To be carnally minded is death, but to be
SPIRITUALLY minded is life and peace.

—Romans 8:6

A Continuance of “Macedonian Call” .

Walk worthy of the vocation (calling)
wherewith ye are CALLED.
—Ephesians 4:1
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What The Church? Answer —“The alled-l]ut”

If we get back to the meaning ot the words “the
Chureh”, possibly we can have -a better understanding of
our relation to one another and to Godl.

. The Greek word for “chureh” is “veclesin™ and means,

called out”, “separated”, “assembly”. There is nothing
specially mysterious nor divine about the word. The ex.
pression “church in the wilderness™, in Mets 7:33, simply
means the “assembly” in- the wilderness which Moxes was
leading out of Egypt. The mob at Ephesns which tried
to get at Paul, was an “ecclesia” {the same (ireck word),
and translated “assembly.” in Acts 19:41, when the town
clerk “dismissed the assembly.” :

The church of God is so-called beeause it is the people
of God who have been bern again and are scparated,
called out, from the world, and are to keep themselves
unspotted from the world: they are to be governed hy
the laws which Christ the lead of the Called-out (chuareh)
has given. By reading His law and praying we are kept
in touch with the lead of this Called-out. Our citizenship
is not on carth but in heaven, and we arve not to be con-
formed to this world but transformed. changed across, by
the renewing of our minds—Dby reading and praying unto
God through our Ilead. Jesus came to earth to teavh us
to live like they live in heaven, und he tanght his apostles
to pray that the Kingdom might vome, and God's will be
done on earth as it is done in heaven. Let ux continue to
give the original meaning of this word and it may help
us understand.

We come into this “called-out”™ (ehurch) when we are
born of water and the Spirit. We are hegotten of the
Spirit when we apen our hearts and permit the Spirit of
God to enter throngh the Word, the gospel. which is the
power of God unto salvation. It canses ux to believe with
all our hearts that Jesus Christ is the Son of God: then
when we go on and repent of all our past sins. and
acknowledge Jesus before the world as the Son of God,
and are baptized, we have been born of water awd the
Spirit.

God put just as little as possible anthority inte the
hands of men on earth, Whenever one oheys the gospel,
he comes into the Called-out, (the Church). but lle hax
ordained that these called-out ones meet together el
worship Him if they can possibly do so. In order to this
there must be the local group of Called-out ones, sueh as
the ealled-out (chureh) at Corinth or Ephesus. God or-
dained that when men were qualified they be appointed as
Rishops (elders), and deacons of this local called-ont
group. But these officials are only temporary, for in
heaven there will be no bisheps and deacons as sueh,
though such fmen will have to auswer for the way they
have behaved themselves in the Called-out of God just as

all of us will have to do.

B

The word “*membership” is not in the Rible, though the
flocks which the bishops were to lead implics that there
were definite sheep in the flocks. But the eunuch had no
membership in a local called-out, church, yet went on
his way rejoicing. Where was Paul’s “membership”? And
when the diseiples were scattered and went everywhere
preaching the word, the converts came into the Called-out,
the church, yet they could not well have any organized
local groups with elders and deacons,

Too many people are trusting that they ave all right
because they are “members” of some local congregation
andd have their names written on a church record, Nothing
ix snid about a chureh record, which can only he to help
the memeries of the leaders of a loeal called-out. But the
question ix, Iy my name “written in heaven,” for something
serions is said about that, for those whose names are ni
written in heaven shall be cast into the lnke of fire,

There are millions of people today who have their names
written on ehureh recoweds, but do not have them weitten
in the hook of life. The leaders of local Called-outs often
have not attended tg their duty to put away from anony
themselves any wicked persons, thus leaving the impres.
sion on these millions that they are all right For eternity,
Sich bishops will have to answer for this misrepresenta-
tion of God which comes from their negleet,

On the other hand, some think that if one is east oul
of the local “church™ by unseriptural bishops, who through
hate or ambition for power, or revenge, like Diotrephes,
cast peaple out of the chureh. he is doowed to hell. Not
so. This isx the terrible weapon which Rome uses to whip
peaple into line with the human doctrines. God tells what
kind of men are to be bishops, and if they are not of that
kind. and do not act according to his Word, they are no
more to he obeyed than men like Joxeph Stalin, Sinee
many people are not in God's Called-out, ehureh, who may
have their names on chureh pecords here, so, many may
not have their names on chureh records hore, or the names
may have been seratehed off through ambition to retain
powver, and yet they are in the great Called-out, the
Chureh of (iod whoxe names are written in heaven. When
a man hax heen born againi and lives the life that God
commands, no man can keep him ont of heaven, “Fear not
him who can kill the body, (or cast it out) and after that
ean do nothing, but fear him who is able to cast both soul
and bady into hell.” God knoweth them that are his, and
man ean not change that safety guard which he hax given
for all his called-out ones. )

Paul telts us to glorify God in the Charel, Eph. 3:21,
but this dees not mean throngh the loeal called-out ones |
necessarily, but simply as part of the great Called-ont,
When we put our means into the treasury of the loeal
seriptural ealled-out group. or work with our wives or
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husbands to save souls as Priscilla and Aquilla did, or
do good unto all men, as individual Christians,—we are
rlorifying God “in the Chureh™. Though the contribution
on the first day of the week wax primarily given for the
benefit of the poor saints, yet most of the charity work was
to be done as families and individuals, If a man provided
not for his own he was worse than an individual. and
Christians were to look after their poor Christian relatives
rather than that the loeal called-out, chureh, be burdened.
Most of the preaching -of the gospel was done as indi-
viduals and not as churches, Until we can get Christians
back to this personal touch with God which the apostolic
Christians had, we can not expeet to vonvert people as
they did. We wish to turn over to a “chureh” what every
individual Christian should do. W« have too much church-
anity and not cuough Christianity.

The Church does not save us, but the Church itaself is
composad of those already saved, The Church, the (talled-
ont, can preach the gospel and men be saved, but it is
the gospel which does the saving, Thousamds of people
were in the (alled-out, the Church, before there wax any
local organization with bishopx and deacons, And ax we
have said—there will be no bishops and deacons as such
in heaven: woe shall just be Faithiful Christians, for no
athers will be thepre,

The so-called chureh at Sordis had o name to live hat
was dead. Some today wonld eall it a chureh, bat it wax
not God's called-out. Yet there were a few there who had
not defiled their garments and they would walk with
Christ in white for they were worthy, They were the real
called-ont, and the rest were dead, Other places God

called them out of sneh dead ehurehes: *Come out from:

umong them wnd be sepavate.” “from surh turn away,”
“frony such withdraw thyself.” When they would come
ont from dewd or corrupt churches, even two or three who
wauld meet in their own homes aceording to s word
were the real chureh, ealled-out, more than a thousand
worldly, ungndly, apostate members with a building that
vost half a million dellays. Even a ehureh which was
Ikewarm would be spewn out of Christ’s month unless it
repented. and henee was not g veal chureh, ealled-out,
though men then and now would probably think it was
a great chareh.,

Wemust, we music learn the differenee between Cheis-
tianity amd were churchanity, hetween the form and the
spirit.

Aud many people foolishly think the building is the
Church. Give the meaning of the wopd, called-out, and
You see how silly that notion is. Think of brick and
mortar being the called-ont. Many think yvou do not have
a chitreh unless you have a building spreiully honght and
sot apart to that purpese. But the Christinns did not
have church buildings of their own for about three hun-
dred years, and yet, they turned the world upside down.
They had something we do net have  they had FAITH.
We have the nildings all right, but not that faith. With
them The Chureh was The Called-out ones, and they lived
separate from the weorld, a thing which few taday are
doing.

One trouble with a fine ehureh building is that many
people are wedded to it rather than to Christ. People will
spend thousands upon thousands of dollars making a big
show, but will not give much te feed the poor, or to preach
the gospel. They have ehurchanity but not Christianity.
When the supposally ealled-out, chureh, leaves the teach-
ings of Christ. such people will stand by that organization
because it has the building. Thus they think more of the
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building than of Christ and his Word, They will not come
out from among them and be separate from evil doetrines
and life, thongh the word church means “called-out”, and
they are commanded to come out from among them and
be separate and touch not the unclean thing. This false
idlea hinders much all reformation—the idea, I mean, that
we will stay with the building rather than the pure doc-
trine of Christ, the doctrine of the “Called-out”.

There is only one way we can stay in this great Called-
out of God. We have been called out of the world and are
commanded to love not the world neither the things that
are in the world, and warned that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God. Even though the church at
Ephesus had held to the correct doetrine, and had some
of the correct life, yet when it dropped back in devotion
from what it had been at first, Christ said to it, “Becaunse
thou hast left thy first love, . . . I will come and remove
thy candlestick, except thou repent.”

Reader, is your citizenship in heaven, are you part of
the Great Called-out, the Chureh, of God, whose names are
written in heaven? Or, are you a dead member of a church
which has a name to live but is dead which is carrying you
on to eternal death?

Thoughts Concerning The Bible
Indeed the Bible is the book of books, for no matter
how much one reads and studies the Bible, each day there
are thoughts new and old. The more one reads and studies
the Bible, the more he is eonvineed that there is a God,
und our responsibility is increased, and our joy is more
real as we_follow after him, who said, “I will be their God
and they shall be my people.” As for man the Bible is the
Writings of writings, the Thoughts of thoughts, the Lit:
erature of literature, the Speeches of speeches, the Store-
house of knowledge for both young and old, though like
other rubjects, must be studied to be understood; deep,
but can be understood by anyone desiring to receive with
meckness the engrafted word which is able to save our
soul,

“The wayfaring men though fools, shall not err there-
in.” It is condensed yet brings out all the subject, simple
in arrangement so all may understand, as all are required
to understand. leb. 5:12, “For when for the time yeo
ought to be teacthers ye have need that one teach you
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God,
and are become such as have need of milk, and not of
strong meat.”

We are expected as Christians to grow in grace, and
knowledge of the fruth. Verse 13, “For everyone that
uses milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for
he is a babe.” Verse 14, “But strong meat belongeth to
them that are of full age, even those who by reason of
usg‘.l I}nve their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil.’

The Bible is the book to he studied and appreciated
by all, for therein do we have our senses exereised, if
we want to discern, diseriminate, or distinguish between
good and evil or right and wrong.

Many in the church of Christ instead of having their
own senses exercised by studying the Bible a little for
for themselves rely on someone else. Tn an effort to
prove his point a writer of an article in a religious paper.
quotes from a man, whom he speaks of as the greatest
preacher, eduecator, and teacher of the present day. and
adds, “Therefore when a man of that influence stands
behind a thing, it certainly should meet the approval of
all who are trying to live a true christian life.” Is it
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true that our thinking has sunk to that level? -The
saviour said, “Judge not, that ye be not Judged,” Matt.
7:?.; and Paul told Timothy, “But continue thou in the
things which thou has learned, and hast been assured of.
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that
from a child thou hast known the holy seriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus.” The church is governed by
truth and that truth is found in the Bible. given by in-
spiration, is profitable for doetrine, reproof. correction,
instruetion in righteousness. No superintendents, nor dean
of Bible scholars, nor great educators. nor big preachers,
are to be excepted or thought above that whieh is written.

Give me the Bible, holy message shining, thy light shall
guide me in the narrow way, (To be continned.)

. L. CARLTON

- Have You Courage?
“Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many
believed on him; but beeause of the Pharisecs
they did not confess him, lest they be put out of
the synagogue, For they loved the praise of men
more than the praise of (lod.”"-——John 12:42,

As it was in the days when Jesus walked among wen
so is it today. Too many are afraid they will lose the
praise of men, or they are afroid to stand fivm for what
they believe is right, lest they be turned away from hy
those with whom they huve been associated, Men. who are

afraid of what others may think of them, are not fit for

the kingdom of God.

We shall follow our convictions regnrdless of what the
whole world may think. If we please God. whether or
not we please men does not mafter.

Those who depend upon the opinions of men have little
hope of present or future greatness. It takes courage to
stand for the truth when all your friends are opposed to
you, but any weakling can follow the crowd. We fear
persecutions and afflictions. “But all who will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecutions™. Which shall it
be, shall we drift with the current or battle the tide! "Iy
we suffer with him we shall also reign with him”
(2 Tim. 2:12),

Consider P’aul. the apostle, althongh he knew that,
wherever lhe went, preaching the gospel, “bonds and
afflictions” awaited him, yvet with conrage, snstained by
a faith that could not be exeeeded, he went onward in
the path that Christ Jesus had laid ont for him to
follow. Faithful men will always obey God regardless of
what man may think or do.

Take the example of Daniel: The king lind signed a
decree that anyone who for n period of thirty days, offered
up any petition to anyone exeept the king, should be
cast into a den of lions. But Daniel took not heed to
this decree of the king, and three times a day he prayed
to his God. Ile was east into the den of lions, but God
was with him, and protected him.

May the Lord give us more men of courage, who never
will shrink from doing vight.—C. 1. MceCay
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He Wrote Hymns That Last ,

Isaac Watts died 200 years ago, but his Songé of
Heaven Oontinue to Bless the Church on Earth.

If you could east time aside. and attend a echureh
service in Bagland aronnd the turn of the eighteenth
century, you would undoubtedly have a diffienlt time
Joining in the singing. There were no hymns as we know
them today: most of the chureh bodies allowed only
rhyming versions of the psalms to be used in warship.
You would perhaps complain about the sad state of
congregational singing,  Well, that s exactly  what a
rather remarkable voung man did: he not only com-
plained. but hie tried to remedy that state of singing,

e day an official of hix father’s chureh heanl young
Istue Watts complnining about the poor tunes and posrer
way of singing them, and he ehallenged Watts to find
something better. This Watts procesded to do and at
onee. For by the Tollowing Sunday he had written his
fiest hymn, “Behold the Glories of the Lamb.” This
hyma veccived so mieh praise after its first singing, that
he decided to write more hymns. This was work he loved,
amd he kept at it constantly with sueh enthusiasm that
by 1707, when the tiest English hymnbook was published,
nearly the entive hymn content was Watts' own compu.
sitions, . :

e Watts was born in 1674, at the time his father
was i prison beeause of his Non-conformist  beliefs.
Young Watts attended the Non-conlormist avademy al
Newington, Eogland ; and in 1695 was appointed assistant
vlevgyman to the Murk Lane congregation, beeoming the
regntar pastor in 1702, ¢ = #

Watts” hynms started the English people singing, just
as Lather's hymms had starfed the German people sing-
ing alitost two hdred years before,  In some Buwelish
clineehes, For a number of years, no other except Watts'
hymns were ever sung Ingdohn Wesley's first published
hymnal, The Charlestown Collection of Psalms and Hymns
TIPSR, approximately one-hall were Watls' congposi-
tions. Their grent popularity spread across the Alantic
tow, Bengamin Franklin admived them so mueh that the
fivst book turned ont by his printing press wasx Watts'
Psalms and Hymns (1741;.* % *

Probubly the best known of all Watts® <ix hundyed
hymns is Qs stately “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past,”
whicli is w paraphrase of Psalm 90, He wrote the pionece
issionary hymn, “Jesus Shall Reign Where s the San,™
and one of the most loved and most commonly used of
all Christmas hymns, oy to the World,™ eame from
his pen. Oliver Weaver Ridenour, in Moody Monthly,

(Rome additional Familine hymns written by Watts gre
the following: When 1 Snevey the Wondvous Cross — There
ix a land of Pure Delight - I'm ot Ashamed to own my
Lord  Before Jehovabh’™ Awlal Threne A | a Soldier
of the Cross Sinee T ean read my title elear to Manstons
in the Skiex  Come yve that Love the Lord - Mas amd Did
my Suvingr Bleed, - Eaditor 800U

“The Bible is a Big Book,
o B € S What Bhould I Speclally Read?”

“Blessed ®* ® * in Ilis Law doth he meditate day wnd
night.”—David. Wish to be “blessed™ |m|)|:_}' .’_"l:r_\' David’s
plan. Try spending at least TEN MINUTER a duy in
reading and meditating. ‘

But the Bible ix s biz. you say. that you don’t know
where to read to get the most benefit? Listen—the

publisher of This paper has spent ity Years teyving 1o do
what David sngeested, and he has marked the passages
which have specially helped him spiritually, and he has
printed the references to those seriptures in oa leaflet
ealled, “Nugpets of Gold™, amd he will send you those
lenflets Free for a stanmyp.

The Simplificd New Testument has all these references
printed in the baek,
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Rightly Dividing The Word

In our study of the New Testament in order to rightly
divide the word of truth, we have found that the four
writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke. and John have given us
evidence and testimony proving that one Jesus of Naza-
reth was the Son of God, that he came to carth and lived
and died on the cross fur our sins, that we by believing on
him and nbeymg him might be reconciled to God and have
oternal life,

Assuming that we have believed that testimony and
then have obeyed. the instruetions that Jesus gave for
us to follow, namely to be baptized, and having found
that when Jesus said “be baptized.” he meant to go down
into the water, be buried, and arise, and come up out of
the water to walk a new life, then the question is.
What next?

Sinee we believe that Jesus died for us, and as we
reulize the full meaning of that sacrifice, that by it we are
provided with a way by which God will forgive us our
past sins and give us an abode in heaven, we will love
him who hax done so much for us, and will desire to
obey him in all things and live a life that will be
pleasing to him,

Josus, when he was comforting his disciples just pre-
vious to his erucifixion. said this, If a man love me, he
will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we
will come unto hin, and make our abode with him. Ile
that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word
which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent
nmie, John 14:23, 24,

When Jesus gave his apostles the great commission, “Go
yve therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father. and of the Son, and of the Holy
(thost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever T
have commanded yon,” Matt. 28:19, he made two parts
or commands of this commission, first, to go and teach all
nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, the
Non, and the Iloly Ghoxt: and second, to “Teach them to
observe all thmg% whatsoever 1 have commanded youn.”

Today we hear many religious teachers stressing the
command to “Go and teach all nations,” but very few
give very much attention to the zecond part which is to
“Taach them tn obwr\'e all things whatsoever 1 have
commanded you.

The first of these commands is very important to our
- salvation, for Jesus said in Mark 16:16, He that believeth
not shall be damned. The second is just as important, for
if we do not observe to do all that the Apostles tanght,
we will be lost just as surely as if we had not obeyed the
command to be baptized.

Paul teaches that., in 1 Cor, 9:27 for he says, “I keep
under my batly mld bring it into subjection: lest that by
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any means, when I have preached to others, 1 myself
should be a castaway.”

Jesus warned, “Take heed unto yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and the cares of this life, and so that day
come upon you unawares”. Luke 21 .94, And in many
other places we are admonished to abstain from evil and
do righteousness, lest we lose our reward.

In looking for an answer to the question as to what the ~*
apostles taught, we find that their first converts continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doetrine and in breakmg of
bread, and in prayers. Acts 2:42. ’

We do not have the apostles with us personally today,
but what they taught has been written, and recorded, and
preserved for us to follow, and is found in the Acts of
Apostles and the twenty-one letters which follow, .and
it behooves us to make a diligent study of those teachings,
in order that we may so live as to obtain A place at
God’s right hand when this life is over.

Peter, in his sermon on the day of Penteeost had eon-
vinced his hearers that they had sinned and had erucified
the Just One whom God had made Lord and Christ. So
being convicted of sin they wished to make amends and be
reconciled to God, therefore Peter commanded them to
be baptized for the remission of sins, and the account says
that they continued steadfast, or firmly established, in-
the Apostles- doctrine, and the Apostles were teaching
what Christ had taught, or revealed to them. Paul says
that he was not taught the gospel by man, but that he
received it by revelation, hence what the Apostles, in-
cluding Paul, taught ig just as binding on us as though
Christ had spoken it himself.

This seripture also tells us that they continued in the
fellowship. Fellowship. the dictionary says is association,
communion, intimacy. So we might express the meaning
of the statement like this,—*they continued in intimate
association and communion with the apostles,” and being
in such intimate association with the apostles they were
having fellowship, er close association also with each
other, and the account goes on to say that they had all
things common and that no one considered anything -he
had as his own; this system continued until the case of
Ananias and Sapphira.

ITowever the ease of these two did not stop them from
helping one another, for Paul spoke concerning the col-
lection for the saints, “that upon the first day of the week
let every one lay by in store as God hath pmqpored him,
that there be no gntheungu when T come.” 1 Cor. 16:1-2,

Thus it should be with us, we should study to know
what the Apostles taught and what the early disciples
practiced under the direct teaching of the Apostles; by
so doing we will be following the apostles doetrine, fellow-
ship. breaking of bread and prayers.—Fred D. Weed

ONLY THE CROSS OAN BRING PEACE

—Ohiang Kai-Bhek
'Wnr will continue in fhe future, even when peace comes
within the grasp of the world, unless Christiana every-
where live and act in accordance with the prineiples of
righteousness and justice. The way of the Cross is the
only one that can lead to world fellowship and peace.
Those of us who are prgfessed Christians should take
our creed earnestly and humbly, so that faith, hope and
love may hecome hvmg realities.

GENERAL CHIANG KAI-SHE!\.
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DEDICATION

By William Atherton
‘Liord, can I dare sit idly by .
And watceh the millions Christless die;
Doing nothing to save the lost,
Afraid of what might be the cost;
Litke Peter, warming at the fire—
Sheltering under the church’s spire?
Dare I sit and waste the vears,
Sharing Thy joys, but not Thy tears;
Unheeding Thy low, tender plea,
“Take up thy crossand follow Me”:
While Thy footprints leave crimson stains
In city streets and country lanes,
As Thou dost carry Thy cross anew,
Seeking the lost as I should do?
O Lord, forgive. T weep in shame,
llove Thee truly; in Thy name,
I turn my back upon the past

To wholly follow Thee at last! —Selected

He Encourages People to Quit
Organizations
‘YES MEN’' KEEP OUT;
PASBTOR HAS NEW OLUB

FRANKLIN, Ind..—You can join the OEPPQO
if you have the strength of character to say the
password at the right timex.

The OEPQO is the Organization to Encourage
People to Quit Organizations. Its password is
“NO." .

Tt has no officers, no (ues, no meetings, no ac-
tivities, no projects, Tts motto ix “Be a Quitter.”

Dr. Howard W. Stone, pastor of the First proes.
byterian Church, propuosed the OEPQO. His pur-

was to help members save time for family

e and church duties. He said:

“If more people leartied to say no when asked
to join another organization or become an officer
of this or that group, they wounld be able to spend
an oocasional evening at home with their fmms.

“While most organizations are worthwhile, too
many of them are doing too many things in teo
many of them. Tt's time to begin veversing the
process.”—Associated Press.

Comments by Editor of 8piritual Call

Now does not the same apply to church organizations?
The pastor spends a long time announcing the different
societies of the congregation, and if one ix faithful to all
of them, one would have little time left for real religious
work. But it is not confined to denominationalism. Some
who profess to be the “trne Chureh of Christ”, have xo
many classes and meetings that they have little time to
read the Bible and Bible story books to their children at
home. They have practically no time to meditate on the
law of the Lord, as David enjoins. Yes. they have
Churchanity all right, but not so much real Christianity.
as some arc beginning to leavn from their actions, The
Spiritual Call is trying to_call its readers back to the
Simplicity taught in the New Textanment, from \\“hlt:‘l\
Paul warns the brethren not to depart. The early Chris-
tians did nearly all of their work as INDIVIDUAL Chris-
tians, and NOT ax groups. Let us bring the INDIVIDUAL
into touch with his God, so far as we are able, L@t' s
restore the ITOME, not simply build a house and eall 1T a

home, . a

Page Five
Let's Talk a Little About the
“Spiritual Call”

In normal times unless a religious paper has advertise-
ments or an extra large circulation, it dves not pay for
itvelf, but is an objeet of charity. But these are
ABNORMAL times, especially for this paper. First, our
old readers know how for more than twenty vears we
have foright hard against false religious doctrines, against
compromise with false doctrines, and against unchristian
living. Jesus said, “Me the world hates beenuse | testify
of it that the works thereof are evil.” And how can a
paper escape similar hatred that follows in Hix steps?
Some brothers and sisters have stood by us nobly, but
they are too few. Do you appreciate the fight we are

making? _

Algo, the printer has just informed the publisher that
beginning with the new year. we have another raise in
cost of printing, thirteen .per cent. There have becn
several raises since we lifted the price of the paper. We
don’t want to raize the price of the paper. Nuw twa
escapes lie before us. We ¢éan print the paper every
other month, which will cost us ten doHars to the Post
Office to have the frequencey of the paper changed. Or,
our readers can donate enough to Keep the paper going
without that. If you are the real friends of truth, as
given out by your little paper, would you please write us
AT ONCE about what you think you can donate to this -
great work of making better Ohristians and making new
converts, through the coming year of 19492 The publisher
and editor does not get a single dollar for his work on
this paper.-which raus into many weeks of time in the
course of the yvear. Are YOU willing to take your salary
or remuneration for many weeks of YOUR time thia year,
to see this work go on unhampered? ! !

If this is the work of God, does HE require so much
more of the publisher than of you? ‘

Shall we heur from you BEFORE New Year's Day?

]

Helpful Books and Tracts

Story of the Bible, (for people six years and older),
$2.50.
First Steps for Little Children, $1.25—Story of the Gospel,
(for children), $1.25
13ible Pietures and What they Teaeh, (for children i, $1.55
Pilgrim’s Progress, (perhaps with greatest civeulation of
any book outside the Bible), #1.00,
Jamivson, Fausset and Brown Commentary, 8600,
Send two dimes, or stamps, for set of tracts titled
Mr. World and Mrs. Churchmember—Why Protestantism
ix Failing—Can we be Saved by Faith Mone *—Nuggets
of Gold (refercnces to more thun 2000 devotional verses
of Seripture)—A Poem that Helped Make Lincoln Great
Flee Fornication——Greatest Questions in Christendom
2 eolor card on TIE HOME-~1ow the Thietf was Suvel
without Baptism (with ehart on 3 Ages of Religion). Maxt
of these tracts are four or eight pages, and one 63 pages,
Send to . A, Sommer, 918 Congress Ave., Indianapolis,
Ind. If you will read and meditate on the Nuggets of
told. and mark them in your Ribles. yon will have a
delightful time this winter with God's \l\'_nnl. These
“Nuggots” are also found in the late editions of the
Simplified New Testament, £1.00 in permanent form.



Page Six
Our Hope Through the Resurrection

Raccoon John Smith, the pioneer preacher, kissed his
wife and babies goodbye, and rode over the hills into
Tennessee to meet his next appointment. Iis wife Nancy
was called away during the night to nurse a sick neighbor,
so she banked the fire, tucked the two little girls into
bed, and left on her errand of mercy. While she was gone
the fire-god stirred the ashes and a live coal spat forth
into the room. Raccoon John Smith killed a horse on the
frantic trip home, and arrived in Kentucky just at day-
break. He found his half-maddened wife prodding about
into the still hot ashes of the burned cabin as she loocked
for the charred bodies of her two dead babies. He took
the rail from her hand and led her to the brow of a
little hill, and, with a heart choked with grief, he tried
to comfort her. They stood there in the glory of the
rhododendrons, silhonetted against the sun which seemed
to rise ‘out of Virginia. The mountaineers who were
watching doffed their eaps and hats in the beauty and
pathos of the secene, Smith stood with one arm around
his wife, a picture of perfect love; and his other arm was
raised toward heaven, a symbol of everlaxting hope.

Today Jesus Christ is alive and our faith is in Him. The
faith “by which also ye are saved” is great within us as we
aceept the sign of Chrixt’s Messinhship, 1lis resurrection.
It is proved tc us historically ; placed before us strate-
gically; presented so discerningly; possessed by us so
miraculously, By means of 1lig resurrection our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, reaches down and places His arm
of perfeet love about ns and points us toward a heavenly
immortality with everlusting hope—James Karl Ladd I,
in Shune Quarterly.

WHAT SOME ARE THINKING ABOUT

Here nare some gentimenta written ua the past month or two:

Thia month’s Spiritunl Call i3 worth the price of the paper for
one yenr. Father and 1 are made happy te knoew there are many
here and there who value truth, rightoousness nnd aimplieity ubove
show, brilllnney and wisdem of wmen whe are horrowing from
seeturtanism while at the snme time are condemning others who
do the sume~—Colorado . , . T have heard two people say that
the drd Kpiztle of John (agninst Diotrephes and hia ensting
people out of the chureh) didn*® apply to the church of Chriat
today. [ told it that didu’t apply there waa no use for
me to read the Hible, for that i juat ng plain na anything can
he,—Culifornin . . . Fred D, Weed gnya he received many ealls
fur the tract he sent out . . 1f yon have any of the July Spiritual
Cull pleage nend me o few to diatribute. The article on C‘hrlatlunlty
va. Mere Churchanity fs worth re-reading, I would like to hand
out o few—-Pennn,  (Muny others nppreciate the truth in that
article, and we had swome oxtra copiea printed. Bead for them
und cireulate.) ... T have just finiahed ‘reading your article, “Take
the Prophets for un Example™, This a very fine und 1 ean appre-
cinte it fully, Write more and more on thiz line.—1linots . . . May
God help you to cndure the persccutions nnd may your light
ahine the brighter, ia my prayer—Missourl . . . We will renew
for those names we gent. Two of them have said they like to
repd the paper,.—Oregon. (There are many of your friends, too,
who will like to read the Spiritual Call, if only you will send it
to them, Tea new names for five dollars, for a year. T'o you love
the aouls of ten of your friends sufficiently to try to cnlighten and
encourage them?) . . . Our prayer ia for yon and that the truth
muy he defended.—Missourl . . . We recelved our Spiritual Call
and want to tell you how good the article on EXTREMES waa.
It really fita now. Please send a copy to—(Wa had cxtra coplea of
that isaue made, too, Send for some and eirculate whore needed)

. Reerived the 8. C. toduy Think it very good. Enclosed ia a
contribution arn nn encourngement to help in your fight for the
truth,—lIowa . . . T enjoyed the article on EXTREMES.—-Illinois
.+« Eneloaed find $.... to lu\lln with the Spiritual Call and to help
apread the goapel of Chriat. Wishing vou succeas.—Mo. . . . Exten
my auhscriptiop to Spirtun] Call. Plcease, could I have aix copica
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of the Octobor issue on EXTREMES. It is all aplendid, capecially
that article.—Colorado. (As said before, we have some extra copies
left—send for them and scatter the truth.) ... I think the article
titled, “He’s Coming Again” waa excellent. How true it is-—
Ilincla . . . Have been reading your books, tracts, papers, ote,
over a period of almost forty years, and, in my humble oginion,
your teaching conforms to the Book, in all matteras pertaining to
salvation. May you live to a ripe old age, all spent in the serviece
of the Maater—California . .. I think your article on EXTREMES
is one of tho beat of your writing, I tcll you, those are the kind;
juat what the people nced—ecommon asense and sound thinking.—
Preacher . . . E’our excellent article, “The Jeauits” I have read
twice now.—Kansas. (It’s the same issue with the article on
EXTREMES. Send for a few, and be sure to read “Jeauits” twice
us did this aged disciple.) ., . . Wo enjoy Spiritual Call and appre-
elate the good work you are doing. Nesidea renewing, please send
us u copy of The Church of Chriat—Iowa. (That's good, let ALL
of our rcadera send a dollar for a copy of this book which we
wrote 38 years ago, and se¢ whether we have changed. The chief
Diotrephes of this apostasy thought he had us when he quoted
this on page 169. “Any theory of church government which
leaves any clusa of persons in the church exempt from discipline,
iz mot from God.” That is still true, but every one ia entitled to
a fair hearing, On the same page, 169, only twelve lines BEFORE
this statement, wo have this one, “As in the governments of men
every accused man is aliowed an IMPARTIAL jury, 80 in the
governmaent of the church,” stc. And ONLY FOUR lines AFTER
the quotation about every one being aubject to church discipline,
we have this, “baving against it the common dootrine in law that
a man has a right to be tried by an IMPARTIAL jury,” etc. Thua
35 years ago wa taught and practised as heat we could sxactly what
we do today.) . . . Don’t atop the Spiritual Call. Will. aend the
money for same, 1 am s0 blind T have to uze a magnifying glass
to sce to rend at all—Kansas. (Think of that! And many who have
two QOOD c¢yes, are not that anxious to learn the truth.) . . .
Fuclosed find $.... to help with the Spivitual Call, wishing you
success.—DMissourl . . . In looking over my deceased husband's
papera I found some clippings from the M. C. back in 1937 that
e and T had saved, and which 1 think very practical. The heading
is, “A Beripture a Day Keeps Evil Away” If you still happen
to havo these on file, 1 would suggeat that you print them again
in the Spiritual Call beginning the firat of the year. I think they
would be fine to help in Mutual edification.—Illinola. (What do our
readers say about thiat Write AT ONCE, if you wish them to
atart in January isszue.) ... These are sentiments which have come
in the past month or two. Rhall we continue to print such
sentiment cach issue, or reserve the apace for articles of devotion?
T shall be glad to receive your sentiment. Many like these personal
notes,

THEY LIKE THE SIMPLIFIED NEW TESTAMENT—Six
copies to Pennaylvanin . . . Threo batchea of five each to Bro.
Shelburne, Jr., Kcrrville, Texas, editor of Gospel Tidings . . . Five
tostaments to Texaa . . . Another doxen to a Christian Church in
Kokomo, Indiana, making three or four doxen they have called for.
Their minister snld, “It iz a fine book, and we give it to every
new member, and some others.” That is n good example surely
for those who profess to be the TRUE “Church of Chriat®. It would
help weak mewmbers, posaibly, by wmaking reading of God's Word
easier . . . Our paper hanger saw one and took it home. When
he showed it to his preacher, hie cabbaged on to it; o he got another,
and waa recently back for still another for a friend. $3.00 each,
hut only $2.50 in lota of five. Send to ofice of Spiritual Call.

NEBARER, STILL NEARER

Noarer, atill nearer, close to Thy heart
Draw me, my Savior, so precions Thou art;
Fold me, O fold mo.close to Thy lLireast,
Bheltor mo safe in that haven of reat.

Nearer, still nearer, Lord, to be Thine;
Bin with its follies I gladly resign;

All of ita pomp and ita pride;
Give me but Jesus, my Lord crucified.

Noarer, atill nearer, while life ahall laat,
Till snfe in glory my anchor ia cast;
Thro' endlesa ages, ever to be

Nearer, my Savior, atill nearer to Thee.

—Mra. C. H. Morria
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“A se]_:‘m:lt! :’ Life"

1 Peter 2:9, 11.—“Ye are a chosen generation.
a royal priesthood. a holy nation. a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of darkness intoe
his marvellous light . . . Dearly beloved, I beseech
you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.”

_Christians are strangers. Believers in Jesus Christ are
pilgrims here on this earth.. That deseribex for us the
message which we shall bring tonight on “.\ Neparated
Life,” simply another title for the Christian life.

We hear a great deal these days about doctrine. ahout
what men believe. Some men, we say, believe the Bible.
We call them Fundamentalists. Then there are other
men, many of them preachers, who do not believe the
Bible. They reject the Bible as infallible, and we call them
Modernists. We hear a great deal about doctrine and
belief, but we don't hear g0 much about life. Doctrine nust
be applied in our daily conversation. 1t is a fact that Fun.
damentalists live one way and Modernists another ; a Fun.
damentalist church isx one kind, a Modernist another.

I think that one of the great errors of our day in
Christian service is that we have not thought emough
about our lives, and the application of our belief to our
life, The Bible is not only the rule of faith. but it is
our only rule of practice. In this Baok we are told what
we should do, and what duty God requires.

A short time ago I was talking with & man about his
soul. I was endeavoring to lead him to Jesus Christ. 1n
the course of our conversation.he said, “Do you know
So-and-8o?” [ said. “Yes.” e said. “Ix he a member of
your church?” I said, “Yes.” Ile said, "I don’t think 1
need what you have to give, le poes to the same places
I go to; he lives the same life I live. 1 am as good ax
he, 1 dont think 1 need any more.” What counld 1 xay
to that man? Well, my friends. 1 said aplenty, not only
about that man, but about the member of church. The
point is that that person who was & member of the church
was a stumbling stone. e stood in the way of another
man as we sought to lead him to aceept Jesus Christ as
his Saviour. How sad!

I wonder if you and | examine our lives as we should
to see if we are stumbling stones? Are we standing in
the way of people? Is it true that because they see ux they
cannot see Christ? We are living epistles to be known
and read of all men. Rut the trouble is that when a man
reads that epistle he reads something which ix not of the
Lord. but of the Devil, something which ix of the flesh!

One reason our churchez are smpty today is that the
people who sit in the pews are men and women who com-

in their lives. They are not separate unto the Lord

esus Ohrist. So the apostle tells us we are a chosen gener-
ation, a royal priesthood. a holy nation, a peenliar people,
that we are pilgrims and strangers here. Yon know, il a
stranger should walk into this church tonight you and |
would not have much trouble in identifying him. We know
strangers by the way they act as they walk up and down
our streetz. We know strangers when we see them. The
apostle says that those of us who are in the Lord Jesus
Christ are strangers here below. We ought to walk like
strangers. We are not a part of this adulterous generation.
The world should recognixe us as strangers. The same is
true of the word “pilgrim.” We are just journeyving
through the world; e are not of it. We are here on
business for the King. That is why our lives must ring
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true—in order that there may be some kind of echo
coming back to us.—Carl Melntyre, in Christian Beavon.

(Mr. MeIntyre is founder of the Xmerican Association
of Christian Churches which was founded to offset the
Federal Council with its Modernism. He ix trying to
reform Protestantism but has a mighty big job. | admire
him because he is willing to sacrifice for what he believes
is right.—Editor 8. C.)

HYMN FOR THE WEEK
Help me, my God, to speak
True words to Thee each day:
Real let my voice be when 1 praise,
And teustful when 1 pray.

Thy words are true to me;
Let wmine to Thee he trae,

The speecli of my whaole heart and soul,
However low and few:

Treue words of griel For sin,
Of longing to he free,

OF groaning for deliverance,
Awdd likeness, Liord, to Thee:

True words of faith and hope,
OF padly Joy and grief:
Lord. 1 believe, O hear my ery,
Welp Thon my unbelief, -,

Have We Faith Enough to be Saved?
“Oh yes” vou ery, 1 believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of Gud, and that ix what the enuuch confessed anel
believed, mentioned in Aets 8.7
But suppose the civil authorities burned at the stake
or cast to the lions, those who confessed that Chreist was
the Son of God. would you,then have enough Faith to
make such confession of your faith? Or, suppose they
killal those who have the sacred Seriptures in their
possession, would you have faith enough to keep your
copy? IF not, would THAT Faith save you! The New
Testament speaks of weak faith and great Taith. We
possess it by degrees, and do we have sufficient to save us!
Preachers often say that faith, repentance, confession
aml baptism. are the four steps which bring us into
Christ, but ix not this a misrepresentation in a sense! I
places faith on a par with repentance and baptism, yet
it is above these. Repentance and baptism are simply
manifestations of FAITH, Faith runs theough all these,
and in faet through all onr Christian lives. The power
of a train ix not in the day coach, the smoker nor even
the Pullman, but in the engine which pulls them all. The
power of the Christian life is not in repentance nor con-
fession nor baptism, but in faith which pulls them all.
Do we have suffictent faith to stand agatnst innovations,
if they were bheing introduced into ‘the Chureh? Do we
have faith enough to STAND REHIXD and defend elders
and preachers whe oppose all departures and evils feom
the doetrine of Christ, even though we suffer fop it? Do
we have enough faith to stand MGAINST preachers and
elders and others when they tey to foist upon brethern
their unseripturally ways, even though they threaten
excluxion? Op, are we afraid that we shall caunse division
to stand for the truth, nud tey to eseape from our religious
cowardiee under that smoke sereen ! Does not James say,
“The wisdom that is from ABOVE s FIRST PURES
Do we have faith enough to be saved?

Bonar.
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THE WORN-OUT PREACHRER

1 saw the worn-out preacher,
In seedy garments clad,
le had traveled many a eireuit,
And was looking rather sad;
He had preached to pious sinuners,
In the good old-fashioned way,
Who shouted lowd hosannas,
With precious little pay.

When first he came among them
They likened him to Paul,

And said he had a message
For sinners great and small;

They never heard his equal,

- . The people all did say;

They gave him worlds of taffy,

With precious little pay.

Sometimes he told the story
Of Jonah and the whale;
Sometimes the plagues of Ewvpt,
The frogs, the lice, the hail:
Ilis sugar-stick was David
And the sinning of hix day:
All this was grand and glorions,
With precious little pay.

And then in accents tender,
lHle preached the Savior’s love,
And pointed the diseonsolate
To brighter worlds above:
He stood heside the casket,
When loved ones passed away.
And spoke sweet words of comfort,
With precious little pay.

But now, his warfare ended,
His trumpet laid aside,
Ile is waiting in the valley
To cross the swelling tide;
He longs to join hix comrades
In that eternal day.,
And acenpy his mansion
Where none will have to pay.
—Relected

NEGLECT AND PERIBH!

Mow shall we eseape if we neglect so preat salvation?
lieh. 2:3.

The wages of sin i death, Rom, 6:23,

To be carnally-minded isx death. Rom. 8.6,

Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Luke 13:3,

He that believeth uot the Non shall not see life; but
the wrath of God abideth on him. .John 3:36,

BELIEVE AND OBRY!

He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation, but ix passed from death unto life.
John §5:24.

Him that cometh to me 1 will in no wise cast out,
John 6:37.

Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sin, Acts 2:38

Just as [ am, without one plea

Rut that Thy bloog was shed for me,
Aud that Thou bid’st wme come to Thee,
O Lamb of Qod, | come, 1 come.
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“YOUR LIFE IS A VAPOR."”

Recently I attended fthe funeral services of a young
man less than thirty years old, who died under rather
mysterious circumstanees. lle had had every advantage,
His father was tolerably well-to-do. The young man had
been sent to college, staying at a fraternity house. But
it geems that life had been too easy with him. He had
not been true to his Liord. The bauks of flowers in the
funeral home were the most I ever saw. In the flower of
youth he passed from the atage of action.

A few days ago I was called to speak a few words over
the body of a little babe of three months.

These two so-recent cases caused the old adage to come
to my mind, “The old must die and the young MAY die.” .
Yes, even if we are not taken by some acute disease, nor
accident, old age will come in spite of the best doctors
we may be able to employ. “The old must die.”

And as these incidents came into my experience, |
could not keep the words of James from recurring again
and again to my mind, “What is your life? It is even a
vapor that appeareth for a little time. and then vanisheth
away.” (James 4:14.)

All great men of the world have heen serious men, They
have wondered about their origin and destiny. They -
have seen that with all their greatness they must soon
vanish from earthly things—but vanish to where?! The
questions of what we shall eat and what we shall drink
and wherewithall shall we be clothed are transitory. The
great questions are, What is man, whence came he, and
whither is he going? Is he a mortal or an immortal being !
I he doomed to spring forth like the flower, bloom for a
season and then fade away forever? Or, was he made in
the image of God, to whom he must return soon and
render ah account of the way he has lived here on earth?

If there is no truth in the Bible, then there is no truth
in any religion, for it reveals by far the best the world
hax yet seen. L.

But, e believe the Bihle! We believe that there will
be a judgment where all the wrongs of this life will be
righted. Why not, then, be wise, and prepare NOW 1
meet your God?

“Your life is a vapor.”

Tomorrow may be too late.

“We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.
that every one may receive the things done in his body.
according to that he "hath done, whether it he good or
bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men,” (2 Cor. 5:10, 11.)

IF YOU MUST DRINK

To the married man who cannot get along without his
drinks, the following is suggested as a solution to the
bondage of his habit:

First, start a saloon in your own house.

Second, be the only customer, and you'll have no license
to pay. Qive your wife two dolldrs to buy a gallon of
whiskey, and remember there are sixty-nine drinks to
a gallon. !

Third, buy yeur drinks from no one but your wife, ani!
by the time the first gallon is gone she will have eight
dollars to put in the bank and two dollars to start
business again.

Fourth, should you live ten years and continue to buy
baoze from her, and then die with snakes in your boots.
she will have money to bury you decently, educate your
children, buy a house and lot, marry a decent man, and
quit thinking about you.—The Conquest





