To be carnally minded is death, but to be
SPIRI TUALLY minded is life and peace.
—Romans 8:6

A Continuance of “Macedonian Call”

Walk werthy of tbc vocation (calling)
whcnwh ye are CALLED.
—Ephesians 4:1
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UNTHANKFULNESS Helped Lead Men into Heathenism

ACROSS THE STREET FROM MY HHOME is a family
of Armenians, who have the spirit of thankfulness, so
different from imost American born citizens. Before
World War I a man whom we shall eall Armenian 1, came

to America, and worked at shoe cobbling. 1 think, to’

muke money to bring his family over. But the Turks in
World War 1. massacred millions of people, you re-
member, among them his family. Then he decided to
bring over his brother, Armenian Il, and family. They
came, werit into business and did well, with several
children born to them. A\ few years ago \rmenian 1
died, leaving the wife, several childven and Avmenian I
This widow seems to have a great spivit of gratefulness
to the man who brought them over, for otherwise they
would probably have perished in the disaster to their
country at the hand of the Turks. She has Armenian |
sit at the table in the honored place, and teaches her
children to have great respect and thankfulness to him
for what he did for them. She tells them that all they are
in this world, they owe to him. and that out of their prop-
erty he will have first chanee, for it has all come in.
divectly through him, Reader. that is truly an example of
real gratitude, so little found in the world taday.

And then my mind runs over to Romans U where Paul
shows how the people after the flood ran off into heathen-
ism. “When they knew Qod, they gloritied him not as
(ind, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” Ete.
There you have it—their unthankfulness helped lead
them off into abominable heathenism and self-satisfaction
and self conceit,

In Psalm & David portrays the dignity of man and
blessings bestowed upon him by hiz Creeator, “Thou hast
made him a little lower than the angels, whd hast erowned
him with glory and honour. . . . Thow hast put all things
under hix feet: All sheep and oxen, vea, and the beasts of
the field; the fowl of the air. and the fish of the sea.

Oh Lowd, how excellent is thy name in all the carth !

I am glad T am not a horse or eow or sheep. And yot
along with that dignity and reason goes responsibilty to
God, These lower orders will not have to answer for
their lives, but we shall have to give an account. \nd
for thix dmmt\ God has bestowed on us, he expects
something in return. “De veady unto every good work.”
"o good unto all men, u\pm-mll‘\ unto thewm who ave of
the honsehold of faith.”

Every day we ought to thank God for our country,
Yot many have only complaints to make, When the Brat
\Inp loidd of refugees from Europe came to Ameriea a
few months agon, as they passed the statute of liberty
many of them cried for joy. 1 vould not keep my eyes

dry either at their joy. The greatest symbol of good in
the world outsikle the cross of Christ, ix the American
flag. Do we appreciate onr conuntry, or do we continnally
grouch about taxes

Da we at night as we climb into a pood warm bed,
when the winds outside are howling and the show is flying.
do we thank God for that? When we sit down at our
tables to eat of our bounties, do we thank God for the
same, not in a mere form, but from the heart? When~
we walk about with warm clothing, do we praise God
remembering others who have not such blessings? Are
we x0 thankful that we try to pass it on to others, and.
hence we do good unto all men? Instead of spending
our surphis in expensive fur coats, fine automobiles,
luxurions houses, expensjve furniture, useless and possibly
harmful pleasures, do we use it in Jdoing good wnto all
wen, expecially unto them of the household of faith? Or
doex our religion stop when we lay down our song book at
the house of God? Are we thanktul?

“Christ died for-aft that theyr which live should not
henceforth live unto themgelves, but unto Him who died
for them awd rose again.” (2 Cor. 5:15.) Think of what
Christ did for us, He left his home above where all was
peace and joy, and came to this eavth and suffered and
died for us, that we might be saved cternally. He bought
us, and we belong to Him. aud shonld glorify Him in
our boadies and spirits which ave Hix, A\l that we are,
in creation and vedemption, belongz unto Qod. Do we
appreciate what God has dome for us? Op, are we in-
grates? Nothing irks you more than to do some good
deeds for some one, and then to have them pay no atten.
tion to what »ou have sacrificed for them, or turn
against yon. Well, how do yon suppose God feels regard.
ing us when we show little appreciation to Wim?

Like the Armenian woman, we need to show thankful-
ness to the One who has done mueh for us. Aud in it'all,
actions speak louder than words. What have we done for
Chrixt* What have we done to help him in his great
work of seeking and saving the lost? What are we giving
of our money and time and talent to spread the gospel
by tonjue or press? ¥

Many people are trying to get to heaven just as
cheaply as possible. They wish to do as little as they
can—give as little time, talent and money. - There is but
une thing such people lack. 1t is CONVERSION, If their
hearts wore right they would be teving to do ALL they
can for Him who did so mieh for them.

Think of the Aemenian woman and her gratitude in
u temporal way.

Think of us and our INgratitude in a spivitual way.
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“Fight the Good Fight of Faith; Lay Hold
-ﬁq onBtomalLi?o-”(lTim.G:m)

The Christian life is a warfare, we dare not stand still,
but must continually be on guard, opposing the enemy
of souls at every point.

The enemy seldont appears in his true hght but as
an angel of light, among those who are carrying on the
work of the Lord.

He works through men, false teachers, men who love
to have the pre-eminence, and with good words and fair
speeches deceives the hearts of the simple; those who will
not, like the Bereans, search the seriptures to see whether
these things be so, but will take the word of their leaders
without any iuvestigation of the scriptures.

If we depend upon men to tell us how to conduct
ourselves, our faith is in man. If we depend upon the
word of God for our guidance, then our faith will be in
God. If we follow the instruction given us in his word,
then we have assurance that all will be well.

There are but few preachers that will stand before
an audience and declare the whole eounsel of God; they
are afraid they might offend some and thus lose their
support. They are noun-fighters. Paul said: “Do I seek
to please men? 1f I yet pleased men I should not be the
servant of Christ.,”

Popularity seems to be a chief thought in the minds
of many and if they cannot keep that popularity by good
words and* fair speeches or flattery, they will, like
Diotrephes of old cast them out of the church in order
to hold their control.

We may be able to deceive man, hut God looks down
from the heavens and sees and understands the hearts of
men and will send his Son again to reccive llis people,
and lle will judge all according to their works. Then
those who have studied God’s word and ordered their
lives thereby will be received into everlasting habitations
and forever be with the Lord.

So we should not think it strange concerning our
trials and afflictions but rejoice that we are found worthy
to suffer for Christ. “If we suffer with him we also shall
reign with him.”

Paul knew what was before him when he said : “Bonds
and afflictions abide me, but none of these things move me,
neither count T my life dear unto myself, so that T might
finish my course with joy.”

He continued to fight the good fight of faith, de-
termined to let nothing intefere with ﬂl(‘ work whlch
was given him to do,

May we all have the courage and faith to continue

to fight the good fight of faith, knowing that if we are -

faithful until the end, we also will receive the reward

to be given to those who are looking for and ready for

the coming of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Submitted in hope of eternal life—C. D. MeCay.

“Love Not the World"”

My Dear Brother, Sister, Friend:

What wonld you prefer being engaged in should death
strike you suddenly !—if Christ appeared as he has
warned ug, as a thief in the night? For what is your life?
It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away. James 4:14. Therefore be ye also
ready: for in such an hour ag you think not the son of
man (Christ) cometh. Matt. 24:44. Would you desire to
be found in the Theater where the world gathers, or in

SPIRITUAL CALL

the Saloon, where the drinkers and drunkards resort!
Would you like to be in a Road House in Company with
the immoral, the vulgar, the indecent, Whore mongers
and fornicators?! Would you like to be found in a Dance
Hall where the Devil is the chief coachert He knows the
game from A to Z. He is the leader of about 75 per cent

.of our fallen girls to shame and disgrace. No, not even

the dancer will want to be found in a dance hall. I have
preached a few times in a Hall where they often had
dances. A Man and Wife attended often, but their last
attendance the man dropped dead on the dance floor. His
wife would never attend another dance. Yes, I know
the Lady, and if they had been Christians and he dropped
dead in the Chureh house, she would not quit attend-
ing Church Services.

Would you like to be playing cards even for fun or
pastime?! I think not. I am informed hy a Masonic Lodge
member, (a neighbor) in their Hall here in Stockton, a
young Man and an elderly man were playing cards, the
elderly man. dropped dead and the young man would
never piay another card. Why! I am sure he did not
want death to find him engaged in a card game. Neither
did that Lady want to die in a dance Hall. Would you
like to be joking and jesting when Jesus Comes? Well,
| know a man in Virginia of this type. He was awfully
afraid of a storm. About the close of one of his big ones,
a sudden flash of lightning flashed across the Sky. A
terrific roaring of thunder resounded all around. This
jester quickly exclaimed, “Boys you need not believe a
word of it.” We learn from this that this joker did not
want to die in the act of his foolishness. I doubt very
much if our jesting preachers crack their Jokes in time
of a storm.

Would you love the coming of the Lord. wkile in-
terested in a checker game?

Would you love his appearance, my brother, while
pitching horse shoes?

A preacher said to me, “checker playing is a good
thing. Anyone that.can play checkers can learn mathe-
maties.,” I said they better be learning mathematies in-
stead of playing checkers. I once heard an infidel correct-
ing or counseling his boys against checker playing. He
said to them, “it would run into idleness.” 1 thought it
was idleness to begin with. Jesus said, “We will give
account in the day of Judgment for every idle word we
speak.” Matt. 12:36.

Would you enjoy His coming, while you are out fish-
ing, deer hunting or going to the snow line—forsaking
the assembly on first day of the Week, as many do? If
Jesusg is going to hold us accountable for every idle word,
will He not hold ua accountable for the idle hours and
days we spend. Jesus requires workers in His vineyard.
Matt. 20:1.7. Not bums. 2 Thes. 3:10. By Him therefore
let us offer the sucrifice of praise to God.continually.

Heb. 13:15. Pray without ceasing. Thes. §:17—1 Cor.
15:68. .
Who mvented all this gaming business anway?

—J. D. Powers.

Iather, we thank Thee for the night,
And for the pl morning light,
For rest andm loving care,
And all that makes the day so fair.

Help ux to do the things we should,
To be to others kind and good,

In all we do in work or play,

To grow more loving every day.
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" Sheep and Shepherds

He that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of
the sheep. To him the.porter openeth; and the sheep
hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name,
and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own
sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him:
for they know his voice, And a stranger will they not
follow, but will flee-from him : for they know not the voice
of strangers. John 10:2.5.

Several years ago I listened to a talk on the radio
by a man who, 48 memory serves me had spent some
twelve or fifteen years in Palestine studying the people
and their customs. The part of his talk that impressed
me the most was his account of how the shepherds handled
their sheep. He told how that they followed the same
practice that was in vogue at the time of the birth of
Jesus, Luke 2:8, how that the shepherds bring their
flocks all together in one place at night, and there keep
wateh over them, In the morning each shepherd starts
out calling his sheep and leading them to the place where

they are to feed for the day. While the several flocks of

sheep are all together in one group at night they follow
the call of their own shepherd in the morning.

How appropriate the illustration the Savior used in
the passage quoted at the head of this article. He says
the sheep follow the shepherd for they know his voice.
In the 16th verse he says that there are other sheep which
are not of this fold: them will T also bring, and they shall
hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd.

How is it that the sheep know and follow the voice
of their shepherd? By constant association with him they
learn the tone and accent of their own shepherd’s voice,

We all know that no two human voices are exactly
alike, each voice has a different tone and accent and by
continually listening to a voice we can recognize a person
even over the telephone by his voice,

There is the familiar advertisement of the picture of
a little dog listening to the phonograph and the accom.
panying slogan “He knows his master’s voice”. His
master’s voice has been recorded on the record and as
it is being reproduced the dog recognizes it.

So it is with the Christian, the Master’s voice has been
recorded in the New Testament and by daily and constant
association with His teachings, as there recorded by Him
and His Apostles, we become so familiar with it, that we
follow Him and obey Him in all that lle requires of us:
then when some one attempts to imitate llis voice and
lead us astray, we immediately know that the voice does
not sound true, that it is the voice of a ‘stranger, and we
turn away from it, and stay closer to the true shepherd.

There are many leaders in the religious world today.
whose voice, when compared to the voice recorded in the
New Testament, is that of a stranger.

Jesus said, “For there shall arise false Christs, and
false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect”. Matt. 24:24. )

Paul tells the elders of the church in_Ephesus, “Also
of your own selves (that is from among the elders of
the church) shall men arise, speaking perverse things,
to draw away disciples after them”. Acts 20:30.

We find that proved to be true, and we also find that
the same condition exists in the Church of Christ today,—
there are leaders, and even elders in the chureh, who
becanse of their pleasing personality or other attributes
have drawn around themselves a group of devoted dis-
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“"IDon’t Know How to Talk Religion
to People”

This is the statement many people make. But how did
the Apostolie people do it? They simply were so fllled
with it that they could not hold it back. Of course, people
may have been more inclined then than now.

But here is how this brother does it, and he is n
sample of others. He sends the names of his friends who
are non-members, and writes the publisher: *1 have just
finished reading the January Spiritual Call, and enjoyed
it very much. Please send it to the following names who
are non-members. Please start with this January issue
an there are some articles I would like for them to read.”

These names are in his home town, and I suggest that
if he thinks it advisable he mention it to them personally,
and that may cause them to take a greater interest. Some
times, that may not be the best, however. After three or
more months, one may ask these friends if they are
receiving such a paper; and can see how they like it, Or,
write to them, if at a distance. All this gives one a chance
to bring up the subject of religion. For these careless
people to have a paper coming to them every month, con-
tinnally, reminds them.

We are glad to say that a number nre taking advan-

‘tage of our offer to help them in this, the greatest work

in the world—trying to-save souls. We are offering to
send the paper 8 year to five numes or MORE (send more
it you can), for only fifty cents each. This does not pay
for it, but friends are making, and will make we believe,
this possible to continue for a while. We must do more
to save the people sinking down, if we can. Will you send
your?list of names of friends vou are interested in, real
soon ’

ciples in true fulfillment .of what Paul said in that they
would speak perverse things to gain followers., They
stress one scripture to the exelusion of all others in order
to maintain their influenee and authority, and even go
xo far as to say that the seripture does not mean just
what it says.

Is this the path in which the voice of the shepherd
icads us?

The shepherd warns to try the spirits whether they
be of God, I John 4:1. We are to be so familiar with the
voice of the shepherd that we will be able to deteet at
once the voice of the false teacher and turn from it.
The voice of the shepherd tells ux that these false teachers
will deceive many by their good words and fair speeches.
Rom, 16:18, '

Some teachers take so much pride in their influence
and authority that they will try to, and do, exclude from
the church those who oppose and expese their proud
ambitious schemes. But the voice of the shepherd says,
that God resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the
humble. James 4:6. I Peter 5:5,

Brethren there are many ways in which proud, am-
bitious men will strive to maintain their influence and
authority; but let us, like the sheep, know the shepherd’s
and follow Him and not bé deceived into following a
popular man. .

The Great shepherd of our souls says, “Come unto me,
all ye that labor and are licavy laden, and 1 will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me: for I am
meck and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest for your
souls. For my yoke ix casy, and my burden is light.”

Matt. 11:28-30.
Fred DD, Weed.
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“He is Precious”

“[Tnto you therefore which believe le is precious.”
I Peter 2:7. :

Do you find your Saviour precious?
Do you know llis living power?

Does the thought that Ie is in you
(‘ause you to rejoice each hour?

Do you take your burdens to Him,
Whether great or whether small?
Do you know He longs to bear them

If yow’ll only tell Him all?

Do you find your Saviour precious,
He who bore your load of sin?

Does your fellowship with Jesus
(ive you joy and peace within?

[ have found my Saviour precious,
Since 1 let Him take control;
And e satisfies me fully,
Fills each longing of my soul.
—Anonymous.

Out Into Open For New Year

| BELIEVE in openly contending for the faith once
for all delivered unto the saints. (od 8o commands;
but many fear the wrath of man and so continue in shame-
ful silence.

Simon Peter once denied his Lord because he was in
an atmosphere unfriendly to Christ and he thought dis-
cretion the better part of valor. Have we ever denied
Christ among people who despise Him? -

Some Christians meet with their Lord in private
prayer, especially when they greatly want something He
alone can give. Some have fellowship with Christ on
Sundays in churches friendly to Him; but the rest of the
week there is no open acknowledgment of the Name above
every name.

Believers in Christ do not fear thumbserew yet, nor
the rack, nor the atake: but there are social contacts!
Or busmess may suffer, or the ungodly may sneer. Some-
one must look out for number one!

WE ARE ASHAMED of many things we have done,
and we are ashamed of many things loved ones and friends
may have done; but is there anything Christ has said, or
done, of which we should be ashamed? When we are in
love, we are not afraid to mention names; but how about
those who profess love to Christ? Why silence here!?
We are not unwilling to speak of the relatively good work
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some friend has done for himself, or family. Why then
not speak of the infinitely good work Christ Jesus has
done for all?! Would we Christians be unwilling to ride
down Pacifie avenue with a national celebrity? You say,
“What a silly question.” All right, then. Why are be-
lievers s0 unwilling to publicly declare their personal
relationship with, and friendship for, Christ Jesus who
has been exalted above all names on enrth or in heaven,

We don’t expect the unbeliever to acknowledge the
God-Man. No one will acknowledge someone, or some-
thing, he believes has no existence. But we Christians
believe that Christ Jesus lived, died for our sins, was
buried, rose again physically on the third day according
to the Seriptures, ascended to the right hand of the
Majesty on high, where lle ever lives to intercede for all
who come unto God by faith in Him, and from whence
He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

Let others glory in poets, generals. philosophers, re-
ligious leaders dead or alive, or in architecture, ideologies,
arts, and one thousand other passing things; but we
Christians should every glory in Jesus Christ.

Christianity. of which Christ is the Center, Circum-
ference, Substance, declares 19 centuries of achievement
second to none. During that time, civilizations have been
born, grown to maturity and have then died. “The gate-«;

- of hell shall never prevail against the Church.”

WE OUGHT TO BE ashamed of the sin.that looks.
with indifference on political corrnptmn o dens of
vice, on two-faced opportunists in public life, on sub—,
versive movements in our nation and the world, on lives
wasted and souls lost.

But lef us publicly thank God for the Savxour whe:
came to seek and save the lost, who turns the harlot into
an elect lady, who transforms the drunkard -inte a son
of God, who changes the hard, self-righteous Pharisee
into a humble Christian.. who makes common . people un-
common through grace Divine accepted by faith. Ga over
every other life with a microscope and you.will ind mul-
titudinous flaws; but seareh the holy life of Jesus of Naz-
areth, and, like Pilate, you will have to say, “I find no
fault in Him.” All right, then, let us say so, and let people
know that we beheve Him and in Him.

To come out in the open for Christ Jesus without fear
or shame would be a good start for the new year.

That would strengthen evangelical (‘hnqtmmt\* wluch :

" ulone is the hope of the U. 8. A.

How about it?¥ e N
—Dr. Roy T. Brumbaugh in Tacomu, Wash. Times.

Some Things to Think About

SPECIALIZATION has become a widespread condi-
tion among the teaching bretheren. In and of itself this
specializations is not so bad, but the “smoothe operators”
have taken unto themselves a following. Situations like
this have produced dozens of divisions—all because some-
one regarided himself as a specialist in some point of doe-
trine ‘and proclaimed that specialty to the detriment and
sometimes exclusion of equally important teachmgs One
teacher specializes in the “holy ghost”, another in “order
of worship”, another in the “communion service”, another
in “baptism”, another in “purity”, another in “aunthority
of the elders”, and so on. Nearly every week we hear
of a new specialty being proclaimed by a new Diotrophes
who could restrain himself no longer from exerting his
“influence” and proclaiming his self-appointed importance.
Then the battle royal begins when the specialists start
fighting each other, saying in efféct “my specialty is more
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important than yours”. What nonsense! There are very
few left on whom we can depend to proclaim the “whole
counsel of QGod” in its purity and simplieity, The apostle
Paunl specinlized on the “whole connsel”. What's wrong
with following hix example? But that may be too simple
for those who strive to twist the simple teachings of in-
spired writers into a mass of complexity,

EXAMPLE is something that is very much neglected
among us. We are gautioned nnmerous times in the Serip-
tnres concerning the importance of setting an example for
others. Some have rightly spoken of a “good example”
as being a “living sermon™. Dryden spoke of a good
teacher when he said: “his teaching much. but more his
practice wrought.” We should be move careful how we
live because our salvation depends on it.  Furthermore
our lives may be the only RBible some people ever read.
l.et’s not forget that.

GOOD THOUGHTS arve very noble things, and cer-
tainly no Christian should entertain evil thoughts, Good
thoughts cost us nothmg but a small amount of effort.
The things we put into our pockets may be as nothing,

thoigh they may be made of gold: but the things we put-

into our minds are all the world to us. Jesux said “As a
man thinketh in his heart so is he.” Literally. then, we
are what we think! It.has been said that we are as old
as we feel, ns rich-or as poor as our imaginations, as strong
a8 our talth or as weak as our fears. Thoughts make our
existence nnd our .thoughts are what we care to make
them. Let us then strive to subject owr thoughts to the
nbedience of our Saviour's philoesophy and teaching.

WORK is the medium through which all good things
are obtained. We must work out our ewn salvation. No
other living person can do that for ns! Re he teacher,
preacher, friend, or relative he has not the power to
prepare ws for the final reward. The devil, working
through his various friends. can give us some assistance
tofvard obtaining the final |mni~<hment. That doesu't take
any effort. I we expect a reward in the home beyond the
skies we must work for it, not once in a while, but from
now on until the diy of judgmeént. Work w Inle it i still
||hy!

TEARS may be shed on the last m-out day by these
who “stored up treasures on carth™ when ﬂu‘\ find out
they can’t take it with them. There might even be more
tears shed by those who wish they had used theiv worldly
goods to help others less fortunate, or ta help with the
spreading of God's eternal truth ! It will be too Iate then
to make use of those earthly treusures. Iettep stop now
and take stock, hadn't we? Tomorrow may be too late,

-—E. L. Keesling.

*

Dale Carneg:e Tells Why the Spiritual
Call is Unpopular

Some friends have sent us this article printed in
a Brookfield, Mo,, secular paper (Argus), and as
it does not say it ix copyrighted we give it, Some
good thoughts.—Editoxr 8, (",

Oriticiam May Be Too Frahk-

5 Stanley V., Wasek, of Garfield, New Jersey, is an art
student. Ie is tremendously interested in hix subject, so
interested in fact that he almost forgets that art gtudents
are people. To him they are just boys aml pirls, men
and women, who live for art.

He and his associates have always tlmmwsod thelr
work freely and frankly, as is- the custom in most art
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classes. He always welcomed any comments and eriticism
of his work by the other students. When his work was
eriticized he took it in good faith and in good humor,
e even laughed at hix own efforts. In turn, he felt that
the others, too, wanted helptul discussion of their work.
No he would piteh in and tell them what he found wrong
with a subject, or what he found right. But mostly it
was what he found wrong, for he felt it was only the
things that were wrong which should be tampered with,

By and by, he noticed that his fellow students main-
tained silence when hisx turn came to eriticize, but this
he took to mean that they were thinking it over and
taking seriously what he had to say, However, after two
or three of these silences. he realized that all was not well,
He noticed, too, that those whose work he eriticized
withdrew from his preseace on the ontside.

Time went on, and sone of his best friends secmed to
shun him. Naturally this worried him for he valued
their friendship highly. Of course, he knew that many
art students were temperamental, so he made up his
mind that the next time it came his turn to speak, he
woitld point out what he liked and would say not a word
about what he didn’t like. lle knew that this method
was less helpful, but his former method was causing him
to lose hix friends. Aftee all, the avt teacher conld say
awhat was wrong with a student’s work and he should take
advantage of the chanee to make his fellow students
happy by appreciating the good, E

Did this new method prove snccessful! W (\Il. indeed
it did! Not only did those old friends come buck to him!
but students with whom he lud_never been on a particu-
larly friendly basis now sought his presence and secmed
to value his opinion,

“Never again,” says Stanley Wasek, “shall 1 utter eriti-
cism unless I know for vvrhuut\ that the ntho:‘ fellow
wants the truth even though it is hard to take.”

Fow people want adverse criticism; all want apprecia-
tion. Truth is a great strain on Mendship. s0 it is better
to go slow! R

COMMENTS BY EDITOR OF 8. 0.

It is very true that one must use judgment with his
criticism, and a little praise pelps, But praise is Hke
steyehnine-—in very small doses, it is a tonie to the
nerves, but very mueh of it means DEATIL Better build
the patient’s mental and spiritual system by preaching
the word and reproving and rebuking and cxhorting, and
leave these poisons alone, That™s what the Xpivitual Call
ix teving to do,

But what a tervible sentence- riuth ix a great strain
on friendship. so better to go slow!” That's it. Give big
toses of praise and little doses of truth, The question
is whether one will really do much good that way,
except at first. An old Rook does not say. Ye shall know
praise, and praise shall make you free; but it does say.
“Ye shall know the truth, and THE TRUTH shall make
you free.”

The spivitual Call tries to tedl the teath, and that iz
the reasmivsome people do not like it very well, A brother
recently wrote, “The trouble with you ix that you have
hit the nail on the head.”

Jesus himself said, “The world can not hate you, but
me it hateth, beoause I testify of it that the works thereof
are evil.” Jesus might have gotfen through without bom;r
crueified if he had just not been too critical of the gins of
the people. But then- -where would the world have been?
Liet us follow Christ,

_n'l\
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) OFFICE NOTES _

What Some Think.—With many good wishos fur your sucoess
und the paper AS we aro getting it. MNope we, the members, can
Molp oarry it on.—Missouri. . . . Accept $1.26 for remewnl of
Spiritual Call which we enjoy very much.—Mo. . . . Enclosed find
order for ten dollurs. Truat the truth continues and that the paper
wmay bo the meuns of carrying the gospel light to the blinded thous-
ands that are in spiritual darkness, We can SEND the paper when
we 0an 20t oursslves GO.—Culifornin . . . Euclosed check for ¢20
and ten mamea for the S. C. I hope all the faithful that can will
help with the paper.—Missouri. . . . I alwayz enjoy rour paper
and so0 doca my husband. (Bends subscriptions)—Mo. . . . I am
emclosing n mwall sum to help you carry on the good work you
are doing. I appreciate the qoody work wmore than I have words to
express, May God re you for many yeara of faithful service,
[ like the Spiritual Call better than ever beforc, an it in the plain

and simple truth without addition or subseription.—Kansas City.
(Ho senda five doltura.) . . . Because of the increase in postal rates,
we are to give new prices for the Bimplified New Tests-

ment; Now, $3.10, single copy; but $2.60 eaoh for fve copiw to
one address. -An increase of ten cents a ¢0py. . . . Whea some
proachers make a talk, thoy make it pluin that we wmust have
viders and have to.come under the oversight of these elders, but
they nover talk anbout whether these elders are scripturul elders
or not. Enclosed are five dollars for the spread of the truth.
—Disciple. . . . Mail me oune Simplified New Teatament, and also
scnd about twenty copies of the Jununry issue of the Bpiritual
Call.—Tenaessee, . . . 1 will donate & dollar a month to help
the 8. C. coutinue, for 1 desire very much to sce the paper go
on.—Ilineia. . . . I have finished rending the January issue of
the 8. C. You have u mumber of splendid articles. 1 am hlgp‘
to sce others coming to your rescue financially. We cannot

to it idly by and see heresay taught without trying to meet it
In my last letter to you 1 stated 1 would helr in the booklet
(on “GOW'S ‘CLEAN CHURCH’”) 30 am attuching my check for
sume, The tract received last week fram the brother in Con.
necticut was vne of the mout convineing ngninat those in error.
May God spare you to continue this spiritual warfare against sin
ia my humble prayer. The preachers talk about sin in the camp.
1 truly believe that the greatest sin in tho camp is among
preachers today, and not so wmuch in the congregation. THEY
need a house cleaning.—Illinois

(Readera hetter hold your opinion regarding “A Clean Church,”
‘till thia booklet ix out, for it may save you some cmbarrassmont
when you ace the deception which has been pulled off on youw.)

“GOOD WORDS AND FAIR SPEECHES”

Bro, Sommer: 1 have done a great deal of reading and studying
the past two years and I have been wondering what is the cuuee
uf =0 much trouble nnd division in the Church. Yeaterday, 1 waa
reading the second chapter of Jamer and it helped to solve that

roblem. James teaches us it i8 wrong to make n differcnce
Eeh\‘wn the rich and the poor. lan't it true, today, that members
make a vast difference in preachera! For inatance, you let a
proacher come and he ix a talented man and he is a wonderful
speaker and makes a big show. What do the members dot They,
g0 to their phonea and call evertmdy they can and invite everybody
out and tell them they have n wonderful preacher, Some will
get in their care and ygo far and near and hring the people to
hear their wonderful preacher. Then they will put it in Ju- papers
about the wonderful erowds they had,

Now, let a good, honest, hnmble preacher come. He geta up
in hiz plain, hawhle manner. He teaches the sinners how to become
Christiana. Then, be teachea them how to live the Chriatian life.
He readn the fifth Chapter of Galatians und he brings out 30 many
good lessoms in that Chapter, Moeting closes, he walka baek to
the door az the members pass out.  They wsay, “Brother,
Later, you will hear them ay, “he ia a good preacher, but can’t
draw the crowds like hrother ao and a0, l)i(r they go to their

homea and invite their frieuds and neighbora in to hear their
1other?  Did they get in their cars and ‘go- get everyhody that
wolld comet No! Why?! He ia too hmble, his lcxsons are too
ximple and plain, :

1 once heard a sister =ay, n young Brother eame and invited her
to come honr Brother——preach. He aaid he is a wonderful preacher
and 1 want you to hear him, Lanter T heard her say, their Brother
waz a good catertniner, e put on quite a display. But 1 would
rather hear BRrother— - he {8 a better preacher. Why make the
difference? la it pleaxing te the Lord *—A Siator,

JUDITH B. STONE.
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Jeremiah Makes and Breaks
“New Year's Resolutions”

Jeremiah Tells the Lord Why He Intends to “Quit".

Lord, when you called me you told me to cry againat
the sins of the people; you said, “Be not afraid of their
faces; for I am with thee to deliver thee, aaith the Lord.”
(Jer. 1:8.) But I have done what you have said and it
seems to me you have not kept your promise. “From the
least of them even unto the greatest of them every one
i» given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto
the priest every one dealeth falsely.” (6:13.) So what
am [ to do with such people?! I warn them, and warn
them, and “they cry, Peace, peace, when there is no
peace.” (6:14.)

Lord, I have told them again and again that the
evils brought upon them were because of their sins, but

. they pay no. attention. No one is grieved because of

this calamity. “The whole land is made desolate, because
no man layeth it to heart.” (12:11.) '

The land is filled with selfishness and there i8 no use in
trying longer to do anything with them.

“Know that for thy sake | have suffered rebuke. Thy
words were found, and I did eat ‘them; and thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart; for
I am called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts. I sat not
in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alons

because of thy hand ; for thou hast filled me with indigna-

tion. Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable,
which refuseth to be healed? Wilt thou be unto me alto.
gother as a liar, and as waters that fail?” (15:15-18.)

The preachers preach to please the people, and the
elders, the priests assume authority you never gave them,
to build themselves into great power, and the people
seemed to like it. T know ecalamrity is coming for their
departures, but they won’t listen. “The prophets prophésy
falsely, and the’ priestas bear rule by THEIR means; and
my people love to have it so. And what will ye do in
the end thereof?” (5:31.)

Lord, I don't understand this. You said you would
look after me, but you have failed, “Q Lord, thou hast.
deceived me, and I was deceived; thou art stronger than
I; I am in derigion daily, every one mocketh me.” (20:7.)
Jeremiah's “New Year's Resolution” to Quit—Jan. 1 a. m.

So what’s the use, Lord, of going on?! I have decided
not to talk to these peoEle any more. Then said I, “T will
not make mention of Him, nor apsak any more in his
name."” (20:9.) g

Jeremiah “Breaks” his Resclution, Jan. 1, p. m.

“BUT HIS WORD WAS IN MINR
BURNING FIRR SEUT UP IN BONES, AND
WERARY WITH FORBEARING, AND ]
8TAY.” (209.)

Lesson for Preachers Today

The old prophet tried to get away from the persecu-
tions upon him because he preached the word of God,
but.God would not let him{ but when the prophet shut
his mouth, God's worde were like hot coals there.

How often the faithful gospel preacher has feit like
Jeremiah. He has been commanded to preach the word,
reprove, rebuke and exhort with all long suffering and
doctrine. So long as he does the preaching and exhorting,
he had friends, but let him rebuke people for their ains
so that they underatand just what he ia talking about,
and they turn against him as they did Jeremiah.

Paul was in the same predicament when he cried, “Woe
is me if I preach not the goapel.” And again when he said,
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“] am pure from the blood of all men. for I have not
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.”
That shows that if he had failed to preach the full
gospel to the people, God would have held him respon-
gible. So the preacher like Jeremiah, is between two
fires; If he pleases the people he has God against him
and if he pleases God he has the people againat him.
Like Jeremiah he decides to quit, and then God makes
liils conscience so that he has no rest, and he muat go
on, faithful to his Lord.

The pitiable thing is that so many preachers, however,

_ sear their conscience and preach only an affirmative

gospel and do not reprove hearers for their sing, but as

Paul says, they will not be guiltless of the sins of the
people at the Judgment,

Esxekiel had the same trouble, for Gad said. “When 1
say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked
from his evil way, to save his life: the same wicked man
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at
thine hand.” (Ezek. 3:18,) :

Let all true Christians encourage in every way they
can, the faithful preachers on the walls of Zion who are
faithfully trying to do what God commands them to do,

Jeremiah had a saddened satisfaction. however, when -

Jorusalem had been destroyed because they would not
listen to him, and his enemies were dead. or carried away
into Babylonian captivity, as he walked around over the
ruins of the city, and mused to himself, "It is that a
man should both hoRo and QUIETLY W for the
salvation of the Lord.” (L.amentations 3:26.)

A Faintly-Written Epistle

Paul said to the Corinthian Christians: “Ye are our
epistle . . . . known and read of all men.” (2 Cor. 3:2)
But if an epistle is written very faintly it can not be read
of all men. Too many Christians don't use enough ink
80 that their lives will stand out and be read clearly.

A few days ago 1 asked a young man whaose wife
is & “Christian”, why he did not become one, and he
answered that he did read the Bible to try to learn
the truth, but when he asked his wife about anything
there she could not tell him. “Besides,” he added, rather
sadly I thought, “my wife doer not take her religion
very seriously.”

She wished her husband to come inta the church. She
hoped he would not delay too long. Yet she was neglee-
ting God’s best means of converting him—the life of the
wife. Long ago Peter wrote that wivex should live such
exemplary lives before their husbands that “if any obey
not the word, they also may without the word be won
by the conversation of the wives." (1 Pst. 3:1-4)

This young woman had started to write an epistle
which would be known and read of all men, yet she
had apparently run out of ink. and her epistle wax so
faint that one so close at hand as her husband. conld nnt
read the words.

Some write their cpistles faintly, others blot theirs.
In either case it is a reproach to the Master Writer,
for He srays, “Let your light 8o shine before men, that
they may see your good works and glorify your Father
who is in heaven.”

Oh, Qod, give uz men and women who will put their
livea back of their pens, wo that they will write messupes
to the world through their devotion, which can be clearly
known and read of all men.

~ Page Seven
A GreatPrayer

In a desperate effort to save the Jews from destruction
at the wicked hands of llaman, Mordecai xent word to
Queen BEsther to to the king and make supplication
for her people. 'Pﬁ law read that if anyone came into
the inner court to appear before the king without invita-
tion he would be put to death, unless, perchance, the king
held out to him the golden sceptre. Out of love for her
people Esther spurned the danger and stood in the
inner court before the king. When the king saw the
beautiful queen standing in the court she found favor in
hix gight and he held out to her the golden sceptre.
She then made her request which resulted eventually in
the salvation of her people from destruction.

Thiz beautiful story cames to mind as an illustration
of a Christian-life experience in the life of the Apostle
Paul, an account of which is recorded in the latter half
of Ephesians three, In this passage Paul declares that
through Christ we may have boldness and acceess in
confidence through our faith in 1llim. 1Te has just referred
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places,
whigh, though later applied to cvil angels, here appears
to be applied to good angels. The picture 1 get is of Paul
boldly approaching the throne of grace and. to the
challenge of angeliv guards, presenting hix passport—
Christ. The Name gains for him access and as he ap-
proaches the throne he falls to his knees. He says, “For
thix cause T bow my knees unto the Father, from whom
overy family in heaven and earth is named . . > Ax it
were, the Father holds out, to him the golden sceptre.
Paul, what is vour petition? Be not afraid to axk what.
ever you wish, for Jesus' sake. Iz not God able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think?

Paul did nnt petition for the sick or the poor ar any
temporal blessings at that time, though God does hear-
and answer praver relative to such things, but at that
time Paul was bent on gbtaining some priceless spirvitual
blessings for the Ephesian Christinng, Too often we are
content to let our prayers rest after rememborving the
poor, the sick and the down-trodden of earth. Often
these temporal misfortunes turn out to be blessings. But
spiritual weakuness, the absenee of love, the lack of the
Ioly Npirit, and destitution of Christ and God always
amount to a serious catasteophe in the life of a Cheristian!

As we listen to the bold petitions of Paul before the
Heavenly King we feel like saying, as did the diseiples
of old, “lLiord, teach us to pray.”

First of all he prayed that the brethren might be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inward
man, Samson was strong physically but weak morally,
Solomon had socinl, economiv and political power, but in
hix Eeclesintex sermon vonfessed that all sich was vanity
and a vexation of spirit, Alexander the great (1) conld
conquer the world, but went down in miserable defeat
when it came to ruling his awn spirit. Paul prayed that
these brethren might have the power that comes from
the indwelling Holy Spirit, inner soul-power: strong con-
victiont; moral and spivitual stamina to stand for the
right against all oppoxition.

Next he vequests that Christ night dwell in their
hearts through faith. Not that they should believe He
does dwell in them and He doesu't, but that throngh
faith as a door He wiglit come in amd take up his abode
in their hearts, He dwells in our heaets in the same
real senxe that He ix in the assembly of thoxe who gather
together in Hix Name: “For where two or three are
gathered together in my name. there am | in the midst
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of them.” Paul says. “l have been crucified with Christ;
and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me:”
(Galatians 2:20.) Paul was dead: he didn’t live there any
more; Christ was the new tenant! The same is true of
every Christian, No longer need we say, “I ecan’t live
the Christian life; I can’t overcome drink; I can’t exercise
* self-control.” You are dead and must reckon yourself to
be dead unto sin apd alive unto God. Tt iz not a question
of what you ean do; it is rather a question of what

can do. Can the Christ in you overcome sin?

Then Paul prays that they might be rooted and
grounded in love, Ile did not wish for them a fickle love
that was aftame today and dead tomorrow. le wanted
them to have a constant, stable love that was ever aflame,
and whieh ecould not be quenched. He wanted their love
to have roots and then it would be like a mighty oak,
strong to defy wind and storm. He asked that their
love be grounded. to the end that it be like a house built
on a strong foundation. Then would they be strong to
apprehend with all the saints the four-fold dimensions
of the love of Christ. It is broad enough to cover all
our sins and the sins of the whole world; in its length
it stretehes from Adam to the coming of Christ and on
into eternity, for the merey of the Lord endureth forever:
it is ax deep as sin and death, and as hiigh as the throne of
God, for it lifts ux from the depth of sin and gives us
an inheritance in heaven. Yea, this love which passeth
understanding Paul prayed that they might cexperience
and fathom.

e brings the prayer to a breath-taking elimax and
close, by asking that they might be filled unto all the
fulness of God! Filled with the Spirit, filled with Christ,
filled unto all the fulness of God! Who is able for these
things? Yet this blessed vxperiencve is offered to conse.
erated Christians.

Too many have sin, Satun, and the world in their
henrts, with the door barricaded agninst the Oune who
stunds knoeking, e will not tforce Himself into their
hearts. e will not bhatter the door down. One must
throw wide open the door and then e will come in and
drive out Satan and his ugly horde. but not until then,

While praying let us not negleet to pray for spiritual
blessings, for in the lack of these lies our greatest nead.—
J R. Clark in Word and Work,

See What One Donated Copy of
Spiritual Call Did

("The South) Jan, 10, 1944,

Dear Brother Sommer:

Some good brother ~has heen charituble enough to
send me “The Rpiritual Call”, for whieh 1T wom thankful,
I did not know that there was such a paper in existenee,
I have been very desirous to contact a religions journal
with an editor that has the conrage and the faith to go
all the way back to Jerusalem, in a slashing, dashing
completer reform movement. “For out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem,”

Rrethren have made many attempts to rench this great
spiritinl seaport but for lack of faith have signally failed,
The slogan, “Back to Jerusalem and  the  Apostles’
Doctrine” has worh completely thread-bare by such fail-
urex. Too many sponsors of this steaight and narrow
path of faith hnve been content to stop under the shady
groves of Jericho, Most advocates of the above slogan
have never flrst compnted the cost of a suecessful journey,
They have never fgurcd that their own transgressions,
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“The World is Heading Up For Some
Tremendous Debacle”

The following article ia written by Carl Melntire,
oditor and publisher of Chriatian Beacon, who ix
inaking a atrong fight against Modernism in
religion. Hia words arc worthy of consideration.
—Editor 8. C.

NEW YEAR'S

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things arc passed away; behold, all things are become
new.” The hope of the new year is that men shall be born
again. The only hope of a better social order, or better
sovial conditions is that men shall be born again. It is |
impossible for men, in their natural, sinful estate to love
their neighbor or to manifest the grace of God. The great
need of the present world is preaching of the old-time
religion effectually that men will be convicted of their
sin and be converted. It must be genuine repentance and’ |
saving faith. . .

As we enter 1949, the world is heading up for some
tremendous debacle. Tt cannot go on the way it is going
for too long. It is our prayer that Jesus Christ shall

.return and receive His own to Himself. The stage is set

for it in so many ways. It is a duty, however, of all who
truly believe in the Son of God, to oceupy until He comes.
We face mighty issues in the Christian world—there is
so much confusion and despair that the condition itself
ix challenging to those who believe the Rible and who
rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ. The individual, in his
place of witness, is the thing which counts most. The true
church, bearing testimony to the true Gospel, supported
by those who have truly been borm again, is the great need
of this present hour. May the New Year bring a greater
determination on the part of thuse who love Christ, to
stand for Him. bear witness to ITim, suffer for Him and
to await Iis appearing. ,

and not the other fellows™, would obstruet their entrance
into Jerusalem. But let ux remember that Jericho is
not close enough to “the apostles’ doetrine” to give us
an entrance through the pearly gates into heaven. And
surely if our faith is not strong enough to lead us back
to the “apostles’ doetrine”, it will be too weak to get
"us to heaven. )

T am glad to state that the few copies of the Spiritual
Call which T have received, have led me to believe that
itx editor ix doing more to remove the fundamental
obstruetions, in an effort to clear the pathway baeck to
“the apostles’ doetrine” than any other periodical that 1
have cver seen. Therefore, T want to. commend and
congratulate you for your courageous, vigilant and faith-
ful efforts in the above respects and assure you tnar yow
can depend on me in my feeble way, to assist you in
every goml work.

Now in behalf of the chureh in ... . T am
vnulosil‘z%i:heck for $12.50 for which send to my
address 25 copies ench month of the twal Call for

I am anxious to spread the of the

one \

lpl.rlyt;: Oall, and expect to do what I can to that end.
. .. If you have any copies left of-“Churchanity and
Christianity” please send me o few.

I am your brother in Christ for the whaole truth, ® * @

( Arvangementxs have been made with this brother and
he has sent about 75 names to whom we are sending
that much-called-for issuc. Who else will take the same
interest in spreading truth ’—Editor 8. C.)






