To be carnally minded is death, but to be
SPIRITUALLY minded is life and peace.

—Romans 8:6
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Walk werthy of the vocation (calling)
wherewith ye are CALLED.
—Ephesians 4:1
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fire You Troubled About War With Russia?

A FEW DAYS AQO a young sister who has a baby bhoy
growing up, spoke to me about war with Russia. She
had been reading the papers, and conditions looked
pretty dark to her and she wax mueh troubled. Well,
it ix true that Russia is making much noise right now,
and seema determined to bring the whole world into sub-
mission to Communism. 1t iz indeed astounding that
meny people even in America are captivated with the
heautiful theory they present. But if they could look
behind the iron curtain of Russia and see communism
at its best, they wounld turn away dixillusioned. 1t might
he a good plan to finish that giant air-ship about whiech
there is so much talk, and gather all the communists
and “follow -iravelers” and put them therein, and fly
aver Russin and drep them ent in parachutes. and let
them have in Full what they are creating such a disturb-
anee over! Like Emma (oldman, when the government
banished her, they would come back as near as they can
ishe eame to Canada), and look with longing eyes into
the good old T, 8. A.

But after all. Christinns helong to a different kingdom.
Our relations with our government is only ineidental,
temporary. This place is not onr home, We have dutiex
and obligntions here. but our eitizenship ix in heaven,
Our King is there. And he ix coming back again some-
time, and bring all things in subjection to Himsell. So,
no matter what happens in thix world, it is all right with
us. if indeed we are all right with the King. Our great
aim should be to make ourselves and loved ones qnﬂ
friends and neighbors, faithful subjects of that Kmu
Jesus, so that they. too, may cnjoy the happy times
that are ahead. N

The Christians in the first century had conditions to
meet similar to ours. The Romans brought their armies
to Jerusalem. and destroyed it, as Jesus had said, and
more than a million Jews were killed, and about a hun-
dred thousand sold inte slavery: and the Jews have
been a dispersed and persecuted people ever since. Jesus
hiad spoken of the end of the world at the same time he
spoke of the end of the Jewish state, and many disciples
drew the iden thnt there would be a finish to it all when
Jerusalem was destroyed. John had left Judea and was
in Axia Minor. and did his writing and work there. aul
was dead. Peter was in far away Babylon from which
he wrote his letters to churehes, speaking of the eoming
of Christ; and warning them even in his first epistle that
“the end of all things is at hand™ (4:7), Paul had_said
ihat there was to he a great falling away before J't*!'l'll
came again, but he had no idea what that was. When
Jexus said, “1 come quickly.” John answered, “Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.” (lod has evidently left that an un-

certain event regarding time, so that his people would
always be ready. We know not the day nor hour, and
should have our lamps trimmed and burning.

But the Chureh grew and prospered even under great
persecutions, Then when they themselves had gained
great power, even politieally, the barbarian tribes came
down from the north of Europe and conguered Rome,
nt the beginning of the Fifth Century. When they had
sacked Rome, and destroyed the nobility, and taken over
the reign of the fragments of what wax left, griat con.
sternation swept throughout the entire world. Rome had’
existed for a thousand years, and for more than half
that time had practieally ruled the entire world. And
now to see the whele thing go to pieces,. —even many
Christinns were greatly troubled. Jerome, a great eecles.
tie in Palestine, wrote: “A terrible rumour reaches me
from the West 1elling of Rome besteged, bonght for gald,
besieged again. life and property perishing together. My
voice falters, sobs stifle the words | dietate; for she is
a eaptive, that eity which enthralled the world.”

The heathen charged that these evils were brought on
them beeause the people had left the worship of the old
gods and were worshiping Christ. Even Christians did
not understand and were troubled. Angustin, in Afriea
fat Carthage. where some of our soldiers in World War
Il were stationed ), writes his immortal work, “The City
of God”, to answer the heathen and comfort the Chris-
tians He portrays the battles of God’s people in all ages,
and shows the fnal trivmph of the City of God. Mareus
Dods, the translator of Angustin, says:

“Ax Augnstin contemplates the rmins of Rome’s great-
nes<, and Teels in common with all the world at this
crisix, the instability of the strongest governments, the
insufAcieney of the most authoritative statesmanship,
there hovers over these rains the splendid vision of the
City of God ‘coming down out of heaven, adorned as a
bride for her husband,” The old social system is erumbling
away on all gides, but in its place he seems 1o we & pure
Christendom arising. He seos that human history and
human destiny are not whally identified with the lis.
tory of any earthly power not though it be ag cosmo-
politan as the empire of Rome, lie directs the attention
of men to the fact that there is another kingdom on earth

a city which hath foundations, whose builder and
maker ix Qod. e teaches men to take profounder views
of history, and shows them how from the first the City
of O, or community of God's people, har lived along-
side of the kingdoms of this world and their glory, and
has been silently inereasing. He demonstrates that the
superior morality, the true doctrine, the heavenly origin
of this eily, ensures its success; and over against thia,
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he depicts the silly or contradictory theorizings of the
pagan philosophers, and the unhinged morals of the
people, and puts it to all eandid men to say, whether in
the presence of so manifestly sufficient a cause for Rome’s
downfall, there is room for imputing it to the spread of
Christianity. He traces the antagonism of these two great
communities of rational ereatures baeck to their first
divergence in the fall of the angels, and down to the
summation of all things in the last judgment and eternal
destination of the good and evil.”

And so0, my brothers and sisters in Christ, though we
may help make the community and state better around
us a8 we pass along in life, let us remember that our
greatest obligation is to the City of God, the Kingdom
of Christ, for it ia what will make the world better, and
will finally triumph over all. Christ will reign till he
brings all enemiez under his feet, and then will deliver
up the kingdom to the Father.

Don't you remember that in Revelation chapter 6; 2,
we have thia picture, “And I saw, and behold a white
horse; and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown
was given unto him; and he went forth conguering, and
to conquer.” Notice that there were no arrows for this
bow. ke conquered through truth and not force.

Then we have many happenings through this figura-
tive book, and in the end the man on the white horse
turns up again. Read carefully these consoling words:

“And | saw heaven opened. and behold a white hiorse;
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness doth he judge and make war. His
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew,
but he himaelf, And he was clothed with a vesture dip
in blood; and his nnme 1s called THE WORD OF QOD.
And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And
out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he
should smite the nations; and he shall rule them with
a rod of iron; and he treadeth the wine press of the
flerceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on
his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” (Rev. 19: 11-18.)

“All things work together for good to them who love
the Liord, to them who are the ealled according to his
purpose.” .

“In the days of these kings [the Caesars] shall the God
of heaven ret up a kingdom, which shall never be de-
stroyed . . . It shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” (Danlel
2:42.,) “THE MAN ON THE IHORSE,” Or, Drama of
World Empires, is the titte of the booklet by the editor
ol this paper, price 50 cents, which deals with most of
the prominent prophecies in the Old Testament. The
reader will find it interesting and encouraging this win-
ter, los¥ing up these prophecies and connecting them,
and seeing the great plans and purposes of (ofl through
the ages, and final triamph of Christ.

The kingdoms of earth pass away one by one,
But the kingdom of heaven remains,

It is built on-a Roek and the Lord ia its King,
And forever and ever he reigns.

To Fathers and Mothers—No. 3

One of the chief causes of s0 much sin and wickedness,
and consequent sorrow, suffering and shame in the world
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today, has been the general tendemecy of parents to
gratify the deaires of their children in every possible
way. and a failure to teach them obedience and melf-
denial! Human nature is very similar mow to what it
was three thousand vears ago, and it is still -true that
“the rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child loft to
himself bringeth his mother to shame. . . Correet thy son,
and he shall give thee rest: vea, he shall give delight unto
thy soul.” (Prov. 20: 15, 17.)

“Baby must not have that! No, nol Leave it alone!”
This, spoken gently, but with desision and firmnesa,
causes baby to stop and look up into mother’s face in-
quiringly ; and she shows him what she is talking about,
and repeats gently but with continued firmness, “No,
no! Baby must not touch that!” Then, picking kim up,
she moves him back a little space, giving him something
else with whieh to amuse himself. This may be all that
is needed in this first lesson in obedience and self-denial.
But if he returns to the forbiddem objeet, and again
reaches to grasp it, a gentle slap on the hand is needed
to make him understand that he must leave it alone;
and this must be repeated, without wavering, until he
understands what is expected of him!

This first lesson in the child's training in obedience
and self-denial, begun thus early—perhaps before he can
cither walk or talk—must be persiatently followed up
and supplemented with other like lessons day after day,
and week after week, as oceasion demands. A wide-
awake, healthy child is learning something every day;
and the training the boy and girl receive during the
first few years of their life goes far toward sheping their
character, and often proves an index to what the future
man and woman may be. Therefore it is & serious mistake
to turn a child loose to roam at will and mingle freely
either with other children (whose training has not been
the best} or with grown-ups whose moral characters may
be questionable. The right kind of mother iz the best
companion for her young children, and grave responsi-
bilities are hers! But what an honor it is to be able to
live up to and meet her obligations successfully; direct-
ing the hearta and the hands of the children, their aspira-
tions, their desires!

To the well-direeted and persistent efforts of wise
mothers the world owes much. But many mothers have
seemingly made a sad failure in results obtained, in many
instances due to various causes, which need not here be
mentioned. But in some instances the failure has been
largely due to a lack of wisdom in choosing a standard,
or ideal, to which she seeka to bring her children; in
many othera it is laxity in training the childrenl| In-
stead of beginning in time, and holding a woderately
tight rein (which is necessary to produce the best re-
sults), parentax often reverse the seriptural injunetion
which says, “Children, obey your parents in all
(Bee Col. 3: 20; Eph. 6:1.) Instead of requiring
their children, some parents are yielding, end
though they must obey the young children in all i
and thix ix sure to result disastrously! Wisdom says
“TRAIN up a child in the way he should go” (Prov.
22: 6); and in the 15th verse, “Foolishness Ia bound
in the heart of a child; but the rod of ecorrection
drive it far from him.” This wisdom is too often ignored
by parents who THINK they know a better way. But
the old-fashioned way brought the best resulta; let us
return to it.—(A Bister)
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Here and Hereafter

God's warning voice to young and old, is, “Come unto
me all ye ends of the earth and be ye saved for I am
(God, and beside me there is none else.” lsa. 45: 22

Enoch walked with God, and was translated to heaven.
Flijah obeyed Qod and was caught up to glory in a
chariot of fire. Moses after being dead 1300 years ap-
peared with Christ on the mount of transfiguration.
Jesus the Christ though dead and in the grave for three
days arose and taught and comforted hia disciples for
forty days. Many bodies of the righteous dead arose
from their graves, went into the Holy eity (Jerusalem)
and appeared unto many. Lazarus the man of God was
carried by angels into the haven of rest.

In contrast to the above.

The rich man blessed with plenty of good things of
carth rejected his Qod. Many pleasures. Possibly dane-
ing and reveling. He died was buried. It was nice to
have a good burial. But his sad fate was in Hell. He
lifted up his eyes being in torments. As one man wrote
he walked stark naked over the super heated pavement
of Hell, erying for water to cool his tongue. This man
spent one night too many at the club, the dance hall,
the movies, the card games with many other worldly
pleasures. Tn the height of his fun and worldly glery.
he is suddenly called from time to eternity. Realizing
his awful mistake and doom, suffering the pangs of Hell,
he cries for Mecrey; but his cries are too late, too late,
too late. Fathers where are you going? Mothers where
are you going? Young man, young woman where are you
zoing? Iave you thought where your spirit will be when
vour body is cold in death.

It is appointed unto man once to die, but after this
(death) the judgment.

Where, O where shall my poor soul spend Eternity?
You are cordiaHy invited to attend the services of the
Chureh of Jesuse Christ.—(J. D. Powers.}

Drifting in America
('This is the American part of a long article
by Carl Ketcherside, in his Missouri Mission
Messenger, Nov.,, 1M7.)

Now get ready for a blow! You may not believe it, bat
we in Amerioa have drifted A LONG WAY ALSO. How
esasy it is to ses the mistakes in others. A few days ago n
voung preaching brother became quite agitated in my
presence over conditions in England as respects the
Evangeliatic Committee. e had been reading the Sorip-
ture Standard and was questioning seriously if he could
fellowship the brethren who held to such committees.
Yet, just two nighta before that same young brother aat
in & committee meeting and listened to a discussion of
ways and means of doing work, which finally rnnn_]ved
into a motion, moved and seconded, to let the committee
handle it. Ile fellowshipped all of the men there, and
if he even thought of the inconsistency of opposing in
Great Britain what we sometimes endorse here he did
not even refer to it. Borrowing from Scotland’s national
bard, 1 repeat ’

“0 wad some power the giftie gie us,
To sce ourselves as ithers see us!”

I may become decidedly unpopular in both America
and Great Britain, but I shall not fight a thing on one side
of the Atlantic and keep still about it on the other side!
Truth is not bounded by geographical lines or affected
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by distance. The waves of the sea between us do not give
sufficient excuse for departures from the way of the Lord.

In thiz not too distant state where the committes meet-
ing was held to which | refer above, brethren are anxiows
to plant the Cause of the Lord in mission work. I glory
i their desire to further the gospel and to sound out
the Word. 1 know all of them personally. 1 have beea
in their homes, partaken of their hospitality, shared
their fellowship. 1 do not for my very life believe that
any of them would willfully do a single thing to bring
down the glory of the chureh. Yet, it is possible for us
to innocently be guilly of what can become a tragie
wrong. We in America must start back oa the read to
Jorusalem! We have beem sidetracked loag emeugh! I
still speak in love, deep and abiding—love for my breth-
ren, but most of all for the Cause of the Master!

What is the difference between what our brethren in
Qreat Britain do and what I shall now outline? Churches
were urged to send representatives (a polite word for
delegates) to a central mesting place. The plan of doing
misgion work was outlined. Then a committes was
formed. A PERMANENT chairman was elected. A
MANENT was tad. Even a treasurer was
chosan to receive and disburse funds at the instigatiom of
the “conference” and to make back
ing of what had besn dome. TR

is
i

ones were appointed to investigate
pline of local churches, and it was sven suggusbed, se I
am reliably informed, that thoss pressat take a stand oa
who would be fellowshipped and whe mot!

Will the brethren over here, who read the Seripture
Standard and shudder at the thought of a committee in
England, read this and become angry because I've spoken
the truth about America? Is a thing wrong because others
do it and right when we do it?! Thess are matters of
serious and grave oonosrm, amd in the interest of the
Cause of the Son of God we should pause and ask our-
selves, “Whence camest thou and whither art thou ge-
ing?" Let us be willing to clean our own doorstepa while
we are trying to tell others how to get back to the Bible!
Certainly the outside of the cup and platter should be
elean, but will we forget to cleanse the inside while we
are at it?

The Remsady for America

You may have guessed it! The remedy for Ameriea is
the same as that for our brethren across the ocean. Lat's
go back to Jerusalem—ALL of the way back. We need to
do mission work, we need to establish ehurchea! There
are so few of us and life is =0 short we must work while
it is called the day. The night is fast approaching for
some of us. But kot us no longer do things im
unsoriptural ways. Let's rise above the peity littleness
of the past and lace cach other and the problems of life
like men. If we're wrong, let's get right!

Instead of appointing a state committes, let a church
which has been well established, sound out the Word into
new loealities. Liet the elders of such a congregation com-
vert the membership to the necessity of planting the
Trath, then let all of them be aroused to give of their
time, talent and treasure. Let the elders of that congre-
gation call brethren from their territory to consult with
them about a “lll'llll l"ﬂﬂl'l to Plln‘. Lthe &- h I'-H
“1'1'"'_" p]nrﬂ IlI‘hl"ll Il" 'hl‘l‘l“‘ h"‘.m n M bﬂll d.
arouse their own congregations to the requirements of
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the work. Preachers of the gospel may help stir them up
to give by talks and letters, even as did Paul encourage
the ehurches in Galatia and Corinth. Such a work may
be planned for a year in advance. (1 Corinthians 8: 10).
When the time comes that the money is required let each
congregation send it to the elders of the ehurch respon-
sible for the effort. Then we shall have cooperation with-
out extra organization; we'll have scriptural officers and
net permanemt and other cammit-
tes heokwpa! o

A thing may look innocent today and be grave in its
implications tomotrow. Remember that all of the inno-
vations in the church were introduced by thoss who
thought they were doing God's will. They were men of
piety and unquestioned character. Their very piety made
it easier for them to deceive the unsuspecting and un-
wary. They were sincere but mistaken, eager but wrong,
carnest but misled. Let us not be lifted up in pride and
feel that it cannot happen again, or happen unto us!
Faithfulness in the past is no guarantee of faithfulnees
in the future. Even some of the angels sinned!

A OConfession

I freely admit that in the past, filled with zeal, limited
in knowledge, anxious to see the proaperity of Zion, I
have made mistakes. Perhaps some there are who will
feel that they are no worse in judgment than I. All of
this 1 freely acknowledge! 1 have sought no power, and
seek none now. | have had no pride and want none. Al-
ways and in all things I have desired to see the church
grow and advanee. I've tried to help strengthea the
stakes and lengthen the eords of the tabernacle so that
others might find refuge in the shadow from the heat
and the covert from the storm. Dut, brethren, we must
not deviate from the Lord’s plan. If I have done so, for-
give me. Pray for me az 1 do for you. Let us humbly.
sineerely seek the Truth and having found it, let us be
firm in our contention for it

A Final Plea

® ® * Ty vur brethren whom I love in America, | say:
May (lod grant that we shall not be wise in our own eon-
ceits. Chasfened by the Word, hambled under the mighty
hand of God, lot ws re-sxamine our lives and teashing in
the light of the saered story, and working out our salva-
tion in fear and trembling, let un go forward without
envy and jealousy toward the sunrise which ia just
ahead! Lot wa march forward by marching BAOCKWARD
—bhaok %0 Jermsalem and the P‘G’ll. unsullied church as
given to us by our Lord!—(W, Carl Ketcherside.)

QUESTIONS RY EDITOR OF 8 C.—Does not this
deseription of a Missionary ORGANIZEATION fit exactly
the Indiana set-up, to establish what they call “a IOYAL
church in Indianapolis”t Have not faithfal brethrea im
this religious movement been opposing a Missionary So-
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ciety for 75 years?! I am sure that mo Bible College
church nor anti-college ehureh in Indianapolis would go
so far from the Bible that they wounld form a human
ORGANIZATION of a Missionary Society, as deseribed
above, to do work of the Chureh. If Bro. K. does not re-

‘ter to Indiana, then there must be another such organ-

ization elsewhere. Does he refer to the “joint” sort-of
episcopal set-up in Missouri? How eould Bro. K. go to the
churches in this new Missionary Organization SINCE it
was established, and then announce to the world in his
paper that they are “in excellent condition”? How ecould
“the greatest Bible scholar in the brotherhood” (as his
devotees love to call him), be in the center of this Mis-
sionary Organization and go along with it (or they with
him), and not lift his finger against it so far as we have
learned ? Is this departure the result of the exaltation of
zeal and talent and noise and group work and crowds
ABOVE the devotion and prayer and experience and
individual work and LIFE portrayed so strongly in the
New Testament! Especially when we add to this de-
parture the two new ones: Obey the elders right or
wrong; and, Shut your eyes to the lives of the preachers
or bishops? These three great evils are corner-stones in
the corrupt Roman hierarchy, and yet here they are en-
dorsed and practiced in “THE Church of Christ”!! The
Spiritual Call denounces all three of them, and that is
the camse of the epposition to it. Of one of these evils
Bro. K. himself says, “These arc matters of serious and
grave concern.” May God help you, brethren, to get your
eyes open before it is too late.

Get Onit of a Fundamentally
Uniaithful Church

Churches are like individuals—have their imperfee-
tions. I den’t suppose there is a single church of eonsid-
erable size which does not have something wrong with it.
Christians should work to make the church as nearly per-
fect as they ean. When there are great evils im the
church or the eldership, and one ean do nothing, the
only thing he ecan do is to get out. If there is enough
backing to carry the thing through, he can bring charges
against it or the eldership. But if a majority of the mem-
bers stand with the evils, it only brings disgrace on the
Cause to try to do anything.

Some people today have the mistaken idea that one
can not seripturally leave a church without bringing
charges against the clders. Ploase otie me o the scripture
which tenches that, will you? Sowme persist in saying that
1 taught that but have now changed. Will such pleas
cite the book and page therein where 1 ever taught sach
doctrine? 1 will give them a hundred dollars if he will
do it. I never taught it, for 1 never believed it.

The nearest I can find to it is in “Church of Christ,”
p. 166: “But suppose elders of a church are considered
unfit for the position by MANY in the church, how ix
the case to be handled ! That states just what we have
said 1f “MAXY™ are back of the move to bring charges
against an elder, so that the matter will go through, then
one can do something; but if not, and the majority of
the membership stand with the elders, little or mothing
can be done. | have seen it tried, and with reproachk to
the church.

The Prohibition Law failed because there were mol
enough people who would stamd behind it. The law
against erime in a city or country fails, if there are nol
enough people back of it. Right here in Indianapelis,
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the law against eriminals has failed and there are rapes,
robberies, murders, ete., because the people have not been
sufficiently interested to stand behind the law, And so
in the church, unless there is sufficient membership to
stand behind an effort to purify a charch or the elder-
ship, one can do little or nothing ; and he should get out,
This iz exactly what I taught in the Simplified New Test-
ament, 24 years ago, as vou will see by turning to the
Introeduction to 3 John where we have this: “But whea the
doctrine or morals of a church becomss corrupt, and we
find we can do little or nothing, we must heed Paul's
command, ‘Oome out from among them.” 2 Cor. 6:17.)7

Also the main ones bringing this- clarge of incon-
sisteney, have endorsed and are endorsing NOW, the very
principles 1 have tanght all the while, but now it seems
they ery “CHANGE” becanse they wish to get rid of one
who has been rebuking them for their sins. Many others
persist in making this charge because they are following
wen and do not wish to learn U teath, But some day
they all shall be judged by TRUTIL That ix the sad
part of it all. Then What?

o A Most Important Point
In Law., Fairness and Justice

In ecivilized nationsg, all eivil laws are establislied Tor
the purpose of bringing Fairness and Jdustiee v soeial
relations, to those who appeal to it In order to safle-
guard this Justiee and Farness, it s uedained that
Judges and juries shall be impartial, and means are extab-
lished to protect that, IT the acceused thinks a0 judee s
partial, he ean have a change of Jwdges. Ov il he thinks
the community ix against him, he can have a change of
venue, and move his trial to another commumity His
lnwyer questions every juror ta see that he is not partial
nor prejwdiced, much time being consimed m the work
af selecting the jurors

In the Chureh of Jesos Christe whe s the final il
of all act<, there should he the same carcfalness m Fair
ness and Justice, ln personal mattees, brethren can leave
their difficulty to unprejudiced brethren, amd agree fu
abide their decision or entirely to deap the whole matter
In ehurch wovernmental afMairs the same Farness should
held. God gives ax a guahfication of elders that they be
“Just”, and ir they are nat dust they are ot gualifisd
for the office.

In my book. “The Churel of Chrst™ po 169, 1 make
this statement: “As in the govermmenls o men, every
accused man is allowed an impartial jury, « in the wov.
eenment of the chureh His aceused chier wonbid <
there s some doubt abont the impartinhty of any one
it THAT [lseal] ehureh, and so with goad reason wonkl
sy that he would not he trisd by any one of them ™
Rewd that whole conneetion of several pages, amd yon
will see that | was fghting for an INPARTIAL trianl of
an elder. showing that if he were teied by other ehilers
in that same congregation. they might be partial or
svimpathetic to him; or tried by oany other members of
that local eongregation. he might they wonhl he
partinl ;. and 1 that the logical
thing to do is 1o g onlside that loeal chareh and
muitually bring e men from other churches o pd that
sinee evangelists appointed them i the first place, with
the choiee of the member< the evangehists wonkl be
naturnl ones 1o eall 1o hear charges agains! ehilers, that
there might be o “Fair” and “Just” trial.

Now this Pairsess, Justaesa, is NOT for elders only,

=)

W~ PPelsoniny h""""

Page Five

bt alse for wembers under them. If a foancial dif-
“t‘ll‘l.\' shoukl arise between an elder aml one of the
members, should the member submit 1o that elder’s
deeision in the matter! Or other such |H'I’uillﬁl difficul-
ties between elders aml mewbers ! No, there is evidenee
they woubl be partial, and henee disgqualified. Bo, if
eldera have proven themsslves UNFAIR, UNJUST, in
Matters of church government, they are disqualified for
any matter of church discipline. I'sul gives as a gualifi-
cation of chlers that they be “Just™; and if they are not
Just, they are not gualiticd for that office: and there is
ne law human or divine which compels one o submit
1o such men.

Let us gwive an cxumplh Wriles  some-
thing impersonal ngainst the 'reacher K's
teachime awl practice, Preacher K aveepts ot apparently
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All the elders and preachers who forged the first weak
link of straw in their chain of Unfairness, broke all the
links that depended on it; they built a big, pretentious
house upon the sand, and their professed pious and pro-
fessed seriptural procedure came tumbling down.

A witness on & witness stand who is caught in a lie,
is discredited in all he says. Why ! “Falsus in uno, falsus
in omnibus”—false in one, false in all. S0, when 18
elders and are d.(uhrul mAI:d.ud U’IL
JUBT in ONE particular, (as our three indepeaden
voluntary “judges” decided), does it not follow that
those preschers and elders would probably be Unjust
in ALL partioulars, in moral decisions—so far as the
unprejudiced hearer is concerned! 7

And does mot that put in the same boat all those who
have followed them in their UNFAIRNESS AND UN.
JUSTNESS,

These are serious matters which some would better
fix up NOW, and not wait till they are about dead, for
souner than you think you may appear before the Just
Judge who knows all aets and all hearts. You will not
be judged then by erowds nor zeal nor personality. but
by truth and righteousness; and the all-seeing Judge
will not only say, “lHe that is righteous let him be righte-
ons still.” but he will al=o sadly say, “He that iz UN-
JUST, let him be UNJUST STILL.”

Brethren, read this essay again with care, and show
to those who ahonld know it truths. Yours for truth and
righteousness alone,

Are We Following Men or God?

Trouble started in the universe when Satan tried to
gain power over other angels. Trouble continued in the
world when men and nations tried to gain authority
onver other men and nationg. Most of the trouble in the
Chureh  through 2000 vears, has arisen beeause men
tried to gain power over their brethren. Qod knew this
weakness of angel and man, andd in this world, gave as
little power to man as possible in his Church. The high-
est poxition ane can now occupy in the Chureh of our
Liord ig that of an elder, along with other elders, over
she congregntion. The wditor of this journal has fought
for 35 or 40 years, for this New Testament ehurch gov-
ernment, and agninst the eneronchments of a one-man
“paxtor” to assame the work and government of elders,

But now some have gone to the other extreme, and
teach and practice the doetrine, Obey the elders right
or wrong. In the second file of the N. C, elders, is a
long speech hy one of their elders to that end, with
thiz doetrine in their own words, “Opposition to the au-
thority of the elders. is opposition to the Lord.” Now
if he had said, Opposition to SCRIPTURAL elders, is
opposition ta the Lord” we would have said, Amen.
But he did not say that, but meant just what he said.

In all matters which are not specifie, they teach, the
elders are to devcide, and all members are to obey. And
that includes practically all commands and teaching
regarding  church  government, and private life, for
nearly all the teaching and commands in the New Testa-
ment are general. They sald that if the elders are wrong
THEY are the ones who will have to answer, not the
member<. That is exactly the dootrine of the Uhwrch of
Rome, upon which they have built their great
ton. Turn everything over to the prieats, the elders.
hishops,

, It in true that all rulers will have to answer for lead-
ing others astray, but it does uot teach that the “led”
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are saved. Jesus says that “If the blind lead the blind
BOTH shall fall into the diteh”, not simply the priest,
the elder. the bishop. All through the Old Testament,
the people who followed the false prophets were con-
demned and suffered just the same as the leaders. Under
both ecovenants God has warned again and again against
following false teachers, and the “led” are responsible
though possibly not as much as the leaders.

When these elders say, “Opposition to the authority
of the elders, is opposition to the Lord,” they put it all
mmonu.andmhmmmdy&
&n?l in the offies. I repeat, This is exactly the teaching
of the Church of Rome.

The Pope says, “We [bishops, popes] hold upon thix .
carth the place of God Almighty.”

What is the difference in the two doetrines! No one
has shown me yet though I have been calling for it for
months, Thisx new doetrine, Obey the elders right or
wrong, is simply a midget Roman hierarchy; and 1 say
what I have said before, BDrethren would better open
their eyes before they are bound hand and foot. The
ambitious leaders are reaching out more and more
under the plea of pood works just as all false leaders
have done, teying to bring others under their ambitious
sway.

“We ought to obey God rather than men.”

“The Signs of the Times"
On the Second Coming of Christ
Concerning the destruetion of Jerusalem in
70 A. D, Christ said: “And they shall fall by
the edge of the sword, and shall be led away
captive into all nations; and Jerusalem shall be
trodden down of the Gentiles, UNTIL the times

of the Gantiles be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24.)

On Saturday, Nov. 20, 1947, oceurred one of the
moxt important events in the history of the world, it
scems. For more than 2000 vears the Jews have been
undder the heel of other nations, and for nearly that
length of time they have been separated from Palestine,
the land God gave their fathers. When Titus, the Roman
Emperor, destroyed Jerusalem in the year 70, he killed
about 1000000 Jews, and sold 97,000 into slavery, and
other Jews fled into nations of the world. They have
been a hiss and a by-word through all these eenturies.
and in most nations have bheen persecuted. But now, it
seems, the United Nations bave divided Palestine, and
given part of it to the Jews; and if this turns out per-
n}mwml_\', it will be a fulfillment of Christ’s prophecy
ahove,

There are many theories about the millennium and
wmuch talk of pre-millennium and post-millennium. Some
tuke references in the Old Testament, which refer to
the return fom Babylonian eaptivity, and apply them
to the return of Jews from among the nations in the
latter times. But the seripture above can not be misunder-
stood. Read it again,

Recanse of disobedience, God rejected the Jewish na-
tion, and graffed the Gentiles into the root of the olive
tree. But the Gentiles have about run their course, it
seems, “weighed in the balance and found wanting.”
Protestantism is rapidly falling into decay. The leaders
have become infidels, rejecting the atonement of Jesux
Christ, and looking upon the Rible merely as Jewish his-
tory without the finger of God back of it. The result i

the greatest stagmation among professed Christians, it
scems, in two thousand years. Gold, glory and a good
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time—are the watehwords of professed Christians today.
There is considerable outward form of religion Sunday
morning, but there is little of it the rest of the day or
the rest of the week. Even the denominations, with all
their elap-trap arrangements can do little toward con-
verting people, The churches are filled with backsliders
who do not realize it. Outsiders see the bad lives of
professed Christians and say, Why should I become a
chureh member?! Jesus himself asked, “When the Son
of man cometh, will he find faith on the carth1” Well, it
is evident that there is not muel of it.

The “times of the Gentiles” are about fulfilled it seems.

Jesus said Jerusalem would be trodden down of the
(lentilea UNTIL: the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled,
Which means that when Jerusalem is NO LONGER trod-
den down of the Gentiles, and they have a country of
their own, “the times of the Gentiles” is fulfilled. There
is every evidence, that if that division of Palestine be.
comes permanent, our Savior's prophecy has been ful-
filled right ander our ¢

that the end of time for our age is almost here.

What lies beyond that 1 do not know. That is God's
business not ours. But the time of (‘hrist’s Second Coming
may be near at hand. “Comfart one another with these
words.” Maybe some of us now living will witneas the
second coming of the Lord. Maybe not. Yet it haa seemed
to me for years that we are coming near the end. Peter
thought 80 even in hix day—"The end of all things is
at hand.” Maybe he thenght, ax <o many did then, that
the destruction of Jerusalem wonkl soon be followed
with the coming of Clirist; the Romanx may have been
gathering their armies in Judea at that time. It will be
a glorious time when we s<hall be forever free from dis-
honesty, pride, deception, lving. greed.  selfishness,
licentiousness, hate, and all the misery they bring. Will
our lamps have oil then, or he empty? 1f we are living
we shall be eaunght up -if dewd, we shall be raised. But
—are we ready!?

Never go any place, yon wonld not like to be found

When Jesus comes,

Never do anything you woull not like to be doing

When Jesus comes,

Never say anything you would not like to be saying

When Jesus comes.

Some of Rome’s Blasphemy

The Roman Catholie layman is taught to look upon
the priest as upon God himself. lle stands in awe and
reverence before him, and is ready to do whatever pen-
anee may be demanded—often paying through the nose
for his so-called representation of God, If one thinks that
the above quote from Ligouri is obsolete in the Catholio
ritual and code, then let me call attention to the current
ixsne of Qur Stinday Visitor, leading Cathelie periodieal.
issue of July 27, front page: “The laity have reversnoce
for their priests; . . . the uthdrflthlr:hohi:i:.ud
of ¢ amily; the o bring him their most te
cti.ﬂ::.lryﬁnwiththofu that if there is a solution,
father will find it. They w that father has powser
over God's body. At his word, God comes dowm from
heaven and becomes vizible befors their eyes. He alone
may touch God with his fingers. The laity camnot” * ¢ ¢

But here let me continue the quotation from Our Run-
day Visitor: “Father has powsr, 100, over their sins. It
~ in his %o give or to withhold forgiveness. He anoint the
‘ 31" with him the indulgence graat-

by the Holy Ses at the hour of death.”
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This makes the forgiveness of sins dependent on the
whim of a priesteraft, many of whom are as eorrupt in
moral degradation as a human being can ever be.

The doetrine continues in the afore-mentioned paper:
“On that account the people stand in awe of him, His
person is sacred. But of course father is human. The
priest ix by ordination a man with the powers of Christ,
and he is by original sin a man with the weaknesses and
temptations of other men.”

Here you have it elaimed in black and white that
Christ has no more power than does a Catholic priest
Take note of this blasphemy. Then note the apology
made For them in theiv multiform sins, debaucheries, and
crimes for which they are noted.

Then comes the demand to the Catholie laity: “Theee
considerutions lead Oatholics to be reticent about the
shortoomings of their priests. They may know them
well [know of their sins, ot al. W. W._ L], but they
don't discuss them. The priest is sacred, so that unchar.
luhhuu"or detraction aimed at him bears the taint of

Here, then, you have Rome's dogma of the infallibility
of the priesthoad, woven inte an apology for their cor-
ruptions, aml demanding the Catholie laity to ignore
their ~sins and  admonitions,  The Catholie layman is
foreed to put up with an admitted weak human being,
no hetter than himself; to see, bat ignore, his sins: to
pay his demands for penanee; to stand in awe of him as
of God Xmighty : and to ever look to him and lean upon
him for the forgiveness of his sing, and pay him to re.
lease his soul from purgatory, the vestibule of hell, when
he dies.

Thix is a sample of the doctrines of Roman Catholicism.
This was the doctrine that was foreed upon the world in
the Dark Ages, with the rack and the flame ready for use
upon those who pefused to bow., And this, too, is the
doetrine of the hour that Rome will again foree upon
this country and the world should it gain its lost tem-
poral power.

There will be more to follow along this line, but let me
again summon Chureh of Christ preachers everywhere
to ery out against the encroachments of Romanism that
is growing hike a mushroom in the darkened eellars of
American ignorance,

—(W. Wallace Layton in Gospel Advoeate.)

NOTEB AND COMMENTS

WHAT WOULD HE RAY?

If He should come to-day

And find my hands so full

OF future plans, however fair

In which my Savior has ne share,
What would he say ?

If He should come to-da

And find my love so eold,

My faith so very weak and dim

I hnd not even looked for Him
What would he say?

If He should come to-dmy

And find 1 haid not told

One soul shout my Heavenly Friemd

Whase bleseings all my way attend,
What would he say ?

1If He should rome to-da

Wauld 1 be glad—quite glad?
Remembering He had died fer all

And none, through me, had heard His call,

What would he sy ?
—GRACK E. TROY.
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JOHN in 3 Juohn 4 said: ‘1 have no greater joy than to hear
that my children (converts) walk in truth.” How many bap-
tize, then go away, never to return to instruct the converts; not
come near encugh to even hear from those converts. Was mot
=0 with John and the ones he converted. How can they so
soon forget their first works ?—L. L. D.

SECRET MEETINGS —Christ intended for hiz people and
Hi= Church to he open and above hoard. He himself sald, “I
have done nothing in secret.” HBut the planning and plotting
against Him was done in secret by the “elders” of these days,
and other religious leaders. “The chief priests and seribes
sought how they might take him by craft (cunning), and put
him to death. Ll they said, Not on the feast day, lest there
be an uproar of the people.” (Mark 14:1.) So has it been
through all uges of the Church, Leuders who are in entrenched
authority, and some who are not, by secret plans and schemes
und plots and seeret meelings, carry on their nefarious work
aguinst truth, to destroy those who would rebuke them for
their sins. But let us all remember that “The things which are
done in ¢ecret here, shall be proclaimed upon the house-tops”
over there  “All things ure naked und open unto the eyes of
him with whom we have to do.”

“IF THE MEMBERS OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST had all
acted upon that principle—that is. we will believe ne man but
will always go to the Word of the Lord for our instruction—
we would not now have so many who think there is nnli one
man in the hrotherhood that is capable of setting forth the
teachings of Christ. The trouble is the faith of so many so-called
Christians s in a man snd not in God, 1 cannot understand
the atlitude that so many take that it ix npol possible for loeal
leaders to point to the Ward of God Just as well as some man
who has exulted him=clf ahove the elders in the local churches
«nd seized the helm of the Ship of Zion which carries us through
thiz life of sorrow to the haven of rest.™ —(Local Teacher.)

MISCELLANFEOUS  Ever try vewlding the hymn book ? Well,
the best religious poetry in ine Christign world is found in a
good song book, Or, better «till, sing the hymns quietly to
vourself in the twilight, wil put your heart into them. You
will be lifted up. The book, Gieat Songs of the Chureh, is the
hest book 1 have ever seen both in matler and mechanizm.
Price, $1.00. Swate whether round or shape notes. Order from
this office. . . We write on your paper the name of the
month your paper expires the month before it does, the month
it deex expire amd the one after it expires. Please renew soon;
and if possible, send a list of names with vours. Through the
winter we will xend 20 names for 810, HERE is your chance
to get MUCH truth hefore your friends, If vou are a
subscriber and a month has passed and vou have nat received
the paper for that moenth, let us know and we will duplicate
veur order. And when you have your address changed BE
SURE to pive the plare FROM WHICH and the place TO
WHICH you wish it wert, Thanks. Send for samples to
hend out. They are free to you.

FALSE REASONING IN THE “CHURCH OF CHRIST"—
We are prone 1o condemn our religious neighbors because they
engage in false ressoning on their religion. We condemn them
for going back to the Jewish lnw and hringing over the tithing
system there, but these people do it because though it i= not
the apostolic system, they can getl much money that way. Hut
muny younger preachers are now doing the same thing to get
better attewlance »t the Sunday night and midweek meetings,
The plea is being made almost everywhere, that “Attendance
at the Sundny night meeting nmd midwerk meeting s just ax
much commandied a< at the Sunday morning meeting.” Now
brethren, thiz i ngt true at all. even though it may hring more
prople out at these two night meeting=. The meeting with
the Lanl's Supper uxl giving, cte., is ordained of God, but the
ather meeting<. ALL other meetings, nrv ordained of man for
the purpose, we think, of enrrying oot the commands of God.
I insist that brethren attend the night meetings, it indeed they
ure interested in earrying out the commands of God to preac
the gospel and to come avl reason together on the Seriplures.
But to «ay thal all these mectings are on a par with the meeting
when we have the Lord's Supper, ete., i= putting zeal above
knowledge.  Panl condemns the fnlee principle, Let us do evil
that good may come. The damnable doctrine, The end in view
Justifies the means, hasz been the central doctrine of the Jesuit
Society which hns <tood behind the Inquisition of the Roman
heirarchy, and buried thousamds of Protestanls at the stake.
“Ye shall know the TRUTH. and the truth shall make you free.”

“For neither man nor angel can discern HYPOCRISY, the

SPIRITUAL CALL

only evil that walks Invisible, except to God alone.—Milton:
Puradise Lost.

ANOTHER “LOVE” LETTER FROM OUR PRINTER—“D.
A. Sommer, Dear Bir: Increases in and paj costs mvake
it necessary for ux to increase our price to yup%m"cd&
youl Junuary issus your charge for the SPIRITUAL CALL
will ba increased 10':. This price is subject to change as
necessitated by conditions beyond our contrel. Very truly
yours." Our readers know that probably ull religious pm:
excepl those taking advertisements, do NOT pay for -
selves, but depend on the donations of these in sympathy with
the teaching in them. Though prices have besn raised several
times since we raised the price of the paper, we are now in a
quandary. To try to hold down the price I shall try out some-
thing to see how much spirit you have to send the gospel out
to others. Through the winter, | um offe this: Send tem
dollars and we will send the Spiritual Call for & year teo’
TWENXTY new namesx you semd. That makes only fifty cents
& year. Are there not even that many in the church who do
not take the paper, who you think will be benefited by it?
Take your pencil und write down their names and addreases.
Also, think of your neighbors and even friends at a distance,
who are non-membera of the Church who might appreciate the
uplift we are trying to give the readers, I can't gather
20 names, we will supply them. Maybe in this way we can
help you de much mrrur the Lord, and you may help us con-
tinwe to help the brethren without being compelled to raise
our prices.

WHAT SOME THINK-—Be sure and send the October issue
which has o many good lessons. 1 like the 40 Reasons Why
Chriatians  Should Not Dance.—~Kans. (She sends several
names.) . . . Plenze find money order for subscription to the
Spiritual Call. Don't want to miss a y. Am sending $5.
Keep the rest.—Kansas, . . . | think the mﬂtlﬂl Call thln&]l\l
neededd more now. [ hand mine to another.—Colorade. . . .
September and October issues mre very good. Be sure to send
:!.cm to t:o l‘nlinwlinﬁl. mmn.":"i’nvgdﬂ for gl“ good o!tz
‘nuse,—Ohio. . |, ¥e junt a your Spiri
Call, and think it Hne. The]plm Only Hnﬂrg,pﬂlﬂl is just what
I have been ascking our preacherzs about here, but it seems
they will not tell the people to live a Christian life.—Mississippi.
. .+ Received the Spiritual Cull, and there is so much to
strengthen one in it.—Mo. . . . Received the October Spiritual
Caull, and we enjoyed it very much. Enclosed find a check for
820,25, A contribution of $25 for your work, and the rest for
my subscrintion. Please send me a list of those who need to
renew.— Missouri. . . . We sure do enjoy the Spiritual Call;
and in spite of the political boycott [ believe you have friends
that will stand by the truth you present, and help finance. the
paper. May God bless vou is my prayer.—California. . . . I
surv have enjoyed September issue of Spiritual Call.—Missouri.
.« . Enclosed find 81.28, for my subseription, and $2 as fellow-
ship in same. | have read “ROCKS which Will Wreck the
Ship of Zion.” That was a wonderful paper and | am sure will
do much pood. 1 have just finished reading the
of Spiritual Call and it is wonderful. Keep it up,” ete.—Illinols.
... I know that you have suffered much the past few maonthe
because of your firm stand for right and righteousness in the
brotherhood. We thank God for your keen foresight and your
cournge to expose evil practices, and for your fearless example
in belief that “we ought to obey God rather than men.” That
yvou will retain o clear mind for many more years of active
setviee to the Church; and that we who are spirit \
will arouse ourselves to our ACTIVE duties and
to keep the Chureh pure—is our prayer. Missourt {Ten sub-
scriptions enclosed.) . . . Continue to hew to the line, and never
miwal about the chips. The truth will cut its way. May we
remain humble, honest and sincere.—Preacher. . . . Our
are with you often and our sympathy is for you and
Sommer. . . . God who notea the sparrow’s fall is not
of what i= going on. . . . We believe that you seek
advancement of the cause of Christ and not your own
gain (ur prayer ia that you continue steadfast in the
ax in the past. Your brother and sister in Christ. . . .
vou ealled in queation the ndvertizing of a ball game
morning worzhip, you laid the fence down; and they ha
after you ever since. And when you wrote the SUPPOSE
that was too much for all that wish to exalt themsslvea. . . .
God bless us in the right.—{An elder.)
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