“Come Over into Macedonia and Help Us.”"—(Acts 16:9.)
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“How To Stand”

The following article was written and used in
an oratorical-contest by Bro. Ellis Crum, Jr., at
Indiana University, April 6, 1946.—Editor.

There are only two ways to stand, the right way or
the wrong way. This is true with principles as well as
from s physical standpoint. Uunless a person stands cor-
rectly his bones grow crooked and his body becomes bent:
and unless one stands right, his character becomes bent
also.

There are various ways a speaker can stand. but only
one that is effective, that is the right way. In speech
class I've seen students stand in every concvivable man-
ner: from a stiff upright position, to leaning on a desk or
chair. However, it i not my purpose in this topic to
consider “standing” from a hygienie viewpoint. 1 wish
to discuss principles for which every good citizen should
stand.

Above all “stand” for the right! A few yoears apo it
was my privilege to visit the humble birthpluce of the
Civil War president. There inseribed upon the wall of
the great shrine that housed the little cabin were these
words by Lincoln: “Stand with any man that stands
right, stand with him as long ax he is rvight. and part
from him when he goes wrong.” IF one “stands™ for the
right he can't go wrong,

Another way to “stand” and still “stand™ right is to
“ytand up.” Many people are afraid to “stand up” for
what they know is right. Some do not “stand up™ be-
caune of the fear of making encmies, others because of
the fear of losing votes. It is my flrm convietion that a
person should “stand up” for the things that are right
regardless of the consequences! The carly Christians
were willing to “stand up” for what they believed and
knew to be right. They even gave their lives for the
Master. Yet today. nearly all preachers (some in the
Church of Christ)-are afraid-te “stand up” and declare
the whole counsel of God. How badly they need the
“faith of their fathers.” -

After one makes up his mind to “stand™ for the right,
and is willing to “stand up” for it, it ix necessary to
have the courageto “stand fast.” Many people are will-
ing to take a “stand,” but when it comes to “standing
fast” they fail.

When troubles, trinls, and adversities present them-
selves they lack courage.  It's quite easy to “stand fast”
when there is no opposition, but it takes thv*\-numgu of
Daniel and that of a brave soldier to “stand ‘up” under
the fire of criticism. “Watch ye, stancl fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong. " (I Cor. 16:13.)

" Those-who have stood the test so far should “stand to-
gether.” In church affairs one should ally himself with
those who are on the right side, forget petty differences,
and “stand firmly.” The forefathers of this great mation -
realized the wisdom of the inspired word which reads,

“A house divided against itself shall not stand,” thus they
adopted the slogan “United we stand. divided we fall!”

Now if one’s spiritual posture has been good thus far’
he will “stand out.” He will be an asset to his brethren.
tle may not achieve great fame or vast wealth, but he
will be an “outstanding” character, In the book of Pro-
verbs 22:29 one van reid, “Seest thou a man diligent in
his business? he shall stand before Rings; he shall not
stand before mean men.” :

Many people, however, are-not willing to “stand” in
these recommended positions,  No many are willing to
“stand back” rather than “stand up.” Often they “stand
back™ with their urnm;fohlt-d and lot the Cause suffer,
pretending to be lovefs of pence. Don't “stand back,”
but “stand up!’ T -

Another class ix composed of those who “gtarid still.”
They never make any progress and it doesn’t geem to
worky thewm it things are at a “stand still.” Too many
people are at a “stand still,”" and not enough are “still
standing!”  These same people are willing to “stand by"
Just as the Levite awd Priest who passed by the poor
dying teaveler on the Jericho Road. Now if anyone was
expeeted to do good, it would have been cither the Levite,
or the Priest, both of whom were supposed to be devout
prople: but they passedithe opportunity by. They left
the good deed for the Samaritan to do. The same is true
today with many lenders and people who are in a position
to necomplish much good.  Yet, they “stand by” and leave
numerous uets of kindness undone.  We need more min-
isters who are willing to expound all the teaching found
in Qod’s Word! We need more statesmen who are bold
enongh to “stand up” and denounce wrong! The world

“and the Church have too many “by-standers” and people

“standing still” to make much advancement for the cause
of right! Pt b

There is & vertain class of people who refuse to “stand
up” for anything, but who are continuously “gtanding in
the way” of progress. -This type of people can hinder
the Cause of Christ uot only by their actions, but by their
indifferency A procrastination.  Some ¢clog the very
rond to siceess by being too weak-kneed to “stand up”
and speak the truth, They will advocate and demand the
freedom of speech, but when given an gpportunity to
testify for right and justice they neglect thg\r duty. ’i‘lﬂy
are cowards when it comes to the test; they haven't the
back bone to “stand!” '

You have read, undér the two classifications of right
and wrong, the various ways you may “stand.” There-
fore, “choose ye this day-—" which way you will stand. 1
admire anyone who takes a “stand,” be it right or wmp&
but | detest those compromisers who sacrifice the tru
to keep peace. They often try to take a “neutral posi-
tion" to keep from offending anyone, Now who ever
heard of a “uneutral standing position™? It's foolish, im-
possible, and idiotie! These same compromisers are
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afraid to take a “stand” lest they be proved wrong. It is
foolish to take a ‘“stand” without first a careful and
thorough investigation of the subject, and if you will do
this your “standing position” will seldom have to be
changed. But, what if you do make a mistake now and
then? We all do! Besides, it is a sign of greatness to
change over to the right when proved wrong! \Wise men
change their minds, but fools do not!

I presume that all of you are going to take a “stand”
of some kind, therefore, let us think about the things
we should “stand for.” We all want to “stand” for the
right! Most people do “stand right,” that is, right in
their own eyes. ‘“There is a way which seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”
(Proverbs 14:12,) So-we see that everybody who claims
to be standing right e¢an not be. Some people do not
know what they should “stand for.” Many things aren’t
worth “standing for!” We should “stand for”: “Whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, what-
soever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report . . .” (Philippians 4:8) Stand for these things.
They're worth while!

Don’t be afraid to “stand” because.you think you’ll be
alone. There was Elijah, the prophet of God, who stood
all alone on Mt. Carmel, against four hundred prophets of
the grove, four hundred fifty prophets of Baal, and all
Israel, and denounced their heathen god. Ile was able.
The apostie I’aul was able, and 80 were many others able
to “stand.”

[ urge you to take a “stand.” “Stand” for the right,
“stand up,” and “stand fast.” Take a “stand” against
wrong. Don't become over confident in your “standing”
—~“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall.” (1 Cor. 10:12.) A few little annoying falls
won't hurt yoeu. They will only be an incentive to help
you “stand fast.” “Stand therefore, having your loins
girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteonsness; and your feet shod with the preparation of
the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the flery darts of
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,” for with
thds armor on, you will “be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil.” (Ephesians 6.) This ix the way to “stand” |

Once a judge asked a great question: “What shall 1
do tm.lesus which is called Christ?” This i3 an
important qu(‘s\tku‘l, one that must be answered by every-
one either in this life, or the world to come, Dilate washed
his hauds, he failed to take a “stand.” Will you! Some
day you are going to stand before a far greater judge
than Pilate. llow will you “stand”¥ You must “stand”
cither for the Master or against him. “Ye cannot serve
God ad mammon.”  “Stand in the ways, but ask ye
for the old paths, whertin is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” (Jere-
miah §:16)

Don’t worry about what people think, if it's right,
“stand for it.” It ix far better to have fltat feet from
“standing for the right,” than ta be bow-legged from
straddling the compromiser’s fence! So, “stand for some-
thing or you'll fall for anything!”

Wives And Husbands

“1 just love to be around Grandma and Grandpa ‘B’!”
('That was “R” talking to me the other day.) They are
a lovely old couple, from her description, who, after hav-
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ing shared many years and trials of life together have
still a tender regard for each other with a love as warm
and pleasant as the very sunshine of ideal spring weather.
But why must we find such examples as these only here
and there and far between!?

“R” and 1 became thoughtful upon this subject. We
agreed that often it is a long addition problem of little
things which finally results in a condition which leaves
husbands and wives wondering how they got so far apart
in feeling for each other. 1 remembered a poem 1 had
put in my scrapbook long before, and I was pleased -to
hunt it up to read again and to share with her. There
was R little story, too, which had a part in our conversa.
tion as a contribution on her part, and | think it worth-
while for passing on to you.

It was a case of a Mother and Daddy who had become
enveloped in a quarrel and neither could seem to find
the way out, so they turned to their young daughter at
the first opportunity in private. The father asked with
puzzled brows: “What’s wrong with your mother?!”
To this the daughter replied, “Daddy, you never say
you're sorry!” Next, when she feund herself alone with
her mother she was asked a similar question: ‘*“What’s
wrong with your father?!” .ler answer wax the same:
“YOU NEVER SAY YOU)fE SORRY!" Her solution
was heeded by both parents and it worked!

When we are truly distressed over such situations it
shouldn’t be hard for us to feel humble enough to say
“I'm sorry” (by actions if not by words) and to be the
first to say it and as soon as possible, We may not think
we are the one who is to blame; usually each thinks the
other is, but if one of us. is humble enough to- admit the
fault might be ours I think the other might be induced
to examine himself likewise, We think this would help
to make many homes happier and to really save some
marriages from disaster. We are going to give you the
poem, too, and we hope you'll add it to a collection of
Tthings good to think upon which we hope you have
ulready started.

Precaution

They say a wife and husband, bit by bit,

Can rear between their lives a mighty wall,..

So thick they can not talk with ease through it,
. Nor can they see across, it stands so tall!

Its nearness frightens them, but each alone -

{s powaerless to tear its bulk away,

And each, dejected, wishes he had known

For such a wall, some magic thing to say.

}

So let us build with master art, my dear,

A bridge of {aith bétween your life and mine,

A bridire of tenderness, and very near

A bridge of understanding, strong and fine—

- Till we have formad 8o many lovely ties

There never will be room for walla to riséy

By Elaine V. Emans.
—J. Doe.

Sees Hirohito as a Christian

Emperor Hirohito is studying Christian doctrines and
will embrace Christinnity in the near future, & Christian
minister from Oxaka, Japan, declared here Sunday. The
Rev. Bokko Tsuchiyama told a youth rally at First Free
Methodist church the Japanese people also are looking -
for a new religion. “They feel S8hinto and Buddhism have
failed, and are turning toward Christianity,” said the
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Hev. Mr. Tsuchiyama, Christian leader and educator in
Jupan. “Thousands are going to follow the emperor’s
iead, and when the Gospel is bombed on her people and
the fire of the Holy Spirit spreads, another VJ.day will
be won.”

Only one per cent of Japan’s population now has ac-
cepted Christianity, the Rev. Mr. Tsuchiyama said, urg-
ing that Americans help in the “mighty job of conversion
which must be done.” Christians of Japan are asking
for Bibles and missionaries, he said. lundreds of thous-
unds of Bibles have already been sent by the American
Bible Society, he declared. “Many Japanese youths first
attended American missionary schools merely to better
their knowledge of English,” the pastor said. “After a
while, the greatness of the word of God dawned on them,
and they attended the Bible classes to learn more of Him.
“The word of God is precious to young Japanese Christ-
ians, Many would gladly sit up all night reading an
English Bible—if they had one—lovking up difficult
words in their English-Japanese dictionaries. Before the
war a second-hand English Bible could be bought for
five cents. Now the same book costs $30.50.”

The Rev. Mr. Tsuchiyama said Shinto priests are going
1o extremes to maintain their hold on the people. “There
ix n merry-go-round at the large Shinto temple in Tokyo
where thousands used to worship datly,” he said. “Even
so, its priests are having a hard time attracting followers,”

The Jupanese minister sang hymns in his native tongue
- -lively, spirited songs to which his people mareh. “Re-
fore a Christian service in Japan,” he said, “50 or 60
voung people marceh through the streets, holding lanterns
high ax they sing, and invite others to follow them to the
church,  'T'he service itselt opeus with testimonials, some
of them from elderly persons who lost everything in war
and now feel they have a new lease on life through
Christianity.”

The Rev. Mr. Tsuchiyama sees these individual convey-
sions to  Christianity as the preseription for Jupan's

recovery. “These will lead to national regeneration.” he
declared.  “Without them, Japan's road to democracy is
bloeked.”

—Dex Moines Register

Letters to Young Preachers, Bishops
and Others

Watch—Watoh—Watoh— Watch—Watch—Watoh, Ete.

Muybe the reader thinks that’s a funny lonking sub-
liead, but 1 wish to impress the idea that we shoulid KEEP
AT IT. 1 would have put each word in gquotation marks,
but feared the linotype machine might run out of them;
For | mean to be quoting from the warnings of different
inspired men. 1t ix beeause Christians have not been
tlert that many of them have lost their sxouls.

In temporal governments the same watching ix neces-
sary, At Pearl Harbor the American navy sullered the
most disastrous defeat in its history of 130 years, heennse
the president, General Marshall and all down the line
were not alert.  One poor little corporal (or twhatever
he wax), stood at the radar machine angd warned, and
was ridiculed.

Sometimes in the Chureh, preachers, bishops, nud many
leaders do not see what is coming, but maybe some plain,
common (Christian does. The true Church of Christ now
thinks that we are well on our way to accomplish big
things for God, and interest is being aroused, and at the
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same time we are entering the most dangerous period in
18 years—a time when we will relax in watching.

The Scriptures are full of warnings against false teach-
ers. John says that many false prophets are gone out
into, the world. Jude exhorts us to contend earnestly
for the faith once for all delivered unto the saints, inas-
much as false teachers have crept in unawares. Peter
wrote his second epistle to warn against scoffors who
would arise, walking after their own lusts.

And Paul speaks in almost every letter against the
designing men who would arise.  “Evil men and seducers
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deveived.”
To the Ephesian Elders he said, “After my departure
grievous wolves shall enter among you, not sparing the
flock; also of your ownselves shall men arise speaking
perverse things, to deaw away disciples after them. But
WATCH, and vemember that by the space of three years,
I ceased not to warn EVERYONE night and day with
tears.” If the inspired Paul with all his inspiration could
not keep brethren in line with the truth longer than in
his presence, what can be expected from us imperfeet,
uninspired ereatures? -

God gave the. Bishops to “oversee™ the flock, and keep
out wolves,  We should sl put forth efforts to develop
cupuble men to do that $ork of God, But even at their
best, they arve like preachers and others—they ,may be
able to teach, yet not have any great foresight and ability-
to see '\\'Imt is coming amd to forestall the evil, l‘l:'c-m'h-
ers may he brillinnt, and know, and yet adopt practices
which will suon lead brethren off.  Whenever the Church
magnifies oratory above character and sound common
sense, it is deomed. . Bishops, you can not turn your
watching over to preachers or any one else. Often preach-
ers need to be wutehed., Never become followers of any
man, but only of the Word of God., Many brilliant and
apparently sound young men sre arising, . We rejoice
at it. | look back vver my fifty years of preaching, and
grow weary ol counting the brilliant, apparently sound
preavhers who have made shipwreek of the faith, - No
one knows how long he will remain faithful. That is
Mhe reason we all need to wateh ourselves first, and then
others. g

Don’t think there could “be no departure among us.”
If such is not true, we ave different from all the groups
who have lived before ns. “Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall.”  Practically all depart-
ures gain headway under the camoutlage of “lLook at the
good we are doing.”  The ery for instrumental musice
was that it would deaw’ and hohl the young people; and
they did gather around it-as around. an idol.  The plea
For missionany socicties was because they advanced the
woxpel, and ths sunie is true of the Bible college.  Ball
clubs, gymnfsiums, ete., ete., were all introduced to hold
the young, and they did for a while among the denomina-
tions; but hold them to whatt The ery of young people
is, What ean we do?  And =ome leaders tey Tv gain popu-
Iarity by entering to socinl activities of the young. Young
people can meet in homes of brethren and enjoy them-
selves in a socinl way, ¥t even: then-it is wise to have
older heads to help guide them,  But 1 do not find that
the chureh as suel is to provide entertsinment for young
or old people.  Nothing is said nbout such among Neéw
Testament disciples. We must wateh that we do not
sturt something we can naot stop. It seems that now
voung people wish to he out about every night, or on
the go in something to entertain themselves.  Are not
purents usually to blame for not making the home more
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interesting? Don’t we do too much as groups, instead of
as individuals! Think of that! When we are used to
doing things entirely in groups in a large church, if we
get in a small church, or to ourselves, do we work for
God at all? It seems to me that it was the individual
soul aflame with the love of God which turned the world
upaide down in the first century.

Do you think this article is discouraging! Then you
must say the same of the New Testament, for there is
where 1 gathered the ideas. ‘“Heresies must arise that
they who are approved may be made manifest.” . So let
us be warned, and WATCH.

A brother said to this editor several months ago, “Well,
I have known you and been reading after you for many
years, but have never seen you advocating some new and
strange doctrine, and creating confusion among the
brethren over it.” For twenty years, now, this paper
has fought for the doctrine of the New Testament. We
have had many battles which the reader knows little of.
We have not tried to flatter any one to gain his favor.
We have not tried to entertain you in our columns, We
have not shunned reproof and rebuke in order not to
tramp on any one’s toes, that by such mild doctrine we
might win your favor. We have tried to hold back
nothing that was profitable, but have endeavored to
declare unto you the whole counsel of God. In short,
we have tried to make friends to God rather than to
ourselves. The editor once said to a brilliant young
preacher, “1 wish I had a personality like yours.” He
came back with this, “I wish I could judge the future
of the Church from the past, as you can.” If the young
preacher kneéw whereof he spoke, he probably did not
know that such foresight gets one into. trouble, for when
one tells the people what is coming they will not believe
him but say that ke is jealous. But he is only doing what
the apostles told all to WATCH! Because of the
warnings we have quoted from inspired men, EVERY
LEADER OF THE CHURCH should be alert to the wiles
of the devil, whether regarding one’s self personally or
the work, worship and government of the Church of-our
blessed Lord.—(To be continued.) N

Ant 3
In commenting on the word antikristos (for antichrist)
Thayer says this: “The name was formed perhaps by
John, the only writer in the N. T. who uses it (five times) ;
he employs it of the corrupt power and influence hostile
to Christian interests, especially that which is at work
in false teachers who have come from the bosom of the

earth and are engaged in disseminating error: 1. John
2:18 where the meaning is, ‘what ye have heard concern-
ing Antichrist, as about to make his appearance just
before the return of Christ, is now fulfilled in the many
false teachers, most worthy to be called antichrists’;
1. John 4:3; and of the false teachers themselves, 1. John
2:22; 2. John 7.”

Pretty good explanation of what an antichrist is; we
have many of them today. However, we sometimes get
the wrong idea of the real meaning of the word “anti”
and we now wish to give it as defined by Thayer, one-
of the best lexicographers that has ever given us an
English-Greek lexicon. He says this:

“l, prop. it seems to have signified over against,
opposite to, before, in a local sense. Hence 2. indicating
exchange, succession, for, instead of, in place of (some-
thing). a. univ. instead of.”

So it seems to hawe signifled “over against, oppesite
to, before” in a local sense, Thayer says, but in a uni-
versal it is “instead of,” ete. So the universal meaning
of “Anti” is “instead of,” or “in place of.” That is,
Christ was given “instead of” anyene else—men, angels
or any other kind of a sacrifice.

UNIVERSAL, “unlimited”; -“all-reaching”; “total”;
“entire”. Anti, then, in its entire and un.
limited sense means, “instead of”, “in the place of”,
rather than “opposed to”, or “against” as is usually
supposed by the masses. ’

To save space we will ask you to read Matt. 20:28;
Mark 10:45 where we are told that Christ “gave his
life a ransom for others.” Then I Jobn 2:18, 22; 4:3;
1I John 7. Thess. tells us this anti-Christ is a “deceiver,”
hence is one deceiving the .people. Deoceit—'a trick;
fraud.” Deceive—"To lead into error; mislead; im
upon; to beguile.” So according te the Apostle John
this anti-Christ was a very deceptive fraud who was
leading persons, who otherwise would not have been led
astray, into error by imposing his doctrine of no Chriat
upon the people.

But the Bible teaches us, in the above Scriptures, that
Christ died instead of others, while the anti-Christ would
claim different, just as the pope of Rome does in regard
to he being Christ on earth; no other Christ for the
people to go to, then he goes to the Lord of Heaven for
them. In short, the anti-Christ is one claiming to be
in the place of the Lord Jésus Christ, such as the pope
of Rome, for the meaning is “instead of,” “in the place
of,” 80 the anti-Christ is the one here on earth “in place
of” the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is quite brief, when we consider the subject, but
gives you, who ma;'mqiot have known, the real meaning of
the little word “anti. 2w

—W. G. Roberts, Hammond, Ill.

Troubles and Triumphs of the Church
Through 2000 Years

Gnosticlam (“knowledge”), in I and III Centuries

All religions are simply an effort to explain why we
have sin, sorrow, sickness and death. The Bible claims
to be a revelation from God as to the ‘cause and remedy
of sin, culminating in Christ and the redemption from
sin and death, which He brings to all nations. An effort
to explain these things from a human standpoint is con-
sidered by Paul as “the wisdom of men.” In the Second
Century, some professed Christians introduced the phileso-
phies of the heathen world into the teashings of Chriat,
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and gave an amalgamation of the human with the divine
teaching, called Gnostieism, in which profession to
“gnow”, one ean see the conceit of the originators. Kurtz,
a prominent German historian of the 19th Century, says
of this doctrine:

“GNOSTICISM must ultimately be traced to a
peculiar and powerful tendency inherent in many
minds during the first centuries. A deep conviction
that the old world had run its course, and was no
longer able to resist the dissolution which threatened
it, pervaded the age. It also impelled many, by a
syncretism the boldest and grandest that history
had recorded—we mean, by the amalgamation of
the various elements of culture, which hitherto had
been isolated and heterogeneous—to make a last
attempt at renovating what had become antiguated.

“While under omne aspect this tendency was in-
tended to oppose Christianity (by Neo-Platonism),
under another the Church itself was drawn into the
vortex, and by an on of Oriental theoso-
phy, of Grecian theosophy, and of Ohristian ideas, a
widely ramified system of most extravagant religious
philosophy came forth from the crucible of this pecu-
liar kind of speculation. This system bore the gen-
eral name of GNOSTICISM.

“Various sects of Gnostics viewed the Scriptures
in a different manner. Some, by means of allegorical
interpretations, sought to base their system on the
Bible. Others preferred to decry the apostles as
having falsified the original Gnostic teaching of
Christ, to attempt to recast the apostolic writings in
accordance with their own views, or by Gnostic
spurious writings to make. up a Bible after their
own fashion. The teaching of primitive sagex, handed
down by tradition as secret doctrine, they placed
above Sacred Writ.

“Gnostic speculation busied itself with such ques-
tions as the origin of the world and of evil, of the
purpose, means and goal of the development of the
world. To solve these problems the Gmostics bor-

rowed from heathenism its theory about the origin of ;

the world, and from Christianity the idea about sal-
vation. All Gnostic Systems are based on a kind
of Dualism of God and of matter.”—Kurtz’ Textbook
of Church History, Vol. 1, Paragraph 26.

Muany leaders of this movement were learned, eloquent,
ageressive, and had a contempt for the world which was
admired even by those holding to historie Christianity.
They were indeed much like the “modernists” of the
2th Century who talk so much about “social gospel,”
and who explain away the main doctrines of the New
Testument, Both of these are the wisdom of men, which
Puul says is “foolishness with God.” And now’let us
read what is said of the influence of Unosticism upon the
Ciinreh, from Hase, another German historian of the 19th
Century:

“It was principally through the influence of the
Unosties, that the arts and seiences were introduced
into the Church, that the Church itself became con-
seious of its true character, that the Jewish olem?m
in Christianity was repressed, and that its vast im-
portance in the affairs of the world, and of Go@'s
kingdom, became appreciated. It is, however, dif-
fledlt to estimate their number or their influence.
We do not often find evidence that in any particular
locality, their number was superior to that of the
orthodox, and yet some of them were to be found in
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almost every place, and in animation and spirit their
writers excelled those of the Church,

“The mind of the Greeks were attracted to their
striking opposition to Judaism, the intellect of all
men was gratified by their promise of a dominion
over matter and their independent development in
the direction of a perfect knowledge |gnosis], the
fancy was stimulated by the boldness of their heaven-
storming systems and by the opportunity of eon-
tributing something without much trouble to the
formation of them, and even the Church could not
but admire the contempt which they inculeated for
the world,

“But the teachers of the Catholiv |general| Church
were impressed with the conviction that it was essen--
tial to the very nature of Christianity that it should
be a religion for the people, that ail true religion
was something more than a speculation, and that
piety itself required that the revelation which God
had made in Judasim and in Christianity, and indeed
in all human history, should be ONE in its principles.
They therefure placed themselves in direet hostility
to the exorbitant pretendions and the allurements of
the Gnosties, The arbitrary torwms which the fancies
of the Unosties luyunstructv(l. could not long resist
their united opposdion, especially when the power of
the New Platonists was brought against them. BEven
in the Third Century Guosticisin had lost all creative .
power, in the Fourth it was completely powerless,
and in the Sixth only a few vestiges of it remained.”
—Hase, Church History, Chapter 4, Paragraph 81,

Will a Man Rob God?

“*Will # man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But
ye sy, Wherein have we robbed thee! In tithes and
offerings ye ure cursed with a curse; for xe¢ have robbed
me, even thix whole natjon.” (Mal. 3:8,9)

The above seripture is a rebuke to Israel for their
disobedience. They were cursed beenuse they had robbed
Uod in tithex and offerings. The prophet Malachi was
exhorting the people to repent of their disobedience and
to bring their tithes and offeringx to God that he might
bless them. I call your attention to the above lesson
to Israel that we should not be guiity of the same offense

‘of withholding from God the things that belong to him.

The chureh today is not prospering as it should beeause
believers are withholding of their prosperity with which
God las blessed them, The church treasury sometimes
goes empty or nearly so and the Lord’s work suffers
while they spend for thdir own selfish- purpose that
whieh belongs to the Lord, llence they are robbing God,

There is suother very serious way in which fathers
and mothefs are robbing God. IHave you ever thought
that in bringing your dear little ones into the world -
that Uod is blessing you with these precious little ones?
Remember that God gives the spirit of Wyery child in
yvour family. (See Ecelex. 12:7.) God blessed yon with
your children and while they are given for your hap-
piness and love, remewber that God loves them, too and
it ix hix will that they should grow up to glorify 'his
name here on earth and rejoice with hiz family in heaven.
Do you not realize that if you fail to bring these children
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (see Eph.
6:1, 4) but suffer them to grow ‘up, take them to the!
picture shows and allow thém to indulge in all sorts of
worldly pleasures igstead of their spirits being prepared
to glorify Qod in h\'&wn. they will be sent with the devil
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and his angels and in darkness forever. Do you not
realize that raising your children up without God and
Christ you are robbing God of that soul which he in-
structed you to bring up to love him?

Parents will go to any extreme of risk to save their
children from a fife or burning building, yet how many
of them by their careless life and indifference to their
own and their children’s welfare in eternity are leading
them daily closer to that eternal fire that ix promiged to
those that disobey Uod. :

Fathers and mothers think on this seriously, Are you
by careless and indifferent living sending your own souls
to torment and leading your children in the same direc-
tion! Thus robbing Uod of the souls put in sour care
that he intended to glorify his name?

May God help you to understand this responsibility
that you may both save yourselyes and your children,

—J. A. Freed

Church News

AN IMPORTANT BIBLE READING—Bro. E. M. Zerr
will begin a Bible reading ut the Church of Christ, 304
North 14th St, New Castle, Ind., on the night of June
17th, and we are looking forward to a period of valuable

information concerning the things we ought to know of -

the Kingdom of Christ and (Jod’s dealings with the chil-
dren of men.
the reading of two weeks, arrangements to be completed
later. We want as many to be with us in this study as
can arrange to do so for we are assured all who attend
will be greatly benefitted.——Nathan Ridgway.

OZARK, MO.—The mission meeting closed here, March 4,
with houge full. I truly hope something was accomplished for
the Lord. I'm sure God will give the increase.—Bernell Weems.

BROOKPORT, ILL.—We closed a very aucceasful meeti? of
two weeks' duration, condycted by my grandson, Richard Kerr.
Attendance wus good throughout. The last night was the
largest. There werb three placed membership and two hiﬁud.
This boy was raised here and was brought up in the Church
He will hold another meeting next March, 1947.—A. T. Kerr.

REPORTS are that the wife of Bro., Wilbur Storm, River-
side, Calif., has had a long spell of sickness. We hope that
she soon recovers and that they both live long to work for the
Lord—he as an evangelist and she as his helper.

“GREAT SONGS” is higher in price, say the publishers of
Great Son%s: “New printing and binding contracts (fortunately
ubtained, but at unexkectedly higher figures) compel us to
uak 15 cents for the Alphabetical Hymnal “GREAT SONGS”
No. 2, instead of the 70 cents as recentl
So when our readers send for the song
73 cents each.

RECEIVING RECORD—This is to certify that Lindell Martin
Frveman was delivered at Chillothé, Mo, hospital on the 31st
duy of March, 1046, Weight of package 8 pounds and 2 ounces,
Puckage length, 21 inchea, Condition of package, good. Con-
signed to Mr, and M/? Arthur Freeman, 308 Jackson, Mexico,
Meo. (This “record”Torgot to say whether this package made
any .nojse!—Ed.) -

CALIFORNIA—] am considering “Flee Fornication” tracts

announced.” . . .
k, pleage figure at

to send to some of my Bible college friends. . . . Please
send us 80 of the Flee Fornication tract. We think they are
to the point, and timely, #aa so many seem to be durkness
on the subject.—Mr. and Mrs.- A, Douglass, Oregon . .

Send us 50 F. F.—Walter Kreeger, Independence, Mo, .

500 to Bridgeport,. Conn, and 500 to Sullivan, Il ..
Canada—I was very pleased to receive the tract on Flee Forni-

cution. 1 think it is excellent and is very appropriate for
these days. 1 would like 50. It is with pleasure that I look
forward to receivin m{ cogz of the Ma nian Call.—Robert
Liles. . Call?orn a—Send us a testament and Church of
Christ book. Enclosed are - -+ 1 enjoy reading the
M. C. very much, und think you are doing a great work. May

We will have Vacation Bible Study during -
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the Lord bless you in this effort to teach the brethren in this
way.—Ellia Rotan. . . . Illinois—Send me 50 Flee -
tion tract.—Laura Goodin. (The readers will notice that the
tract also has two ptﬁu of How the Christian World Can Be
United, and Not Give Any Truth. This quietly and logically,
we think, shows the difference between true Church of
the.New Teatament and all departures. Thus it makes a suit-
able tract to hand to ANY non-member.

WHEELING, MO.—Church at Eureka is moying along about
aa usual. Appreciate the M. C. very much. If every member
would read and heed it, im sure there would be more faithful
members in the Brotherhood. Think the puper is getting
better all the time. May the Lord bless you in the work.

—, . N

ST. FRANCIS, Kan.—I have _{‘uut completed a month's work

with the church at Kirk, Colo. The church there was strength-

ened and sncouraged by Brother and Sister Ben Schreiner

placing their membership with them. Brother and Sister:

Schreiner are formerly trom Selma, Calif. | am satarting a

month’s work with the church here at St. Francis, this week.
. —Carl Isham.

CHULA VISTA, Calif.—We have at last secured a meeting
lace and would like for you to snnounce it in hiyour r.

e meet each Lord’s morning at 10:00 A. M. and each
Lord’s Day evening at 7:00 P. M. in the K. of P. hall. It ia
on the bus line at and National Ave. in National City, Calif.
We are few in number but strong in falth, There iz much
opposition here, as the college element is very atrong. But
we g with the help of the Lord we may be succesaful in
establishing the cause of the Lord here.—Ellis and Myrtle Rotan.

CRYSTAL CITY, M ust closed a threg-weeka’ mission
meeting at Lovington, lll., and we think the harvest will come
in future work there. The only place available for this meeting
was an cmpty store building, and arrangements were hurriedly
made with no advance preparations but the outside interest
conatantly grew, thus we closed with fine interest. Audiences
ranged from 80 to 130. Plans are now being carried out to
have a tent meeting there beginning this July 21st. This work
is- aponsored b{ about_eight con*re‘ ations in central Illinois
and their hope is to plant the N. T. church in several localities.
There were several present each night fréip the near -
tions of Haramond and Sullivan, and [ was ospeehlly'mt
Bro. W. G. Roberts was able to be with us nearly every night.
He is much intereated in this work, as well dx several others
in that area. Bro. Herman Rose who lives in Lovington will
be a dependable leader to p things going and he will be
assisted each Lord's Day by one or more families from the
neighboring ¢ongregautions. Started & two-week’s meet last

night here at Festus, Mo. We hope to strengthen the Cause
; here.—Harold Shasteen.

ITEMS FROM BROOKPORT, ILL.

BROOKPORT, ILL.—In the Apostolic Times of April, 194¢

" jasue, H. M. Phi'llir writes, “In some former articles, some things
bave been poinited out as real dangers facing the church. Such
as inatitutions, schools setting the pace for churches to follow
and training men to take charge, large, fine houses, the pastor
system almoat developed in most churches, 80 they do not want
their preacher away a Sunday to hold a mission meeting even.

And they are not to atand for the-Elders to do the teaching

or speaking for one or two Sundays. Possibly because wa

few churches have elders cwpable of doing public teaching wi
much power for the chera have about held that to their
own sway.” .N\. .~ Phillips has done well to sound out
this alarm but it is too late, The writer has seen this de
in‘ for the last 40 years and it is the fruit of the so-called e
Colleges. It will continue to grow worse and worse.

In the aame issue of the above paper Stanley J. A. Meclner,
of Muncie, Ind., says, “The greateat drawback\ to the churc
in this city is the “Sommerite Sect.” These must
treated the same way in which LOYAL brethern treat the
digresaives, and must be marked as those who cause
in the brotherhood. Not“only should we mark those who are
outright followers of this heresy, but also those who fellowship
them by calling on them to take part in the service of the
church. It would be just the same as having a digressive or
Baptist take part, and thiz we know is wrong. In this dlg
there are two congregationa that have left their “Firat love i
and we name them to the brotherhood: The Belmont ooulm

the
Miniater

tion, Ball, Muncie, Ind, J. M. Horney, Minister;

and Hoyt congregation, Muncie, Ind., Clyao C. Sloan, %
While we do not say that all who attend 10th and Hoyt are
“Sommerites,” nevertheless they know that the preacher amd
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elders (1) are not sound in the faith and will and do fellowship
the sect known as “Sommerites.” Low brethern beware of
those that teach and hold to this heresy. :

These two writers as quoted ‘above should not complain
againat the Old Digressives. There is only one difference
between the Old D jve and the. New Digressives and that

is the instrument in the worship. One had organized the

Missionary Society to gomch the Goapel and the other, Bible
Schools, to teach it, both being Human nizations that
God appointed to he done in the Church. Bot
“Pastor S¥ﬂem.“ God said there was one Body; both New
and Old Digreasive have two bodies. In the city of Brookport,
Illincis are the Old Digressive; and another, the New Digres-
sives, and one Lo New Testament Church that teaches and
i»netieeu nothing but what can be found in the New Testament.

do not understand why they do not unite since there is no
difference between them except the Instrument. Perhaps the
new will digresa another step when they will be one.—A, T, Kerr.

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.—April 22nd. This is the eleventh
week of my work with the church here. We have not had any
protracted services at the chapel, either from the sta int
of preaching service or bible study. 1 suggested both
types of meetings but the leaders did not think such was
udvisable. We have had home bible studies, however, three
nights of each week; these with the mid-week service at the
chapel and a men's development class one niﬁ\;took the entire
time except Saturday night. There have n no baptisms
but we feel that has been accomplished. We have made
the thivd coverage of tracts in a section of 350 homes and have
assisted in forming a wmailing list; principle purpose being to
send tracts regularly into the same homes. The names are
muinly suﬁpli by members. Wife and 1 leave for the west
on May 6th. [ will be in Ohio a few days and will have several
nights zervices at Middletown, Ind. My next meeting will
be at Cooksville, Ill. This will be a combination study and
preaching service for a two-weeks period.—L. C. Roberts.

ASPHALT. KY.—There were two added to the church at
Brookport by baptism and three b]y' placing membership during
our two-weeks meeting there whic
was good, The week following the meeting was spent in
giving instructions on teaching cach night in cur development
class at church. 1 preached at Mattoon, IIl, April 14 and
began a one-week meeting at Yale, Ill.. Monday, April 15, This
was followed by a week’s analytical study of lmz. Our
attendance was cven better for the study than it had been the
weck previous, The house waz full several nightx and one
night scveral did not come in the building for lack of room.
Three were baptised during our work there, Bro. Hershel Ott-
well, of Hartford, Ill., delivered two fine discourses concerning
recent innovations in the Churches of Christ at the Brookpoyt
Church on Lowd’s Day. April 28. Bro. Bob Duncan, of Bloom-
ington, Ind., who iz now stationed at Scott Field, I, was also
with us for these services and directed the singing. 1 will be
in a Bible Study at Asphalt. Ky., fram Apvil 20 through May 10,

—Richard Kerr,
BRO. SOMMER: I have juat read the entire April issue of
the M. C. This, somehow, is the thing we need. [ am especially

impressed with it—the variety, timeliness and excellence of
quality is to be mentioned. I just had to sit down and let you
know about it. Such an issue as this is fitting indeed to show
the non-members in an adequate way what le of the
Church of Chriat believe in—In the faith. Kenneth Morgan.

VISITED the congregation at Oakland City, Ind., April 28
At the cloze of the morning service 3 came forward and made
the confession and were baptized in the afterncon. * * °
Am now in meeting at Martinsville, Ind., and the church here ia
showing consistent improvement. Attendance has improved at
théir regular services and we believe are on the threshold
of a brighter dvv. Following the series of meetings I will assist
them in their Vacation Bible Study. Will then réturn to Mis-
souri and fowa to take care of scheduled work in those areas.—
Winford Lce.

SCOTLAND—Many thanks for the monthlies sent me this
week. [ rather like the Macedonian Call, is so much to the

int in the various articles contained in it. especially Modernism

stroys the Christian Church, also Trouble and umphs of
the Chuich Through 2,000 Years. 1 am also very much inter-
ested ‘with the news ngnrdinﬁ the tract Why Protestantism is
Failing. 1 should very much like to read it and circulate a “ood
number through thia district, along with othera that you t inl.:
would be of value to us here in the spread of the Goapel. * *

have now the .

closed April 7. Attendance -

‘{hese efforts to establish new congregations.—W. G.

GLENDALE, ARIZ.—The necessity for a new and larger
church building here at Glendale is steadily ‘:rowiu greater.
Scarcely was a chair vacant at thiz Lord’s Day morni
services, April 28. We have enjoyed visits from a number
members from California congregations recently. Come back
aguin, folks. We would appreciate having more folks from the
eastern congregations = over here when en route to and from
the West Coast.—Laura Norris.

SHIPPENSBURG, PA.—Bro. Uland closed here night of the
28th of April. Had a good meeting. He did the Church a lot
of good, also did a lot of personal work; talked to many people.
Al this work will eventually bring forth its fruit. Two were
baptized and one made a confession of wrongs. Bro. Uland
conducted development classes and the brethren really enjoyed
the work and a noted improvement can be seen in some of them.
He went from here to Shillington, where he it conducting a week
of Bible study with the Church there; then he goes to Bridge-
port, Conn., for few weeka.—C. J. Beidel. .

HASTINGS, NEBR.—Closed the weeks of work at Benkelman.
Nebr. One placed membership and one come from the Christian
Church, These brethren are beginning to work, as they have
Jjust to open their eyes to the evils of the “minister sys-
tem.” 1 visited with many fine brethren in Western Ne .
Also enjoyed a visit with the Fairview brethren, near Kirk,
Colorado. as well as the St. Franciz, Gans.. coungregation.
Brother Carl Isham is daing a good work at both places. May
God richly bless that work. At present | am working with the
new mission point at Hastings. Nebr. The Red Cloud and Agra
congregations are supporting this work, Two young men have
been baptized thus far. We ur&c brethren to pray that this
work will germinate ifito a faithful congregation and a new
point in this area. 1'look forward to mission work with the -
zealous little congregation at lberia, Mo, in May, and the t
opportunity in the mission field at Phillipsburg, Kans., in June.
Brethren, let us be hard at work, planting at least one new con-
ﬁmﬁon per year in our areas.—William J. Hensley. Box 332,

ed Cloud, Nebraska. :

THE LOVINGTON MISSION MEETING.—Our mission meet-
ing at Lovington ran about three weeks with fine crowds and
good interest all the way through the meeting. Brethren now
meet each Lord’s day for worship in Lovington. Two families
living there who are members and they look after things and
kecep them poing. Bro. Shastecn was our preacher and he cer-
tainly did some good rmching: better than | expected, but don't
tell him I said =0, lly didn't know he could preach such
good sermons, one right after the other, night after night. for
zo long. July twenty-first we are to begin another meeting there
under a tent and with another to help Shasteen. We need and
must have a good personal, house to house worker.
continued through August. Eight congregations were supposed
to assist in the work and most all of them have already assisted
much in the financial part of it. Charleston, Mattoon, Sand
Creek, New Liberty, Sullivan. Hammond cong:
tributed toward the work so far. We hope to

tionz have con-

uch hy

oherts,
Hammond, Il

THE PUBLISHER'S ITINERARY.—He spent a week in Bible
study and exhortation at Des Moines, la., with interest among
the brethren. It was an mﬂﬂe time. At Brookfield, the
intereat was greater than before, closing with the little house
about full of people, az we read and studied the Divine Word.
Many tock; advantage of the week at Spruce in Kansas City.
and some sal) they intended to go buck and re-read the chapters

we had e over. We had a profitable visit with Bro, Robert
Brumback, talking of things pertaining to the ki m. We
are glad he is now giving all his time to the work of the Lowd.

At Topeka there was good interest, and on Lord: Day we had
three meetings, with a number of brethren other churches
speaking in the afterncon. Bro. Wilford La a_young
reacher, lives there, and we had a visit with him. At Spring-
ﬁeld. Mo., we closed the week’s study with an all-day mecting.
rezent fréim Nixa church and Ozark and other
eia:d‘hhnﬁtiled  number of the folks from Niza in
th years. It was ike a to me,
seemed to’ y themselves in the work d'&o Lord,
Had a short visit with Bro, Weems, who is finishing work at
Ozark, . . . At two different places on this trip. the
or their wives, had failed to provide encugh frnpe juice for
communion. This is an embarrassment to all concerned, and in
rot according to the “order™ which is the teaching of the gospel.
There should alway: be some uieouthndfbrﬂlinm
when necessary, . . . While at Springfield one night as | sat

with ma
places.
meeti

and al
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should write you in to some statements and questions
have under the of “Comments®. You say you have
l;urehuh —_— p:o dove?nd 2'? !:ioir s%?tr?i:t
¢ were op nts for wor! -
children. ‘g’:nu't 21st and i.dhon cannot make the claim
for parents, but we do have one for women, the most
thers. Posasibly it has not been made plain in
study, “Women of the Bible,”
say, “women to become Eunices and Loises
aith will éueond to the offapring”, and “develop
women so that they can teach the younger women to
children, to love their husbands, to be discreet, keepers
o A s Ll =T

1

We t each .Ihmh Thuradey . afterncon in the church
:euildi a dﬁcmhw M,dthm .'qr.;-{:in;i ‘won:‘nthof thewBiblo.
4 ugoaJ.ho : TECO veh em. We are
f'ﬁ% Id Testament, and.thoss womeh livad under
Sepensatios than ws Todi, i Fuan natlen byt cho
we b & i:dj:urr‘;:np?homo life, and children.. Our study
;tnu inclu u::eh mbjocot? f.:'ﬁth Lvhltlim was
affections being unevenly diﬂdx how deceptions were -paid for,
1esults of that

improper ma; and so many others .
will not here it. Twoothonldoﬂlhhmﬁonmmw
| leader may contribute to his success or fail-
re, and the evil influence_that association with the wrong eom- -
panions will have upon our children. T ~

" Occasionally we have met all d

other

7, and &t our last-all-day

meeting the morning session was d d entirely to the study
of women in the church. Weo!hiys distagsion th-t'u’bnr{
profitable ‘which cannot be-cavsied]'on in m& other class,

think I can apeak for the entiré gichp that this is one of the
moat h‘mtrucﬁ%.: studies we have iged in thus far. We have

“pande no great show with this ‘do we wish to, and jve
have a lot to learn, but we-ar _tryhﬂ‘w develop ourselves
through the study of God’s ‘word, And to be able to teach others

also. I would appreciate your ¢omments upon our procedure,

and if you have any further suggestions would be gladly .

reeeivm{o—Yeuhﬂm: in Christ] -

vene Wash.

“For the husband is the head §f the wife, even as Chriat

' {e is the Saviour of the
Body.” , RN |

What is Ile the Savier of? \E

\Bady! What i€the hoidy? Listen

ch, which is Hiz body,

head over all things to -the ch
all in all.” Thus we see

the fullness im thap filleth

lle iz the Saviat of the-Chus Then if we scorn and

belittle Hizx perfect institutich where wj appear?
Once 1 met & very fine. atl at one time very

sﬁi religious convietighs. However, she informed me
that = &;‘f' up” 6n religion. As she finished her
pathetic story, ured her she wasn't “fed up” on re-
ligion: but on the contrary, she was filled to capacity of
that which wasn’t Christianity! Countless people are
complaining of the worldliness in churches. The time is

" here when it is hard to tell thoss who are professed Chris-

did
-t 'Sunday suit, never to make an appearance until another

" of being led by the world away from Him. The churche

- chicanery, and from strong convietion of truth advocate

«is te Savior of the - vered;-and lived to see it on its feet. The church and
i o.Bph. 1:22, 23:“And Home of Brother and Sister Robinson became an oasis fof
__Jnith put all things under—His feft and gave him to the soldiers, so far as 1 can learn, as they went out

* have been done at all had it not been for his patient,

tians and those who are not. Professed church membey
talk like the world, act like the world and go where the
world goes and then on Sunday morning put on their
religious garb and sanctimonious look and traipse off t,
-the House of God and with swelling tones sing “My Jesus
I love thee, I know thou art mine”—ecome home an hour
later and their religion is hung up in the closet with their

seven days are gone. There ia the thing that’s degradiny
the church; belittling Christianity, and dragging the name
of Christ in the dirt! People who function that way are
not Christians at all; they are hypocrites!

The church the Lord established was for one purpose—
to redeem mankind and to teach the way of truth. That
is the position the church should oecupy today. *““To the
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly places might be made known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God,” Eph. 3:10. The chureh is to
make known the will of God.

Again we see its great importance emphagized. An
institution that has committed to its trust the great re.
sponsibility of making known the wisdom of God to the
world, is no insignificant one!

But you say there is nothing in modern religion to
satisfy. Churches e become centers for secular mest.
ings and political discussions. They are more interested
in mercenary gain than spiritual achievement. I sgre
that too often your charges are true. The Church hasa
higher and holier mission than that, which no other can
tulfill. The Church is to lead the world to Christ, instead

-

of Christ stand in firm opposition to all such deceptive

a-godly life patterned after the instruction advanced in
-the Moly Writ. The Church is of such paramount value
-and ‘importance that you ean not be saved without it
Christ is said to be the Savior of the Body. Eph. 5:23.
The body is the church so in order to be saved we must
be in Christ or in His church..

: —Winford Lee.

George Robinson is Dead .

No doubt all our readers know that Bro. Robinson pub-
lished the Western News from Oakland, Calif., for several
years. A sheet giving the news on the far weatern coast.
He was an invalid and suffered mugch.

Bro. Robinson was born about the time I began
preach. I remember him and-his sisters, and their earnest
florts to plant a true church in St. Louis, Mo.

sed a few days with the little group at Berkeley.
Calif., yaaqy years ago, and saw what & great task Bro.
Rohindun had to build a true church there; but he perse

into San Francisco, just across the bay. ’
1 know of no one in the church who has accompli
xo much under such physical pain. But this could

sacrificing wife. i
1 do not know the plans for the Weatern News, nor ha
I been asked for my judgment, but it seems to me
Kenneth Morgan, being already there, is about as
fitted by nature and heart and training to HELP in
ting out the paper, as any one else. The Far West n
the Western News. )
: —D. A, Sommer.





