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='Wnlemism Destroys the “Christian Church”

The following article from “'The Christian Visitor’” shows what
Modemism is doirnig for our Digressive Brethren

There is a wall-defined achool of thought
ubrond among the churches to the effect
that Christ’s objective was social ruther
than individual salvation. Since the votar-
ies of this system reject the inspiration of
the Bible and scoff at “proof-texts,” one
can get nowhere trying to reason with
them. They have evolved a body of re-
ligious thought not derived from the plain
menaning of the Word, but which has grown
out of the findings of destructive crities,

[t is important, in these crucial days of
unhelief, that everyone claiming to be a
Christian understand the nature and the
relatively diametrical quality of the two
gospels which are being offered. Let ux
summarize each.

The Bible Christian believes that God
mwde man in His own image, and that he
hecume Rinful through disobedience. Since
the purpose of man’s creation was com-
panionship with God, and since ain de-
strayed that companionship, it became nec-
essary for God to devise a plan of redeem-
ing man from sin, Thia He accomplished
in the person of Jesus Christ, who was
Gul manifeated in the flesh, and born of
the Virgin Mary. By means of a sinless
life and an atoning death upon the cross,
Jesus became victor over =in and death.
and shares that victory with us when we
are united to Him by faith and the ohedi-
ence of faith.

The social gospel adherent believes that
muan came into being by a process of
evolution from the beast, and that through
blind upveachings he finally evolved a mon-
otheiatic concopt. He beleves that the
Bible is merely the record of man's long
seirch for God, and is by no means au-
thuritative or infallible. He believes that
Jexus was an outstanding character about
whom miracle traditions have gathered:
that Jesus pointed the way to a higher
level of living and died a martyr to his
convictions; and that by following the
Jesus fny of life, looking upon all men
ux our brothers and seeking to serve them,
we bring the kingdom of God on earth
aml achleve immortality.

There are many shades and degrees of
thought, but it can be boiled down to one
o¢ the other of these two premises. And
w!l of #t eventually arrives to uvxe goul or
the other. The confusion of the presemt
duy is due to the refusal of mmny to face
the issue and follow through.

All Sunday Sehool literature iz Dbuilt
around one or the other of these premisea.
Mozt schools in the Christian brotherhood
are served either by the Standard Publish-

ing Compuny or by the Christian Board of
Publicution. The Standard supplies are
bused upon u clear-cut acceptance of the
idea of the inspiration of the Seriptures.
und the salvation and regeneration of the
individual through the atonement of Jesus
Chriat, the only begotten Son of God. The
Christlan Board of Publication is fully
committed to the “sacial gospel” and its en-
tire program of thinly veiled infidelity. IT
vou doubt it, secure a copy of the Bethgny
Bible Student, April-June, 1945, and read
it through carefullv. You will find in that
one quarterly a complete repudiation of
the inspiration of the Scriptupss, of the
deity and resurrection of Christ, and of
tho/ Bible plan of aalvation.

‘Facts like these are shocking. but they
are factz, and ahould be faced honestly.
You would hardly give n Sunday School
clasa Tom Paine’s blasphemous “Age of
Reason” as a text, Then why give them
matevinl which, while leas ribald than
“Age of Renson,” ix bused upon identically
the same philosophy ?

The major tragedy in modern- veligious
history is the emasculation of the great
Restoration Movement through infiltration
of this infidel philosophy. These unbelicvers
did not go out to preach their doctrines
clenrly and build churches committed to
those; doctrines, In almoat every case they
set about to capture and divert churchex
already built by the toil of saints, They
own the Christian Board of Publication and
the United Christian Missionary Soclety,
hody and suul, By clever political maneu-
vering they have captuved all the state
organizgations  and most of the larger
churchez, The smaller churches are con-
fused, not understanding the issues, and
bewildered hy the double-talk of the pious
henchmen of the system who arce intent
upon securing missignary  support with
which to build a world-wide machine for
the tearving down of the gospel.

I am not exugwerating. T have seen this
thing growing through the years, reaching
out itz tentacles like an octopus to maim
and destroy. When cfforts hauve been made
in convention: to bring it to the Hght.
there has bheen n cry of “Trust the breth-
ren, and some religious-politico leader
would =ay, “Let us pray!’ Under a cloak
of peeudo-picty, the churches have been
rohbed of their faith and their integrity.
and thedr children betrayed.

Here in Avkansas the process has gohe
oh as in other statea, The state organiza-
tion iz in the complete control of “social
goapel” leaders, who resort to the lowesat

Number 12

of political methods to ailence opposition
and eliminate from the state preachers who
dare make the facts known. Intimidation
und villification have been resorted to. I
have documentary proof of this, It is a
poor causc which haz to maintain itself
by such political gangster methods,

A typical cxample of the deterioration
of faith may be found in historic First
Church here in Fayetteville, where 1 la-
bored tirelessly for thirtoen years. at the
cost of heartbreak and disillugionment,
When 1 say typical 1 mean juat that, for
itz history can be duplicated all over the
land. It was established by men like John
T. Johnzon and Robert Graham. and ita
members were the salt of the carth, In
the course of time veiled infidelity began
to gweep the land, A dearly loved pastor
hecume cnanioured of the ‘“higher learn-
ing” and was deceived by it. More and
nmore the publishing houze and missionary
orguhization to which the church looked
for instruction and leadership becume com-
mitted to this new gospel, which is ne
gospel but a clever device of Satan. Some
pastors have believed themselves sound in
the faith while infidel. literature waa got-
ting in itz deadly work in the chuech. 1
suw theze things happen. 1 aaw unbelief
run rampant among the university young
people and decimate their ranks. It waa
heartbreaking, but what cun one do when
a4 church refuses to take a stand? Later
pastors were increasingly frank in their
commitment to the modern viewpoint. I am
hetraying no secretz in stating this fact,
for it is bused upon their publie assertions.
Most of the people are unaware of the
issucr involved and accopt what ia offered
them without question. And the thing of-
fored-—and accepted—iz that “other gos-
pel” which Paul wrote about and warned
againet,

Thix process iz golng on in churchen all
wver the land. At firat only the larger
churcheés were attacked. Now the churchea
in samall towns and county plucea, from
which have alwayz come the wminiaterial
and lendership recruits, are being heavily
propagandized. Young people’s confersnces
sponsored by the UCMS (United Christian
Misaionary Saclety)  and the state secle-
lien imbuc their atudentz with the seclal
gospel, and nend them home to complete
the work of deatruction of the faith in
the local churches.

Ia thiz a dark picture? It iz no daurker
than the facta warrant. The goapel of
Chriat, nx we find it in the Bible, is based
squavely upon the indiaputable event of
Christ’s resurrection. It has facts to be
helieved, commands to be obeyed. prom-
iter to bhe enjoyed. It lomdn to individual
anlvation und regoneration. and regener
ated individuala conatitute the sole hope
of a regenerated society. Any dream of
world hratherhood and peace on any other
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busis is so patently futile that it should
not deceive even a child.

We are being offered a mess of pottage
in return for our faith. Thiz ia a daring
scheme for world domination. It is highly
organized and strongly intrenched. It is
seeking the support of secular power
Pricoless religious libortiezs wre threatened.
Recently an official in a certain state
honated that, through hia efforts, a law
had been passed in that atate by which
property in Inactive Christian congrega-
tions would revert to the UCMS-.controlled
state organization. Repeuted efforts have
been made and ave still being made in
Arkunsaz to induce churches to put such
a reveraion clause in their _deeds. In scat-
tered instances throughout the country
where thia has been done, a temporary
period of inactivity has enabled the UCMS
to take over, and later efforts of remnants
of the congregution to regain the prop-
erty have been unavailable. The UCMS has
rolontleaaly sold it away from them and
used the proceeds to advance its own
sort of program. This has happoned ve-
poatedly, and iz a matter of vecord.

The noclal guapel advocatea teach defl-
nitely that the Biblical writera were actu-
ated by “impulnes” which were no more
the preduct of divinity than these felt by
the “great, sensitive souls” of the present.
Seo the aforemontioned quarterly. They
teach that we may all bo prophets, Chriats,
and Saviers. They toach such blazphemous

tommyrot that intelligent, God-fearing men -

should not hesitate a aplit second to repu-
dinte the whole soul-destroying aystem and
go back to the Bible.

Thank God, we have a “more sure word
of prophecy” upon which we can rely. It
will open up to us heavenly treasures, fill
our livea with the companionship of the
Holy Spirit, and take us through the gates
into the eternal City.

REMARKS BY THE M. C. EDITOR

Brethren, how does such an article af-
foct you? I tell you, it sets me on fire—
to think of the in-roads of. this infidelity
againat all that we hold sacred. And the
same iz true of all the prominent denomi-
nationa. Well, it is their clergy and theo-
logical achools and conventiona “with ecclesi-
asticlam, which He at the bottom of it
all. After a long, hard fight we are fiee
from the clergy, Bible colleges which hatch
the clergy, and free from human conven-
tlona and aynods, etc, which give ambi-
tious men a chance to gather an influence

MACEDONIAN CALL

by the wholezsale. Let us keap the brethrea
and do everything ia ouwr
the apestelic eldership IN
CONGREGATION. That is one
I intend, 30 long as I am able, to
go from place to place and hold short
Bible studies with as many congregations
as poasible; for the Word of God, read,
studied, believed and obeyed is God's rem-
edy for all the ills of the human race.
Let us keep open the “fountain for ain and
uncleanneas.”

Out of the ruins of Protestantism the
true church of Christ may be able to rise
higher and higher. Brethren, have you
caught the vision, and are you willing to
do your part!?

America’s No. 1 Post-war
Problem I

In reading the history of some of the
pioneer preachers, those stalwart charac-
ters, those God fearing men who made
Christianity in America what it is, and
by scanning some of their recorded dis.
courses it was interesting to note the man-
ner in which they stood against that which
wus wrong. They warned the people of
error in a fearless mapnner. Not because
they had malice or fntagonism in their
hearts, but because they had love in their
bosoms for their fellowman. What's the
matter now? How often do you hear a
sermon condemning sin?! How often will
a preacher take off his “White Kid” gloves
and preach it atraight from the shoulder?
He may not be quite so popular, but he
will meet Divine approval. Living a Chris-
tian life takea courage, there is no room
in the Church for a coward. It takes the
best in every person to stand for that

which is right in face of opposition that-

now exists, You know there is a disease
in the United States that’s more prevalent
than cancer, smallpox or measlea and that'’s
an epidemic known as the “softening of the
backbone!”

I'm thankful there are still people who
atand firm for the simplicity of the gospel
of Christ, who live simple, pure upright
lives and worship God in Spirit and in
Truth. Yet on the other hand, many are
catering to the things that will cause a
spiritual and moral breakdown! Until there
ia definite return to the Bible we can ex-
pect no improvement, The prophet Jeremiah
says “O Lord, I know  that the way of
man iz not in himself; It ia not in man
that walketh to direct his ateps!™ Jer. 10:88.
However,« God in Hia goodnesa and mercy
toward man has provided him a perfect
pattern to follow. “For even hersunto were
ye called: because Chriat also auffered for
us, leaving us an example, that ye zhould
follow in his ateps™ I Pet. 2:21. Not only
are privileged to have a peyfect example to
follow but are commanded to follow it. “Be
ye followers of me even aa I also ain of
Christ” I Cor. 11:1. You will notice in the
laat two passages the worda “follow and
followers™ “ . . . ye should follow in His
ateps” and “Be ye followers of me.” Man
muat follow the Divine standard or else
he can't be pleasing in the sight of God.
It ian't what you might prefer or what
maybe | would like to do, but it's what Ged
would have ua do. We need more of the

Decomber, 1945

spirit of Saul of Tarsus who sald “Lexd,
to be the clay in the hands of the Potter,
what wilt thou have me to do?" Pride,
sgotiam, or bigotry didn’t enter im, it was
God's will that he wanted to know and
upon finding it out he complied with it
willingly!

It was Lincoln who waan't so concerned
as to whether the Lord waa on his side,
but he was vitally interested as to whether
he was on the Lord’s side. Another crown.
ing example of a man who was willing

(Continued on page 8)

Letters to Young Preachers and

Othe

The human Mind is divided into three
parts, and each of these muat be appealed
to, to accomplish the most good. These are:
Intellect, Sensibilitiea (Feelings), and Wil

The Intellect is the Understanding, the
Reasoning Powers, and is the guide to man.
Without it there is calamity. It sifts the
information brought to us, and judges
which is beat to follow, though oftentimes
it is overpowered by the Feéelings. The In-
tellect does not move one, only instructs
him. It is cold. A man who merely teachea
the Bible in a cold way may enlighten
those who hear, but will not move them
with such.

The Sensibilities (Feelings) must be ap-
pealéd to in one way or another, to move
one to act. Love of heaven, love of God,
fear of hell, desire to lead our children
in the right way, love of long life, hatred
of hypocriay, ete., ete, are some of the
motivea which move one in the right di-
rection, though of course the love of God
because he first loved us, ia the prime mo-
tive. Earnestness is the soul of oratory—
is an old saying which is true. If we have
all mere teaching, we move no one to
act; and if we have all exhortation, we
move them to act, but it may be in the
wrong way, for the mind has not been
properly informed. Both are neceasary.

The denominations, a few generations
ago, spent their time in “revivals,® merely
trying to work on the feslings of the
hearers. Their stock in trade was death-
bed stories. They excited people into the
church, and then would have to “revive”
them the next year. Then came along the
high-powered evangeliat, such as Billy Sun-
day, who brought the climax of this kind
of excitement. Thousands in one meeting
would “hit the saw-dust trail,” and prob-
ably not one-tenth would remain in the
Church. Hundreds of other preachers imita-
ted this mountebank’s methods, till the very
name “evangelist® became in the mind of
thinking people, somewhat synonymous with
“faker” and “money-grabber.” The churches
became filled with backaliders, and the ef-
fort by worldliness to try to hold these
unconverted people in their churches, re-
sulted in a great departure in spirituality.

One high-powered preacher in the Church
of Christ once gathered in about 78 people
in a meeting in West Virginia, and when
he went back the next year he found them
mostly scattered, and he chided the elders
for not looking after the “lamba,” but the
eldera roplied, “The Lord did not ordain
us to herd goata.” Thank God, that method
is largely gone, yeot it did its evil work
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It was lop-sided—it did not educate the
mind, so that the hearer could “count the
cost.” The day of the mere eloquent preach-
er is ended. He was & dangerous fallow.

Moses was slow of speech, but he never
el the people astray. Aarcn, the eloquent
man, led them astray the first chance he
got, This, I think, has been an index of
the teacher and mere exhorter through the
ages. Joanph was surnamed Barnabas which
means, “the son of consolation” (Acts 4:
16), and it seems that he was a good
exhorter; but he deserted Paul in the First
Missionary Journey and went back to Je-
rusalem, and later on was carried away
with the hypocrisy of some Judaising teach-
ers. Stalwart old Paul, however, not only
taught the people, but exhorted them as
well, for time and again he went back
over the Churches he established and ox-
horted them to continue in the faith.

The faithful churches of Christ are now
enguged in much TEACHING of the Word,
aml we rejoice at the great number of
young men who are doing it. But we need
to uppeal to the feelinga also, and we would
do well to intersperse our teaching with
exhortation. Especially would we do well
to save a good scripture in the lesson till
the end of the service, and give it as an
exhortation tuv saint and sinner. In thia

way we give them ALL the apiritual vita-

mins necessary to make a healthy Chris.
tinn.

Tukmq the Offensive Against the
‘Faith Only-ist”—II
WHAT 18 THE GRACE OF GOD?

The grace of God is the favor he has
lestowed upon mankind. In other words,
God's grace is what he has given the hu-
man family for salvation. God gave his
Son (John 3:16): The Son gave His Blood
(I John 1:7); The Blood of Christ gave
man the church (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:28);
The grace of God gave man the plan of
salvation (Titus 2:11). Man iz impotent
10 acquire any of these benefits by his
vwn hand or power. All are gifta given
of God by his marvelous grace. Mr. Fuller,
andd all others must then agree, that Grace
ix GOD’S PART. I believe agreement can
be reached here, however, our next point
is contrary to “their” Gospel.

WHAT 18 FAITH?

If grace is God's part, then faith is
MAN'S PART. By this | mean, Faith is
the part man does in OBEDIENCE TO-THE
COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. It folluwa
then that the alien sinner, to become a
Christian, MUST OBEY THE COMMAND-
MENTS OF GOD. By obeying the command-
ments, which 1 challenge Mr. Fuller or
anmyvone else to doubt as being of faith,
the sinner naturally and scripturally is
saved from passed sins and begina the walk
m a new life aa a Christian.

What of Faith, As Commandments of God
Muxt Man Obey to be Saved?

_ As everything that is commanded of God
in the Goapel is of faith, for the scripture
says, “whatsoever is not of faith is of
din" we would conclude that whatsoever
iz of faith ia right. Then for me to open
my Bible and read, how even as many as
three thousand were saved by obedience
to the commandments of God in the Geapel
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of faith, would only tend to prove what
Paul meant in Ephesians 2:8 when he sald,
“through faith.” Friends, it is through obed-
ience to the commandments of God that men
and women are saved. This is Bible, and
there is not a reasonable, honest, sincere
person who can term it as otherwise.

At Pentecost the three thousand were told
by the inapired Aposgle Peter, “ . .. repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
gins . . . ” Acts 2:38. 1 ask Mr. Fuller,
When these three thousand obeyed the com-
mandments of God given by Peter, were
they saved? Was repentance a part of the
preaching of faith? Was baptism a part
of the preaching of faith? If not, why not?
If Dr. Fuller remains consistent with his
doctrine he must say, repentance is, but
baptism is not, because baptism would be
of works causing man to boast. Such rea-
soning! Especially by one who claims he is
saved and haz the Spirit of God. Imagine
someone, who claims to be a Christidn say-
ing that to obey a commandment of God
would mean that you are boasting.-of your
own works. Such is unreasonable! Both RE-
PENTANCE AND BAPTISM are not the
works of man, but are t COMMAND-
MENTS OF GOD. (Acts 17:40; Acta 10:48).
Neither nullify the grace of God or cause
any man to boast,

The Gospel of Jesus Christ teaches man
to do four things that he might become a
Christian: Believe (Heb. 11:G) Repent (Acts
17:30) Confess his faith in Christ (Rom.
10:10) Be Baptized (Acts 10:48). All these
are BY FAITH—MAN'S PART. The three
thousand were =aved by grace through
faith. Remember friend, this will atill re-
main true whether the “juat saay you be-
lieve in Christ” people accept it or not,
We plewd that men and women will turn
aside from thiz false teaching and follow
the words of wisdom given by James, " ...
’wt by fauith only.” James 2:24,

“NOT OF WORKS LEST ANY MAN
SHOULD BOAST.”

The plan of salvation wus not the ar-
rangement or design of man, as the scrip-
ture reads, “not of yourself: it ia the gift
of God: Not of works lest any man should
bonst.” If the arvrangement of salvation had
been left to man, he would have whereof
to bonst. However as the urrangement of
salvation is of God, man has nowhere to
houst. He is asaved by GOD'S GRACE
THROUGH MAMNS FAITH IN GOD.

Why ian't ité passible for Mr. Fuller to
preach salvation by gruce through obedi-
ence to EVERY COMMANDMENT OF
GOD? 1 belicve it is possible if men and
women will turn aside from the unserip-
turalness of his doctrine. Dr. Fuller knows
of the Church of Christ. He has beeen con-
tacted by mail from Brother D. A, Sommer
and others, but he as yet to my knowledge
never replied. Can it be because he knows
that the “handwriting ix upon the wall” for
his doctrine ?

To the reader 1 wish to aay, there is no
feelings of dislike toward Mr. Fuller and
his Tollowers perzonally, but a decided dis-
like to their teachings, such as “faith only.”
It is unscriptural, and muat be opposed by
every true Christian.

At the close of this article I wouild like
to submit the following chart with serip-
tures to match for the reader’'s consider-
ation:

Grace (plus) Faith (equals) Salvation
(God’s Part)
Son—John 3:18
Blood—1 John t:7
Church—Acts 20:28
Salvation—Titus 2:11
(Man's Part—Obedience)
Believe—Heb, 11:6
Repent—Acts 17:30
Confess—Rom. 10:9, 10
Baptized—Acts 10:48
Live Faithful—Rev, 2:10

William Hensley, Box 332,
Red Cloud, Nebr.

“This Should Wake Us Up”

Under this title, C. D. Plum, (writing in
Gospel Advocute, Nov, 8), szent out sev-
eral letters to different ones in several
atutes, in theze words:

“For my own personal benefit, as well
uy for the benefit of others, I am writ-
ing a few -preachers, and others, acat-
teredd over the Unifed States, and ask-
ing them to name the two things which
they consider the greatest threat to the
progress of the church today.”
Commenting on his replies, which he pub-

lishes, he sayas.

“] want you to observe that out of fif-
teen nhswers to my inquiry, only four
fail to list ‘ineflicient leadership’ as a
threat to the progress of the church. I
think If T were an elder 1 would take
ntock of myself and my work; and if in-
efficient, 1 would change my ways.”

In other words, this cross section of
thought showz that the general opinien
must be that thinking people among them
regurd the eldership as inefficient. Well,
why should it not be? All the talk is the
prencher, the preacher, THE PREACHER.
I search their religious papers in vain for
nhy indication that they are making any
serjvus effort to develop men for the elder-
ahip. '

Plum condemns the ineficient elder, but
what has he ever done to develop men for
that office? Paul tells him and all other
preachers to commit what they know to
“faithful men who shall be able to teach
others also,” yet where is there a preacher
among the Bible college people who seem
to care anything about a scriptural elder-
ship. _

The simple fact is that they don’t want
a scriptural cldership, for if they had one,
they would be rooted out of their feathered
nests in which they are doing the work
of the clders. The Bible college people have
a kingdom of n clergy as much as any of
the Protestunt denominations, and their
college has been the incubator of it. That
ia one reason we oppose it.

On the other hand we advocate strongly
that EVERY preacher help to develop faith-
ful men into teachers wherever he goes so
that we shall have more “efficient leader-
ship."”



Gilbert O. Nations Speaks

Bro. Nations is perhaps the best posted
man in America on Roman Catholicism, and
has through his life written for many pa-
pers on that subject. Recently we received
the following letter from him regarding
our late tract on Why Protestantism is
Failing: -

Silver Springs, Maryland
November 12, 1948

My dear Brother Sommer:

Some unknown mutual friend in Illinols
has sent me your excellent tract on Why
Proteatantism Is Faliling, for which I thank
you and him. The whole tract is full of
alarming truth and the concluding para-
graphs which deal with the clergy seem
to be extremely valuable. I thought of try-
ing to write a book on the dire world out-
look because of failure of the church in
nearly two thousand years to obey the
Lord's final command to make disciples of
all the nations. My coaviction coantinues to
grow that the clergy is the root from which
all, or mearly all, church wrongs and fail-
ure have grown. When a privileged class
was permitted to take over all religious
rights and to live in riotous luxury off the
bounty of its beguiled victim, the church
ceased to function and became static. The
instrument and source of that deadly usur-
pation is the Church of Rome. There is no
clezgy in the New Teatament, but there
is little else in the papal system. No won-
der Revelation 18th chapter calls the Pa-
pacy the MOTHER of harlota. Virtually all
that the apostate sects are was inherited
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from their harlot mother. They are hazlet
daughters without which the See of Rome
could not bs the MOTHER of harlots. More
strength to your good right arm. Cordially,
Gilbert O. Nations.

The Federal Council Ought to be
Red in the Face

A couple of months ago, the Federal
Council held a convention in St. Louis, cel-
ebrating the Reformation by Luther. Dr.
Oxnam, is the president, and apeaks for
the 26,000,000 people in the Council. He
is a modernist of the strongeat type, and
the one who spoke of the God of the Old
Testament as a “dirty bully” because he
punished the people for their sins,

Oxnam, in his speech there, spoke of the
pope as “a devoted . . . brotherly Chris-
tian.” Shades of Martin Luther! If Luther
had had the belief of Oxnam, there never
would have been a Reformation.

Oxnam wishes the Protestant denomina-
tions, and Roman Catholic Church, .and
Eastern Orthodox Churches all to unite be-
cause they hold so many things in common.

Oxnam, and his modernist growd ought
to blush with shame to about the
Reformation, for they do not contend for
the vital principles for which the Reform-
ers contended. Brethern should be posted
on this Modernism, for more and more it
will rome to the front, for it is the great-
est evil we have to contend against, being
linked as it is with the kingdom of the
clergy. Circulate the tract on “Why Prot-
estantism is Failing,” and help show the
people where the trouble lies.

TROUBLES AND TRIUMPHS OF THE
CHURCH THROUGH 2000 YEARS

Distinction between Bishop and Presbyter,
between Clergy and Laity; and the Origin of
Councils, and the Development of the Roman
Catholic Church.

The history portrayed in this article is as
important as any that was ever recorded
regarding the Church, and so we hope the
reader will carefully consider it, as it comes
from the pens of those who had orlzlnll
sources for their story.

In the firat place, all Christians in the
New Testament were priests unto God.
Peter writes to the brethren in general and
calls them a “royal prieathood” (1 Pet. 2:8),
and John writes to the seven churches in
Asia and says that Christ “hath made us
kings and priests into God.” (Rev. 1:8.)

The words “bishop” and “elder” (preaby-
ter) are used interchangeably in the New
Teatament. Paul called to him the elders of
the church at Ephesus, and calls them “over-
seers” (biaskops, in the Greek). (Ses Acts
20:17, 28.) Paul left Titus in Crete to “or-
dain elders in every city. . . . For a bishop
must be blameless,” etc. (Titus 1:5, 7.)
The elders (bishops) and deacons were the
only officers in the Apostolic Church, be-
sides the inapired aposties, who are still
ruling the Church through their inapired

words, The preachers were evangeliats an-
nouncing glad tidings of salvation, making
new converts, strengthening disciples, and
developing teachers in the churches they es-
tablished (2 Tim. 2:2), but they were not
officers.

Such was the simple government of the
Church of Christ of the First C.ntury as

it came from the hand of the Léord. But .

the ambition of man would not permit it
long to remain so Mmple. The firat depar-
ture was to exalt the moat influential one in
the eldership to be permanent chairman
of the board of elders, and to call him “the

Bishop.” Then as their churches grew in

number, the largest in a district assumed
authority over the smaller, and the Bishop
of it assumed authority over the others, and
became a Metropolitan (that is, one govern-
ing from the metropolis, or chief city). Fi-
nally four metropolitan churches governed
all the churches—Rome, Alexandria, Anti-
och and Constantinople. This was called the
Patriarchal system of church government.
And in about the Sixth Century, the Roman
Church assumed authority over them all.
This centralization of power, however, was
attended with opposition along the line, and
thoss who rebelled were denominated her-
otics.

~ m.p ‘m

All the prominent historians give this
history practically the same, but as Gibhon
was an' “infidel” and as no reader can con-
sider him biased for or against any particu-
lar group, we give his story of this sadden.
ing history, with the emphasis ours:

“The societies which were inatituted
in the cities of the Roman Empire were
united only by the ties of faith and
charity. Independence and equality
formed the basis of their internal con-
stitution. . . . The public functions of
religion were solely intruated to the
established ministers of the church, the
Bishops and the Presbyters; two appel-
lations which, in their first origin, ap-
pear to have distinguished the same or-
der of persons. The name of Presbyter
was expressive of their age, or rather
of their gravity and wisdom. The title
of Bishop denoted their inapection over
the faith and manners of the Christians
who were committed to their pastoral
care. In proportion to the reapective
numbers of the faithful, a larger or
smaller number of these Eplacopal Pres-
byters guided each infant congregation
with equal authority and with united
counsels.

“But the most perfect equality of
freedom requires the directing hand of a
superior magistrate; and the order of
public deliberations zoon introduces the
office of a president, inveated at least
with the authority of collecting the
sentiments, ind of executing the resolu- .
tions, of the sssembly. . . . It was
under these circumstances that the
lofty title of Bishop began to raise itself
aboye the humble appellation of Pres-
byter. . . .

“Every society formed within itself a
separate and independent republic, and
aithough the most diatant of theae little
states maintained a mutual as well as
friendly intercourse of letters and dep-
utations, the Christian world was not
yet connected by any supreme authority
or legislative assembly. As the numbers
of the faithful were gradually multi
plied, they discovered the advantages

_-that might result from a cldser union of
their interests and designs. Toward the
end of the second century, the churches -
of Greece and Asia adopted the useful
inatitution of provincial aynods. . . .
The institution of aynods was so well
suited to private ambition, and to public
intereat, that in.the space of a fow years
it was recelved threughout the whole

“The same causes which at first had
destroyed the equality of the presbyters
introduced among the bishops a pre-
eminence of rank, and from thence a
superiority of juriadietion. . . . The
office of perpetual presidents in the
councils of each province was conferred
on the bizshops of the principal cities;
and these aspiring prelates, who soon
acquired the lofty titlea of Metropoli-
tans and Primates, secretly prepared
themselves to usurp over their spiscopal
brethren the same authority which the
bishops had so lately assumed above the
college of the presbyters. Nor was it
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long before an emulation of pre-emi-
nence and power prevailed among the
Metropolitans themselves, each of them
affecting to display, in the most pom-
pous terms, the temporal honors and ad-
vantages of the city over which he pre-
sided. . . . The patriotic Cyprian, who
ruled with the most abasolute sway the
church of Carthage, and the provincial
synods, opposed with resolution and
success the ambition of the Roman
Pontiff. From every causs, either of a
civii or of an eccleaiastical nature, it
was easy to see that Rome muat enjoy
the respect, and would soon claim the
ocbedience, of the provinces. . . . The
progress of the ecclesiastical authority
gave birth to the memorable distinction
of the clergy and the laity."—(Gibbon’s
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,
Chap. 15.)

What a saddening story of the great
apostasy portrayed by Paul in 2 Thesszalo-
nians 2nd chapter! We believe with our
whole heart that if we could get rid of all
this eccleslasticiam and get back to the aim-
ple church government of the Firat Century,
most of the other evila of the Church would
be overcome. A plurality of scriptural Elders
(Bishops), in every church, feeding the
church and overseeing the brethren as they
“edify one another” (1 Thess, 5:11)—this is
what is needed in the Church today, yet it
is so seldom found.

Can you wonder, dear reader, that with
such saddening history of the Church be-
fore us, earnest Chriatians shun every sem-
blance of councils, synods, associations, gen-
eral assemblies and conferences?! Gibbon
says they were sz0 “well asulted to private
ambition,” etc., in a few years they were
generally accepted throughout the Roman
Ewmpire, Even general “mass meetings” of
brethren for spiritual edification, enjoyable
und useful as they may sesm, have become
in the past and may become in the future,

instruments for ambitious men and means

of departure from the simplicity in Christ.
The nearest we can hold ourselves to the
local congregation, with perhaps its “all-
day meetings” with adjoining brethren com-
ing in, the safest it will be for the Church.

Known by What They Do
It is not enough to say the Bihle is in-
spired and stop at that. We best know
men by what they do and have done and
not simply by what is claimed for them.
Who was Abraham Lincoln? The man who
united the North and the South and put
slavery. He was and it known by
what he did. Who was Dewey?! The man
- who won the fight at Manila before break-
fast. Who were the Wright brothera? The
men who conquered the air by making the
flying machines work. Who was Luther?
The man who defied the pope and gave us &
translation of the Bible, We know ne
men, and hundreds of others, by what th
have done. The Bible must be subject to
this practical test. Sacredness ia attached
to other books, =0 we can’t make that claim
for the Bible and stop at that.
How doea it compare with other booka?
It will not suffice to say the Bible is in-
3pired; does it’s inapiration reach out to
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mankind and inapire them to be more
Christlike and worthy the name Christian?
It will not satisfy mankind generally to
inform them that this Book contains the
plan of salvation; does it really save men
from sin, self and misery? It has taken
the fallen woman from the harlot’s bed and
reformed her. It has taken the drunkard
out of the ditch and cleaned him up and
made & man of him. It has gone into the
gambler’s den, removed the blackness of
sin and whitewashed it with purity and
vighteousneas, It has gone into the dance
hall and removed the dancing slipper and
shod the feet with the preparation of the
Gospel. It has gone into the house of ili-
fame and made it a house of fume, song and
l.n-nyer. It has taken vain and ane
anguage out of the mouth of the hateful
and vile and placed a song and praise in
that same mouth, It has mude a preacher
out of the thief, un elder out of the liar, a
gentleman out of the unclean fornicator, a
free-giver out of the tight-fisted covetous;
a kind, sweet spirited man out of the grouch;
wnd has brightened and smiled the face of
frowns und roughness. It makes “pew men”
out of all who accept and obey it and will
keep them bright and clean.

The “religion” of paganigh was powerful
and much sought for. But this Book has
crumbled their altars, destroyed their
power, in part anyway, in its then present
form and left their gods unnoticed and with-
out a worshiper. The Bible hus made theiv
worship and forms vanished delusions, only
as we have them in disguize in Babylon
today. Who cannot find & worshiper of
Baal, of Diana. of Zeus, yet the Bible goex
right on and marks progress with the set-
ting of each sun, and the stars speak of itz
Divine author who keeps the Book as a
flaming sword in the pathway of ita enc-
mies. ’

Buddhism, Confuciannism and Mohamme-
danism have had to bow their defeated
forms before its sacred head and command-
ing voice (John 10). It at one time seemed
these “righteous” “religions™ would cover
the whole earth, but the Bible haz pointed
out limitations and they have been found,
Even the Pope of Romie hud to surrender
his task of burning Biblex and thua te
annihilate the blood-sealed document of
God’s inspired Book.
these powers and isms. It is known hy-what
it has done and is doing.

The man who has hid himself in this
precious volume has never lost a battle and
never will. He will finnlly sink Hia ene-
mies, the opposing army, in one cternal hell.

He has robed Himself with, not only the
paper, binding and ink, but with sacred-
ness and power found in the Book which
enables him to get into many homes. dens
of vice and ‘religious ranks where he could
not go were it not for this robé that keeps
his person invisible. It is the unsecn power
in the Book that leads men from vice to
victory in the Christ. It hides the thorns
on the rose buds so that we notice nothing
but the little bud and then the beautiful
bloom. It hides the atinger of the bee and
allows us to enjoy only the sweetneas of the
honey. It scatters the clowds and permits
us to enjoy the refreshing sunshine. It
hides the tears of sadnesa and creates a

It has defeated all

smile. It heals the broken heart, cheers the
soul and makes a happy man out of the
unhappy one who was “down and out.”
Yes, friends, the Bible iz known by what
it has done and is doing.

It clashed with pagan Rome, and Rome
went down in defeat. Pupal Rome arose to
do her dirty work and destroy Protestunism
if possible, but the Bible, in the hands of a
German monk, cut her foul fallucies to the
heart and with the “sword of the Spirit"
her theological bluod was apilt. Infidelity
rushed rampant to the fray, did what it
could to do what Rome failed to do, but
the attack was futile. Infidelity lost its
skeptical head when the “sword” was used
by the men of God. Not one can stand
before thig invisible (2 Cor. 4:18; 2 Peter
1:3; Rom. 1:16) power hid away in the
Bible. Inflidelity becomes hivided so that
Renon would not fellowship Voltair. Strouse
no longer endorsed Puulus and they szoon
have many creeds, while the Bible remains
the same. The Bible has forced them to

change their creeds and bow their heads
in defeat.

Just a3 men are known by what they do
10 may the Bible be known by the same
teat among those who will not accept inter-
nal evidence 4in fuvor.of ity inspiration.

The Bible has never made an immoral
person out of a moral one. Hus never estab-
lished an ivamoral device, house, shop or
hall, but has broken up, destroyed and
cleansed many of them. It has given ber-
ries for thorns, sweet fragrance for stench
uwdor, flower gardens for thistle beds, sun-
shine for clouds, sacred music for reveling
and duncing, prayers for profanity, smiles
for tears, rejoicing souls for bleeding hearts,
beds of righteousness for beds of adultery,
huppy homes for sad and broken homes,
church houses for gambling houses, Bible
vendings for trashy novel readings, pure
fathers, cleun mothers, swect children, pray-
erx, huppiness and all things to make a
better world here amd give uz rest and
Heaven hereafter,

Thiz makes it worthwhile to suffer and
sacrifice some while in the flesh, for this
old hougse of cluy will give way some of

. these dayz and we will need to be prepared

for the “journey” we all must take.

Though the flowers may fade, the leaves
full, the pjantz wither and all vegetation
sink away in one long wintry sleep, yot
the spring time will come when all will
again appear in their beautiful robes and
colora to gindden the hearts of the on-
lookers. So with mankind; we weaken, fade,
wither and die. We will “slecp” all those
“wintry montha™ until the springtime comea
when we will all appear again in the resur-
rection morn, when many hearts will be
gladdened and many more saddened be-
causze they refuzed to allow the Bible to
lvad them, cleanse them, keep them and
prepare them for the slecp—no, for the
awakening—and now they are in eternal
suffering. sorrow, shame ami torment, while
those kept by the Goapel are delighted and
appear in brighter colors and whiter robes
than they could possibly have while in the
house of clay. Praise the Lord for His
goodneas.—W. G. Roberts, Hammond, IlL
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Preaching, Teaching, Developing, Purifying

“Go into all the World and Preach the Gospel to Every Creature”

—(Mark 16:15, 16.)

“Teaching Them to Observe all Things Whatsoever 1 Have Commanded You.”

—(Maat. 28:20.)

“The Same Commit Thou to Faithful Men who Shall be Able to Teach Others.”

“Put Away from Among Yourselves that Wicked Person.”

UNIONVILLE, Mo.—We sent out the
tracts on Why Proteatantism Ia Falling all
over the town and mail routes just before
Bro. Henaley's meeting hegan, and Bro.
Hensley preached a fine sermon on Faith and
ufter his talk distributed the tract, Can We
Be Saved by Faith Alone? Good crowds
every meeting. Bro. Hensley said we had av-
eraged about 100 each night.—Ora L. Robin-
gon. . . . We have had good interest and
good attendance, and every sermon a good
one.—F. L. Rosebery.

KLAMATH FALLS, Ore—"“On October
28th 1 went to Bend, to preach for those
brethren that are beginning to keep the
worship of the Lord in their homes, and
plan to establish the cause permanently in
that city. We had a nice group for wor-
ship, and it is encouraging to look forward
to having that congregation nearby to
strengthen the work here in Klamath Falls,
While I was away brother Hershel BerrK
baptixed three people here in Klamat
Falls. We begin a Bible Reading, of two
wueks duration, for the congregation here,
next Monday night. It promises to have the
cooperation of everyone, and I believe that
it will be highly profitable for the congrega-
tion. People are getting a thirat for knowl-
edge here, and that makes it possible to
do much good.” —Kenneth Morgan,

KRYSELMIER—While at Kansaas City,
1 was called, but could not go, to the
funeral of old Bro. Kryselmeier at Nevada,
Mo. He was ”38‘-0'“ 90 years old, and so
far as [ cun lefrn was a godly man. Thus,
one by one, we nfake our exit to the other
Land about which we have been talking
and singing =0 long. Are we all ready?—
D. A, S,

BALLENGER—On my recent visit to
Kunsas City, the first member I met there
waa Luther Ballenger. He had been sick
in the morning, but I spent much of the
afternoon with him, talking on things per-
taining to the Kingdom. 1 am glad I did,
for the next day after I left the city, he
died, Nov. 8, and was buried, I am told,
at Carrollton, Mo., Bro. Ralph Acree speak-
ing. The church at Spruce owes much to
Bro. Ballenger, who served it as elder for
many years, nnd saved it from disaster,
I consider, more than once. I loved him
for hia rugged sincerity and firmneas even
though 1 might not aiways agree with him.
—D. A, Sommer.

CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA—Brother Har-
old Shasteen juat closed a four weeks of-
fort here with the church at 718-8th, Ave.
SW. Last Friday night, a part of the
time was spent in song practice; and Bible
study. While there were no visible resujts
there were certainly much good done, Broth-
er Harold sent forth some fine pel ser-
mons, and put forth a real effort in his
work here and waa creating a real interest
among the outside people when the meet-
ing closed. And we know that the outside
intereat was made manifest from the fact

—(2 Tim. 2:2.)
—i(1 Ceor. 5:13.)

that some of them are still coming, and
meeting with us. Brother and Sister Shas-
teen are well liked by all who heard him
and it is our desire to have him back with
us at the earlieat convenience.—F. H. Pryor.

BROOKFIELD, MO.—The Lord’s work
continues to grow in Brookfleld, and why
not? If we remain steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Loxd.
Brother D. A. Sommer was with the church
here from Oct. 8 through Oct, 14. In Bible
reading, and how thankful we are to have
an opportunity like this to have one who
has sacrificed z0 much for ﬂ!'.ﬂ years for
the purity of the church. While hers we
persuaded Bro. Sommer to take oversight
of the congregation and by reason of this
we are expecting to accomplish much for
the Lord in the future. WE are looking for-
ward to his return in 1946 for"more work.
Bro. Sommer plans on being in the fleld
more after first of the ¥nr. So brethren,
why not call him, especially for Bible read-
ing? I'm sure he can and will help you
much, yours for a pure church.—G. R. Blan-
kinship.

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.—On Lord's Day,
October 28th, two made confession of
wrongs and asked forgivenesa for their mis-
takes. Last Lord’s November 4th, a
fine youn% man made dm good contmion
and was buried with his Lord in baptiam.
At the same service two placed member-
ship with the congregation. 1 am conclud-
ing my work here with a series of lessona
on “The History of the Church,” on Lord’s
Day evenings. The attendance laat Lord's
Day ;jwas the largest the church here has
had for several rs. Brethren express
themselves as well pleased with the inter-
est developed and the reaults of my labor
here. After the first Lord’s day in m-
ber 1 go to Lamine, Missourl for a meeting
with the faithful few at that place, the
Lord willing.—Robert H. Brumback, 3931
Harrison St., Kansas City, Mo.

BIBLE READING CAMPAIGN—Under
the banner of “Marching Orders for a New
Day,” the American Bible Society-is launch-
ing u campaign of Bible reading between
Thanksgiving and CYristmas, world wide
in scope. Bélsd th:ﬁ‘tremlnds i;:: that we
atar a Bible-rea cam & year or
50 ago, under the title of Np. ts of Gold.
Many people me intereated in the many
hundreda of references we gave, of choice
acriptures. There is still demand for the
tract, but the supply has heen exhausted,
We have had it in mind to omit sgme of
the reading matter and print only the ref-
erences, on thin paper that you can paste
on the fiy-leaves in your Bible, for ready
reference. What do you think! Write ua
your thoughts SOON. It is ONLY by dona-
tiona that we are able to send out such
helps FREE as we did the thousands of
thia tract. We have another tract in mind
of about 24 pages which we think will be
of much holr In the work, about which we
may write later, if you are interésted in
this advance work of the Lord.
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FINISHED 3 weeks work with the Green
Mound congregation, 15 miles southweat of
Beloit, Kana. Two were baptized during
our work. The highlight of the work this
year was extensive Hible Study and De.
velopment Work. General imstruction iy
Publie apeakinf was given. The lqden and
the membership as a whole are “sold” on
that kind of work, as they can see the
fruit of it. The cooperation was fine and |
enjoyed my work immensely. I promised to
return for the same of work in the
fall of 1047, Bro. Wilford Landes is to work
with them in the :sring. Let's work while
it {s Day.—Winford Lee.

SULLIVAN, ILL.~I enjoyed the two and
one-half weeks of Bro. Zerr's Bible Read.
ing immensely, that 1 attended while at
Maxrtinsville doinz some personal work. We
are still working on the record there trying
to clean it up and get the membership
down to the faithful ones. God does not
approve of drones in His kingdom, and if
a member will not work, he should be put
out as Paul commands in 2 Thess. 3:6, 14.
We withdrew from seven and two came
back and made confeasion of wrongs. Breth-
ren let us pray for a pure church and
then work to that end, but BE SURE we
go at it the Lord’s way. Yours for purity in
the Church.—C. R. Turner, 824. Blackwood.

CANADA.—Recently I had the opportu-
nity of obtaining your flmphlot “Christian
Liberty.” I was-very impressed with the
article and its contents “after reading it
through. It ia° truly one worthy of dis-
tribution to sectarian and denominational
churches, and also one to be distributed
to our own members of the Body of Christ.”
(This tract makes clear one of the most
important principles we have, and heips
keep us out of Innovationism on the one
hand and out of hobbyism on the' other.
Two copiles for 25 cents, 10 for one dollar.
You can't sow the seed in the grave.)

RIVERSIDE, CALIF. (Business letter)
—Bro. Wilber Storm i{s with us for a time,
Since coming we are meeting Tuesday
nights in Bible study women's class—ex-
cellent lessons. Wilber is sincere and is
doing his part nobly and well. We thank
the dear Father for him and all true dis-
ciples everywhere.—Olive Chaftee.

LECOMPTON, KAN.—We are tting
along fine at Stull. Will have Rev. Landes
for a meeting next week. We will expect
you in a week of Bible reading when you
cap- tome, if the weather permits.—Fred
Whulfkuhle.

THERE ARE 20 many articles in
the M. C. and I find, Preaching, Teaching,
Developing and Purlfyinf Do{;n very inter-
eating. Am nlwxa anxious see if any
1 know are sending messages. I find the
simplified New Testament very helpful in
studying and dividing the thoughts in the
chapters,—Velma Nighthart.

SHELBYVILLE, ILL.—Lord’s Day closed
& three weeks' meeting in Shelbyville. Broth-
er Wm. Henaley fearlessly proclaimed the
-‘?apel. Three persons were added dum
this effort. May God give them stre
and mn{ we as members of the body of
Christ help them to continue faithful—
Gladys Potts.

CLOSED at Dentonia, Kans. Nov, 24—
The church there shows some growth and
they take courage. Thres were recently
added to their number. Two by member-
ship and one from the Christian church.
Nov. 25 apent the day with the church at




Beloit, Kans. Spoke at the morning and
evening service. Brethren were there from
surrounding congregations, namely, Green
Mound, Concordia and Dentonia. We take
courage and preas on.—Winford Lee.

MINGO JCT., OHIO—I wish to notify
vou of my change of address. I was dis-
charged from the Navy, Nov. 14. I want
to thank you for keeglng the “M. C.” com-
ing all those months 1 was over there. Per-
haps it may interest you to know that we
carried the “M.C.” into Tokyo Bay on Aug.
28, 1045. It may have been the first time
for the B:per to reach that heathen land.—
D. M. Dodd.

(Well, Brother David, we are glad we
could send you the messages of comfort
through the columns of the M. C. You will
find the devil back in the U.S.A, as well
as Japan, and let’s all take the Sword of
the Spirit and fight him.—D.A.8))

HARTLEY—Some of our readers may
know Sister Zoa Hartley. She lived in In-
dianapolis more than fifty years ago when
we moved to this city. In her last years
she has lived in El Paso, Texas. She re-
cently died at the age of 85 years. She
read the Macedonian Call from its begin-
ning and was in sympathy with it, and sent
u contribution now and then. She was a
good woman.—D, A. S.

DENTONIA, KANSAS—Several of our
nmembers have expressed the belief that the

November meeting accomplished much good

both to the church and in the community,
Besides the regular preaching, Brother
Winford Lee held a half hour study each
night for young folks; that is young folks
were on the front seat, His questioning of
the entire audience, the last night of the
meeting showed that all had been bene-
fited by the study. Winford had several of
there young folks in his vacation Bible
study last summer; and we have reason
to hope that Wilford Landus will have them
in his study in April, November 25 was a
very happy day for us because in the
morning Walter Marihugh, his wife, Mable,
and their son, Edgar Carl, placed member-
ship at Dentonia. In the evening we heard
Winford preach at Beloit. His subject was
the one word “Forward.” We were happy
to meet there with brethren from Beloit,
Concordia, and Green Mound— Henry and
Mildred Van de Rieb. .

KLAMATH FALLS, ORE.— The Bible
Reading here was well attended by the
membership, and though the sort of teach-
ing was new to them, the interest, approval,
und profit that was shown has surely made
them believers in this manner of study.
We reud the gospel of Mark, and the first
twelve chapters of Acts. It is our analytical
study, which we have conducted weekly, a
study of Ephesians, that I like best though
of all manner of work done. I have a smlli
duplicator with which I make complete out-
lines and charts, which arve distributed
among those who study. And we have made
full uxe of the blackboard.—Kenneth Mor-
Ean.,

NEW CASTLE, IND.—The meéting with
the church at Moundsville, W. Va., closed
Nov. 4 with une addition. ‘A young man
n‘ct-ntly dischar after having fought in
Patton’s army In Europe made the deci-
sion to enlist in the great army of the
Lord and was accordingly baptized into the
hady of Christ. The church at Moundsville,
it small and the struggle to survive amidst
modern innovationism has placed a heav
burden on the faithful few. Brother D.
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Gillespie stands firm for the truth and is
an asset to the congregation there. One
of the hindering causes there is that the
church is so isolated from other loyal con-
gregations the membership at large is not
aequainted with faithful preachers and has
in years past used some who endorsed the
digressives. . . . I preached at Asphalt, Ky.,
the nights of Nov. 8- before going to
Palmyra, Ind, where I preached at thh
morning and evening services Nov. 11. I
was then home two weeks before going
to Yale, Ill. to preach there Nov. 25 and
was rivilewd to meet and visit with Bro.
and Sister W. (. Roberts at Hammond, Ill.
the next day. . . . Our meeting at New
Castle, Ind., began Dec. 2 and will con-
tinue through Dec. 16. 1 plan to attend the
one-week singing class in Kansas City and
go from there to St. Louis to attend the
six weck Bible Reading.—Richard Kerr.

MISCELLANEOUS — Sorry that there
has been such delay in Fetting aome bookx
to our patrons. Our uabsence from home
helped do that in part, and it xeems that
freight and expresa are crowded to the
limit, So be ﬁatient. we ask, for we hope
to get everything to you hefore Christmas,
. . . Through the Christmuas vacation pe-
riod Bro. Roy Hurris will conduet free
singing classes at 26th and Spruce Stx,,
Kansas City, Mo., beginning. Dec. 24. for
u week. Classex conducted ¥both duy and
night. You are invited to attend, but write
immediately to Church of Christ, 26th and
Spruce Sts,, Kansas City 1, Mo., and make
arrangements for room and board. . . , Re-
member: next year we begin our 20th
vear in YOUR service for the Muaster, But
what nbout YOUR service to the Macedo-
nian Cull for helping you? Have you ever
gotten it any new subscribers? We will
send you samples free, to hand to others
to sec “Turn about {s fair pluy,” ta it not.
If any onc has not received bookz he or-
dered, please notify us at once.

PROPOSED BIBLE TEACHING at
Spruce St., in Kansas City, Mo, and Des
Moines, ln.—We gave them a few nights
recently at Spruce of our Bible teaching,
and they wish me to spend a week with
them four times next year. We shall begin
Monday night, Jan. 21 and continue
througﬁ the next Sunday, Jan. 27, Each
night we shall have about an hour and
u half of study of God's word, We shall
ut the analysis of each book on the black-
ﬁomwl as we go along. Bring your Bibles
and notebooks. We shall emphasize espe-
ciully devotion, Christian living and per-
sonal evangeliam. Then in April, July and
October, we =hall have another wcek ut
Spruce. Spruce church has more than two
hundred present cvery Sunday....On the
same trip we sha|l hold a week of such study
first at Des Moines, [a., beginning Sunday,
Jan. 11, runnifg through Sunday, Jan. 20,
We shall be glad 10 meet those brethren
again, as it has been a number of years
since we saw them. There are a number
of preachers now engaged in this Bible
study. How many churches will have a
regular study of u week ubout every three
months, and keep it up. 1 repedt what [
have said before: Thia system does not
wear people out, and if ¥erﬂintemly on-
gaged in, would give EVERY ONE IN THE
CHURCH A CHANCE TO GO THROUGH
THE ENTIRE BIBLE ABOUT EVERY
THREE YEARS under those who have
made that a apecial study. Thiz would par-
cel the “Protracted Bible Readings” out
so that EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND
CHILD in the Church would have a chance
at them, without extra expense except car-
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fare, of the preacher, and without wearing
themselves out. But remember—it's per
nistence that counts. The thing the devil
hates is the Word of God, and the only
way to defeat him is to train ourselves so
!horough‘lf with it that we ecan hit him
again and again and again and again and
again and again—until our death! or his
flight—D. A Sommer.

THE WRITING of this report finds me
in Topeka, in the midst of another meet-
ing for this congregation. 1 apent, what
1 believe to be, tgree profitable months in
Colorado, working with three congregations

_there. The attitude of the brethren in Col-

orado is “lets get to work,” and to prove
this they are uniting in a closer bond of
cooperation than ever before used in that
atate. [ believe that the work will grow, in
the next few years, in atrides that the
brethren there could hardly have thought
of twe or three years ago. . . . Nov. 11,
whs # high point in the history of the church
in Topeka, prior to that date our largest
attendance for Lowd’s day morning was
63, but on that day we had u total of 148
with a contribution of $102.00. Wv¢ were
well pleased with this us it was just about
a year ago that the church moved into
its present location and bhegan u definite
plun of work. On Nov. 11, there were rep-
resentatives of 7 congregations here. nbout
G0 of that number from 26th and Spruce
m K. C. Three speakers were on the morn-
ing progrum—C. . Teightmeyer, elder and
evangelist from 26th and Spruce congrega-
tion K. C., Evang. Roy Harrix and myself.
In the afternoon the radio personnel of the
“Churches of Chriat Broadeast™ gave a fac-
ximile program for us. This showed to all
present the manner, personnel. and work
involved in such n preduction. I believe it
has stimulated inlegest in the program. The
following Lord's Duy Nov. 1B, ave set a
high for evening attendance when we had
681 present. The neighboring congregation,
Stull, dismissed their services tgm night
nnd ‘were with us in full strength. Thus far
in our mecoting our attendance has heen
fuir. never what we have liked. We have
had one baptism. My work with Topeka
extends throughout 1946, as | will be here
6 months of the vear, spending the reat
of my time in Northern Kansax and South-
ern Nebraska.—F. Wilford Landes, 2122 E.
iith St. Topekn, Kansas.

Outside of what? Just what in “outside

‘influence”?  Is it something outside of the

wdrd of -God which causes belief in a su-
preme Being? Ix it what one can ree all
around us, “the carth and all that therein
ix"? If o, the Book, called the Bible, gives
the record of ull crcation. But God has
givun commands to those who believe there
is 0 God, and who desire to live heyond this
earth-life. “If a man dic shall he live
ngain?" Does he, who believes, from ever-
present ovidence of a super Power, helieve
there is, will be, a resurrection of the dead?
“Faith, holief in God, without effort, of the
heliever, to attain a part in the resurrection
of the just,” will profit him nothing in the
morning of the resurrectio“when we “stand
before the judgment seat of Christ” because
the Just are living by faith and faith is
manifeated by obedience. James, one of the
Lord's inapired apostlex, knew that when he
=aid, Show me your faith without works and
I will show thee my faith by my works,
James 2:14, 20.—Mrs, Laura W, Goodin.



OUR PLANS FOR 18468

The Macedonian Call hopes to have more
reading matter for this coming year, The
shortage of paper eliminates the irregular
12 pln? ‘pa lr, but l:. hope to give bo“:
equa Y giving & page ar abou
030ry other three month, wﬁi.c is the
heat we can do.

We hope to continue the many reports
of work and the interesting and ng
clippings often taken from private busi-
ness letters, A siater said recently that so
many preachers talk “so far away.” May
be they say many good things, but they
do not make application to aent condi-
tions, You know that the publisher in his

reaching and writing not only lays down

iblical principles but makes application to
conditions as they are now in the world
and Church, And we shall continue to do
the same. An example of this is the Mod-
ernism which we are lashing forth at, be-
cause we believe it THE GREAT enemy
we have to fight, It has its birth in the
theological schools which we have been op-
posing a0 long. The ?ubllaher predicts that
the next 25 years will be the most eritieal,
religiously, In the history of the United
Staten. When this Modernism gets in ita
full work, the American people will be In
R very low state, for no human philosophy
(modernjsm is nothing clse), ever has or
ever will lift up the masses of ple.
When it reachea the bottom, THEN there
will begin a period of religious controversy
such as America never saw before. We
helieve that the time is coming ripe for
the true Church of Christ to come fo ,
like David, to pick up the banner of Jesus
Chrigt in places the denominations have
thrown it down. We ho‘m to keep you posted
in the Macedonian Call concerning develop-
ments of these momentous events, You must
not miss them. . )

We hope to have much exhortation, too,
in ita columna, which we hope will appeal
to the heart of all who read.

ALL the brethren need to be alert to
the maneuvers of the devil, for we wish
no “sneak attacks” llke at Pearl Harbor.
Therefore, we think thut our many. readers
who commend the paper so highly, will not
be selfish by failing to scatter these helpful
teachings and exhortationa, but will GET
CILUBS IN YOUR CONGREGATION. We
helieve it will help make the congregation
stronger. We will send you free samples to
hand to those who are not uainted with
our plen. And what better gift could you
now make to friends you love, than a sub-
sceription to the paper for this coming
year. Kindly, courteously and intelligently,
we hope to help the readers to the higher
and hetter life. How much will you help
us to (o this?

MANY OF YOU have been reading re-
contly of the woman in Illinois who sued
_the achool board, or at least tried to atop
it, from permitting children to leave their
school rtudies and go to churches to re-
ceive religloua inatruction, She is an athelst.
It created quite a atir. Well, suppose you
were confronted by an athelst who de-
manded that you prove to him that there
is a God,—oould you give a reason for your
hope? Better think about it, for you may
come acrosa one some day. Or, perhaps,
they believe in God, but do not helieve in
the Biblo as the Word of God—can you
rhow auch a one that the Bible is Divine?
Better learn the tricka of Satan or he may
down you, The book Church of Christ has a
number of T a which were written for the
purpose of helping you answer such people.

r

MACEDONIAN CALL
]. Edgar Hoover Speaks

In a current issue of The Union Signal,
Mv. J. Edgar Hoover, director of the FBI,
statea: “! am sure you will agree that
delinquent and thoughtless parents are an-
other problem facing us today. Some are
victima of circumstances, but others, by
their disregard of parental responsibilities
and their frenzled chase after the extra
pleasures of dollars available in these ex-
traordinary times, forget the most sacred
daty of all—that of rearing their children
us self-respecting, law-ablding citizens who
truly are worthy of the name American.

“The facts aré stark and revealing, and
possibly hold the key to this sad situa-
tion. Time and time again, children have
admitted that they did not consider their
fathers as representatives of honorable
manhood, or that they were ashamed of
them; and some even have said that they
were ashamed of their mothers,

“What is needed above all else is more
enlightened parents, to create better homes
and to take care of their children. Keep
boys and girls from becoming criminals
when they are young, and you can keep
moat of them from becoming criminals
later.

“Last year the number of persons under
voting age who were ;’eated and finger-
printed reached alarming proportions. To-
day, the situation iz worse. The tragedy
revealed by our latest survey is found in
the fact that the arreats of boys and girls
17 yeara of age increased 17.7 per cent.

“In reviewing further the trends for the
past six months, we find an 89 per cent
increase in the arrests of girls for offenses
againat common decency. These girls are
the future mothers of America. It is tragic
that so many lives are ruined which could
be useful, simply because the right in-
fluences were not present at the right
time,"—Selected. ‘

AMERICA'S NO. 1 POST-WAR
PROBLEM II
(Continued from Page 8{1
Every American has a reaponsibility in the
days ahead to see that this great country
rises to & higher moral and religious stand-
ard. So see that it doesn’t degrade into

" moral rottenness and into spiritual decay,
such ar zome of the countries of Europe
did, and consequently do not exiat as. 3’

nation today!

The religion of Jesus Christ ia a religion
that “purifies the soul, lifts a person up
on a higher plane, promotea a good con-
science In this life and a hope in life
to come.” .«

A Religion that does not accomplish that
isn’t the religion that Christ taught, nei-
ther ia it patterned after the Word of
Truth. Thus it naturally falls into the cute-
gory of “vain worship” which the Savior
spoke about in Matt. 15:8—"In vain they
do worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men,”

.The Churches of Chriat exist on earth
for\ one purpose . . . to lead men back
to God. Thoy are asimple in their devotion
to God, and humble and contrite in their
denire to keup allve the ideals to the
Suvior. May the Lord bless you and your
loved ones ia our concluding prayer.—(Ra-
dio Speech by Winford Les.).

] Decomber, 194
: Don't Worship Men

It is natural for us to think well of -those
who maeke great sacrifices for the Lord,
and accomplish much. But practically every
one has his faults, We think much of Alex.
ander Campbell, but he had his weaknease;
the same as others, and some of those
weaknesses resulted in much evil to the
cause of Christ. In Disciplina, a quarterly
published by the Christian Church people
of Culver-Stockton College, Canton, Mo., we
huve a reprint in the October issue of ;
contemporary impression of Mr. Campbel
made by one W, C, Howells in “Recollec-
tions of Life in Ohio 1813-1840.” The parn.
graph says:

Mr. Howells says “Whatever the opin-
ion of the people with whom Mr. Camp.
bell came in contact away from home
may have had of him, at home and among
his neighbors he was regarded as greatly
disposed to lord it over his poor and de.
pendent friends.” Howells found that he
“had little natural sympathy with those
who had not or could not acquire a world-
ly competence.” However, his manner wa:
amiable and socially he was always ac.
cessible to the man who understood the
conversational art of listening, especially
it that man liked to hear Mr, Campbhell
talked of.”

" The publisher of the M. C. visited Mr.
Campbell’s home in Bethany, W. Va., many
vears ago, which is a sort of shrine. His
daughter, Mrs. Barclay, dressed in the gar-
ments of long ago, showed us around. In
one room she called attention to the paper
on the wall which depicted scenes from
Homer's lliad. The wall pdper was im-
ported by Mr. Campbell from France (1
think), and the only other place in the
United States which had the same paper
was Thomas Jefferson’s home at Monticello.
There must have been a good deal of pride,
to spend much good money for those scenes

* of ancient Grecian mythology.

Mr, Campbell wanted the people in gen-
oral to know that his movement believed
much in education, and so he founded Beth-
any College, and by that act, which I con-
sider was prompted somewhat by pride, he
sowed the seeds of discord and apostasy in
the brotherhood. The preachera went out
from hia college, and pushed the elders into

* the background, and established the digres-

sive movement which ia now known as the
Christian Church. Had he emphasizsed the
Eldership more, and educated preachers
less, and had he tried to impreas on the
mind of EVERY preacher that it was his
business to commit what he knew to “faith-
ful men who shall be able to temch others
also,” (see 2 Tim. 2:2), this religiow
movement might have still been largely in
harmony with the Word of God, as it war
when it started. Read on fromt page in
this paper an article-titled, “Moderniam in
the Christian Church?” from a Christian
Church writer concerning the saddening
condition of the large part of the move
ment, through the Moderniam which is now
advocated in Bethany and other colleges
which aprang from it.

Follow men ONLY when they follow
Christ. That is the moral we get from this
atory.






