same, and 1 wish
I would like for all new names to read all of

God alone
1 pray God my
I have
Carlton,

nwending 14 names,
to do more Iater.
vour articles on, “Jesun iz Coming Again™
knows how much good may be accomplished.
weak appeal for those NEW names may he effeetive,
hopes othera will join in the effort, 1 helieve Broa,
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t'olling, Ottwell, Robertson, Powers and others will help mueh
in this, Your Brother in Christ-. R. Blankinship, (Twa of
these have helped very much the past yvear, and others have
helped a considerable, for which we are very thankful: but we
must put forth a strong effort for the coming vear, nud try te
snlist others, if we wounld aceomplish the most for the Lord and
keep the paper going as now., Remember NEW names are anly
tifty ecnts each in proups, for the time being. We shall have
more papers printed for January so as to supply NEW names
that eome in, with the first issuce of the Series. You have never
heard from Mrs, Pearle Sommer hefure, and here is what she
writes:

“How many will send in a bhig list of NEW aubseriptions he-
ginning with the first of the year, to get the seriex of articlea
uf the 2nd Coming of Jesun! Are we dojng cnough to holp and
enlighten people?”  She and the publisher will he looking for
those names, Thank you!

CALIFORNIA—Dénr Bro, Sommer: T come to the defense
of the traest Chreistian T have ever known, J. Do Powers,  His
very precize explanation of God's Word as it ix written, was the
deciding factor in/l%_\' life, to come to the Churceh of Chriat, being
hrought up a Roman Cathalic. . . . So that makes Bro. Pow.
erg all the more ay “apostle™ (one sent) of Jesus Christ, hecanse
he xurely had to drink the bitter cup as did the Master. The
Lord Jesux predicted that we muxt, If we are to follow him;
Liut we are striving for the undiluted truth: we are not to wild to
nor take fram. . . . Thix dellar is wot much but one does
the hest he can. Thank you, and Gud bless you for Iaboring
in his vineyard, Sincerely, Your sister in Christ, Anna Boehle.

STOCKTON, CALIF. (Lettery Deny Brother Sommer:  Naot-
withatanding 1 hinve suffered misfurtune amd severe persecutions,
ax Paul said, T know whem 1 have helieved.  Yes, not man but
Gul, ax you abwayy teaeh. . . . We met the next Lord's
Day with about 20 present, counting children: the two Lord's
Davs sinee we have had abont 23 present with three additions,
aml we are meeting in peace, and thauk God, all seem to be
happy. . . I have ealls to come East, hut as yon said lost
winter, it ix haed on a man, espeeially one of my age, to go
from place to place when weather is coll. My health seems
te be gomd so far. Pray for me and all the faithful, and God
Blesx vou aud yours, is my prayer. )0 D Powers,

NEVADA CUTY, CALIFE. Dear Bro, Sommer: Our leader
possed away this summer, Bro, Scott, Breo, Dureett iz a very
Bumble, plain mnn and good  teacher and speaker. He drives
up frew Reseville, o distanee of 33 miles or more each Lonl's

bay afternoon and speaks twice,  lle works at his trade (an
eleetricinng For hix living, My sister awd 1 oonly get to attend
the ufternnon meetings, but <chlom fail to da that unless weather
or gickness prevent,  As near ax |oam able to judge 1 canxider
vou are contending for what is seriptural. Jugt reecived a traet
Prom e, Weed on Close Commanion, b Teartily agres with his
explnnation ux that ix exactly what 1 think the Rible teaches,
Wishing you health and fortitude for the coming year, 1 remain,

Your stster in Christ—Lethin Davis,  (Others have written us
that they endorse that traet. Fditer.)
HURLINGTON, 1OWN, Dear Brother Sommer: The Tast

Had two added to the eliureh this morning,
The ehureh here hins let the pastor ont. T have a young man
here benrning to preach. Ue ix doing fine,  Church here getting
along fine, . . . 1 have stoed against thix pastor system many

Spiritaal Call is fine,

venrs,  Your hrother in Christ, J, E, Criner. .
EART ALTON, 1LL. -During the month of November T

spent part of my vacation visting  several vongregations and
fonmd 0 hearty weleome and groups of happy people, happy be
cause they were worshiping the Lord in spirit and in truth.
The wife and 1 spent a very enjoyable weekend at Rrookficld,
Mo, and felt o hearty weleome in the home of Bro, awd Sister
Blunkinship,  Awd while at Unionville, Mo, for five dava we
bad one addition and the larnest erowds they had ever had.
The falthtul brethren are growing.  Then [ spent one week at
New: Castle, Tnd., and found o fine growp of faithful onea, There
onr meeting cloxed with an inerease cach night in attendanee.
Our largest attendanee wax 41, Weo rcan look for the work to
prow there. Harold L, Ottwell, .
ARE WE UP TO GOIVR STANDARIM!

When Poul peaned his letter to the Jews in Palestine, he in-
structed thew in mony thims, showlng how mneh better the
Luw of €hrist was than the Mosmuie lnw,  In every reapect it
wag better.  He ndso showel how mueh better the faith was of
seme men ander the law ut Mosen than it waz belng demon-
strated under the Law of Christ, for in Webrews faith was the
stundard set by some. In Heb, 11:4 Paul sayy, “By faith Emoch

Page Seven

was tranalated that he should not see death, and was not found
becanse God had tramslated him, for before hiz translation he
had this testimony, that he pleased God.”

“What is our testimony today?! Are we doing the things that
will please our Geod, iz our services such as will meet God's ap-
proval?  Will our attendance at the serviees please him! Wil
ovur love for each other please him!  Will our taleat be ex-
creised enough to please him?  Will our example he such 1o
the believers and unbelievers to be well plensing. In his sight?

Ia our giving. Ax we have been proapered. been kept to the
standard, as he will know? How will our faith stand compared
to these whom Paul mentioned here in building for that cternal
home? Are we looking for a city!? That hath foundation whoae
builder and mbke iz God!?

Are we walking worthy of the vaeation wherewjth  we
were enlled with lowlingsa and meeknesx with long suffering
forbearing enc another in love and cadenvoring to keep the unity
of the apirit in the bond of peace! Are we looking inte that
perfect law of liherty enough these days of perilous times,
that God wight say, well JJone, unto us. Harold Ottwell.

I Timothy 1:16

“*Howlwit for this cause obtainsd T merev, that in
me first Jisus Cheist might shew forth all long suf-
fering, for a pattern to them which should hereafier
helivve on him to life everlasting.”

Paul wag appointed to be a pattern for Christiang,  In
his life and teachings he et forth that we must place
Christ above evervthing in our lives,

He was a pattern in suffering afllictions. in patience. in
courage, if the fwe of opposition and danger, and in stewd-
lastness,

When near the end of his earthly life, he said: *1 have
fought a gowd fight, | have finished my course, 1 have
kept the faith,” ;

His fight was a gowml fght, beenuse he fought according
fo the rules and rvegulations given him by the Captain of
vur salvation, Jesus Christ our Lord,

e did not stop when the raee was only hall over, but
continued until the end: and abova all things he did not
deviate from the truth as he had received it from Jesus
Chaist,

Nothing dizcournged  him and nothing drew him away
from procliiming the gospel of the Son of Gad, which was
committeed to him, B

What n wonderful pattern for us 1o imitate in our lives,

Christians are to be patterns for those about Yhem @ Jesus
sid, “Let your light so shine hefore men. that they may
soe vour wood works, and glorify voue Father which is in
heaven™

The world about us is watehing our lives, and if we are
fullawers of Christ and imitators of Paul. thevy ean see it
hut judee us, not by our attendanee at the Lond’s day ment-
ing=, but upon aver every day living, on our adherenee to
the principles we profess to believe and follow :

How careful we should alwaxs be in our contacts with the
worlil, to 20 conduet oursélves that they ean see that we ave
stheere in our profession and therehy lead others to glorify
God, and obtain a part iw The inheritance which God has
reserved for all them whis love and obex him.,

Lot us wateh oweselees that one influence will be such
as to lemd others to Christ.—C. D, MeCay,

THE BIBLE is the treasuee of the poor, the solace of
the sick., the support of the dving. While other books
may amuse and instraet inoa leisure hour it is the pecaliar
teinmph of Haf bonk to create light in the midst of darkness,
to alleviate the sorrow which wdmitz ne ather alleviation, to
diveet b of hope to the heart. which no other topic
of consalation can reach, while guilt, despaie, amd  death
wanish before it holy inspiration.—Robert Hall.
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Three Important Points

There are three important peints in the Christian pil-
grimage. Just a few words upon each of them.

The first is.—Setting out on our pilgrimage. Some start
out early in life, and some late, hut if we start early or late,
the important part is that we make the start. BEeel 12:1,
“Remember now thy Creator in the davs of thy vouth while
the evil days come not, nor the yenrs draw nigh, when
thou shalt say, T have no pleasure in them.” 1t is an un-
merited mercy of God’s grace, to be moved to take the first
rtep in the Christian course. Stand therefore, having vour
loins girt about with truth, vour feet shod with the gospel
of peace, taking the shield of faith. and the Sword of the
Spirit, the word of God.” Read Eph, 6:13 to 17, To the
pilgrim who has never made the start T would say, Gold
Speed the day whc;n you make vour first start in the Chris-
tian journey. { |
~ The Second is,~~Going forward on our pilgrimage: and
this is oftentimes no easy matter. Sometimes we are sorely
hindered by the things left behind drawing us back, and
sometimes we are frightened by the things ahead in the way
of temptations: but we find in God’s word we shall not be
tempted above that we are able. but will with the temptation
also make a way to eseape. that ve may he able to bear it,
[ Cor. 10:128,

When & lion is in the wnv, we forget that (lod is able
to deliver us from the lion. And, when the wilderness is
hefore us. we remember that he who sent the cloud and
pillar of fire to direct his people of old, iz our God, and
will he our guide unto death. Speak unto the children of
Israel that they go forward. said the Lord unto Moses,
when the sen wax before them and DPharaohs host behind
them. '

Though death and hell in dread array
Thy heavenly course withstand

Go forward pilgrim on thy way

And gain the promised land.

The third is—Finishing our pilgrimage with jov, and
finding the emd to be oternal life: and thus iz the most im-
portant indeed. What trifler and pleasurer of this world,
compared with the jovs that await uz over there if we only
live faithful to the end. Ought we not to he ashamed to
desire them, when we read, Eve hath not seen. nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him. T Cor, 2:9,

Let all thy heart and all thy =oul '
Amidst thy joys and pains
Be set on that eternal gosl
Where Christ thy Savior reigns.
"—IT. R, THodges, .

“"Revivals,” "Protracted Meetings”

Among the denominations, there hns been the “revival™
for several centurier, The word “revival” meansg “a living
again”. They used to have great rouring meetings. and many
“converts” at the mourner’s hench, and in a few months
many would be back in the world. and then there would
have to e a “revival” to renew them. Churches of Chriat
have avoided that name, and ealled their meetings, “pro-
tracted meetings”. Rut do von know that they did not have
revivala or protructed mestings as we have them, in apostolic
dave? They made converts, amd such were suppored to go
to work aml not quit wed neel a orevival, Of course. in-
dividuals and churehes have gone up amd down in spiritual
zeal, and there will be the real need for “revivalg” with
many churches,

But let us tey to be like the early Christunas—keep right
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at it the year round. Manuy churches think they are dea
unless they have a protracted meeting a vear, at least. Now-
adays even the denominations accomplished little in their
revivals, and many churches have discarded them. Even
with the truth it is hard to do anything. 7/ was the in-
dividual Christian who did (he most in the Firsl Cenlury.
and we need lo revive thal method. Tet’s Torget about the
yearly “protracted meeting”, and if possible keep overs
Christian at work the year round, talking to neighhor..
sending them literature, inviting them to the regular mect-
ings to see how (lod’s  people carry on their meetings, W
should make those meetings really spiritunl =0 that th.
attendant will ‘wish to come back. Sometimes from one 11,
three hundred dollars is spent in having u *“protraciel
meeting”, and possibly there is not a single conversion to
Christ. We can use the evangelist when he is near, but
let us not become wedded to a system which lacks power
today, in its methed though not in the things spoken. T
many Christians have put forth an effori to convert sinner.
through a two weeks’ protracted meeting. and then har:
resled on our oars for the other 50 weeks of the year,
Let’s read diligently Acts of Apostles, and see what their
method was, and then try diligently lo reproduce thal,

His Life Was a “Failure” Until - - -

He said he was a King’s son.- but his neighbors aml
friends and brethren did not believe him.

He did many mighty works and deeds of charity, lLut
still they believed not in his message. Vo

_He chose twelve men to go out and tell the world about
mn work, and teaching, but sometimes their faith failed

em.

Many believed on him. hut when he pressed them too
close with righteonsness, they turned awav and said, “This
ix n hard saying.” -

He sometimes feed thousandz of. people, and when thev
continued to clamor for him, he aaid they were aftor the
lonves and fishes. .

He was poor and wandered from village to village teach-
ing his truth: and had not where to lay hiz head: and wa~
often tired. and hungry and thirsty.

The chief rulers, and elders of the “churches” utierly r-
jected him, and stirred people against him. '

e told the twelve that all would forsuke him: but one
affirmed positively that he would not, vet did before the
night was over,

e was constantly nceused falsely. and carping critics were
nt his heels to pick flawa in his speech.

On false accusations. the rulers of the state. and the
eldera of the “churches”. procured his death. for telling them
the truth. ‘

On the eross he was without friends who had desertel
himn, save a penitent thief.

His life was an utter “failure” so far as earthly ac-
vomplishment was concerned. '

And yet— e

—this heing wax exactly what he claimed toqhe :

—he arose from the grave and ascended to heaven awl
war crowned King:

—he saves from rin all those who desire to be saved:

—and he is coming again as a Judge of the living and
dead :

—and he will sy ta the fuithful “Come ve hlessed™:
wil to the wicked. “Depart. ve cursed.”

And. reader, vour life, ton. may seem a failure, but if
vou are faithful ns a Christian, it will be a great success a
waus Christ’s.





