Yalume 19

MR. WORLD AND MISS CHURCH-MEMBER

They Court and Marry, But—

The Church and the World walked far apart

On the changing shores of time;
The World was singing a giddy song,
And the church a hymn sublime.

“Come, give me your hand,” said the merry World,

“And walk with me this way.”

But the good Church hid her anowy hands,
And solemnly answered “Nay;

I will not give you my hand at all,
And I will not walk with you.

Your way is the way that leads to deuth,
Your words are all untrue.”

“Nay, walk with me but a little apace,”
Said the World with a kindly air;
“The road I walk is a pleasant road,
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The Church looked down at her plain white robes,
And then at the dlnlinf World,

And blushed as she saw his handsome lip
With a smile contemptuous curled.

“I will change m

dress for a coatlier one,”

Said the Church, with a smile of grace;
Then her pure white gnrments drifted away.
And the World gave, in their place,
Beautiful satins and shining silks,
Roses and gems and costly pearls;
While over her forehead her bright hair fell,
Criaped in a thousand curls,

“Your house s too plain,” said the proud old World,

“I'll build you

one like mine;

Carpets of brussels and curtains of lace,
And furniture ever so fine,”

So he built her a costly and beautiful house,
Most splendid it was to behold;

Her aons and her beautiful daughters dwolt there,
Gleaming in purple and gold;

Rich faira and shows in the halls were held,

And the sun shines always there.

Your path is thorny and rough and rude, ¥

But mine is broad and plain;

My way is paved with flowers and dews,

And yours with tears and pain,
The sky to me ‘is always blue,
No want, no toil I know;

The sky above you is always dark,

Your lot is a lot of woe;

There’s room enough for Jyou and me -

To travel side by side.

Half shyly the Church approached the World,

And gave him her hand of snow;

And the old World grasped It and walked along,

Saying in accents low:

“Your dress is too simple to suit my taste;

I will give you pearls to wear,

Rich velvets and silks for your graceful form,

And diamonds to deck your hair.”
!

Worldliness

Let us determine first of all what the
attitude of the Apoatle John was toward
the sinful things of this world. Hear him,
“Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in
him.” (1 John 2:15.) n

Now let us notice what James’ position

is regarding this matter, “Pure rallgion\

and undefiled before God and the Father ia
this, to visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction, and to keep himself un-
wpotted from the world.” (James 1:27.)
Now Paul, what do you have to say?
“] beseech you therefore, brethron, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.
which is your reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world.” (Rom. 12:
1-2.) We are further told that to walk
worthy of the name Christlan, one must
be willing to deny himself of all things
which even have the appearance of evil, 1
Thess. 5:22. And Christ declares, “If any
man will come after me let him deny him-
self. and take up his ecross daily, and follow
me.” (Luke 9:23.) Thus from these verses

And the World and his children were there.

Laughter and music and feasts were heard
In the place that was meant for prayer.
There were cushioned pews for the rich and the gay,

To sit th their pomp and pride;
But the poor, who were clad in shabhy array,
Sat meekly down outside.

“You give too much to the poor,” said the World,
“Far more than you ought to do;

If they are in nced of shelter and foed,
Why need it trouble you? '

Go, take your money and buy rich robes,

Buy autos and furniture fine;

Buy pearls and jewels and dainty food;

Buy the rarest and costlivst wine.

My children they dote on all these things,

And if you their love would win,

You must do as they do, and walk in the ways

That they nre walking in.”

{Concluded on Page 2)
of scripture as well as a great number
more that are found in God's eternal truth,
it must be readily admitted that our life
in Heaven's view must be pure and above
reproach.

It is sald that a man was once looking
in a store window and noticed a key which
was suspended in the air, halfway between
the floor and celling. Upon investigating
he discovered that a large magnet was
attnched to the ceiling which was drawing
the key, but that it could only be drawn
halfway because a thread was tied to the
key and fartened to the floor. And you
know, there are srome thurch members who
arc Juat like that key. They are tled to
somoething in the world which prevents them
from belng drawn all the way to Christ.
Some are tled to the worldly pursult of
the dance, others to the ungodliness of
gambling. Many are held alave to the de-
moralizing filthy habit of drink. Card play-
ing has shackled its share of degenerates
and there {s always that claas who profanc
the name of Jehovah in their blasphemous,
vulgar talk, Among many other thing=
which T am unable to understand {s this
practice of supposedly intelligent human

beings who revel in the habit of using the
name of the Lord in vain with every breath
that they take. So uselesa, so ridicalous and
so0 senseless, and yet many scem to pride
themselves in the use of this soul-damning
language.

Along the lines of worldlincas we again
enll to witneas the Apostle Paul who enu-
merates many of the sina that shall keep
one from inheriting the kingdom of God.
He says, “This I say then, walk in the
apirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of
the flesh. For the fieash lusteth against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:
and these are contrary the one to the other:
so that ye cannot do the thinga that ye
would . . . now the works of the flesh are
manifeat, which are these: Adultery, forni-
cation, uncleanliness, lasciviousness, idol-
atry, witcheraft, hatred, variance, emula-
tions, wrath, atrife, seditions, heveaies, en-
vyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and
auch like: of the which I tell you before, aa
T have also told you in time past. that they
which do such thinga shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.”. (Gal. 5:16-21.)

Did vou notice that drunkenness {a enu-
merated by the apostle as one of the things
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Then the Church held faat the atrings of her purse,
And modesatly lowered her head,

And ahe:rorod: “Without doubt you are right, air,
Henceforth I will do as you've said.”

So the poor were turned from her door in scorn,
And she heard not the orphan’s cry;

But she drew her beautiful robes aaide,
As the widows went weeping by.

Then the sons of the World and the sona of the

Church
Walked closely hand and heart;
And only the Master, who knoweth all,
Could tell the two apart.

Then the Church sat down at her ease, and said:
“I am rich and my goods increase;

I have need of nothing, or aught to do
But to laugh and dance and feast.”

The aly World heard, and he laughed in his sleeve,
And mockinr, said, aside:

“The Church is fallen, the beautiful Church,
And her shame is her boast and pride.”

The angel drew near to the mercy-seat,
And whispered in sighs her name;

Then the loud anthems of rapture were hushed,
And heads were covered with shame,

And a voice was heard at laat by the Church,
From Him who sat on the throne:

“I know thy works, and how thou hast aaid,
‘T am rich;’ and hast not known

That thou art naked and poor and blind, «
And wretched before my face; 7

Thence I from my presence cast thee out,

“THE FIRST CHURGH"--How Sinple!

“With the heart man belisveth unto.righteocusness,
and with the mouth confession iz made unto salva-
tion (Rom. 10:10). *“R: t and be baptined every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for [imto) the

of sime™ (Acta 2:38). “Buried with him
[Christ] by baptiam (Rom. 8:4). )

“The disciples were. called Christiana first at
Antioch” (Acta 11:26). “Churches of Christ salute
you {Rom. 16:18). “Church of God” (1 Cor. 1:2).

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship unrtmn contribution],
and in breaking of bread [Lord’s Supper] and in
p ra” (Acts 2:42), king to yourselves in

ms and hymns and spiritual songa” (Eph. 5:10).
Upon the first day of the week, the disciples came
together to break bread” (Acts 20:7).

“Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lovd
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). “Love not
the world, neither the things that are in the world”
(1 John 2:15).

“1 fear, lest by any means, as the serpent be-
guiled Eve through his subtilty [craftiness] so your
minds should be corrughd from the aimplicity that
iz in Christ (2 Cor, 11:3).

NOTE—If intereated in ‘““The First Church,” get
in touch with name stamped or printed below. This
lcaflet 60 for $1.00 (bill at our riak), to help scatter
it free to others.—D. A. Sommer, 918 Congress Ave,
Indianapolis 8, Ind.
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And blot thy name from its place.”

Oh! erring Church, from the tompter's side flee,

Put on thy garments of white;

With meekness and truth, with faith, hope and love,

Walk again in the fullness of light.

—Author Unknown.
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that will keep a -person from inheriting the
kingdom?  One of the chief lieutsnants ‘of
Satan’s cause, which has wrecked thore
nations, caused the downfall of more em-
pires, instigated more hloodshed, heartache,
blighted homes and ruined more lives than
any other one thing ia the damnable liquor
trafic. John Barleycorn lurks in road-
houses, restaurants, drug stores and many
other places too numerous to mention. He
sneaks around army camps, decoys young
boys sfid girls on along the flaming road
to hell, wreckas the political and economic
machines of nations, and ateers the good
ship of atate headlong into the rocks of
crime and disaster. It has been well said
that it in the cup of the devil. What does
God have to say on the subject? Liaten,
“Wine is a mocker, atrong drink is raging;
and whoscever 13 deceived thereby is not
wise.,” (Prov. 20:1) “Who hath woe?

who hath sorrow? who hath contentiona?
who hath babbling? who hath wounds with-
out cause? who hath redneas of eyes? They
that tarry long at the wine: they that go
to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon
the wine when its red, when it giveth its
color in the cup, when it moveth itaelf
aright. At the laat it biteth like a serpent,
and stingeth like an adder.”
32.)

But here is a fellow that says, “I dont
ses any harm in keeping a little around
and giving your neighbor a drink, whether
you drink it yourself or not.® But liaten
to the words of God, "Woe unto him that
giveth his neighbor drink, that puttest thy
bottle to him, and makest him drunken
also.” .(Hab. 2:18.) Someone else pipes up
with this bit of reaszoning, “I drink a little
wine, and it doesn’t hurt anyone but me.”
Let ua now hear the words of Paul, “It is
good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine,
nor anything whereby thy brother stum-
bleth, or is offended or iz made woak.”
(Rom. 14:21.) And there are yet others
who contend that it is alright to drink
whiskey just so long as they do not get
drunk; but, friends, do not he deceived by
that statement, because there in not & word
of truth In it. In I Cor. 10:31 we find thia
reading, “Whether therefore ye sat, or
drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.™ You can't take even one
little dram to the glory of God, and no
one knows that 30 well as the perzon who
drinks it. Doctor Charlesa Mayo at one
time made this statement, “You can get
along with a wooden leg, but you can't get
along with a wooden head. In order that

{Prov. 23:20. .

your brain may be kept clear, you muat
keep your body fit and well. That cannot
be done if one drinks liquor.”—Radio talk
by Harold Shasteen, Des Moines, Ia.

(Concluded next month)

W ' (]
Dirty Bully

The president of the Federal Council of
the Churches of Christ in America, in his
lutest book, called the God clearly revealed
to us in the Scripture a “dirty bully™!
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, in his volume
ontitled, “Preaching in a Revolutionary
Age,” Wwhich iz the Lyman Beecher Lectures
on Preaching, delivered in 1344 to the stu-
denta of Yale Divinity School, reveals how
far he haa departed from the view of God
given in the Bible. The Federal Council
of the Churches of Christ in America re-
vealed ita departure from the faith as
clearly as anything by its exaltation and
honoring of thia Methodiat bishop who takea
izssue with the truth of God’s holy Word,

These matters concern every Christian.
They concern everyone who believes the
Bible. God's Word has specific commands
which Hiz people must face in the presence
of such attacka upon the Scripture.

Dr. Oxnam’s statement ia as follows:

“Hugh Walpole, in Wintaramoon, tells of
a father and son at church. The aged rector
read from the Old Testament, and the boy
learned of the terrible God who sent plagues
upon the people and created flery serpents
to asaault them. That night, when the
futher passed the boy's bedroom, the boy
called him, put hia arms around his father's
neck, and, drawing him close, said, ‘Father,
you hate Jehovah. So do 1. I loathe him,
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dirty bully!’ We have long since rejected
a conception of reconciliation associated
historically with an ideal of a Deity that ia
loathesome. God, for us, cannot be thought
of as an angry, awful, avenging Being who
because of Adam’s ain must have his Shy-
lockian pound of flesh. No wonder the hon-
est boy in justifiable repugnance could say,
“Dirty bully’.” (p. 79.)

This ought to shock every Christian. How
about this' matter of Adam's sin and
original sin?! It is the very foundation
of the Biblical doctrine of sin. Paul tells
us in Romans 5:12, 17-19: “By one man
sin entered into the world, and death by

sin; and so death passed upon all men, .

for that all have sinned. . . . By one man’s
offense death reigned. . . . Therefore as by
the offense of one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation. .. . By one man's
disobedience many were made sinners.”

“The wages of sin is death.” Think of
Dr. Oxnam’s picturing God as Shylockian!
As to His being angry, “The wrath of God
is revealed from heaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18).
Az to His being awful, “It iz a fearful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God”
(Heb, 10:31). As to His heing avenging.
“Vengeance is mine,” He declares, “1 will
repay” (Rom. 12:19), Consider such a
verse as John 2:36, “He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting /life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life:
but the wrath of God [the anger of God]
abideth on him.” The reason man needs
a redeemer, the reason he must be recon-
ciled, ia that he iz at enmity with God.
Think of Dr. Oxnam, a bizhop in the Meth-
odist Church, telling us that we have long
since rejected a conception of reconciliation
associated historically with an idea of a
Deity that is loathsome! Of course, the
natural mind loathes auch a God of wrath.
It ia because the Christian Church has be-
lieved in the historical record which pre-
sents to us A God who is mngry, a God
whose law has been flouted, that men are
ready to proclaim the offer of reconciliation
which God Himaself has made through Jesus
Christ. Think of a Methodist bishop’s
speaking of the God of Adam as a “dirty
hully”! This is near to blasphemy!—Chris-
tian Beacon.

No Hope For America Without a
Great Change

Read closely the preceding article on,
“Dirty Bully.” It is shocking. No wonder
the editor of Christian Beacon says, “It is
near to blasphemy.”"

You know what the “Federal Council of
Churches of Christ” is. It {s the organiza-
tion which includes most of the praminent
Protestant  denominations, aggregating
about 25,000,000 people in all. The “min-
isterinl aasociations” in your town are gen-
erally part of thiz overhead organization.
The Federal councid iz trying to be in the
Protestant world what the Catholic hier-
archy iz in the Catholic world. This Council
has tried to put off the air all speakera
not endorzed by them, but haa had consid-
crable trouble in these domineering efforts.

The heads of this Federal Council are
generally rank moderniata, as the clipping
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shove shows that the president is, Mil-
lions of Protestants whose churches are in
this organization do not realize what they
are endorsing, and when they learn they
will break loose. But it will take a fight,
for these modernists are making a strong
effort to overthrow the historic faith of
Christians, The very doctrine of punish-
ment for sin in the next world is the doe-
trine above all others which will deter to
the evils of this world; and you see that
the Federal Council is thus helping to make
the world worse by making fun of the God
of wrath againat sin. If Protestant
churches generally come to believe this
modernism, they will sink more and more
into—nothing. No wonder Roman Catholi-
cism Is gaining 5o rapidly! The American
Council is a group of churches formed to
oppose the Federal Council and they do
believe the Bible. They number about
1,000,000 people.

But this is the time for the true “First
Church.,” the true Church of Christ, to
come to the fore. Are you ready to do your
part? Then study your Bible more, and
be ready to give a reason for vour hope.
Let us dev/elop every member in every
church so y?mt they can tell WHY they are
what they are religiously.
whole armor of God.” Let your rveligious
neighbors read the article on “Dirty -Bul-
lies.”

Living For God

In America we often neglect the spiritunl
side of our nature, but especially in this
war-torn period do we need the word of
God.

One thing that imanssed me was the
appropriateness of expressing our appre-
ciation and gratitude for the many wonder-
ful blessings God has bestowed upon us
from day unto day (Psalms 34:1). Though
many of us fail to recognite his goodness,
He brings many of his blessings to both the
good and ovil alike,

We are only stewards of God in this
world, and the quality of our stewardship
will be judged in that last day. Therefore,
we should make every effort to have cven
our thoughts acceptable to God.

Solomon gives us much light on the true
sense of values. He placea a good name
(Proverbs 22:1) and wisdom (Proverbs
8:11) nbove rubies and other material
things of this world. The riches of this

\wo'ﬂd are only temporary. Our greatest

desire in our shert walk on earth should

be to walk with God in his eternal truth.
We should seck rather than shun his com-
panionship. Nothing else will give such
complete satisfaction. We can dirchey and
ignore his laws, but we, and not they, are
broken.

Perhaps, no greater faith than Job's can
be found anywhere. He realized that even
as God gives, He also takex away, yet
we should still be able ta say, “Bleased be
the name of the Lord.” (Job 1))

We need not go to some strange land
to commune with God. for He ia alwayn
with us whether we fail or succeed, He
in a friend that sticketh closer than a
brother (Praverba 18:24). Even as he
guidea the fowls of the air in their journey

“Put on the -

across the heaven, so also will He guide
us if we will only put our trust in Him
(Proverhs 3:5). He is our Guiding Light
through life and even as we cross the
valley of the shadow of death, he is near
(Psalms 23).

God’s handiwork can be seen in the
heaven and the earth. American scenea
such as the skies, mountains and plains
reflect His bountiful grace.

We are warned in Proverbs against the
use of strong drink. Anyone who is de-
ceived thereby is not wise. He is only
mocked in his foolishness.

Proper tralning in youth is a very im-
portant thing (Psalma 22:6 and Ecclesiaatea
12:1). If we remember our Creator anil
study his word in the days of our youth,
we will have many wonderful scriptures
and memories to reflect back upon and will
not be a bore to ourselves and others when
we are old and weary of this life.

We should love our enemies and be ready
to extend a helping hand in time of trouble.
Although this is very hard to do, Christ
died on the c¢ross for both his friends and
enemies, which was much harder. In John
16:13, Jesus sald, “Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends.” If we are His friends.
we wilt obey His commandments, one of
which iz to love one another. If we want
friends, we must show ouraelves friendly
(Proverbs 18:24). Yet we should never
scek the companionship of evildoers. We
should alwaya treat the rich and poor alike,
for God is the Creator of both. One who
laughs or mocks the poor will not go un-
punished,

Finally. when the end of our days draws
near, if we have kept His commandments,
our Christian hope will be rewarded with
the glorioua hope of a home of everlasting -
peace and happiness with God and His Son.
—Francis Wilaon, Carrollton, Missouri.

(Bro. Otia Crandell sends this article in,
and informs me that when this young sister
wrote this, she was 16 years old. Other
preachers, elders and other leaders may run
acroas young people who are ine to
expresa themselves by pen, and “if they
think their effort would interest and bencfit
othera, ment .them in. Don't make the ar-
ticles longer thun 2 double type written
pagea. We need the spivitunl “WACS"
and WAVES"” as well as the bigger (?)
soldiers of the Crosa!'—Editor.)

Meditatin’
When Aaron had finished the golden calf,

-und the childeen of Iarael had worshiped it,

they aaid, “Theae be thy gods, O Israel,
which brought thee up out of the land of
Egypt.” Likewise in our own time men
have received from the handa of their teach-
crs corrupted gospels, wherein one may
find little similarity with the true goapel
of Jesus Christ and have accepted them and
hailed these teachers as “great in the king-
dom of God" and have said. “Behold, the
gospel of our aalvation.” And in our own
time men attend the “mervices of religious
inatitutiona which are no more similar to
the true “church of Christ” and they say,
“Behold, how the Chriatinn religion haa
aprerd over the world!” Aa Jesus stood
by the well in Samaria talking to the Sa-



maritan woman, he told her, “You know
not whom you worship!” We fear, sadly,
that such will be the judgment of Christ on
many that “have so soon turned from him
who has called them into the grace of
Christ unto another gospel, which is not
another, but some have troubled them, per-
verting the gospel of Christ.” (Paraphrase
of Gal. 1:6.) How long will Bible reading
people receive themselves? Know they not,
“In vain do they worship him, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men.” Is
it not true, so long as men teach and prac-
tice a Feligion that has been corrupted, that
they deceive themselves when they call
themselves Christians, as the Israeclites de-
ceived themselves when they sald. of the
golden calf, “Thy gods, O Israel, that
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.”

To the Pharisees Jesus said, “Full well
you reject the commandment of God, that
ve may keep your own tradition.” He
would say the same to the man of today
who also places his faith in the traditions,
and the precepts, of men. For inatance
there are many who teach, directly econ-
trary to God's word, that it is not necessary
to be baptized to be saved. Jesus said
plainly, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved.” And many other lke
examples may be’ found, but we mention
only that denorninationalism itself is a
tradition making of none effect the teach-
ings of the scriptures concerning unity of
church., Men say, “One church is as good
as another.” Nevertheless the Holy Spirit
says by the apostle, “For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body.” God's
will in that all shall be perfectly joined
together.

It is not so much a matter of our de-
fending the truth, for the truth is able
to take care of itaelf, but we should be
intereated in having the truth as a weapon
to defend ourselves. When Isreal was fleeing
from Egypt the pursuing hosts of Pharaoh
were suddenly struck by the hand of God.
It was God that the Egyptians feared, not
Israel, for they cried in dismay, “Let us
fice from the face of Israel; for the Lord
fighteth for them against the Egyptians.”
“Wherefore take unto you the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand.”—Kenneth Morgan.

“Each One Teach One"

One of the most remarkable nnd useful
inventions ever made has been put forth
by a missionary in the Phllippines, Dr.
Frank C. Lauback. This is brought forth
in an article in the Reader’s Digest of
several months ago, by J. P. McEvoy. He
is causing millions of illiterates to learn
to read in just a very little while. He s
passing from one country to another, and
starting the work on its glorious way. Re-
ferring to one example of using an old
woman before an audience and getting her,
to her surprise, to unravel the mysteries of
reading in a few minutes, the article says:

“Now you can read any word that ia
made up of those same little parts (syll-
ablea),” Dr. Laubach told her. “But
before you take your second leason to-
morrow night vyou must find someone
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else who cannot read and teach her what
you have just learned. °‘Each one teach
oned’— in that way you will give some-
one else the happiness you mow feel; and
you wiil never forget your lesaom, be-
cause the best way to learn anything is
to teach it.”

“Each one teach one"—the secret of
Laubach’s phenomenal success— was a
leason he learned in turn from another
illiterate, a Moro chieftain in the Philip-
pines. Laubach went there in 1915 as a
missionary and Dean of Union College
and Seminary in Manila; five years later
he found himself in the wilds of Mindanao
teaching the ferocious Moros to read.
Then Laubach’s funds dried up.

“When I told the local chieftain the
work would have to stop,” says Laubach,
“he shouted: ‘This campaign shall not
stop for lack of money. Everybody who
learna has got to teach. If he doean't
I'll kil him! And so in our darkest
hour,” continued Laubach, “this fierce,
brilliant-eyed chieftain invented . the
method of ‘each one teach one' which has
since gone round the world.”

When the editor of the M, C. read that,
~jamped to his feet and paced the floor,
ving to himself, “That is exactly Paul's

method. That is exactly the method of the™

New Testament, to get the gospel before
the world— ‘Each one teach one.’ When
the early disciples were scattered, they
went everywhere preaching the word—each
one teaching one. And concerning preach-
ers, Paul commanded each preacher to de-
velop teachera in the church. And Peter
commanded each disciple to be able to “give
a reason of his hope.” And that is exactly
the method which this_paper has been try-
ing to advance for years,

T tell you, brethren, we are surely on the
right track. Half the human race (one
billlon people), i= unable to read, and with
all our sclentific methods we have not in
centuries been able to dispel this ignorance.
Yet here s a simple method, separate from
all the schools and universities which bids
fair to accomplish the gigantle task in a
little while. Two things make this =0
auccessful: first, the simple method; second,
that each one must teach one.

For two thousahd yeara efforts have been
made to Christianize the world, and more
was done in the first century, than in all
the succeeding centurles. Why? Firat, be-
cause of the simple method given by Christ;
second, because, in general, each Christian
taught what he had learned.

Brethren, here's the chnllem If they
can teach millions to read in a few years,
why can't we teach milllons the goapel in
the same time? Of course, it ia true, these
people wish to learn to read, but gospel sub-
jeeta aré not anxious to save their souls. But
the method holds nevertheless. It is the
simplesat, it is the best, it iz God's. Now it's
up to us to develop the Church of Chriat so
that “each one will teach one.” Brethren,
are you ready? Let’s go.

Twelve Years

In twelve short years Hitler destroyed
Germany and disrupted the whole world.
It seems almost unbelievable that a nation
like Germany eould be no utterly deatroyed
In such a time. The victory cost the United
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States alone ms,ooo 000,000. Twenty-five
million people, we are told, have been killed
in Europe. It seems impoasible to believe,
and yet one man who came to power in Ger-
many in twelve years did it all. He took the
world down into its degpest valley of death
and destruction.

There is a connection between what has
happened in Germany and the treatment
that Germany gave the Word of God. It
was out of Germany that what is spoken of
as present-day modernism in the fleld of
religion came. It was the German higher
critics who first tore the Bible to shreds and
divided it into different documents—J, E, P,
and the like. It was German

.scholarship that led the world in this attack

upon God's Word. England fell for it.
America today is honey-combed with the
denials of the faith that Germany gave the
world., It is only where the Word of the
Lord is preached that there is light and
liberty, and when Germany attacked the
Word of God she reaped the death and
darkneas that God has promised.

That is not all. What has happened to’
Germany is going to happen to the rest of
us and to other nations if they do not get
back to the Word of God. The United
States of America is headed for just such
cataclyam and catastrophe wnless there b
a return to the Word of the living God. .

Twelve years is not a very long time in
the life of a man or a people, but it was
plenty of time in which to wreck a nation.
What will happen to America in the next
twelve years? -Those people who say it
cannot happen need to wake up. Germany
has been defeated not merely becauss she
took the sword (certainly she has perished
by the aword), but her real defeat has come
because she furnished the world with the
greatest attack upon the Scriptures that
has ever been made. The harm that Ger-
many has dome to the world spiritually in
taking away through its higher critics faith
in the Word of God arcund the glebe ia far
greater than that which it has dene to the
world in the destruction of physical life and
property. Untold numbeps of souls of men
have gone to eternal hell because they be-
lieved that Germany was right in her attack
upon the Scriptures.

These aspects of the war and the conflict
that raged in Germany should not be for-
gottan by the Lord's people.—Chriatian

eacon, .

(Continued from Page 8)
A Philosopher Becomes a
Christian

JUSTIN MARTYR—118-145 A, D.

A philosopher walked meditatively in a
field by the aide of the sea, dissatisfied with
what he knew of man's origin, duty and
deatiny. He had often walked in this quiet
place, and thought on these same subjects.
All great men are thoughtful and medi-
gtiwn, for the mystery of life overwhelms

em.

Though not a Jew, he had been born at
Nablous (Sichem) in Palestine, near the
well where Jeaus talked with the woman
of Samaria. Thiz man had tried different
philoscphies, but was still unhappy. Per-
haps he was at this time thinking of his
vain search for truth in human philosophy
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which he afterwards described in these dis-
couraged words:

Being at first deairous of personally
conversing with one of these men [phi-
losophers], I surrendered myself to a
certain Stoic; and having spent a conaid-
erable time with him, when 1 had not ac-
quired any further knowledge of God
(for he did not know himself, and said
such instruction was unnecessary), 1 left
him and betook myself to another, who
was called a Peripatetic, and as HE fan-
cied, shrewd.

And this man, after having entertained
me for the firat few days, requested me
to settle the fee, in order that our inter-
course might not be unprofitable. Him,
too, for this reason I abandoned, believ-
ing him to be no philosopher at all.

But when my soul was eagerly de-
gsirous to hear the peculiar and choice
philosophy, I came to a Pythagorean, very
celebrated—a man who thought much of
his own wisdom. And then, when I had
an interview with him, willing to be-
come his hearer and disciple, he said,
“What then? Are you acquainted with
musie, astronomy and geometry? Do
you expect to percolve any of those things
which conduce to a happy life, if you have
not been first informed on those points
which wean the soul from senaibie objects,
and render it fitted for objects which ap-
pertain to the mind, &0 that it can con-
template that which is honorable in its
cssence and that which is good in its
essence!”

Having commended many of these
branches of learning, and telling me that
they were necessary, he dismissed me when
I confessed to him my ignorance. Accord-
ingly I took it rather impatiently, as
was to be expected when I failed in my
hope, the more 30 because I deemed the
man had some knowledge; but reftecting
again on the apace of time during which
I would have to linger over thoac
branches of learning, I was not able to
endure longer procrastination,

In my helpless condition it occurred to
me to have a meeting with the Platonists,
for their fame was great. I thereupon
apent as much of my time as poasible
with one who had lately settled in our
city—a sagaclous man, holding a high
position among the Platonists—and I pro-
gressed, and made the greatest improve-
ments daily. And the perception of im-
material things  quite overpowered mo
and the contemplation of ideas fumlsheé\
my mind with wings, so that in a little
while I supposed that T had become wise;
and such was my stupidity, I expected
forthwith to look upon God, for this is
the end of Plato’s philosophy.—(Dialegue
with Trypho, Ch. 2.)

With thia unsatisfied desaire for eternal
truth satill in his mind, our philosopher was
walking .in hia fleld, ns we have aaid, still
thinking and thinking, when he chanced to
see another man. walking in this same quiet
retreat. This man, too, seemed to be of &
meditative mind, and had studied the deep
things of life. He was in short a Christian.
And by his knowledge and wiadom in eter-
nal things, he led Justin (for that is the
name of the philasopher) to acknowledge
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Jesus in the course of time. He became a
Christian, but continued to wear the philoa-
opher’s garb as a token that he had found
the true philosophy.

Justin wrote Two Apologies for the
Christian religion to try to appesse the
educated class toward Christians. These
Apologies, along with others of his writ-
ings, have come down to us. Justin was
probably the most noted Christian in the
Second Century.

A passage of Justin concerning the wor-
ship of Christians at that time reveals the

simplicity of that worship in contrast to the -

formalism of some churches today. Here
it is:

And this food [the Lord’s Supper] ia
ealled eucharistia [Greek, thankagiving)
of which no one is allowed to partake but
the man who believes that the things
which we teach are true, and who has
been washed with the washing that is for
the remigsion of sins, and unto regencra-
tion, and who is so living as Christ has
enjoined. . . .

On the day called Sunday. all who live
in cities or in the country gather together
to one place;” and the memoirs of the
apostles, or the writings of the prophets,
are read, as long as time permita; then,
whenﬁﬁ reader has ccased. the president
verbally inatructs. and exhortzs to thé
imitation of these good things. Then we
all rise together and pray, and, as we
before said. when our prayver is ended,
bread and wine and water are hrought.
and the president in like manner offers
prayvers and thanksgivings, according to
his ability, and the pcople assent, zaying.
Amen; and there is a distribution to each,
and a participation of that over which
thanks have been given; and those who
are absent a portion is sent hy the
deacons.. And they who are well to do,
and willing, give what cach thinks fit; and
what iz collected iz deposited with the
president, who suecors the orphans and
widows, and those who, through sickness
or any other cauze, are in want, and those
who are in bonds, and the straneci
among ug, and in a word takes care of all
who are in need. But Sunday iz the dny
on which we all holid our common asgem-
hly.—(First Apology, Chapters 06, 87.)
We have emphasized several expressions

which we now notice: .
1. The cxpression “washing that is for
the remisaion of xins” shows that obviously

a sprinkling or pouring was not referred to,
but a dipping which alone could be called
& “washing.”

2. The gospel records were in use at this
time, about 125 A. D,, and not forged later.

3. Sunday was the day when Christians
met for worship, and not Saturday, the
Sabbath, as Sabbatarians say. This was
long before “Constantine changed the Sab-
bath."” as Sabbatarianas like- to mouth it.
Constantine only made Sunday a eivil day
of rest, since it had been a religious day of
worship from the beginning of the Church.
The disciples at Troas came together “on
the first day of the week,” to worship. (See
Aects 20:7.)

4. There is no evidence that “the sermon”
had come into general practice yet, for the
leader “instructs” from the many scriptures
which have been read.

How simple was this worship of the
Christinns about 100 years after the Church
was established! There had already been
many apostasiez, and the addition of water
to the Lord’s Supper shows a little depart-
ure here,

Joseph Bingham, one of the most learned
men the Church of England ever produced,
writes ten large volumes on “Antlquities.,”
published at “Oxford. at the University
Press.” and quotex Justin on the intereating
subjegt of music in the Church;

The author under the name of Justin
Martyr is more cxpress in his determina-
tion, ns to matter of fact, telling us plain-
ly “that the use of singing with inatru-
mental music was not received in the .
Christian Churches, as it was among the
Jews In their Infant atate, but only the
use of plaln song."—Bk. VIII. Ch. 7.
Paragraph 14.

And here is the notice in history of the
triumphant death of thiz noted man:

Justin’s Apology upon these severities
[perrecutions] gave Crezcens an oppor-
tunity of prejudicing the emperor against
the writer of it; upon which Justin and
zix of his companionz were apprehended.
Being commanded, az usual, to deny
their faith, and sacrifice to the pagan
idols, they refused to do either; they
were, therefore, condemned to he'scourged
and then beheaded.- -(Fox's Rook of Mar-
tyrs,)

We thahk thee, Rrother Justin, for thy
fuith and devotion, even unto death, for it
has encouraged thousands through the cen-
turies, .

Preaching, Teaching, Developing, Purifying

“Go into all the World and Preack the Gospel to Every Creature”

—(Mark 16:15. 16.)

“Teaching Them to Obscrve all Things Whatsocver | Have Commanded You"

—(Matt. 28:20.)

“The Same Commit Thou to Faithful Men who shall be Able to Teach Others”

“Pus Away from Among Yourselves that Wicked Person.”

We are printing this isaue considerably
earlier. and hence many of the reports
of work are not in. The publisher begin=
a protracted effort of preaching and Bibhle
drill and study. at Unionville, Mo., July
15, to last three Lord’s Days. 8o it will
he aix or seven weeks bhefore you receive
another paper. Be patient, and that one

—(2 Tim. 2:2.)
—(1 Cor. 5:13.)

will he well filled with reports and good
articles, no doubt,
Moines,

Dex lIowa.—One member was
restored tn fellowship and his wife made
the good confession and will be baptized
next Lord’s Day, We are getting read
for Vacation Bible Study, both at B0t



and University Ave.,, and 2807 Dean Ave.
Church ia g::wlng some, and several mem-
bers have improved in ability to present a
lesson.—C. D. McCay.

Bloomfleld, Ind.—The evening of May
13 marked the conclusion of a very suc-
cesaful meeting conducted Winford Lee,
Viaible results: five additions, three by
baptiam. This was one of the best locally
attended meetings since the Church was
established about five years ago. Meet-
ings in the past have been attended fairly
weﬁ with much help from neighboring con-
gregations, though local attendance was
poor, We believe that the large number
of city visitora was the result of the ex-
tensive persofial work on Brother Lee's
part. Though our meeting is over, plans
were made at the business meeting Sun-
day afterncon to keep working. The new
members are anxious to work and we are
going to kee!) them busy—teach and de-
velop them, in the church, by means of
Bible studies, mid-week meetings, and
women's study just started’ this weck,

.Monthly tract distribution to those show-
- ing the moat interest will go into effect in
June, also we plan a quarterly tract dis-
tribution of the entire city. Neat enve-
lopes are being printed to mail the tracts
in. A visitation program will go into
effect at once. This will he carried out
by the entire memberuhis on a weekly
basis. Visitors who attended the meeting
or showed a apecial interest in the Church
will be called upon firat. An invitation
or small article will accompany the reg-
ular Church announcement in the local
papers. Signs along the highway and
an arrow pointing to the Church from the
main street, will be printed and placed
in the near future.—Ellis Crum, Jr.

. Blackwater, Mo.—Am wmuch pleased
with Testament. Can use it now without
fear of losing leaves. Just through with our
today's Bible study. Only 8 of our usual
9 present. We had Titus 3 and Ezekicl
32, I thank you for the book-mark. Our
Study is 23 years old. It is weekly. My
sister Jane who is 88 has been absent but
T vimes,—Maud Hill.

Altoona, Pa.—When the )proposed book
—“Troublea and Triumphs ‘of the Church
Through 2000 Years” is ready for de-
livery, you have my standing order for
one. The church is badly in need of just
such teaching. Most members have little
or no conception of how the church began,
or its trials among the pagan influences of
that period of time, * * The king-
dom of the clergy is functioning well, and
usurping the dutiea of the divinely desig-
nated leadership.—B. E. Yearick.

A Sister, in Carroliton, Mo.,, Mrs. W. 8.
Crank, sent me the following poem more
than a year ago. Also, [ have seen it
uoted in several of the papers and bulle-
ting. It, too, ia worth memorizing by
parents. Siater Crank referred to my
articles in the M. C,, quoted from the In-
dianapolis News, on Home and Church,
and said, “If more fathers and mothers
would read those and wmeditate over it,
there would be more lambs guided into
the fold.” But here it is:

'TWAS A SHEEP, NOT A LAMB
"Twas a sheep, not a lamb, that went

astray,
In the parable that Jesus told;
"Twas a grown-up sheep that wandered
away
From the nincty and nine in the fold;
And out on the hilltop, and out in the cold,

Sand ad
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'"Twas lh:hup that the Good Shepherd
80 H

And back to the flock and back to the fold

'"Twas a sheep that the Good Shepherd
brought.

Now :lhy should the sheep be so carefully

fed,
And cared for even toda{?
B cause there is danger if they go wrong
They will lead the lambas astray;
The lamba will follow the sheep, you know,
Wherever they wander, wherever they go.

If the sheep go wrong, it will not be long
Till the lambs are as wrong as they;
So still with the sheep must we earnestly

plead,
For the sake of the lambs today;
If the lambs are lost, what a terrible cost
The sheep will have to pay.
—Author Unknown.

There is a great truth in this poem
whether the scripture context has that as
the main idea or not. If a shepherd can
take care of the sheep, they in turn will
look nfter the lambs, Is that not true of
the Church? If we can get fathers and
mnthers who are the God-given shepherds
of lambs, really converted so that they
will bring up their children in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord, we have the
most cffective way in the world, to guide
the lnmbs, Do you know that if the
Church Christ had no additions from
th~ world, yet with the families we gen-
erally have, we would grow strong IF we
could only hold the young people. L-have
often wondered why we do not have, In
Inrger churches, studies for parents, to
show them how better to Fulde their chil-
dren aright. We are try ng to train all
others for thelr work, so w { not specifi-
cally try to train parents for their gi-
gantic task—almost the Tmutest of all?
The Karent.a of young children could get
torether and talk of their problema, and
cach could present what he or she has
learned, and they might help each other
much. Older women who have reared
families could certainly give the younger
women some good advice. Bible studies
conducted by the church will accomplish
little unleas parents are back of it. All
society, including the Churceh, ia built on
the family, and probably nine-tenths of
the moral lessons one carries through life
were imbibed in the home circle. My ex-
perience, observation, and study of present
things as well as past, convince me that
all the preaching, development, driils,
Sunday schooln, vacation Bible studies, boy
rcouts, girl scouts, Christian Endeavor, ete.,
have had little permanent effect on the
rising generstion, BECAUSE the parents
have not dofie thelr duty as God commands
in training their children in the nurture
monition of the Lord. The general
cry of educators, juvenile court judges, de-
nominational leaders, et al,, is that Parents
are largely to blame for the present juvenile
delinouency In our land.

Let’s convert the sheep who guide the
lamba, and a great problem of the Church
will be solved. .

W. Carl Ketcheraside recently preached
three times at New Castle, Ind.,, and de-
lHvered the bacealaureate address Sunday
night in the school gymnasium to ahout
2,260 people. It was well received. He
then came home with this publisher, and
visited till middle of Monday. It war a
pleasure and profit to talk of things per-
taining to the Kingdom. Bro. Turner also
recently stopped a little whilee We are
glad to have any of our preaching brethren

to stop off as the
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through. I lik

to get your view tge-blttle on your pn:
of the battle line. .

How About YOUR Converts ?—A minis.
ter of a Christian Chureh in Ohio, who has
g‘urchned several of the Simplified New

entaments, writes for twelve more, adding:
“I find these testaments: very helpful to
young converts, and am trying to place
one in the hands of EACH one who comes
into the Church under my teaching.” If he
haa by experience found these testaments
HV“Y helpful” to young converts, may we
not learn something from his experience?
Why not preachers, elders and friends in

-general, see that this combination book, or

teatament, Bible dictionary, dictionary, com-
mentary, other translations and analyses,
is In the hands of every young or new mem-
ber? ‘And we believe that every member
will be helped by it. We are having a
greater demand than ever. Price $2.50
sinfle copy, but FIVE for $2.00 each. It
will help much in the analytical study of
the Divine Word. How many do you wish?

WHEN THE LAST WAR ENDS

The bugle call in Germany has died away,
The drone of thousands of bombers has
ceased. The crash of block-busters is no
longer heard. There is no convor of ships
with watchers looking for deadly subma-
rines. The wounded are being brought home
on alr tranaports. Peace is reigning in the
Atlantic. But—ain has not yet been con.
quered, and millions are still doomed to
eternal destruction.

When the bugle's call sinks into silence,
And ttlllnlo long marching columns stand,
stll,
When the captain repeats his last orders,
Andlt.h:{;l captured the last fort and
as :
And the flag has been hauled from the
masthead, :
And the wounded afleld are checked in,
And a world that rejected its Savior
Ia asked for a reason—What then? -
Note—Is it not an appropriate time to
circulate this poetic warning wherever we
have not done so?
We recently had a new supply printed.

Jerseyville, Ill.—Since leaving home on
April 13 T have preached in four school-
houses in Oklahoma. I am now &t Ottaws.
Kans, May 20th. The firat of these meet-
ings was near Lovell, where Bro. Horn
aasiated in getting the cause established in
about 1920, Bro, and Siater F. A, Hall had
come there from Ohio a few years earlier
and immediately began to plan for the
church in that community, Growth has not
been pheriomenal but a faithful group has
continued to meet throughout these years:
among others are the five children of the
Halls with their companiona and several
granchildren (Here, brethren, is an exam-

le, it neems, of this home training we have

n talking about.—Editor,) I have enjoyed
every moment of the three meetings I have
assisted in there. Five were baptized. The
4th week in Oklahoma was with the nine
mombers meeting near Hennessey, a_part
of the group that formerly met at Wau-
komis 25 milea to the north. Bro.
Sieber ia largely responsible for the con-
tinued faithfulness of the cause here. He
and Bro. Hall have been firm in keeph:s
out unsound teachers. They are surround:
by those that advocate the colleges of the
church and the located “miniater.”” Then to
Tahlequah, the home of our Bro. Kenneth
Morgan. Hia father and family have been
meeting with a small group 8 miles out,
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for about one year. There have been lit-
erally dozena of folk baptized in this com-
munity the last forty years, but usually
made no effort to meet unless a preacher
was present. Much of our teaching was
to the church though outside attendance
was good. Everi'body seemed to especially
enjoy the 20 minute study for children
preceding the sermon. With a group aver-
aging near 20, the majority in the 6 to 10
grades in school gave us an opportunity to
frequently -get needed lessons to the old
folk. Classes at the other two ?hees also.
Several came from the strong college church
at Tahlequah, including their preacher.
] am sure they are better acquainted with
our position and why. One was baptized
into Christ. Closed here Lord’s Day morn-
ing and then Bro. Morgan with nine loaded
in hia Dodge pick-up drove over the hills
40 miles to Stillwell near the Arkansas line.
Spoke in afternoon and night to large audi-
ences. Some here also contending against
the inovations of the south. Bro. Kenneth
has held three meetings here.

Will be here, at Ottawa, Kans,, for a week
where I have been requested to present
some lessons on church government and
asnist in some disciplinary matters. Then
home for our Vacation Bible Study. I still
have some time open for meetings this fall
and winter.—L. C, Roberts.

Albuquerque, N. M.—After visiting Fair-
view, near Kirk, Colorado, I preached a
week at St. Francis, Kahsas. A basket
dinner and three services on last Lord’s
Day. I then assisted Eleanor and baby to
Alhuquerque where Ray is stationed. I
have met 4 of the cleven men crew of the
B-29 preparing for Japan invasion. Bro.
Herman Gomer met with me at my hotel
‘room last night. Visited Bro, and Sister
Ratcliff at their home this forenoon and now
this noon I take train for Oakland, Calif,,
where I'll see my daughter, thence north-
wurd to respond to those welcome invita-
tions among the faithful in Oregon and
Wushington. I enjoyed listening to an
Indian vacational Bible school here.—R. O.
Webb, Secor, Il

GOOD SUMMER REKDING—“The
Drama of World Empires,” or “The Man
on a Horse.” It gives you a running his.
tory of the great cmpires mentioned so
many times in the Bible. It would make
the Bible clearer to you, to read this book
several times, and try to get well fixed in
vour mind about when the empires began
and ended. The Old Testament will be
made plainer. It has some rough maps,
too, which will help, and some rough pic-
tures of the animals which Daniel saw in
hix* viaiona, which will help you better to
remember those important prophecies. <
Price BO cents. )

SALEM, Mo.—Clored a two weeks meet-
ing with Church meeting at Lewis, Kansas,
May 13th. Had a fine meeting and good
intereat. Baptized two finc voung people
who had been sprinkled by the Congrega-
tionaliats and one lady who had heen a
member of the United Brethren. No other
nilditions, Promised them another meeting
if time and opportunity affords. Brother
Rohert Brumback is to be there next year.

From Lewis I -went to Carroliton, Mis-
souri, for three weeks of development work.
Theve T taught a Vacation Hible Study, song
director’s claas and song development for
the church. Preached on Lord’s Days. Ban-
tized three members of my Vacation Bible
Study Class, cvery one of them fine and
cutstanding young people, On the last
Lovd's Day of my work there a special
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business meeting was called and at théir
uest I outlined a program of work for
1846 and 1947, The 1946 program called
for four weeks of intense development work
Erior to a meeting to be conducted by
vangelist C. R. Turner. This four weeks
will include a two weeks Bible Reading
followed by a two weeks Vacation Bible
Study. Classes will also be arranged for
public speaking development and other
phases of church work. Song development
will also be stressed. Plans have been dis-
cussed for a building program which would
remodel the present meeting place so as
to provide ample classroom gaﬂlities. The
19468 program was accepted with the under-
standing that I return to assist them in
the work and remain for Brother Turner's
mecting to direct song and assist him in
an intensive program of rsonal work.
So vou see Carroliton is alive and going
places in the Lord’s work. I am looking
forward to my work there next year. The
1947 program, which called for a winter
Bible Readi of four weeks duration in
addition to the 1946 program was taken
under advisement, They are looking for-
ward to a meeting this August which iz to
be conducted by Brother Roy Harris. Both
he and Brother Turner are held in high
csteem there.—S. Otis Crandell.

HOME 1y WHERE THERE'S ONE TO
LOVE US .

Home’s not merely four square walls,
Through which pictures hung and gilded;
Home is where Affection calls
Filled with shrines the hath
builded!
Home'—go watch the faithful dove,
Sailing 'neath the heaven above us;
Home is where there’s one to love!
Home is where there's one to love us!

Heart

Home's not merely roof and room—
It needs something to endear it:
Home is where the heart can bloom, .
Where there's some kind lip to cheer it!
What is home with none to meet,
Nane to welcome, none to greet us?
Home is sweet—and only sweet—
Where there’s one we love to meet ux!
—Charles Swain.

ST. JOSEPH, MO.—It was a pleasure to
work with the Springfield, Mo., congrega-
tion part of the past winter, conducting
a Bible study and development work. We
ctuelied the historical hooks and Isniah in
the Old Testament. Henry- Boren continued
the study in Romans and Hebrews in the
New. [ am now in St. Joe for a Vacation
Rible Study. and a study for older ones
ench evening. [ am looking forward to the
singing class T am to conduct in Knnsas
City. heginning June 18th.—Roy Harris.

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—The Green Co,
mission meeting was a huge suceess, I am
teaching a Bible Study on Tuesday nights
for them. At present wo are getting ready
for the Vacation Bible Study which starts
Mondny at 9:00. We have covered nearly
R/00 homes in -&4 house-to-house census and
the prospectz lonk good for a reeond at-
tendance. We had 33 out to the Young
Pcoples meeting on Monday night. We fin-
jahed Actz Sth chapter. Our mid-week at-
tondance hag picked up; we have 30 minutes
gong practice and 1 hour Bible Study, I'm
finishing up work at 1. U, this summer and
averything combined keeps me on the run.
The development class iz showing fruit.—
Ed. Uland.

INDIANAPOLIS.—The publizher of the
M. C. and his wife attended services Lord’s
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Day morning, June 10, at Anderson, Ind.,
where Bro. William Hensley is holding a
meeting and doing other religious work,
‘The house was about full. The congrega-
tion is made up mostly of people under
middle age, and has a mind to work. Had
& nice visit with Bro. Hensley talkin% of
things pertaining to the Kingdom, ro
Carl Ketcherside will be there next week-
end, and Lord's Day afternoon deliver a
memorial address for Bro. Chas. H. Samuel,
who was killed in the South Pacific.

MAKING A LOOSE-LEAF HISTORY—
‘The editor of M, C, thinks that we can print
the Troubles and Triumphs of the Church
always on the last page of the paper; and
what run over, print on another page. Bro,
W. Carl Ketcherside sugpests that readers
get a scrap book. and take out each page,
and fasten at top with “Scotch Tape”, so
that if you should wish to use that particu-
lar article, you can easily cut loose, and
use; then paste back again.,

“GO, PREACH.” “BE NOT AFRAID.”
“Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved. hut
he that believeth not shall be damned.”—
Matt. 16:15. .
And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us:
We will not fear. for God hath willed
His truth to triumph thvough us:
The prince of darkness grim,—
We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure,
For lo! his doom iz sure,
One little word shal fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,
No thanks ta them, abideth;

The spirit and the gifts are ours
Through Him who with ua sideth:

Let goods and kindred go.

Thiz mortal life also;

The body they may kill:

God’s truth abideth still, i

Hiz kingdom is for ever.

The Challenge of War

- These young men went away both relue-
tantly and willingly. Where iz the lad tho
ever =0 rude—who iz wholly averge to the
rilken ties of conjupnl and filial affection ?
Who is he that can face the horrors of war
across 0, stormy sea on a distant shore
without a feeling of melancholy and regret?
Yet with all thiz the spirit of manhood. the
senge of duty, the happiness of others can-
not he wholly ignored. Behold that stalwart
voung man as he cancels hiz husiness, aban-
dong hiz home, kisses hiz babe and em-
hraces his wife—for perhaps the last time—
thiz ix ne romance.

See that other youth, who hasz pledged
himself to the maiden he adores: who had
cven planned the day and hour, when the
days of domestic life might fan the flame
of another fireside; hut must now yield to
the cruel mandates of war.

Again; behold that aged mother smitten
with grief as she takea her final leave of
the boy for whom she had planned, plead
and prayed for 20 years. Her heart is
broken and she cries aloud as the train is
hidden from view around the distant curve,
Some of these boys will return, others will
not. In cither case we have abundant cheers
for the living and tears for. the dead.—A. R.
Moore.



MACEDONIAN CALL

TROUBLES AND TRIUMPHS OF THE
CHURCH THROUGH 2000 YEARS

A Heathen Historian Tells of
Nero’s Persecutions of
Christians

NERO—Roman Emperor 54-88 A. D.

You have all read about how Nero wished
to be a great bullder, and how he burned
down a great part of Rome that he might
build it again, and how he played his lyre
and sang of the burning of Troy while
the city was in flames, and how, then, when
it infuriated the people who must work to
rebuild, he biamed it on the Christians and
began his great persecution against them.

Tacitus, a Roman historian, lived about
half a century after the event, and de-
scribes Nero's eoffort to cover his crime
of persecuting the Christians, in these
worda:

With this view he inflicted the most
exquisite tortures on those men who,
urder the vulgar appellation of Chris-
tianas, were already branded with deserved
infamy. They deriyed their name and
origin from Christ who in the reign of Ti-
berius had suffered death by the sentence
of the procurator, Pontius Pilate. For a
while this dire superstition was checked;
but it again burst forth; and not only
spread itself over Judea, the firat seat of
this mischievous sect, but was even intro-
duced into Rome, the common asylum
which receives and protects whatever is
impure, whatever is atrocious. The con-
fessiona of those who were seized discov-
ered a great multitude of their accom-
plices, and they were all convicted, not so
much for the crime of setting fire to the
city as for their hatred’ of mankind.

They died in torments, and their tor-
ments were embittered by insult and de-
rision. Some were nailed on crosses;
others sewn up in the akins of wild ani-
mals, and exposed to the fury of dogs;
others, again, smeared over with com-
bustible materials, were used as toches
to illuminate the darkness of the night.
The gardens of Nero were destined for

~ the melancholy apectacle, which was ac-
companied with a horse race, and hono
with the presence of the emperor, wh
mingled with the populace in the d‘resa
and attire of a charioteer, The guilt of
the Christians deserved indeed the most
exemplary punishment, but the public
abhorrence was changed into commissera-
tion, from the opinion that those un-
happy wretches were sacrificed, not so
much to the public welfare as to the
cruelty of a jealous tyrant.—(Quoted by
Gibbon.)

Modernists th our day try to minimize
and dizeredit the account of the rapid ad-
vance and power of Christianity in the First
Century. Some even try to say Christ did
not live when history in general says he
lived. Eapecially do they try to diacredit
the apostolic miracles, It {s true that
fables and exaggerations arose among

Christians at an early age of the Church,
but the testimony of historians is weighed
in such matters much as testimony is
weighed in civil courts, But this record
of Tacitus is vouched for by Gibbon, the
sceptical English historian, in his Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire. After
quoting what we have given from Tacitus,
he says: “The most sceptical criticism is
obliged to reapect the truth of this extraor-
dinary fact, and the integrity of this cele-
brated passage of Tacitus.” (Chapter 18.)

We have put in bold face, parts of this
history we wish to emphasize. You will see
that in the Roman Empire in general the
disciples were known as “Christlans” just
as they were known first at Antioch. (See
Acts 11:28))

Here is a Roman historlan who ia not at
all in sympathy with Christianity showing
that Christ died under Pontius Pilate, just
as the New Testament says he did.

The” “superstition was checked” .when
Jesus was crucified, and the disciples dis-
couraged. P

But it “again burst forth [on the day of
Pentecost] and not only spread itself over
Judea, the first seat of this mischievous
sect, but was even introduced into Rome.”
There were strangers of Rome present on
the day of Pentecost who became converted
and evidently took back the goapel with
them to their native city.

One charge against the Christians was
“their hatred of mankind.” Jesus had szaid
that unless his followers hate not father
and mother they can not be his disciples,
but this did not mean “hate” in the sense
in which that word is generally used, but

in the sense that they should love less, for

that is the meaning as seen in the New
Testament practice. Such expressions must

be explained in the light of the love which .

Chriatians are to have to all men, including
especially their parenta whom they are to
honor.

But Christians were corhmmded to "love
not the world, neither the things that are
in the world”; and when they would not
join with the ungodly in their aports and
pleasures, the world would persecute them.
They think it strange that Christlans run
not with them to the same excess of riot,
speaking evil of them. Yet the heathen
had to admit, “See how these Christians
love one another.”

When the time came that the followera
of Jesus were in good grace with the world,
as at the present time, then it was certain
that Christians were and are not the fol-
lowera of the Separated One. Jesus warned
his disciples before he died: “If the world
hate you, ye know that it hated me before
it hated you. If ye were of the world, the
world would love his own; but because ye
are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you.” (John 18:18, 19.)

But when we think we are enduring any-
thing for Jesus' sake, let us turn our minds
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back to these suffering Chriatians in Nero's
day, and let us remember that without their
faith and endurance, our holy religion would
not have come down to us; and remember
that unless we, too, have endurance and
faith to carry it on to future generations,
the Chur¢h must suffer and souls will te
lost, and we will be partly to blame.
(Continued on Pages 4 and 5)

The Pope a Political
Opportunist

It is a recognized fact that Pope Plus XII
is among the best-trained politicians and
one of the keenest political schemers in all
Europe. But the pope’s political conniving
with old Marshal Petain and the Vatican's
known approval of Petain’s collaboration
policy has not turned out so well. In France
the pope is regarded as a collaborationist,
It is an open secret that Petain was more
devoted to the Roman Catholic hierarchy
than he was to France. Patriotic French-
men cannot forget that Petain began to
show favors to the Catholic Church az socn
as he took office, and that the whole Catho-
lic hierarchy reciprocated by seeking to givu
the old marshal a world-wide “build up.”
Cardinal Gerlier, Archbishop of Lyons,
shouted his slogan in the ears of French-
men, “Petain is France and France iz Pe-
tain,” loud enough for the rest of the world
to hear it. And the fact that members of
the hierarchy in general accapted and wup-
proved the szo-called “new order” of collab-
oration Hitler's Germany in France
certainly indicates that the vicious plot
originated in the Vatican. All went well for
the Catholic hierarchy in France for four
years, ’

Now that France is free, even the Catho-
lic world must confeas that the pope’s so-
called “infallibility” failed him. He pieked_
and backed the wrong party. The pope's
policy has never been popular with patriotic
Frenchmen. Since Petain’s departure, the
pope has turned a political somersault in an
effort to save face in France.

Cardinal Tisserant, a rosideﬂ’t member of
the papal curia of Rome, and one of the
many_political advisers of Pope Pius XII,
has recently made a careful inspection of
the Catholic situation in France. Petain
can no longer show favors to the Catholic
Church since France ia free; therefore, the
pope’s political adviser asserts that Petain
“is devoid of all moral and religious con-
victions.” Furthermore, the pope's intimate
adviser confesses that he has known the
character of Petain alnce the first World
War. He explains the ugly fact that the
higher Catholic clergy approved Petain's
collaborationiat policy through ignorance of
Hitler's program. He goes on to explain
that Hitler’s program ia plainly set out in
Mein Kampf, which has had a wide eircula-
tion in France, but fatls to explain why the
“higher clergy” should be so ignorant.

Frenchmen who are free from the Roman
Catholiec yoke and now free from German
domination have sense enough to ses and
courage enough to say that the pope is
guilty of political opportunism. There are
many others who see it, but they have not
enough courage to say it.—Baptist Stand-
ard.






