A Continuance of “Macedonian Call”

Te be carnally minded is death, but to be
SPIRITUALLY minded is life and peace.
—Romans 8:6

Walk worthy of the vocation (calling)
wherewith ye are CALLED.
—Ephesians 4:1
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“Unto Them that Love bis Appearmg

I have fought a good fight, | have finished my course,

I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for

me @ crown of righteousness, which the Lonl, the right-

eous judge, shall give me at that day : and not 1o me only,

but unto all them also thal lure his nppenring.—Paul in
2 Tim, 4:%, 8.

These verses have heen quoted very much in the Christiam
world, but we have emphusized the glorious conclusion of
Paul’s life nearly altogether. and have not noticer the promise
that this crown of righteousness shall be given to “ALL them
alzo that LOVE hix APPEARING.”

Most professed Christinn= toduy think little about the
second coming of the Savior. und dow’t want to think about it
Many are afraid of it. 1 ouee talked on this subject, and after

the meeting, n sister said that when she thought about the
If such iz our ©

second coming of Christ. she shrunk hack,
attitude, are we prepared to die?

The Lord has left the time of his coming indefinite so that
his people would always be prepared, vet he has vontinually
warned them that he may come at any time,  Troe. puny
people speculate and even set the time when he will come. or
other such event which belongs to Gad, and they fail: this
failure has caused many to turn away altogether from the Tact
that he will come and that we know not the time.

It will be one of the most important events in the history
of man, Paul thought su much about it. that ke meentions it
al the conclusion of every chapler of the I Thesadoniaa leller,
and very much at length especially in the #th and Sth chap-
ters: and nlso in the 2nd Letter. Lot us have the passges
fresh in our minds.

“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom e rnised
from the deml even Jesug, which deliversd us from the wrath
to come.”—1I "Thess, 1:10.

“For whnt iz our hope, or joy. or crown ol rejoiving s Are
not even yve in the presence of vur Lord desus Christ ol hix
roming?'—2:14,

“And the Lord make yvou to inerense amd aboul in love
toward one another, and townrd all men. cven as we o
toward you; to the end he may establizh vour hearts unblame-
nble in holiness hefore Gadl, even our Father al the conring of
our Lord Jesus Christ wlth oll his sotnls"=—3:12, 1,

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven wilh o
shout, with the roice uf the wrehungel, and wilh-the Trimp of
God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first, Theu we which
are alive and remain shall be eaught wp together with thew
in the clouds tn meel the Lord in the wiv: and so shall we erey
he with the lard. Wherefore eomfort one another with these
words.”—4 :15-18,

“And the very iod of peace ganctify vou wholly: anil |
pray Qod your whole spirit and soul and boedy de presereed

blamelexs unlo the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,"—3

Rerd especially the 4th and 3th chapters,

’nul probably sayvs as much in these two Totters on the 2
Coming, u# in all his other writings. | have wondered: Here
are & few facts yvou might curiously consider, Mexniler the
Grest was a Macedonian, The city of Philippi was named
atter his father, and Thessaloniea where Paul preached wanl
established the church under great persecution. was named
after Alexander’> aister, Thessalonica.  Alexander conguersd
the world. amd was perhaps the most fanous general that ever
lived. No doubt the inhabitants were still thinking about and
talkintg of the wonderful dewmls of their great countryman,
who [ived no longer before them than the pilgrims lived
before us. about whom we talk so mugh, But Alexander went
away wnd conqueresd, and necer reluraed 1o bless them, King
Jesus went out and vonquerwd the world through his oldiers
of the Cross, but HE will refuen again, and will subdue all
things unto Himself, andd then will deliver the Kingdom to
the Father,

Was Paul intimating such an idea us this?

But anyway, he is coming again, and we know not the hour,
Muany are not working for 1lim, and hence nre not anxious to
have himi come and find them asleep, Many have never saeri-
fi edd unxthing tor Him who gave his life for them: and they
are not anxious {or His coming, Others never have suffered

persecution, though it is suid that “all that will live godly in

Christ Joesus, =hall <uffer persecution.”  Many, most of us,
have received tilents to use for Him. but have laid them away
in 1 napkin, And so we wre not anxious for Him to come now,
But he way rome NOW, We do not “love his appearing.”

Rut remember. that the “crown of righteousness” will
only be given to “them that LOVE Ilis appearing.”

Ix not this a good stancdard by which to measure our
spivituality and our sineerity, it we are even fairly well
informed *—are we anxions for Him to vome now?

Brilliant, Wealthy, and Yet Unhappy

Two hundred yenes ago. 1719, Goethe was born in Frank-
furt-on-the-Main, Germany. and the world of letters is honor-
ing hiz great genius this vear. N seculay paper says in an
editorial : “Goethe was Germmny’s grentest poet, a nmajor foree
in workd liternture. e also was n gront novelist and drama-
tist, un able lawyer, statesman amil seientizt, even an inventor
in his spare time: in short, a wear-universal genins.”

Many vears ago, the writer of this appraizement took the
trip up the Rhine, and stopped-at Frankfurt, mnd vizited the
house where the great writer was born, and lingerad in the
muserm on the premises which contained many reminiscences
of his bovhood dave,  Msa, | was intevested in Frankfurt
beenuse it isx close 1o the state of Hesse, whenee my grand-
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father came more than a hundred years ago, to escape the
tierman militarism. .\ thousand years ago Charlemagne held
a convocation of bishops and other dignitaries in Frankfurt.
But—Goethe was a sﬁoptir. and he has not been a moral
force that we recommend, and he was unhappy.

Some of his writings are so nasty that translators refuse
to bring them over into the English., lle ruined the life of
a German minister’s daughter, and had “affairs” with married
women. Though he no deubt wrote many good things, he
lacked morality as @ whole. What a pity that such talents
could not have heen used for righteousness! But he was
idolized by people of the worldl in general, and his life in their
eyes was a grand success, Yet in his old age “he said to
Fckerman”— -

“] have heen cstecmed one of Fortune’s chiefest favorites:
nor can | complain of the rourse my life has taken, Yet, truly.
there has been nothing but toil and care and, in my seventy-
fifth year, 1 may sty that I have never had four weeks of
genuine pleasure.”

Think of that, ye who pine for wealth and beauty and

brillinncy and honor! [le had them all, yet had not the one

thing every one is sceking—genuine happiness.

You seek for wealth, vet there is probably move unhappi-
ness of mind in the mansions of the rich than in the cahins
of the poor. You seck for personnl beauty, but it is empty and
soon passes away. You crave brilliancy of mind that you may
shine ; possibly no man that ever lived possessed more of that
than Goethe, and it failed to bring the genuine pleasure he
longed for. You sacrifice evervthing for the applause of the
woﬁd; he gained it in abundance, yet was not happy. Can we
learn nothing from history >—from the niseries of those who
have tried these things and failed ? Solomon told ux this three
thousand years ago when he sais, “Then T looked on all the
works my hands had wrought and an the labor T had labored
to do, and behold. all was vanity and vexation of spirit
[striving after wind], and there was no profit under the sun.”

Untold wmillions of peaple who have not been vich, nor
brilliant, nor honored, nor heautiful, have heen happy, not for
a pitinble four weeks (like Goothe), but four years, yvea forty
years. Why* Bechuse they had contentment of mind. They
gave themselves to Jesus Christ, and trasted in Hlim. Fyen
when Jesus dizeiples suffer for hix sake, they are commaml-
ed to rejoiee and be exeeedingly glad, The Christinn has
something the man of the world ean not have and which is the
most important thing in lifo—he has “the peace of Gl
which passes all understanding” Goethe did nvt have it,
though it is purchased without money and withomt prive,

Oh. reader. can vou not see that the greatest thing in all
the world iz to be a whole hearted Cheistian

“In the world you finl 1o find,
Dught of Iu-m'r- far troubled wind,
Came lo Cheist, on Héw heliepe,
Peace and joy you <hall veeeive.”

Protestant Building is Set for $700,000,000

COLUMBUS, O.—Une of the higgest hooms in Pratestant
church huililing i now in progress in the United States, Dy,
Elbert M. Conover, dircctor of the Interdenominational
Burcan of Church Architecture, told the annuut meeting heve
of the International Council of Religious Edueation. .\ total
of #63.000,000 in church building iz ander way, nul constene
tion amounting to 700,000,000 iz schedpded 1o stavt in the
near future, he reported,

(I wonder how much they plan to give to the poor? “That
is churchanity with little chriztinnity.)

SPIRITUAL CALL

Words Whisper, Actions Yell

I’d tather see & sermon than to hear one any day, -

I’d rather one would wulk with nie than merely tell the way:

The eye is a better pupil and more willing than the ear;

Fine counsel is confusing, but examples are always clear,

And the best of all the preachers are the ones that live their
creeds, .

For to see good put in action is what everybody needs.

1 can learn to do it, if you will let me see it done;

I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too swift
mAay run; :

And the lectures you deliver may he verv wise and true,

But 1'd vather get my léssons by observing what you do;

For I might misunderstand vou and the high advice you give,

But]‘them’s no misunderstanding how you act and how you
ive,

When.] see an act of kindness, 1 am eager to be kind ;

When a weaker brother stumbles and a stronger atays behind

Just to see if -he can help him, then the wish grows strong
in me ) :

To become as big and thoughtful as 1 know that friend to be,

And all travelers can witness that the best of guides today

Is nat the one that tells them. hut the one that shows the way.

One good man teaches many, men believe what they behold ;

e deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that are told ;

"Who stands with men of honor learns to hold his honor dear,

For right living speaks a language that to everyone is cleur:
Though un able speaker charms me with his eloquence, 1 say,
I’ rather see a sermon than to hear one any day. :

~ —Edgar A. Guest

Scattered 'i'houghh

My son, despize not thou the chastening of the Lord. nor
faint when thou art rebuked of him.

For whom the Lol loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom he reveiveth, (Heb, 12:5-6)

The trials and afflictions“that come upon us are for our
goul, il we are eareful to obey the commandments of Christ.
Alxa. they help to build up our strength and.our evidence of
Gal’s coneeen for us, “lat us not be weary in well doing for
in due seazson we shall reap if we faint not.”

The rewawd is to the faithfal, those that endure to the end.
“For our light afliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for ug a far more exeesding and eternal weight of glory.”

The trinls of this lifeaannot e compared to the glory that
ghalt be rovended at Christ’s coming: “fat us work while it is.
thy. the night cometh when no man can work.” “Let ur put
off the okl nan with his deeds aned put on the new man which
'is renewad in knowledge after the image of him that created
him,”

These are perilous times and we should be up and deing.
fight the good fight of faith, We must uphold the word of
truth at all times, There ean e no compromise with the forces.
of evil, T'oo many are drifting with the tide: They secm to
have no convictions of their own, but accept almost anything
that thair lenders suggest, v

let us-not be of that class, let us search the scriptures to
find out the truth, and then follow it without regard to how
it way affect our lives here, knowing that only those who
obey the truth have any promise of reward in the future life.

Finally, be ve stesudfast. unmoveable always ahounding in
the work of the lord.

May the Tard be with all thoge who serve him in sincerity
and truth.

=—C. D. McKay



SPIRITUAL CALL

The Apoatolic Church at Work

The working, or functioning, of a New ‘Testament congre-
gation, and the appointed order of things. as ordained by
the Holy Spirit, is very clearly specified. Under its overseers,
or elders, every member of the congregation waz -set to work
and was encouruged and exhorted to activity and zeal. Instead
of the public meetings of the congregmtion being under a
one-man monopoly, “for the sake of filthy lucre,” as j& so
rapidly becoming true of our congregations today, under the
direction of its wise and prudent overseers (), they were an
open forum in which every brother, or. ux Paul said to the
congregation at Corinth, “every one of yvou,” was permitted to
huve something to say, “one by one,” to the exhortation,
instruction or edification of the congregation. When a visiting
teacher or preacher came, as in the case of Paul at Troas,
recorded in .\cts 20:7, he occupied most, if not all of the time
devoted to teaching in the meeting, But the Scriptures verv
clearly show that such was the procedure, or order of things.
only in the case of a visiting teacher.

I Corinthians, 14th chapter, shows the order of things in
the teaching part of the service in u New Testament congre-
gation. Along with it, the apostle is discussing the miraculous
“spiritual gifts” for teaching that were bestowed upon mem-
hers of New Testament congregations, that enabled them to
tench while not having a completed Rible, Some of the
brethren in the congregation were mirculowsly inspiral to
instruct or edify it by “prophesying,” while other brethren
were 30 inspired to “speak with tongues.”  Paul crutions
them that no brother should speak to the congregation in a
tongue, or a foreign langunge, unless he was empowerml with
“the gift to interpret.” or to trunslate, or unless another
brother was presdit who wis o empowered, that “all things
be done unto edifving.”

"Iu the previous chapter, the apostle pointed out that these
temporary “spiritual gifts,” with which different members of
the congregution were miraculously empowered to instruct it,
would soon puss away and that “when that which is perfect
shall come, that which is in part shall be done away.” *“T'hat
which is in part” was the miraculous “spiritunl gifts” that
were bestowed until the revelation of the Christiun religion
was fully and completely made by inspired men. “That which
is perfect” is the full, complete revelation. or, in other worls,
the completion of the Rible canon. From the close of the
canon, when inspired men completed the revelation, uitil the
end of the world, all divine revelation ix in the Bible. Any
man today with a Bible in his hamds has aceess to all divine
revelation. lle hnz evervthing, in the way of vevelation, that
cume through a
brother in the congregation, who has a Bible, and who obeys
the Spirit’s command to. “Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to he ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). has all that God,
in His wisdont, provides to enable him to “be complete, fur-
nished completely” to take his turn, or. as Paul =uys, to s}lwnk
1o the congregation “one by one, that all may learn, and all
may be exhorted.”

Thus, in these instructions to the church at Corinth, as to
the use of the “spivitunl gitts"” thut were confereed upon them
during the time of the incomplete Rible, Paul setz out the
urder ol tenching in the congregation, as it wag instituted by
the apostles. When the congregation was assembléd. all the

hrethren were encouraged to, and were given the opportunity -

to actively participate in the teaching part of the service.
“What it is then, brethren » When ve come together, cach one
hath a psalm. hath a teaching, hath a revelation. hath. u
. tongue, hath an interpretation, Let all things he done unto
udifying.” (1 Cor. 11:26.) It is very clear that the order of

“spiritual gift” in the miraculous age, Any
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things cstablished by the apostles in the New Testament
churches embraced an open forum in which every member of
the congregation (the women were commanded to “keep
stlens o in the churches.” or to refrmin from making speechos)
Wit eXpeeted, enconruged to, and given an opportunity to say
semething towamds the instruction. wdifieation or sxhortation
of the congregation. It was not until ihe Great Apostusy set
in that the onesman “vegulur preacher”™ was able to fake over
on a Hlthy Juere” basts, That “regulae prencher,” who soon
wus enlled “the bishop.” became the Pope of Rome and for
many centuries has so poisoned the religious atmosphere of
the world, “for filthy luere’s sake.” that the original, primi-
tive,Tapostoliv order of things in the churches has almost been
lost sight of.—l, Ao N in L postolic Times,

The Second Greatest Document in
the World?

The Rible is the - greatest weitten production which the
World has ever seen. Grentest, beenuse it has done more for
Justice el penee and happiness in the world, than perhaps
wllthe vther documents combined, Pechaps the nest greatest
ducunient lor the justice awl opportunits for man in a tem-
poral way, is the Constitution of the United States of Amer-
wa, rigned September 150 FIST which dute is celebrated] ax
“Constitution Day.” 1t not onky helped make Amerien great
hut wux o pattern for many other nations, .

The writer of thege lines has a distinet, memory ol that
Constitution, becuuse in high sehool he had to memorize the
whole production, with it 15 pagges of small type, which was
no easy taxk for a boy with & memory like a sieve!

JUSTICE and FAIRNESS of man toward. man, isx the
fuundation of thiz Constitutioh. A of you remember the
opening stutement—"We, the people of the United States, in
order to form o more pevfect union, estublish JUSTICE,

"insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense,
primote the general wellnre, anmd securs the blescings of liber-
1v 1o ourselves awd our posterity, du ordain and establish
this Constitution for the United Mtates of America”

In “Amendment Article VI we have this concerning Fuir-
ness—"In ALL criminal prosecutions, the acensed <hall enjoy
the right toa speedy amd PUBLIC teinl by an IMPARTIAL
jury.” ete, '

Notice. that by thix Constitution, every one had the civil
right to a “PURLIC™ trial. not a seeret one: and that it was
to be by an “IMPARTINL® jury, How different some trials
in xome professed Churches of Christ, The elders elaim
ABRSOLUTE authority, and demand “seeret” investigations
much like the “Inguisitions™ of the Roman Church a few
centurivs agao,

Under the Constitution always every man iz entitled to an
STIMPARTIALY jury, In other words, he should have’ as
much say nhout setecting it az these who aceuse him, Rut
think of a so-called “chureh of Cheist,” in which the elders
make the aveusations, hear the charges thecome the jury or.
judge), aned decide the cose, nod exeente the judgment which
they have UNJUSTLY vendered ! The ‘Congtitution wounld
no! stand foir thal for a momen?, Why, right #re in Tudian-
apoliz, a negro-was accused of muidering two women, had a
change of venue to another county. had confessed himself to
the evimes {zome taid under duvessi, and condemned to die,
but the Supreme.Court of the United States said he had not
received a fair trial. and that he would have to be given a
new trinl, Both the state and necused had agreed to the jury,
but that was rejected by the highest court in the land. See -
how cureful onr Constitution i, meeonding to that court, that
n man shall receive full justice, But szea how lightly some
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elders treat JUSTICE; which is so dear to the American
people in general.

'he Bible is the Conatitution to the Church of God, and
all the way through that, JUSTICE is probably emphasized
more than any other one thing—that men shall be treated
fairly—as each one would wish to be treated if he were in
the same plight as the accused.

If there is any one virtue which this writer has tried to
exercise toward his fellowmen is that of FAIRNESS. OUne
that is not fair, and does not treat all matters with fairness
is either governed by prejudice, passion or is downright
digshonest, and is not on the road to heaven., That is one
renson that in our bouk, (‘hurch of Christ, written 35 vears
ago, in referring to the trinl of elders, we said seven limes
wilthin three or four pages, that they are entitled to a *‘frir,
impartial” hearing. .And the xume fairness upplies to every
other member of the Church. It may interest some to quote
the passages we mention— )

“In the governments of men, EVERY accused mdn is
allowed an IMPARTIAL jury.”—DPage 169,

“Having against it the common doctrine in law thal a man
hasx n right to be Iried by an IMPARTIAL jury.”—Page 169,

“The naturul thing, then, to do would be to look on the
outside of the congregation for some Christians who would
nol likely be prejudiced. Perhaps those bringing the charges
and the one against whom the charge is byought would agree
voncerning some brother whom they both considered would be
IMPARTIAL in such matlers.”—DPage 170.

“The accused elder could not say he was not getting an
IMPARTIAL HEARINU, when he himself would have as
much say as any one else in saving who should he the judges,”
—I 170. :

“No one can think of a method of trying elders which
would be more FAIR, simple and =criptural than this”—
Page 171. i

“The second position we huve considered ix thiat the natural
way to try them [eldera] iz to call for zome one outside that
particular church, inaemuch as those in it wonld likely be
prejudiced, or at lenst. would he considered o by the accused.”
—Page 172, :

These are some of the points we hrought out on Church
Government 35 vears ago: and taking the book ax a whole. on
that subject we endorse it today as written. except that today
we would give more details on some teaching that thev might
not be twisted. s Brother Daniel Sommer often -said,
regarding those who twist the Scriptures. we woull say
regarding wresting our own Writill¥ﬂ. “The lord made no
provision against the dishonest mind.” _

Preachers, elders, deacons, or any other memberz who will
not act JUSTLY toward their fellowmen. and especially
toward their brethren in the church, are hypocrites and not
Christians, What a reproach before the world when professed
leaders in the Church divide churches in their Injustice, such
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as will not he tolerated in temporal matters by the Constitu-
tion of the United States. .

If such people die without correcting their Injustice; they
will be that way through eternity, for almost the last words
in the Bible are these—"He that is UNJUST, let kim be
unjust STILL.” (Rev. 11:11.) How saddening that will be
for them. How unchangeable!

The Church Established

The Prophet Isainh, about the vear 160 B.C. in Tsa. 2:2, 3.
stated. and it shall come to pass in the last days, that the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top
of the mountains, nnd shall he exalted above the hills, and all
nations shall flow unto it. and many people shall go and say,
come yve, and let us go up to the mountain of the lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob: and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth
the law and the word of the Lord from Jerusaiem. See Micah.
4:1, 2. The prophetic eves of these men was on the establish-
ment of the Lord’s house (Church) in the last days. I Tim.
3:14, 15, at the time of these prophetic statements the
Hebrews (Jews) were the chosen people of God. Daniel,
nbout the year 603 B.C. in the interpretation of Nebuchad-
nezzar’s Dream tells of the four great powers of which three
were vet to come. [n Daniel 244, the prophecy is made, and
in the days of these kinge shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom which shall never he destroyed: and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms and it shall stand forever.

Now a definite time has been set for the eatablishment of
the kingdom. The Babylonian Empire was a world power
from 606-536, B.C, The Perrian Empire was a world power
from 536-330, B.C', The Greek Empire was a world power
from 330-146, B.C., and the Roman Empire was a world
power from 146, B.C, to 476, .\.D. Christ was born during
the period of the Roman Empire: so gecording to Daniel this
Kingdom had to e set up sometime between 606 B.C. and
176 .\.D. About the year 26 .\.D). John the Baptist, as foretold
in Malachi 3:1, began to preach, Matt. 3:1, 2. In those days
vame John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness of Judea
and auying, Repent ve for the Kingdom of_heaven i at hand.

Jesus was preaching, after John had been put in prison,
Mark 1:15, and saving, “The time is fulfilled and the King-
dom of God is at hand: Repent ve and believe the Gospel.”
Jexur rent out his disciples with this instruction, Matt. 10:7,
and as ve go preach, saying. the Kingdom of heaven is at
hand. When Jesus later sent out the Seventy disciples he
inctructed them, Luke 10:9, and henl the sick that are there-
in. il say unto them, the Kingdom of God is come nigh
unto you, Jesus made a statement to Peter, Matt. 16:18, and
| say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of hell shail not prevail
against it.”

The church had not yet heen established, but Christ called
it his Church. so then it must be Christ’s Church or the
Clurch of Christ (1 shall take Christ’s word for it), I Cor.
3:23: Heb. 3:6: Rom, 16:16. How long will it be until it will
he eetablished ¥ In Matt. 16:28, verily 1 say unto you, there
be some atanding here, which shall not-taste death, till they
see the Son of man coming in his Kingdom. Also, Mark 9:1,
It was to be in the lifetime of some of those who were there
nesent, when Jexus was upon the cross of Kingdom had not
wen estublished. because of the words of the thief, Fuke
2342, and he said unto Jesur. Lord remember me when thou
comest into thy Kingdom. Thur Jesus lived and died upon
the cross before the Kingilom had come. See Luke 23:51. The
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Kingdom had not come when Jesus ascended to glory. See
Acts 1:6-9, A few days after Jesus had ascended to heaven,
his apostles were in the city of Jerusalem, and in Acts 2nd
Chapter. We have the record of the Holv (ihost descending
from heaven in mighty power, demonstrating to his apostles
the fulfillment of his promise. John 1.4:26, Mk, 9:1 and of
Peter’s sermon. Then in Acts 2:17, Peter apeaks of the last
days referred to in Fsa, 2:2, Mic, 4:1. 2 and Joel 2:28, and
so this would be the proper fime and place for the eatablish-
ment of the Lord’s house, accorling to Isa. 2:2, 3 and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem, Isa. 2:3, and -Micah 4:2,
and Luke 24:46, 47, \ll agree that Jerusalem was the begin-
ning place, and then was Peter preaching in Jerusalem. The
people were pricked in their hearts, wanted to know what to
do. Deter answered (.\ets 2:38). Then Peter xaid unto them,
Repent and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of 8ins and ve ahall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost. We learn there were about three thousand
Souls added unto them that day. Acts 2:41, and the Lord
added to the Church daily such as should be saved, Acts 2:47.
We cannot find where any one war ever added to the Church
before the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem. And Micah 4:8 savs
the first dominion of the Kingdem shall come to the daughter
of Jerusalem. Paul savs, Jerusalem which ix above is free,
which is the mother of us all. ANl Christians Gal. 4:26,
Nothing can be traced hevond its mother or beginning. The
Church (Kingdom) began at ajud in Jerusalem. The apoatle
John speaks of heing in the Kingdom. Rev. 1:9: which was
ubout D, 9G. Paul aaid, he and the Colossians brethren, had
heen translated into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. (‘ol.
1:13. So the Kingdom or Church wax established on the day
of Pentecost about A.D. 33.

One can get into that Kingdem today by doing exactly
what they did then. Believe, Heb, 11:6, Repent, Lk, 13:3, 5,
Acts 1730, 31, 2 Pet. :49. Confess, Rom. 10:9, 10, Matt,
10:32, Be haptired, Netx 2:38, Mk, 16:15, 16, Aets 11:26 they
were called Christians, and Netr 2:45, the Lord added to the
Church daily. In Romane 16:16, we find the name churches
of Christ, or (hurch of Christ for a gingle congregation.

Yes, the Church of ("hrist estublished on the day of ente-
vost is still here, and will stand forever. Itsx foundation is
sure, lan, 28:16, it is stronger than death, Yes, death i con-
yuered, the grave robbed of ita prev. its vietim arese from the
durk domain of the silent tomh,  Aseended to the glory world,
to the heights sublime.  Beckoning us to come unto Him.
and share hiz pence und rest aml heavenly jov, at the Father’s
right hand,  This Chureh invites and welcomer vou into its
fold, tMEN.—Semd to Mrs. A, R Dix, Rockville, Mo.. for
copies of this traet,

Seek First the Kingdom

1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,

that ve present vour hodies a living sacrifice, holy, necept-

able unte QGod, which is vour rensonahle service. RRom.

12:1.

The firat reference to scrifice that we have in the Bible is
the sacrifices which were offered by Cain and Abel. They both
made offering unto (tod, and God accepted Abel’s offering,
It rejected Cain’s. :

Why ? Because Abel offered of his flock, and shed the blood
of his offering. while Cnin offered of the fruit of the ground.
We are told in Hebrews that Abel did it by faith, so it ix
ohvious that God had told them what to offer, and the recorl
informs us that at that time God talked personally with man.
for he told Cain that if he did well that he would be accepted.

We gee by thia that in order to he pleasing to (lod we must
tlo az he says, (God required the shedding of the blood of an

-
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animal to cleanse from sin. Abel took from the best of his
flock, and was accepted. Cain tilled the ground and did not
have an animal that he could offer, so he thought, as manv
do toduy, that he could substitute something that he had. the
fruit of the ground. for that which God had commanded.
But hiz offering was rejected.

Should not we take a lesson from that and do what God
commands us in the gospel. through Christ and the apostles
and not attempt to substitute our own idens for what He has
commanded ¥

’l‘hroufhout the Old Testament, Gud made it clear that he
meant what he said. und in making a sacrifice to him they
were told to take of the hest of the tlock. that which was
perfect in every way. He was to come first. The Jews were
required to offer to Him the firs! fruits of the season. All of
which required u personal saeritice on the part of the individ-
unl. to give to the Lord the first and best that they had.

To test Abraham’s faith, God commanded him to offer
Asanc, his only =on, the one concerning whom God had made
grent promises to him: by thux trusting and obeving God,
Abrahim received a blessing.

In vongidering instances of self-sueritice for God, the case
of Elijah and the widow of Zaraphath comes to minil, as re-
corded in the seventeenth chapter of 1 Kings,

There we are told that because of the sins of Ahab, God
brought a severe famine upow the land, God sent Elijah to
this widow to live with her while the famine lasted. Elijah
found the widow gathering sticks with which to bake n cnke,
for hergelf and her son, of the lnst handful of mesl and with

“the little oil that was-left. Elijah told her to first bake a cake

for him, and then one for herzelf. Here this woman and her
son was facing starvation, and was ready to die, but she was
willing to first feed Elijuh the prophet of Gad. Elijah prom-
ised ber. that as God liveth, the meal and oil would net fail
until it rained. How many of us, under sueh circumstances,
avould e willing to feed n stranger firat ¥

Yelt Jesus, the Son of God, has progised us that if we will
seek first the kingdon of heaven and its righteousness, that
we will have all of the necessitiex of our temperal life added
to us, Do we believe that * Many aet ax though thev did not.
for they devote nll of their energies to providing for the needs
st plensures of thix Life, g lenve but little time or strength
ta devote to the Lord’s work.

Many of those who cnll themselves Christians will so
manuge their affaivs that when the day comes to meet with
the Lard around hix table, that they say that they are too
tired, that they need to rest. Or, they will leave some work
around the place to be done on Sunday for they say that is
the only time they have at home; or, they will go out on
Suturday night and spend the night in pleasure, and in the
morning will not put Torth enough energy to get up and_go
to the-Lovd’s house for worship.

Will God be pleaged with such o life®

God wants 1o slwaye come first in all of our thoughts and
doings. .

I’rul beseeches ug to prexent our bodies a living sacrifice to
God, and mays that it ix a rearonable service, v

Jesus, spesking 6fthe widow who put two mites into the
trensury. snid that she had put in more than any of the
others, for she had put in «ll that she had.

The question for us is. how cnn we present our hodiex a
living aacrifice to God ¥

11 secins to me that one way to do it iz, to always keep as
n motto what Jesus waid. “Seek firs/ the kingdom of heaven
and its righteousness,” hence when w question arises whereby
we muat choose ns to whether we shall give Glod service, or,
whether we shull gratify our own desires. it may be either our
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temporal duties, or our desire for pleasure, then we can
sacrifice those. desires, and give our time and efforts to the
Lord first. E

Panl describes s certnin class ar heing lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of (iod, we should be just the opposite of
that and be lovers of God more than lovers of pleasure,

Since God so loved us that he gave his only begotten Son
to die for us, should not we he willing to make a sacrifice of
our desires in order to serve him“who has done so much for us.

‘ —Fred D. Weed

SOME NEWS FROM SOME BRETHREN

NEWTONGRANGE, SCOTLAND, 14th Sept. 1948—Dear Brother
Bommer: T thank you for the copy of the Spiritual Call which
renched me yesmtorday. It contains rellable teaching, and ecun be
highly recommended to all cnrnest seckers ufter ‘‘the truth” us
reveuded in God’s Word, The 8, C. is the most helpful magazine in
hringing “the Fundamental Truth” contained in the Bible before
the people—(1) Bin, (2) Bacriflee, (3) Salvution, the theme I would
venture te call the three 888, which 1 have declared very often
during my 61 yeurs' gervice for the Master, [ have nover shunned
to deelure the whole counsel of God. 1 have ulways upheld truth
und exposed false doctrine, nnd with God’s help will seek strength
to remain falthful to the end. . . . -—George Alian,

(This aged brother ls past 80 years, and has preached 81 yeurs,
und from what I have printed from him, and read from other of his
writings, I think he knows what he 1s talking about.—Editor 8, C.)

CLINTWOOD, YA.—Preached over 2 Lord’s days on Dotson Fork
of Bold Camp with the host attention; many scomed very much
interested nnd cdeslred meeting to continue on, but stormy und
rainy weather made it almont fmposaible. No chureh of Christ in
this community. Numbury were honrd to suy they never henrd the
Bible explained wo plain before, 1 aset forth tho Now Testament
Chureh, ghowed the vrrorn of denominutionalism  doetrines and
commandments of men, Muny ncknowledged the pluin facts, und
if the truth could be preached repeatedly much good could he ae-
complished in these purts—J, D, Powers,

EAST ALTON, ILL.—-Aug. 20—Bro. Gilford Wisdom of Jersey.
ville, 11, Bro. Eddie Grapes of Wood River congregution and
myrelf went to Worthington, Mo, Aug. 27, 28, to uttend a muetin
just starting under the services of Bro, H, L. Carlton of Vienna, Il
The meeting got off to n good sturt us severnl vongrogutions were
resent for u basket dinnor wnd ull dny serviees Sunday, Wo en-
_Toyud the fellowship of the faithful brethren in that part of
Missouri, and were strengthened much by their stand and cournge
for the Lord. We enjoyed ourselves in the hommes of Bro, Collins,
Bro., Hodges wid Bro. Fowler, May Uod strengthen the cause in
thut pluce und everywhere, where Hrothren are standing for the
Truth of the Gospel—H, L. Othwell ]

DES MOINESR, [OWA--1 wns down to Worthington, Mo, Lord's
Iny, Hept. +  Went down Saturday afterncon and heard Bro.

© (urlton in the evening. Thoy hud o basket dinner and service in.

the afternoon. Had u good talk with Bro, J. A, Collina; stayéd all
night there, nnd wus nt Bro, Hodges in Unionville, Lord's Day
night. Wax at Bro. Ora Robinson’s afternooen till evening service,
| tulked ut Unionville Lord's Day evenlng, But told them that the
next time I expeeted to hear someo of them tolk. . . .—C, D. MeCay.
© JERSEYVILLE, ILL.—We have had four ndditions recently, nnd
woleome them into our midst. The two men are both taking active
purt in our worship., The church here is getting nlong fine, every
one wunting to do und help all they can and no one wanting to
vxnlt himself. There is o splirit of Christinn love us thore should be,
Our attendnnee Lord’s Day morning s about 50; Bunduy and
Wednendny nights avernge about 22.—Robert Shulte,

W, J, NTONFE In un old brothier, now of 3898 Ellis 8t,, Corona,
Calif, He wun an chler muu{ yoeurs, and has heen the menns of
lielping start three congregations in his life, they meeting somo in
hin house, Dro. Stone has had definite convietlons and steod to
them. 1 did not always ngroe with him in some things, but they
were unessentinl. He and his wife have heen the kind of maturial
piliurs of the Chureh are mado of. Ho muny today have little con-
vietton, and are following the crowd, and are listening to men
ruther than God. He fa very sick now, in both body and mind. The
publisher of the & ¢, may never get to see him again here, but
expectn to meet him above when all the battles for truth and
righteousness are enided, Many know this old ceuple, and you
would wencournge their hearts If you would write them « lettor in
their declining yvurs, for the battles they have fought for the truth
of Uod. Charncter is whut counts with God. Here iy & poem which
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was written by BSlster Stone's father over a hundred years ago,
which 1 happened to run across in looking over some old Mace-
donlan Calls where it was published, and it will-be a comfort to
them In the evening of life:

) The Bower of Prayer
(Written in 1840 by James Daniel Bennon, father
of Mra, W, J, Btone.)
To leave my dear friends, and with neighbors to part,
And go from my home, it affects not my heart
Like the thoughts of ahsenting myself for a day
From that humble retreat,.where I've chosen to pray.

Sweet bower where the pine and the poPlnr do apread,
And wove in their branches, a wreath o’er my head,
How oft have I knelt on the evergreen there

And poured out my soul to my 8aviour in prayer.

The lofty, shrill notes of the loved nightingnle
That dweit in the bower, I observed as my bell
To call me to duty while birda in the alr

Bang unthems of praiscs, whilst I went to prayer,

How swoet were the xephyrs perfumed by the pine
The lvy, the balsani, the wild eglantine,

Hut sweetor, oh sweoter superlative there

‘The: joys that I've tasted in answer to prayer,

Oh, Jesus niy Saviour, oft deigned to meet,

And blessod with his presence in my humble retreat.
Oft filled me with rapture and blossedness there
tindleting In heaven’s own language my prayer.

Sweot bower, I muat leuve you und bid you adieu
And pray my devotions to purts that are new,
Well knowing my Buviour resides everywhere
And can in all placen, give answor to prayor.

THE YEARNING OF MANY OLD-PROPLR
“Put your urm around me; there, like thaf.
Just u little potting at life's setting,
For 'tls hurder to be brave,
When old age comes cree
Aund finds us weeping,.
l.oved ones gone, . .
Just u little petting ut life's setting,
For I'm old, alone, und tired .
Awd my long lite's work ia done.”

A BISTER whom we have udmired becuuse she hus given her life
tu tnke eure of hor mother till she died, writes the following in
rosponse tu our request to write domething, und we hope our
renders will look up the weripturvs she cites: _

“Find these in your Bible when trylug to uphold the truth you
fcel that the odds are ngainst you: Pealms Be:lf. < lsaiah 11:6. ..
Ecel, 814 , .. Kecl, 11:6 . ., Psalm 37:33, 36 .. . Exekiel 8:17-21.
—A Blater in Indlana.” '

We hope our sinters, ns well ns others, will ponder these strip-
turcs; und we hope other sisters, as well na {wrothuu, will send
scriptures which strike them nu very helpful in the buttle ngainst
sin, and tell why you like that acripture, Or, write a little article,
You might quote the words of the referonees, so that every one
will get the henefit: Lot us “edify one another”, as Paul commands.
(Plenne write pluinly and on one aide only of the paper.) . .. A
DYINU ‘WORLL and u dylng church noed a strong call to repont:
ance, The Spiritiml Call is trying to furnish that. - Won't you help
suve the chureh and world by procuring ten new suwbseribers?
Only 8§0c each.

STOCKTON, CALIF. (4418 E. Wushington, 47A)—My Dear Bro.
Hotmer: 1t ls snd to stato that [ wan called by tolegram to hasten
home—that wife hnd_n stroke, and ia serlously il Bome signe of
chunge for the hetter.-8nd Indeed aguin, for 1 had just started a
meeting In w new plioe I Vieginin; spoke three nighta with fine
intereat, | wak #o sorry to huve to leave this meoting, There were
a fow brethren there but were not organized, but they wanted to
atund foursquure for the gospel of Christ. 1 loft them with w sad
heart. I trust the Lord wifloh cus me to return to this gremt mission
fleld. Lot us pray to that cnd, nnd that wife may recover—J, D,
Powoers, d -

Weo have hoen watehing with interost-thiv humble work of Bro.
Poworn, this old soldier of the cross. Golng from house to house.
speuking privately to those whom he met, as well us publicly—thiv
la the way much good wus done Iy the apestolic days. Let us pray
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that his wife may scon recover, and that he can return to Virginia,
his old home. . .Why not all who know Bro. Powers write him a
letter of comfort in the fight of faith he is making, for he ia
enduring for the goapel more than you know, Why not our readers
sond him a contribution for the work he has done for scveral
montha, to help pay carfare, eote.?

UNIONVILLE, MO.—Our meeting closed ut Worthington Sept.
11; ane was baptized. Had a good meeting in the face of opposition,
Began here Monday night, 12th, with attendance considering:
intereat and attention excellent.—H. L. Carlton.

CHRIST I8 UNCHANGED

Jesus Chriat the same yeaterday today and forever (Heh, 13:8))

A careful atudy of the acripturea will show any candid mind that
he ia the same unchangeable Being. To change hia methods today
with the flimay excuse that times have changed, hetraya a lament-
able state of rebellion in the human heart. Nothing but a return to
God as the “Allwise,” in teaching and practice, will heal the back-
slidden church, or unite the professed people of the living God,

We have got to he a humble people with a relivmee only wn
Jeaus Christ and faithful obedionee to his luws and ordinances, if
the ehurch ia to be the Lamb’s wife and wear nlone his name and
recognize him as “Lord and Master.” We muat once und for all
seck to disband all eccleaiasticlama and reject wll the traditions
and doctrinea of man.

Nothing will atand the teat but the BRible, To helieve the gospel
and obey it aa Christ demanded will win the favar of tiod and
give strength and power to the faithful in Zion that noue of their
cnemies can succesafully resiat the windom and power by which
they build for eternity. May God help the faithful ta endure to
the end.—Norn L. Hlnnklna‘\ip.

VAIN RIGHTEOUSNESS

Jeaua, in hia sermon on the mount, anid “Take heed that yve do
not your Rlma bhefore men, to be xeen of them: Otherwisne ve have
no reward of your Father which ia in heaven™ ’

Hore iz a warning that none can afford to everlook. While these
are plain and atmple worda it ia altogether too cnay to fall into thia
condemnntion, Yea we know what Chriat in talking about alright,
hut the teat comes when ita our turn to choose hetween self-glori-
fication, which ia necording to the fleah, ur the glory of God in
Heaven,

Alma (righteonnncan) ineinde auwch things asx praver, faating,
honeaty, justice, moral integrity ete,, and without thia righteonanesa
it would indeed he bmpoasible to serve tod, On the other hand it
in said to know that many may do this righteouancas and yet lose
their reward, all because they love the praise and appiand of wen,
It ia only human nature that we are thus minded. Did you ever
notice A& amall child, how they are delighted when they recvive
praise for the little things that they do? This wmakea ue reatine,
all the moro, that we all muat be horn ngain, of the Spirit ax well
as the water. Thercfore let ua not Le ns the hypoerites nre, secking
the glory of men; but let ua aerve God and acck hix glory, although
we may not recelve thanka, we may not he noticed, we may he
hated, we may be peraccuted. Yot we cannot forget the repeated
warninga of Jeaua, When we atand at the judgment, facing ctern:
ity, lot us ao work that our rightvowameax will have not hweon in
vain.—Lyle Cariton.

THE GOSPEL TIDINGS is n very respectable religious paper
published in Texaa by members of thia great Movement to try to
restore the Apoatolic Church. 1t may intereat our renders to kuow
that the past year or two, they have published xevernl of our Front
page articles, two of thew on their frout page. The articles are
"15,000,000 Americana Anxious to learn the Teath and we won’t
Teach them,” referring to the young people hetween & or 8 voars
and 10, Another article, “33 Rulea on How to Be Happy™: and
another, “Jeaua Dicd of n Broken Heart™. If these so struck that
rditor that he wizhed to pasn their truth on, it might help our
-vaders to go back and reread them. ., The front page with the
antman picture, Reptember, may be considered melancholy by some,
hut AL T. Kerr, an elder, writes, that “it war excellent and should
he read by all carcfully.” Nolomon anys that “by the audness of the
conntenance the henrt inomade botter,” There is too much of the
romie atrip and funny stuff on the radio, to permit the “Chriatian”™
to think scrioualy of life. Paul speaks about living “xeberly,
righteoualy and godly in thin preacat world,” If we all realine that
Josus may come tonight, which ix true, there will be more soberness

in ua,
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- HOW OLD ARE YOuU?
This article was written by Bro. A, R. Moore, and
is characteristic of his style: and wmany readers
will recall him when he was atill living. It ia
copied by Siater A, R. Dix—Editor & C.

The firat man lived 830 years—the seventh from Adam lived 285
years, but did not sce death, while Moses died at 120 minna the
mark of old age. (Deut. 34:7).

Christ could have lived here forever —He Inid duwn His life
(John 10:18),

Most people frown at old-age. Some refuse to tell how old they
are, while many of the gentler sex stand 2till at forty- Rarmh is
the only Bible womnan whese age is given at death—Rhe wan 127,
Age should not be reckoned by daya passed but by yeara to come,
Condition of mind and hody is a better index to age than passing
of time. A half evntury pgone is no token of death hecsuse one-
fourth the race die before five yveam old: certainly they do not
decrease from ald age. Thus the ratio of death from birth to twenty
in greater than the twe decades from 30 to TO. Dont he alarmed
nbont yenrs—like clonds they come and go hut the sun shines on,
Tf man had nothing but time to fight he wonld be goad for a Liww
years, We are able to inerease the period of life or we can shorten
the springtinic of vouth. A man may any -*Well, | am fifty: T may

©expeet tu be braken down™ or he may he optimistic and forget the

vears behind—the body may get much nourishment trom the mind,
hfulmnuu wid, “ax a wan thinketh in hix heart, =0 iz he™ {Prov,
REER

Fuod, elimate, sleep, rest and reereation add te longevity: while
expostre, lust, exeessive living and unwarranted wmental agitation
will ehent the bady, paizy the hand and dim the exe. The past life
of na avtomabile may he ive vear, yvot goosd as new  usage standas
for age.

“Work ta eat’ (2 Thes, . A R Moare, .

*
A Peculiar Treasure

When studying the word of God we find that he speaks of
his peaple asa pecuhar treasure, When we think of a treasure
we think of samething of great valwe—perhaps of the greatest
Ureasure on earth in value—the dinmond.  The diamond is
the most hrilliant of all gens, anl we remember when we go
back to the worls of the Saviour in Matt, 3:16. “let vour
light =0 =hine before men that they may s vour-goml works
and glorify your father which'is in heaven,”

A Christian in the sipht of God js precious to him as a
diamond is precions in the sight of men. When we readd in
the worl of Gad about 15300 vears before the Naviour came to
thiz curth, here he savs, “Now therefore iF ve will obey my
vaice indeed and keep my covenant xe shall be a peculiar
treasure unto me above all people for all the sarth is mine™
Exod, 19235,

We fiml i the alid testament that God’s people were get-
timge along pretty well until they wanted to be like the nations
around them, they wanted a king over them. \z we go hack
to the wards of the Saviour az he was speaking for the apostles
and others, Jeobn 1713 *Sanctify thewm through thy truth,
thy wond is trath,” By these wonlz we find that a Christian
ts to b sot apart from the world: by this we do not mean
that we are to deess different with clothing that makes us
stainl out from the other people of the world, or soparate
ourselves from the people of the world, but we are not to
walk in their worldly wavs, such ax dancing, theatrs going.
card plaving, cte, When we o not these things we are
prealinge to the world amd set apart from the world, We are
nat tn he dizeoneignal when we arve stall in smber, for God's
wonds tell us we aie not goeat in number, Deat. T3, “The
Lonl dis not et hix Tove upon vou jor choose vowr becausse ve
were more i nwmber than any people, for ve were the fowest
of all prople.” And the son of God savz the way is not erowded
on the rod 1o eternad Life, Jolin 7210 “Siraight i the gate
aml parrow s the way which doadvetl unte life and few there
be that Gimd it

The cost was very high to God ta give mankind a chanes
for oternity, Titus 211, “Who gave himsell for us that he
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might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto himeelf
a peculiar people zealous of g:nd works.” So we also read in
,‘t)%enc 3:16. So we find that Christians coat God a great price,
so they are ns a great treasure to him.

\When we are haptized into Christ, God made us citisens of
his kingdom. We read in Eph, 2:19, 20, “Now, therefore, ye
are no more stranger: and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saintz and of the household of God; and are built
upon the fountdution of the apostles and prophets Jesus Christ
himself being the chief cornerstone.” So again we find that
we are peculiar in the eves of the world, but a citizen with
the saintg of Uod.

* 'Then we find also in the Romun letter what we are to do in,

_ ot lubor in, the work of God. We are not to be like the peoplo
of the world, but to change ourselves and shape are mind in
the ways of God. Then we can prove to the world that we are
Go’s people, #s we read in Romana 12:2,—“And be not
conformed to this world but be ye transformed hy the renew-
ing of your mind that ve may prove what iz that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.” .

And agrin we say a2 we walked this earth of sin and sorrow
—we are here on trial and God will try uz here to zee if we
are worthy to enter into the heavely home for eternal life. We
read in I Cor, 3:16, 17, “Know ve not that ve are the temple
of God and the spivit of God dwelleth in vou? If any man
defile the temple of God him shall God destray, for the temple
- of God iz holy which temple ve arve.”

Az \dam ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil and
bronght death upon all of us. Christ has given us a chance
for eternal life hy keeping hiz commandments, he gives us the
right to the tree of 1ife, Rev, '22:14,—“Blessed ave they that
do hix commandments that they may have right to the tree
of life and may cuter in through the gates into the city.”

- —Flmer R. Smith

HIS WAY OF GROWING SPIRITUALLY
AND SPREADING THE TRUTH
Dewr Bro, Sommer—I do nol risit yon fhis way as oflen
ax | shauwld, but | love and enjoy the Spivitual Call, and
somelimes [ think that o cerlain ixsue ix the desl ever, bui
whan the nexl nne arrives, il seems it i betler yel. | READ
IT ALOUDL TO THR REST OF THE FANILY. [How
many of wur veaders do that >—D.A.N.|  Keep up the good
work. I am encloxing on order fur two Simplified New
Testaments to be mniled 1o our son and wife in—wha wera
recently baptized in thal One Hody: and I think the tesia-
wmenls will he u grea! help 1o them in sludying the Rible,
Waounld also thal you send (hem the Spivitual Call for n year,
and the remainder of the $10 wse lo spread he gospel, and
help cnvey 1o n lost and ruined world the slory of the Cross

and Gad’s poswer to smire. THE PRINTED PAGE I8 A.

WONDERFUL MERDICN TO SPREAD THE GOOD TID-

INGS, for therehy you reach many who never come o church”

services: und who bnows, SOME MAY BE INFLURNCRD
AS 1 WAR 1 FEW YRARS AGO. ax those wham Pawl
preached to down there ! Bevea, May (ind bless you and bee
you lu carry on the good wark, Vours in Christ,—Pawl I,
Harmon, Lrbana, Bl .. . (We are lrying hard lo make the
Npivitual Call a real Cspivitual” wplift 1o Christians and o
warning to non-Chrigtians, Are VOU interested in trying lo
suve them ? Vou con now send the paper a year o TRN NRW
names for only five dollurs,

And vemember, that the new edilion of the Simplified New
Tesinment roninins references to abont 2300 devotional verses
of srriplure. To rend lhesa devolional scriplures in youwr
homes, and then mark them in your Ridles, may de o |
spiritual Aelp o your xoul in the midst of all lhe enlicing
Ihings of the devil arownd ws—0"wblizher)

SPIRITUAL CALL

. Pariners
Said a whiskey flask to a cigarette,
" “I’d like to make a good sized het
‘That I can get more scalps than you,
Although your victime aren’t so few.”
Said the cigarette to the whiskey flask,
“Well, that’s easy as I could ask,
For 1 give kids their downward start,
'Then you pitch in and do your part.
They come to you with burning thirst,
But I’m the fellow that sees 'em first;
So most of them should count for me.
I’} take the bet, it’s a cinch de've see ¥”
Then the whiskey flask had this to say,
“l never looked at the thing that way,
But 1 confess you spoke the truth;
*T'ia vou who tackles the foolish youth.
You fill his svstem with dopy smoke,
I moull him into a first class soak;
We work together far too well
To quarrel for even a little spell.”
So the whiskey flask and the cigarette :
Shook hands together and offed the bet,
And away they sauntered side by side
Hunting for victime far and wide:
In every corner of the nation. )
—Anonymous

Who Will Be Next?

Nearly 200 died in the steamship djsaster recently in
Toronto, Canadu. One of our readers might have been one
of them. on vacation trip. Several hundred were killed, and
thousands were injured in the Labor Day holiday ; one of you
might have been among them. Airplanes are wrecked almost
every day with a number killed: oue of us might have been
on oune of those planes. Between forty and fifty thousand are
killed every vear in automobile acvidents: some who were our
readers have been among them.  More people ave killed in
home accidents than on the highwave: all of ux live in homes.
Discases take multipled thousands of our citizens every
year, some old, some voung: we may be the next, But even if
we escape All these evilz, old age creeps upon us. The beauty
shop often only makes foolx out of some; the grey hair will
vome; the wrinkles tan not be held back. but make little
vallevs in our facez symbalical of the Great Valley of Death
toward which we are hedided. And vet—we are careless con-
cerning the greatest question in the werlid, Wheve shall we
et eternity ¥

Later—Sinee writing the above, 1 have rend in the daily
paper that a subzeriber of this paper. and & contributor to it
now and then, a Christian, has been killed ‘instantly in an
automobile wreek, 1t might have heen voitor 1!

God's Unchanging Word

For feelings come and feelings go,
And feelings are deceiving;

My warrant is the Word of God,
Naught else is worth believing.

Though all my heart should feel condemned
For want of some sweet token,
There is Oue greater than my heart
Whose word cannot be broken.
T'll trust in God’s unchanging Word
Till soul and body sever; .
Far, though all things shall pass away, .
His Word shall stand forever. —Martin Luther






