“Come Over into Macedonia and Help Us.”—(Aocts 16:![.)
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Here They Come

The No. 1
Trouble Makers
of the
World

HERE thoy come! Muarching down the universe,
The No. 1 Trouble-Mukers of the world! The {raits
and traitors of the human race! They have differ-
ent names at different times and oceasions, but
Trouble is their stoek of trade for impressive human
heings on all oceasions and at all times, Written on
their faces und demeanor are these words:

Pride, Ambition, Self-conceit, Haughtiness, Kgo-
tism, Knvy, Insolence, Stubbornness,

Notice that I say these contentious folks are
marching down the ‘‘universe.”’ 1 mean that very
thing, for they have not confined their labors to
this globe of ours, alone, Before the worlds were
brought into existence, Sutan guve birth fo them
in his vebellion against God, for which he war cust
out of heaven; and when thix earth of ours was
peopled with human beings, ho tried to make it the
home of his children. And it seoms he has well nigh
accomplished his satunic purpose.

They came to Adam and Eve in the garden when
they were on trial, and persuaded FEve that she
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would heecome wise as God, knowing good and evil,
if only she would eat of the forbidden tree. She ate
and “*brought death Into the world and all our
woe.”’

These same traitors of muankind came marching
to the post-diluvians and persuaded them that they,
too, would become great if they would turn from
(1od to other worship, and so these descendants of
Noali, **professing themselvos to he wise, became
fools and changed the glory of the incorruptible
(od into an image made like unto corruptible man,
and to hirds, and four-footed beasts, and erceping
things.”” (Romans 1.)

They come to Korak, Dathan and Abiram, to
Aaron and Mirinm, and alko to Nadab and Abihu.
They come o Saul till the prophet told him clearly
who was at the bottom of his troubles; Saul had
failed to destroy all the wicked Amalekites and
their sheep and oxen ax commanded, but had saved
the latter for sacrifice to God; and the prophet
warned, ‘‘Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt
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offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of

the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion
is as the sin of witcheraft and. stubbornness [in
persisting in saying you have obeyed the Lord when
you have not] is as iniquity and idolatry. Because
thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He hath
also rejected thee from being king.”’ (1 Samuel 15:
22, 23.) .

And these Trouble-Makers found a welcome re-
ception in the days of the kings of Israel. Read how
many times the prophets used the word ‘‘stiff-
necked’’ against the Jews and you can see. And
that word ‘'stiff-neck’’ is a very appropriate word.
Watch a man when he becomes rebellious to the
right, and determined to do as he pleases rogardless
of God or man, and see how his neck swells out, He
has lost all reason and humility.

Jesus came to seek and to save those who are
lost and to persuade them to close the door to these
Factionists of the world. But James and John un-
wittingly let them in, and came to the Savior and
asked that they might sit ono on His right hand
.and the other on the left when He came in His
glory. Then did our Savior express one of the
most far-reaching, yot neglected, principles of his
kingdom:

“Yo know that they which are accounted to rule
over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and
their great ones excrcise authority upon them; but
20 shall it NOT be among you; but whosoever will
be great among you, shall be your minister; and
whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be serv-
ant of all. For oven the Son of man came not to
be ministered to, but to minister, and to give His
life a ransom for many."”” (Mark 10: 35-45.) So
Greatness in Christ's kingdom is through SERVICE
not carthly glory.

The leaders of the (entiles, the nations, seek
Glory, not service as in the kingdom of Christ,
Aloxander, Caesar, Napoleon, Hitler, Mussolini
(who Lins boen indoed n second Cuosar as ho wished
and har just tumbled from his throne on Ms **ides of
Mareh’’), all oponed their arms widely to receive
these Trouble-Mukers of the ages. Franco lies pros-
trate and bleeding bocause Ambition and all his
progeny went there to dwell. And Washington is
filled with bickerings, and contentions between men
who desire fo ho groatest of all,

“RBut so shall it NOT be among you,’
Savior to Hin disciples.
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suid our
eR. You, who are the first
preachers of the gospel. You, who become the eld-
ers, or bishops, of the churches, You, who become
the disciples in genernl. You ure not to seck earthly
glory, but heavenly; and the one who would become
chiefest, **lot him bo servant of all.”
Oh, that I could draw u veil over the wrangling
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among Christians through the past nineteen hun-
dred years, and could fancy that they all had obeyed
this vital teaching! Jesus knew the weakness of
man, and so established His kingdom that the great-
est office one can oceupy is that of being one of two
or more elders, called also bishops (because they
were to oversee), in ONE local church. There is no
distinotion of clergy and laity in the New Testa-
ment, but all Christians are to be preachers and
teachers of the trutB, and go *‘preaching the Word"’
(Aots 8: 4), wherever they go. And the edification
of the saints when ‘‘the whole church was gathered
together’’, was done by several of the brethren, not
simply one man, (See 1 Cor. 14:26.)

This marvelous wisdom of God in showing the
Christians how to keep the No. 1 Trouble-Makers
out of his kingdom, overawes me; and it accomp-
lishes the desired results where men are willing to
obey. But the Papal system with its bishops, arch-
bishops, cardinals, and popes, with their contentions
through the centuries as to who should be great-
ost, is just the antithesis, the opposite, of what
Jesug taught. And the wranglings in conferences
and associations and general assemblies and con-
ventions of Protestants, with efforts put forth to
push the doctrines and commandments of men, and
to usurp the chiefest positions for self—show that
the so-called children of God are like the nations
and seek glory rather than service.

Here they come down through the centuries,
theso No. 1 Enemies of the peace of Zion and of
the world, and many preachers of the gospel en-
tertain them in their heart. Inspired Paul com-
mands these preachers to develop teachers in the
church who should be able to teach others also (see
2 Tim. 2:2), so that they can then have elders who
oan ‘‘foed the flock’’ as God commands; but where
is thore a ‘‘pastor' in the denominational world
who is seeking carnestly to obey Paul on that?
They know there ure men in their churches who
are just as brainy as themselves, and if such were
inspired with devotion and would become soriptural
olders, able to feed and rule the flock and eonviuce
the gainsayers, they themselves might lose a little
of their prostige over tho flock. Not ‘‘service’’ but
glory these pastors are seeking. This is manifested,
too, when many in a church desire a change of
pustors and the present hireling balks at a change.
Hundreds of churches are divided each year by
these men ambhitious for power and wealth,

How foolish some elders are, and how innocent
of history! They say, *‘We will hire a man to preach
every Sunday morning and night and take charge
of the nmid-week meeting, but we will continue to
rule! ILet the preachers preach and the elders rule.”
Fine slogan of Satan, for that is all it is. Whoever
does the teaching will soon do ALL the ruling, That
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is.a truth of History. When Mussolini did all the
teaching of Italian youth, he soon did all the ruling
and made Fascism strong—to their sorrow. When
Hitler did all the teaching of youth, he soon made
Nazism strong for Germany—to their sorrow. And
when the pastor does all the teaching of the church,
he makes the clergy system strong—to the sorrow
of the church in the end. Reader, can’t you see that!
The world goes the way it is taught, and whoever
does the teaching guides the world. Elders, break
the shackles of these ambitious ones before it is
too late.

In the original Church of the New Testament,
there was an equality among the elders, but the
No. 1 Enemies of the Church entered the fold and
exalted the most eloquent and most influential elder
to a new position, and called him ‘‘the bishop’’ and
oontinued the name ‘‘elder'’ for the rest of them.
This was the first stop toward Roman Catholiciam
in the history of Christianity, And even in churches
today which do not have such distinction, there is
often a rivalry among clders as to who shall be
greatest. How far such men have fallen from the
teaching of the Master to His apostles. ‘‘Servant
of all!”’ ”

And now we see them milling around within the
local Church—those Trouble-Makers of the agos.
When the Church tries to establish a mutual teach-
ing among the brethren as they had in apostolic
days, some man who has only ordinary ahility wishes
to show his superiority by making a hobby of some
special point. He can not distinguish himself by
keeping close to the Word, and so must exalt him-
self by making himself difforent from others and
a nuisance to the Church. He does not care whether
he makes God contradict Himself when ho settlos
on one passage of scripture, and he does not try
to harmonize or modify it with other passages which
are just as much inspired. Instead of riding a hobby,
after a time the hobby rides him. After many yonrs
with such men, I have decided that Self-conceit is
an outstanding trait of a hobbyist, and Solomon says
there is more hope of a fool than of him.

Stubbornness is only another dress of these Pub-
lic Enemies of the world. When men find they are
wrong, they have not sufficient humility to come out
frankly and say so. They are too proud. It might
cause others to loso confidence in them. And so
they will continue in their animosity toward others
because they are too atubborn to make their wrongs
right. They stir up families, communities, churches
and nations. Did any one ever hear of the diplomats
of one nation acknowledging that they had made
a mistake in their dealings toward another nation?
There can never be peace among nations until there
is the spirit of fairness among the leadoers of those
nations, and there will not be such spirit among
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our leaders till the spirit of Christ melts their stub-
born hearts. -

We pass from nations to our own little commu-
nities, and find that the talebearer, busy-body and
slanderer have all opened their arms wide, for these
Trouble-Makers; and they certainly have created
Trouble in many a congregation, home and commu-
nity. Analyze these characters, if you will, and sec
if desire to he first in peddling a scandal is not at the
root of the evil tree. And that spirit is Ambition for
preeminence.

The Family i the foundation of all states, and
yet the Family is being broken to pieces because
the man or woman or both have entertained those
Trouble-Makers of the Ages, One tries to force his
ideas on the other, when it is not neconsnry at all.
Sometimes & man becomes a little Hitler nid havdly
realizes it; but in these days of Amazons (look
that word up in your dictionary)} and loase divoree
courts, he doesn’t Inst long, Oftentimes a woman
measures the whole world by her kitchen rules;
husband and ohildren must conform to these rules
in thesmost careful way; to deviate from them is
almost as bad as the sin against the Holy Ghost;
children, henee, find groater plensure in the sireets,
and thé husband in the lodge or tuvern, to escape
the everlasting contention, More homes are wrecked
by nagging than by fornieation. We ecan't make
every one in this life conform to our little ideas,
so we should confine ourselves to great moral ir-
sucs and the conmandments of God and things of
far-reaching importance, and overlook the little
things. With many women housckeeping is an end
in view rather than a means toward an end—happi-
ness and pence. -

The motto of husbands and wiver shounld be:
Liberty in Little Things; Agreoment in Great
Things; and Charity in All Things, The affairs
of human conduet can not be worked out like mathe-
matics, If there is no principle of right and wrong
involved, and no great amount of money, let the
other person learn by cexperience rather than by
yvour dictum. Some people have no senre of values,
which is the euphonious way of saying they have
no common sonse, for they magnify a vory incidental
thing to a place of the gravest importance. Their
determination to have their way in such incidentals
and trifles, ruins the home,

Stubbornness plays its part, too, in furtherving
veligious sectarianism. People are taught certain -
things in early life, and they will consider nothing
againgt that as long as they live, Kven if the Word
of Uod is brought to their attention, they will not
listen. They are prejudiced. And oftentimes when
they sco thoy are wrong, they will not turn leat they
be put out of the synagogue and lose some of their
frionds. Are such people really honest! Think you
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that such people will be saved? ‘‘Stubbornness is
a8 iniquity and idolatry.”

I tell you, dear reader, that so long as we entertain
these Trouble Makers of the Ages, we shall have
little prospect of poace and salvation. Solomon says
there are six things the Lord hates, and that seven
are an abomination, and the first one he mentions
is ‘“‘a proud look.”’ Throughout the Bible, it is said
that ‘‘God resisteth the proud but giveth grace unto
the humble.”’ And our Master says, ‘‘Come unto
me and learn of me, for T am meek and lowly of
heart.”’ He was spoken of in prophecy as the
“Princoe of Peace’’, and it is only by following his
teaching and example on humility that peace can
come to the world.

Don’t worry, then, yo who have roesisted these
No. 1 Enemties of the human race and have given
yourselves to tho service of Christ. What if the
world does not notice the good you do? What if
the world cven hates you for doing it?! What if
your friends do mnot consider your sacrifices for
them? What if you are without honor in your own
country and among your own kindred? We are not
secking glory from men, we are not craving praise
from mortals like ourselves. We are seeking only
the approval of the Eternal God and his glovified
Son. That alone counts in the Groat Beyond. God
seos all that we do, and if we are otherwise faithful
we shall receive a reward at the judgment seat of
Christ, regardless of man’s indifference toward us.

Oh, what a different world we should have, what a
different Chureh, if only we could root out of the
hearts of professed Christians Pride, Ambition, Self-
conceit, Haughtiness, Envy and Stubbornmess!
These are the fuchrers and the fascists and the dic-
tators and the despots who eoxisted long before
Hitler and Mussolini, and will still be with us when
they will have been forgotten.

Oh, that we could burn into our hearts Christ’s
remedy for much of the world’s ills when he said to
his disciples: “So shall it not be among you.
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And whosoever of you will be chiefest, shall be serv-
ant of all. For even tha son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life
a ranspm for many.”’

Scriptural Elders

In order.to qualify for the office of a bishop, one must
be a married man. This is plainly set forth in I Timothy
3:2 as the second requirement on the part of those who
desire this office. There has long been a dixcussion as to
the import and extent of the statement, “The husband of

‘one wife.” Some there are who urge that it simply means

one should not be ordained who is a bigamist or polyga-
mist. In support of this theory it is contended that many
of those who came into such cougregations as HEphesus,
where Timothy was working, would be former idolatrous
Gentiles and would have more than one wife. It is fur-
ther argued that there was no express command that one
who before hearing the gospel had taken several wives
should put any of them away on the obeying of the gospel,
und thus in the apostolic days there would be disciples
living in polygamy, but such would not be considered for
the eldership. The whole tenor of the New Testament
hoyever i against such an idea, and besides, there is
little proof extant that polygamy was at that time a wide- ./
spread practice in the Gentile world. We admit freely
that fornication was an all too frequent way of worship.
ping at the thrones of the various idols but Paul declares
thut those who formerly indulged in such loose practices
were “washed, sanctified and justified.” (I Cor. 6:11:)

On the basis of the above reasoning, it is often sug-
gested that celibavy is not a sin in itself, and thus a man
not married is gualified for the office of elder. Good
brethren have-afirmed in days of yore that Paul does not
teach that A man muat have a wife. We have no way of
knowing what Paul meant except by what he said. He
here plainly says that one MUST be the husband of one
wife. If a man iy not married at all he ia not a husband.
ITe doex not fulfill this requirement of those set forth in
verses 4 and 5. There it iz definitely declared that such
an one must rule his own house (family) having his chil-
dren in subjection with all gravity. If he has ueither
wife, children or family he cannot meet thess require-
ments. We admit that celibaoy is not a sin or a erime.
Rut that hag nothing to do with the point at issue.

Lnek of wbility to teach may not be a orime, but it
certainly is a bar to the office of au elder. Being a novice
is not a sin, but still it acts as a bar to the office. So not
having a wife is no crime. Neither is not having & family.
It certainly would not be a sin for an unmarried man NOT
to have children. But still he could not qualify for office
even if he is not guilty of sin in these respeocts. :

Elders are to rule, govern and overses the flock. Be-
fore they can be placed in office they muat first be proved.
that ix tried and tested. In the matter of ability to rule,
God has assigned the home and family as the testing
ground. It is the divine laboratory in which a man's fit-
ness in relation to government is determined. So the -

. record cdemands that before an elder be aPpehmd he

must show ability to rule his own house having his chil-
dren in subjection. Then the question is aptly asked
“For if « man know not how to rule his own house, how
shall be take care of the house of God?” 1 would like to
offer another question just here, “If & man have no house
to rule, how can he rule them and demonstrate that he -
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can take care of the house of God?' I do not anticipate
an answer to thet query.

The aectarian world has about as wmuch conception of
the qualifications of a bishop. as the a Kansas
Jackrabbit would have of the ce of the first day
of the week in Christian worship. And some of our
brethren are not far behind either the sectarian or the
rabbit, It is uppareut to even the casual thinker that
when an office existy, there must be an officer. Where
there is an officer there must be qualifcations by which
he demonstrates his fitness. It we ignore oue qualification.
we can by the same right ignore them all. This would
destroy not only the authority which gave thewm but alse
do away with the office, by making the position accessible
to all whether they had any quulifications or wot. It &
ungeriptural to place a bachelor or unmarried wan in
this high office, not because he sins in belng an wamarvied
man, but because by not having a wife and fawmily he
dooea not meet the specifioations for the office.

Titus was left at Crete to set in order the things that
were lacking in the churches aud to ordain clders in
every city as the apostle had appointed him to do. Panl
describes the kind of men that mway be put in office by
saying, “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife.
..." Now if one can set aside the second qualification,
he can also do away with the first. The same “if” applies
to both and one can justifiably read. “If any be blameless
and [F ANY BE TIIE HUSBAND of one wife” It does
no injury to the passage and destroys not the sacred
logic employed.

Attention to the details of church government would
have saved the religious world a great deat of turwmail
and strife.  Rome today put men into their bishopries
who have never married, and ealls those fathers, who have
neither wife or children. Catholicism quotes “\Whose ex-
perience ix wider and more varied than the priest who is
trusted as no other living man with the secrets of all in
the zaored tribunal of the sacrament of penance? To say
that & priest ought to wmacey the better to understand
how to teach men well ix about as sensible as to tell a
physician to taste his cvery medicine in order to pre
soeribe for his patients.” In spite of this my Rible stll
reads “A bishop MUST be blameless, the husbawd of one
wife.” 1 acoept it at face value and in spite of the argn-
nents of men against itt—W. Carl Keteherside,

Bought and Paid for—But Not Delivered

“Ye are bought with a price; be ot ye the seevants of
wmen.” (1 Cor. 7:23.)

We may obtain an idea of the value plaml wpon an
article by the price one is willing to give for it What
was the value &nl placed upon your soul! “Forasmuch
a8 y¢ know that ye were not redeemed with mrmpuble
thmgs, as vl\*ur and gold, from YOUr VAN CORVETrSAtion
received By tradition from your fathers: But with the
precious bluod of Christ, as a lamb without blemizh and
without apot.” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19.)

Gold, silver or wealth of the world conld wat buy wan's
redemption. Man had wandered fram his God, and had
become 30 emmeshed in zin and so helpless in the clutehes
of Satan that only the grace of God in sending lis only
san to die in our stead could save man from the conse-
quences of his own way warduess, “For when we were yot
without strength, in due time Cheist died for the wn-
godly ® (Rom. 5:6.) Speaking of Christ agnin, Panl says:
(1 Tim. 2:6) “Who gave himself a ransom for all” Thus

to atone for all the sins
But does it

saved? 1 fear met, since it &

the rewsom price for our souls, to redeem us from a b
of sim, too many ha

session to Goll.
blood to buy
wmust deliver (yield) our lives

mmm:mm_eumae»mk{mmh.y

Your soul, is by rielding yoar-deart amd life completely
to His control.

Here is a twofohl transaction: Gud has provided the
price which you could wever have for the redemption
of your soul.  Ou the other hand. Your part of the bargain
is to deliver to God that fur which “Jesws paid it all™
Have you been trae to your trast ' Or have yeu withheld
a pnmunpr what belongss te your Gual? Have you, evem
while preteuding to live a Chiristian life, like Ananins and
Nepphire held back part while claiming to have laid your
alt upu the altar?

wrﬂhnanmtwumhey\dwhw‘
No longer can your feet run viot throngh thiz workl, yea
wist we them to walk only where God would have them

go. No wmoere mwst your hands be vmployed to hanadle

ill-gutten wealth or to do things that will bring reprench
wpon Jesws Christ.  Your eves cam wot feast wpewn evil
seenes if they belong to Gud. That temgwe of yours will
mlhnlh\\‘ultuqanmHL\ filth, but mllw.
as the vrackes of Gl diveet.

Otherwie Ywa coubl wot be & Christinw, sitew the Weme
hrnul‘unrbm(\ are to werve Him as well as one spirit,
“\‘rehl Ttmmmhm unte hal-

" (b €:1%)

lt W impuassible to degrade e bmbies amd still glerify
Qur Lowd e spirit sivce both have e purchased by the
hlmulnl‘l‘hrist\ “For yv are bonght with a prive: there
fore > W your boaly, amd @ ywar \‘pin‘t.\wli&m
GQud’x™ (1 Car. €:30)

L\lk“‘\vhﬂﬂ\mmm“kmd\ww‘
clovifying to God? Not long ago. an okl brether sail:
“1 feel | can go to the wowd-dot and cut wond, or hee
WY gwrden, to the glory of Gl bat T can wet go wp towen
and play cards with the loafers in the park and do that
to the glory of God.” There's sunething te that. hrethren!
Auwd how much howar does He receive when You attend
the theater, poul Mall ar beer tavern ! Wthnm
other things you can think of if yeun tey,

Your Lord s the srviee of Your mewmbers.
Tlave you faiked to deliver?! Wave ther been banght awd
Pl For—but wet deliveesd lkaﬂlhh&hm—
what have Yok given for lim? o Rareds

‘s. ll ' . Q. . &b
The ward “resist™ carries with it the Wea of Sphting
ageinst anything. and trring te fortily one's self aguinst
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some onslaught. That is just exactly the Christian's job.
James says, “Resiat the devil and he will flee from you.”
(Jas. 4.7.)

A gemeral wou't send his forces against the enemy
without frst being sure they are trained and .instructed

in the methods of warfare. Nor does our General expeet

us to Gght against Satam without knowing how! “His
vine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
life and godliness.” (2 Pet. 1:3) That verse means
» has given us plans, instructions, and examples that
e for Christian living under any circumstances, No
deubdt many sincere souls have stumbled and fallen before
the darts of Satan for lack of knowledge in combating
them.

If you were warned that a man was going to attempt
te break inte your house would yuu fortify against him
by opening all the doors and windows, and then lounge
in the easy chair? Sounds foolish, doesn't it? And yet,
that’s just the way some people “resist the devil”! In-
stead of fighting him they are ?uing the way for him.
and then in “sympathy desiring” tones they ory, “[ can’t
uavercome the temptations of life” At that rate they never
will! :

First of all let us remember that before a person will
habitually do that which is wrong, he must be interested
i it. So that is Satan's first step, teving to interest peo-
ple in his wares. He paints enticing scenes for you and
we to paze wpon. hopiag to ensnare some. lle knows
fall well that by sight and wmeditation the lust and desire
of man i inflamed.  No wonder Pand said, “FMee youthful
Tusts™”

Now | know that ne oue can live in this world without
seeing a certain degree of vice, levwdness and lasciviows-
ness, bat he does NOT have to go out of his way and huat
for ! lnstead he should discharge it from his mind as
soon as possihle and think on things that are High and
Holy. “Shun all appearance of evil.” Resist the devil by
refising tu take interest in the things of this world that
are contrary to the Rible. Study the fourth chapter of
Matthew and see how the Savier overcawe, and that
recipe i good today.

Dunt think for oive minute that all the power the “Bril
ane” hax & in the things that we can see. Mark 4.
records “Take heed what you hear” Mauy lives have
beewt hopelessly ruined by listening to the voice of evil.
The vuier af sin with its great peraiasiveness is heard at
every turn of the road, desiring an extrance to the citadel
of vur lives, for the Wicked One.  Bve was deceived by
what she heard. (2 Cor. 112) And we are subject to
the sume thing. Curiosity developed from hearing leads
wultitwdes downward.  Resist the devil by earefully con-
sidering whether it be guod or evil, whether its source be
Frowm trath or ervor, and what effect it will have upon
Yom in the Datwre

Dewas relinquished his claim on Christianity, beeawse
of the love of this present world. (2 Tiwm. 4:10) If we
will “set our affections on things abuve, not on things on
e carth™ our fortification will be impreguable, “Re
sober, be vigitant: becanse yowr adversary the devil. as
A roaring len. walketh abunt. seeking whom he way
devour: Wham RERIST steadfast in the faith, knowing
that the same alltictions are accomplished in your breth-
reh that are in the world™ (1 Pet. 3R 9)—Winford Lee.

The Precicus Book of Truth

Ahughummldidmkww&embkmh
Te me, it was just a book. wsually bound in black lea
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that.
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with an individuality which somehow set it apart from
all other books, and which people in general had come
to avoid as though it held within its covera the contagion
of some dreadful disease. At I got the idea that
not many people risked gotting caught reading it in those
days. Batl did know that great wen that I read about in
my school books had not seemed at all wary of reading it.
It seemed that they read few books, but read them over
and over, and the Bible was uzually listed as one of them.
1 don't know why 1 did not choose to follow their example
rather than to be influenced by the modern attitude.
Even when | became sepi interested in learning the
truth in matters of religion, it seems I did not dare sup-
pose that the Bible was fully capable of informing me as
to “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth !
I believed there must surely be just one right and acoept-
able way to worship God, but where or how did I expect
to learn it! Sometimes I think people now are slow to
understand what the Bible should mean to them, but I
should remember that I, teo, was onee slow to comprehend
the same. . .

Many times my thoughts g6 back to the evening of my
confession of faith i the Savior, about seven years ago.
The preacher who took my confession kept me standing
before the congregation for what seemed to me like cons,
but 1 have man)y times since boen thankful for those words
that were spoken, for they were in no sense superfluous.
I cannot say how scan or how late | might otherwise have
learned®hat 1 would need to study the seriptures DAILY,
but 1 count myself very fortunate that Bro.  H. took
advantage of that very serious moment to impress that
fact upon wmy wmind. I will say that 1 had not eounted on
doing quite such a thing, Even though I was accepting
the Savior | was not altogether free of the modern atti-
tude toxward the Bible.

1 can say now that 1 do kmow the Bible to be “The
Precious Book of Treuth which God has given “Our
guiding star that leads from earth to heaven” 1 have
not advanced in my study of it quite as repidly as I
should, but 1 have been rewarded according to the dili-
gence of my efforts. It took time to get started. Break-
ing down wmy former attitude was not a ed in a
day. Or maybe it was mostly the attitude of several other
people that I reckoned with. 1 was so surprised that the
Seriptures spoke so plainly. and so delighted with all the
truths | was learning that people in general seemed not
to have learned, that every time 1 wrote a friend my new
learning in this respect managed to consume most of the
space.  And that gave me the opportunity to feel aa the
apuostle Paul must have felt when Festus accuzed him of
being beside himself with learning. If I uaderstand
whan Festus meaut, it runs about paradlel with that whieh
several people began to speak concerning wme and my
learning. Ouwe poor uncomprehending soul advised me to
try reading in my Bible just every other day. 1 explained
to her what a task that would be, and how What it iz a
great deal easier to read some every day. Then she said,
“But dont you think there are some things in the Rible
that might not have a very good effect the mind
if ove should dwell on them?® But 1 look:r:; another's
Judgwent: “The Bible has furnished truths and they have
trained the mind; it has put man's mind into right rela-
tons with the world, with the Maker of the world, and
with the peaple of the world, and that set the mind
to working normally.”. . .“it has prompted to all the forms
of intellectual research and to the i
institutions for the training of the mind.
no complete training of the mind apart from the Bible"
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That was pretty good judgment to matoh against that of
my friend, for she believed in training of the ming, being
g school teacher.

I have never forsaken the advice given me to the effect

that I would NEED to study the scriptures DAILY, 1
can better understand now, what reasons there are that I
should need to do that. It is a most sure antidote to keep
down unbelief, the danger of which the Seriptures are
very careful to warn us, and to protect us from the wiles
of the Evil One, who is ever watching for the opportunity
to get in a strike at the most unsuspecting moment. And
in addition to those and other reasons that might be given,
I have a special reason for reading the Bible: I LOVE
the precious Book of Truth which God has given.”—Ra-
gene Sims.

Meditatin'

“These things we write unto you, that your joy may be
full” I am tempted to place an exclamation point after
these words of the Holy Spirit, found in 1 John 1. The
seriptures do not say in vain *. , . that your joy may be
full!” Qod is the great planner of human happiness.

Nearly six thousand years of human experience testify
on behalf of this truth. Six thousand years mingled with
the “blood, and sweat and tears” of disappointed and
wreteched human beings, who have been blinded and de-
eeived by their own desires, robbed of happiness by their
own greed, tossed in the storms of their own passions,
and consumed by their own unbridled lusts; who “when
they knew God, glorified him not as Qod, neither were
thankful; but . . . professing themuelves to be wise . . .
became fools . . .” Yea, six thousand years of wandering
into unmarked detours, and “short cuts”, and on careless
excursions into the countryside . . . into ways that seem
right unto man . . . only to find the treacherous, poorly
kept roadways filled with obstructions and dangers which
the unwary traveler approaches unwarned, almost too
narrow for turning about, leading to destruction and
“dead end”. Six thousand ycars of serving the creature
.« . & too long six thousand years in which man has
abandoned himself to his own folly.

God first expressed his love for man, created in IHis
image, commanded to fill, subdue, and have dominion over
the earth, when he planted the garden in the East and
called it Eden (or. Delight). He made to grow in this
paradise every tree pleasant to the sight and good for
food. Our Creator had regard, not only to our welfare,
but also to our happiness . ., planting trees pleasant to
the sight.

In this happy garden life God for the first time gives
man & warning, and places upon him a restriction. We
learn the lesson . . . Qod xpeaks not to rob man of the
pleasure, but to protect him from the folly of unrestrained
desire. But how easily we can be deceived! What price
“pleasure”!

Bve did not fully comprehend the great choice she was
making. God always left the choice to mankind: “Behold,
I set before you a blessing and a curse: a blessing, if you
obey the commandwments of the Lord your God . . . and a
curse, if you will not obey the commandments of the
Lord your God.” She saw that the tree was good for
food, pleasant to the eyes, and much to be desired to
make one wise. “What harm in eating here! Foolish
restriction !” Like some of us, she did not know that God
plans true and lasting happiness for hiz children, she

“to us is left the choice, of a blessing or a curse.
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could not see the wisdom of His warning, nor could she
foresee the suffering of the race that she conceived.
Moses said, “And the Lord commanded us to do all these

_statutes, and to fear the Lord our God, for our good

always, that he might preserve ua alive . . . One of the
fruits of the Spirit that Paul enumerates is “joy”. Can
you believe?t?? Can you with confldence lay aside your
love of this world and its pleasures, set your affections on
things above, and walk with the people of the Lord. in
the assurance that there is joy for the spiritual minded,
and happiness in Christian fellowship? Moses believed,
and chose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of
Qod, than to enjoy tife pleasures of sin for a season; es-
teeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recom-
pense of reward.” 1 would that we could always see, that
Too
often, this world with its gilded splendor, worka its evil
deception. If we only knew it, “all that glitters is not
gold.”

It was not rome frightening vision of a disordered imag-
ination that prompted Solomon to write these words to
the youth: “Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth, while the evil days eome not, nor the years
draw nigh, when THOU SHALT say, 1 have no pleasure
in them . ..” It was the handwriting of experience. His
own aching heart had said in retrospect, “l have no pleas-
ure in them . . . those years of folly and blindness *

On® of those older friends of mine, whose life ix almost
all behind him, was paying a visit to a kinemim, who had
moved into a community where there was no congrega-
tion of disciples, with consequent neglect of Christian
fellowship and worship, and eventually sonie degree of
indifference. They were discussing this circumstance,
and my clderly friend remarked, ‘“Whatever possessed
vou, that you should move into such a place! Why, you
are MISSING OUT ON TIHE ONLY THING THERE 18
IN THIS LIFE FOR YOU ! Age had brought such whole
hearted appreciation of blessings which youth might have
despiged. Somehow that last sentence of my friend’s kept
bobbing up in my memory, and as my thoughts fed on
it, I said to myself, Perhaps others might be nourished
by it too.

Thix is the fourth in u xeries written to fortify the
Christinn heart against temptation . . . next month we
turn tu something else. In retrospect, we have dealt with
dangerous lust, overcoming and outwitting lust, living
worthy of our calling, and now, there is joy in Christian
living. Why sell your soul upon the bargain counter for
& “mess of pottage?”’ It in a priceless thing. so, Think!
What will you give in exchange for it!

1 would like to tell you some of the joys of a Christian
life, und of Christian fellowship, Let me only say: “The
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, pease . . ."” Can you be-
lieve??? Then, “seek., and you shall find!”"—Kenneth
Morgan,

The Faith That Doesn’t Count

Christ tells all that faith is esgential to their salvation,
(Mk. 16:16.) Paul lets all know that they can not please
Uod unless they possess it. (Heb. 11:6.) 1t is one of sim-
plicity and not of complication, (Eph. 4:5.) Yet with all
this evidenece, jsn’t it true that many various ideas regard-
ing faith exist today? Let mankind find that “one faith”
that counts with God and he will stand above the haze
and maze of mah made doctrines on this subjeect.
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James, chapter two, gives the reader a genuine view of
the faith that counts, as well as the faith that doesn’t
count. Please read the whole chapter and meditate upon
the inspired words of the writer. In the 14th verse
James asks, “Can faith save him!” The Revised Version
here reads, “Can thas faith save him?” What does James
mean by “that faith’ He means the faith that lacks
works. He follows in verses 15, 16, 17 by saying, “If a
brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,
and one of you say unto them, ‘Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and fllled’, notwithstanding you give them not
those things needful to the body; what does it profit?
EVEN 80 FAITH, IF IT HATH NOT WORKS, IS DEAD,
BEING ALONE” ‘

Again, in the 19th verse, “The devils even believe -and
tremble.” They have faith which knows not obedience.
They know there is a God, yet fail to obey him, Their
faith is the kind that does not count in God's sight.

Language could be no more emphatic than this. With
God’s words in mind let us shum the devil’s faith and cling
to the faith by our works.—William Hensley.

The Manifold Blessings of God

There are two types of blessings that have been granted
to the Children of men, First there are the temporal
blessings and secondly the spiritual, and were it not for
the spiritual blessings these temporal .ones would mean
nothing to us. Thoe temporal blessings relieve us of the
needs of this life, while the spiritual blessings give unto
us those things that are essential in the growth and wel-
fare of our spiritual lives. In our article last month we
mentioned some of the temporal blessings of which all
men partake. And for these blessings alone we should
be more than wjlling to werve (od, if for no other reason
than as an act of gratitude for the things that we have
received of him,

The spiritual blessings are even of greater value to us,
for they ure those that will endure throughout oternity,
and deal with our lives beyond the grave. There was nt
one time in the history of men a period in which men had
no knowledge of right or wrong, He was in a sinloss
condition., 13ut because of his desire to listen to words
of Sutan and do them rather than the commands of God,
he brought upon himself the great curse of sin, The
Lord, realizing that man was helpless to frev himself from
the bondage of sin, and manifesting his love for man, was
willing to snorifice hin only begotten son (Jn. 3:18) who
overthrew our oppressor by overcoming sin, death and the
grave and gave us an access to the freedom of our sink,
How true ure the words of the Apostle Peter ns he says,
“Neither is there salvation in any other, for there ix none
other name under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved.” (Acts 4:12.) The sending of hix non ix 4
spiritual blessing of Qod.

During the earthly ministry of Christ he gave unto us
the promise that he wounld build a Church to which all
men would have the privilege of coming, (Matt. 16:18.)
This Chureh was purchased by the blood of Christ. (Aets
20:28). This ix the Institution that wax started by his
Apostlen (Acetr 2), the Church that s known ax the budy
of Christ, (Eph. 1:22, 23.) This Chureh was erected so
that all men could enter therein and thus become members
of the family of God. The Church is the place of safety
into which we can enter and thus be out of reach of the
tentacles of destruction used by Satan to overcome us.
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ghg Church then is another of the spiritual blessings of
od. A

If God had left to man the responsibility of revealing
his plan of salvation and ghe terms upon which we must
comply, the record would be incomplete and unreliable.
But God because of his desire to see that all men know
the wdy of truth, chose devout men and dictated unto
them his Holy Word. (2 Pet. 1:21.) We have then hia
word that reveals the fall of man, God’s plan of restoring
him, and the terms to be met by man for his salvation.
The truth of Paul's statement in Rom. 1:16 is realized as
he says, “For I amy, not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God unto salvation, unto everyone
that believeth, to the Jew first aud also to the Greek.”

“The Bible then is another spiritual blessing of God.

In his word we have the promise that if we remain
faithful unto the end we will receive a crown of life.
(Rev. 2:10.) And again he says, “Blessed are they that
do his commandment that they may have right to the tree
of Life and may enter in through the gates into the city.”
(Rev. 22:14,) Wo nee then if we obey his commands we
will have access to thé portals of Heaven and the priv-
iloge of dwelling forever with him. Eternal lifé then is
another spiritual blessing from God.

In conclusion we ask what has man done to deaerve
any of these blossings? We know that we have done
nothing to merit any of his blessings, but because of his
oveil goodness and mercy have we received these blessings.
And there should be enough gratitude on. our part to be
lhappy to worship him as he has asked us to. We should
be ashamed to even ask, Do I have to go—to Church; or,
do I have to do this or that or give this thing up or that
thing? We should be willing to sacrifice all for the sake
of our heavenly Father and his Son.
would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his won-
derful works to the Children of Men” |—Wilbur Storm. |

Where the Bombs Are Dropping—No. 3

There was one thing in common between Paul and
ourselves—part of his journey to Rome was in a ship of
Alexandria, and ours was too. But he was shipwrecked,
and we were not. As another ship carried him and the
other prisoners along the cast coast of Bicily, past Syra-
cuse and through the strait of Messina, he obtained a
fine view of M$, Aotna, two miles high, as they sailed
along, and finally came to Puteoli, modern Naples, or
Napoli as the Italians eall it. -

But from Messina our journey, as we have sald, was
down past Taormina and Catania (which our soldiera will
probably have taken from the enemy when you read this),
on through the island, about 150 miles, to Palermo, the
lurgest city of the island. There we took our great ship
for our return to the United States, though it must sail to
Naples first,

And, like PPaul “the next day we came to Puteoli.”

We visited these countries on our way down to Pales-
tine and Egypt, but now we are re-visiting them. It was
hot the flrat time. As we sat in one of the parks in
Naples, we noticed printed on the window of the casino
in English the words, “Iee Cream”, along with Italian
words, We pointed to the words and after a good while,
the waiter brought out a couple of glasses of whiskey
(1 think) | He probably thought that all Americans drink
it. We shook our heads, and pointed again to “Iee
Cream”, and he seemed to understand this time, but

“Oh that men -
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* finally brought out a couple of glasses of gin (I think),
probably gathering that he was mistaken and that we
were English. But we shook our heads again and per.
sisted in pointing to the words “Ice Cream”. lle was
again gone his accustomed long time, and seeing that we
were wasting our time, since he evidently needed a good
deal of “brushing up” on his English, we got up and left.
I have always wondered what he brought the third try!
—whether-pop or mashed potatoes|

As Paul sailed into Puteoli (Naples), he vould look
aocroas the bay to Mt. Vesuvius, perhaps the most noted
voleano in the world, towering 4000 feet. DPerhaps, too,
he ocould get a glimpse of the city of Pompeii, one of
the oities which was destroyed by thia volcano fifteen or
twenty years after Paul traveled along.

The mountain has been sénding forth its lava and ashes
for many hundreds of years, devastating the country,
destroying lives, and terrorizing the people who were not
killed.. The most noted eruption was in the year 79 A. D,
(Paul passed along about 63 A. DD.) when Pompeii, Her-
culaneum, Stabire and other cities of this beautiful dis-
triot were entirely covered with the ushes. For about
1800 years these cities were entirely lost sight of, but
within the past two hundred years excavations have been
made which have unearthed these cities just as they were
when destroyed. The ancient city of PPompeii which has
been awakened out of the ashes, ix one of the most inter.
esting spats in the world, for it gives one a better idea of
the ancient Roman cities than anything else which has
come down to us,

Although the weight of the ashes in the destruction of
the city broke down the buildings somewhat, still every.
thing else is juat as it was when the frightened people
fled from the place. The fountaina in some of the atria,
or open courts, of the buildings have been put into oper-
ation again, and play as lively as when the Roman soldier
ruled the world.

There we can see the houses just as they were in the
yvear 79 when the ashes covered the city. There are the
narrow stone streets with the ruts made in the stones by
the wagons, or carts, just as they were in the first cen-
tury. The theater has been preserved almost whole, where
the populace gathered to witness the plays and contests of
two thousand years ago. The temple, too, where the
religions people worshipped their gods i an conspicnous
as a church building today. Tombs and monuments are
scattered along some of the roads in the suburbs of the
city. Some watering troughs for the beasts of burden
are at the intersections of some of the streets, and drink-
ing fountains for the people are scattered here and there,
The mosaics are upon the walls and floors just as they
were when the city was covered, telling of the artistic
ability and licentious taste of the immoral i‘nlnﬂ)"nants of
the place.

Since the writer visited this city, excavators have found
so many licentions signs and imagex on the outside of
buildings they were excavating, that they covered them
with sheets to keep the workmen from being corrupted
by them. Relics formerly dug out, were in the museum
at Naples, and only scholars and special students were
permitted to see them; and as we wished to see what the
moral atatus of these people was, we obtained passes,
and found that the most corrupt “Christian” eity in the
world would not tolerate in public what flaunted in their
streets. That is what Christ has done for the world, even
when the Church has become corrupted herself.

As one passes along these streets, looking into ‘these
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temples and theaters and private buildings, he can imagine
as perhaps nowhere else on_the earth, that he is living in
the ancient world. It was into cities like this that the
Apoatle Paul went to tell the story of Jesus and to oon-
vert the people from their evil ways.

But we can not leave this country without taking a
trip to the top of Mt. Vesuvius. As we passed along in
our trip, we saw every indieation of fertility. When we
reached the bottom of the mountain, we took a wire-rope
railway to within g few hundred feet of the -top. But
we are now at the place where lava is goming red hot
from the bowels of the earth. We look into a fissure in
the mountain side as into a great furnace. The guide hax
to restrain continually our curiosity, lest we go too close
and burn our shoes as we walk over the hot lava.

Finally, we make the last move for the top. Through
ashes we wearily wade and elimb, until we reach the cra-
ter, more than 4000 feet above the sea. About once a
minute there is an explosion in which rocks are hurled
out of the crater to a great height; and it is between the
cxplosions that we run up and peep down for a few see-
onds into the great opening. All we can see is smoke and
steam rising; and on the other side of the crater at the
lowest point we ean xee cones of ashes, perliaps a hundred
feet high. When one sees these effects of a mighty power
in fhe earth so superior to man’s, he realizes his own
wedkness. _ .

When one views this voleano from the witer at night,
as we did in our great ship, it presents an_awe-inspiring
appearance. The smoke and steam are continually rolling
from it as from a furnace, and the explogions at regular
intervals lighten the clouds .which may be passing by,
giving them the appearance of fire; and this furnace in
the heavens, reflected in the waters beneath, present a
picture never to be forgotten.

Perhaps this voleane was as restless in Panl’s time,
when he sailed across the Bay of Naples with the moun-
tain in full view, and cast anchor in the port of Puteoli.

Church News

(Let the reader notice the real Bible work and development
which is going on among these groups reporting. Is your con-
gregation doing such?)

Granite City, Ill.—The church here {x going good at this
time.—J. B, P):mtgomery. golne

Unionville, Mo,, July 9, 1843—Putnam and Sullivan count.
churches are loaking forward to meetings to be held this fall.
Bro. Wm. Hensley will work with the Unionville, East Concord
and Holiday conlregltlonl; Bro. Roy Harris at Martinstown,
Bro. Webb at Worthington and Bro. Winifred Lee at Lemons,
Vlllnt Concord, Pollock and Bethel.—Charlea and Crystal Buck-
allew.

Anselmo, Nebraska—I baptized two at Cookaville in June.
July finds me part time in a school house near Broken Bow,
teaching and encouraging the faithful few. The month of Auguat
I am to be conducting Old Testament Study at Agra, Kansas.
In this western mission work the harvest is :mt. laborers few.
Like the woman may it be said of ua we did what we could.—
R. 0. Webb, Secor, Il :

West Virginia.—Thanka to the Almighty we have such a
paper aa the Macedonian Call. May its publisher live h:: to
continue the good work.—E. R. Hayea (an old preacher, and he
senda several names).

One old aister sends the M. C. for one r to five different
ro le whom she thinka needs it, sends for 30 copies of The

Ight of Faith to distribute; senda for four c of The Drama
of World Empires, concluding with the wo “Remember us
in your prayers,"—while hw of members who are better
able financlally do nothing to seatter the seed of the h
What did the Lord say about those who hide their amd |
do not use to the glory of the Lord of the Vineyard? -
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Red Cloud, Neb.—Since last report I have been working in
Kansas and Nebraska. My work with the Green Mound con-
gregation was hindered much by rain. However, we had a
m’y each day for children and were only rained out of night
meeti two ts. Two added by baptism. At A 1
worked in conjunction with Bill Hensley in hing and Vaca-
tion Bible study. Our Bible study was well atten with an
enrollment of 73. Bro. Hensley and I each preached one week,
There were 1:5‘“ baptisms. e are now doing the same kind
of work at Cloud, Neb. From here I am to go to Neosho,
Mo.—Roy Harris.

Hartford, 11l.—We just closed our annual Vacation Bible Study
here at Hartford, with an enroliment of 1569, an average of 100
daily attended these atudies. Two-thirds of the enroliment were
ohllxnn from other religious bodies. 1 wonder how ma
Churches of Christ are taking the opgortunley to teach suc
children the truth in their communitiea? Many of their parents
told me their churches had discontinued their studies due to
the war. I wonder how many of our brethren have let up in
the Lord's work, and are using the gment situation for an
excuse to slack up in their duty and obligation to the Master?
1 go next to Granite City to assist them in their Vacation Bible
Study.—Hoershel Ottwell,

Ethel, Mo.—Just concluded a serles of work with the con-
giegation at Martinaville, Ind, A Vacation Bible Study was
conducted for two weeks and development sesslons nightly for
three weeka. Those brethren are a 1005 cooperate in the
Lord'a work, and are fully aware of the future needs of the
church. Bro. C. R. Turner has done a fine work there.—Winford

Look, sistera—a receipt for “Canning™:
“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At al]l the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”

Mlacellaneous.—The booklet “What's Wrong With the Movies,”
has been raised in price by the publishers to 80¢ a copy. . , .
If you were writing a letter to a friend who is a non-member
of ﬁo Church, of a column or a column and a half of our paper
in length, to show him in as concise a war as you can, what the
true Church is, or standa for—what would you say?! We need
just such an article for each iasue of the &nper and wish our
many good writers would furnish us one. e will publish them
in the order in which we receive them. It might be several
months before yours appears, but send It. We are trying to
make each issue cover as many subjects as possible. After all,
brethren, are there not simply two groups of professed Chria-
tians in the world—the true Church of the New Testament, and
others are all Babylon, confusion? If we write in this way,
wll!i lt,not simplify the subject of religion in the mind of the
reader

Bloomington, Ind.—The July issue was exceptional and the
illustrations are quite a welcomed addition. We are still work-
ing at R. C. A, and preaching on Lord’s Day. At two of our
appointments we have afternoon meetings eomllting of develop-
ment work and studies. Yeaterday a very profitable day was
spent in the Lord’s work at Middletown. Bro. Carl Painter ls

re during the aummer months and is a big help to the
brethren, nr up the good work and may God bless you and
yours. Pray for us in our feeble efforts to tell the old, old
story.—Ed Uland.

Some addresses of groups of Disciples in the West:

Californin—Balboa, 108 6th 8t. . . . Bakersfleld, 2621 Cali-
fornia St. ... Exeter, C and Chestnut Sta, ., , Home Gardens,
Blair and Magnolia Ave. . . . Long Beach, Masonie Hall, 838
Locust Ave. . .. Modeato, Thompson Hall, 12th and Needham

Sta. . . . Compton, Puthfinder Clubhouse, 601 E. Palmer. . . .
Po 1008 8o. Garey (10th and Ga I . « » Oakland, 5433
Shattue th St. . . . Riverside,

(at B5th 8t.) ... Reedley, 1230 1

11th and Lemon Sta. . . . (West) Riverside, Nakorms and Mole

R S Ik B, SO B
» ! 1 Y ) 2 y hy

Road . . . San Joae, 838 Vendom: nisor Ave. o nden

Arizsona—Glendale, American Legion Hall.

Colorado—Kirk, “Fairview church” ¢/o Faye Crist. V L
La Junta, 8th Sg.. and Grace Ave, " bb.:m.“sm y . mom‘\“.
Ashl . LI T Y y
Ashley H. Elaon A 108 &, Fep T nd Cemarron Pueblo, c/o
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Orcf.ob—lluuda 6th and Main Sts., west of Grade School
.. . Klamath Falls, K. C. Hall, 413% Malp St.

ashi n—Seattle, Gowan Hotel, 2nd and Stewart . . .
Spokane, W. 2002 Boone Ave.
Send this to soldiers on the west coast who are members of
the church; or to defense workers away from home.

An officer in the army writes to the editor thus in a private
letter:  “I would like to say that trying to live as a Christian
in the army is one of the hardest things I have tried to do
and | know sometimes I have failed; but God willing, I shall
improve myself. The Macedonian Call is a real help, and ]
think it should be sent to as mfny as possible in the service,
[{He sends two dollars. Are you sending to your boys  or aec-
3uninun«|.—ld.] Frequently one doesn’t realize he has been

rifting unti! he reads some article which points out the de-

ficlency so ‘clearly that a blind man could almost see his error.
I think the book you sent on history and %‘ro};hccy {(The Drama
of World Empires] is very good, thoug haven't yet had
time to read each of the references you mention in connection
with the text.” . .

On Jul*t the second we completed the Vacation Bible Study
in West Riveraside, and we feel that. the Lord has bleased us
greatly in this undertaking. Our svérage attendance was 61
which was considered excellent, this being the firat time ever
tried In thia locality. We feel this has meant much to the

future growth of the Church. At present we are in Oskland,
Calit. e plan to stay here for at least thres months. Our
work will conalst of advertising the Church by ing out

hand bills, calling on prospects and new members for the pur-
s:u of making the way of Truth more plain to them, also

velopment igstructiona will be given so the congregation will
be more capable of being edified through itself in love. Pray for
us that we may do more for the cause of Christ.—Wllbur Storm.

WHAT WILL YOU DO? —

Tolrkn, Kans.—Dear Bro. Sommer; The July Macedonian
Call is excellent, well worthy of a place in any good lbrary
which is open for the public. And oh, if it could be read care-
fully by the whole famlly In more homes! The different writers
give 30 much food for thought, directing the mind to strive for
something more than things that perish with the vaing, inepiring
with that hope which we have as an anchor of the sou sure
and steadfast, and which- entereth into that within the vell;
whither for us Jeaus had entered. (Heb. 6:18, 20) “For Christ
is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are
the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear In
the presence of God for us.” (9:24.) I hope many thousands in
defense works and training camps, ete., ml{ receive and read
this encouraging literature to cheer them on the way. Enclosed
find check to help in the good work, and let us press on in the
ﬂght. of falth to the end—Emily Baker. (;he sends $35,
which will send the ﬁlpﬂ' to 26 public libraries. A family in
Ohio sends $80 for the work, and we are using that to send to
50 more libraries, into which many people are lllxpi who are
thinking more seriously now than ever before. And they may
think more seriously yet as they receive those unwelcome tele-
grams from the govéernment. Into how many of these libraries
are you willing to send the truth ?!—Editor,)

Decatur, 1I.—The Edward St. Chureh of Christ, 983 N.
Edward 8t,, Decatur, Ill,, invites all brethren near and far who
come through this city on vacation to worship with us., Services
each Lord’s day, Bible Study at 10 a. m. and Worship at 11 a. m.
and 7:30 p. m, 7 p._m. each Lord’s day we have music
instruction by Bro. Don Button. Bro. Don has given ua some

instruction in music and there seems a improvement.

ome and worship with us. Last Lord's day, July 4, 1948, Bro.

Harold Shasteen preached for us both morning and wonfn(.—
Roland Borchert, 1081 E, Eldorado.

Berkeley, Calif.—Concluded a Vacation Bible St July 9,
1643, in Oakland, Calif. We put in two weeks of advertisi
prior to our three weeks of study. We were more than
with the results as it opened the homes of several famliliss to
the church. Although our attendance would be small in com-

rison to other r cos it wan good in relation to previous

gures. One pupll walked a mile every day for thres weeks,
he l-oycanoc{;, Atthohpnrntu]x)n:hm tththo Snr;;n:l:ﬁo
congregation. We are planning a Development program ]
last of this week and the first of nextl All the male members

take part at every service and as a result the congregation o
rnw In stre . Monday, July 18, I baptized a yo:.n' man
n Oskland and Sunday, Jul tined & young lady here at

18,1
th

Sacramento, I shall be wi e Modesto congregation July 88
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to. August 1, then back to Oakland to work with Bro. Wilbur
Btorm for a while.—F. Wilford Landes, 2223 Unlon 8t.

Hammond, Itlinois—Just back from Cedar Rapids and Center
Point lowa. Preached ten times in Cedar Kapids and had
ﬁlnnnt visit in homes of Bro. Pryor and many others. Made
‘headquarters at my niece and nephew's house while there.
Church is getting alo vorﬂ well, but not large in numbers.
A faction lvorln&d“mb e colleges” are now in a meeting there
which they are holding in the meeting house owned by Negroes
as they have no houss of their own. We have a lovely, neat
and clean meeting house there and brethren appreciate it, too,
John H. Bills is doing the preaching for the “Bible college”
faction and 8, W. Baker, of Burli n, Iows, Is doing the song
leading for them. Bills is from San Diego, Calif. Baker has
had some deceived thinking he would be all right if he was
influenced more by us brethren, but he is not.
thelr plotures on bills scattered over the city and Baker has
trled to do much harm there, That man Pryor could not be
fooled and “worked” by Baker though.—W. G. Roberts.

Red Cloud, Nebr.—Bro. Roy Harris and I have just con-
cluded work at Agra, Kansas, and Red Cloud, Nebraska, and I
wish to announce that the future looks bright at both locations.
The Agra congregation had its vacation Bible study in
a8 many years with 73 enrolled. Red Cloud brethren sponsored
their fifth in as m2ny years with 80 enrolled, Bro. Harrls and
I each talked a week while at Agra in night meetings. Eight
were added by baptism and one confessed wrongs, At Red
Cloud wo delivered lectures from Acts. No additions, but these
studies attracted several non-members and were encouraging
to the membership. Why not plan more of these evening studiea
in Acta and other books? We gave each an Individual copy of
the book, and they studied with us.- All were glven the oppor-
tunity to ask questions at the close of aach lecture.—Bill
Henaley, Box 322, Red Cloud, Nebr.

Martinsviile, Ind.—In brief, there is much we can do if we
work with a will, no time to be wasted. In the past few weeks
it has proven be¥ond any doubt, development is the anawer to

wth. Bro. Winford Lee was recently with us aiding in our
scation Bible Stud&. with development sessiona Monday and
Tuesday evenings, Midweek Service on Wednesday evening,
Then ursday and Friday evenings with more dovelo?ment
work. If we want to know more of God's wonderful plan, “Let's
have more Btudy.” We enjoyed having Bro. Lea at Martinaville
and may the Lord rlchly bless him and sll the others, both
young and old brethren who are giving their time In the service
of the Master of all things, is our humble prayer.—Harcy Powell,

Is This & “Walk-In” Invitation?—The libraries in Indianapolis
announce that fewer books are being read but that those read
are much more substantlal than before the war. This shows
that people are thinking. Bro. Carl Ketcherside recently sald
that in &e main lbrary in his city, he found the Macedonian
Call, and that it had the appearance of being read a considerable.
Now if some people are reading more solid literature in two
cities, may we not infer that in all probability they are dolng it
In many, perhaps all? So, why not see that the Maln Publlc
Library In your oity, has this missionary Journa) for its patrons.
Why not see that EVERY public library which has a reading
room in your county has this opportunity? The very name
of our paper is ‘“Macedonlan Call,” to instill as much of
the apirit as possible, to heed the call, “Come over into Mace-
donia and help us.” Shall we heed this silent Macedoniun

w

IMPORTANT-—September iasue for relatives and friends
of soldiers—Many parents are disconsolate because their sons
have been taken K:to the army. We belleve that the September
issue will help console them. The pictuve is already drawn, and
{s striking. Many fathers and mothers of our readers may wish
to say a few words to other parents, or to the boys. Thone
who are only friends of soldiers may wish to say something to
encourage. Write it NOW, and send AT ONCE, Don’t make
it over 580 words. And along with thia will go much teaching
concerning the plan of salvation as found in the New Testament.
All parents now are interested in almost lnythlng about soldiers,
and would they not be interested in this pa&or. IF YOU WOULD
SEND IT TO THEM? - S0 why not get the name and address
of all blue-atar parents in your community (if in rural localitles,
eapecially), and send them this copy which will be so suited for
them? *{aey are three cents a copy in bundles of ten or more.
Or, better, send to three names for six months, for one dollar.

But order AT ONCE, please.

s e ——= e
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call? We hope to make every issue just as Interesting ss the

-July lssue, for which we are recelving so many commendations

from many states. -

Saint Louis (July 22)—I've been working day and night at-
tempting to take care of routine affairs here and at the same
time be of sssistance to the general brotherhood, I think that
in_all of my experience with the Churches of Christ, I have
never seen & more favorable outlock for the Cause. Already
three new congregations have been solidly established in this
state in 1943 and another is on the way in north Missourl, The.
work being done with our soldiers is bearing fruit also, Bob
Johnson was home on furlough and assisted greatly in the Saint
Louis work. One of our Woys from this ares is making effective
use of the Macedonian Call in camp. Two others are in dee
discussion with. representatives of the college church In their
sector, not without promise of future results. One boy writes
in from Alaska that he is coming home soon to obey the gospel.
Another whom we could not effectively reach before he went
l\u{. sends word that he will be immersed at the first oppor-
tunity. 8till another says he recelved a copy of “Fight of
Faith” which I forwarded and it has opened m’- eyes, as well
as those of several camp buddles. I'll take the afternoon
July 80, to have a long discussion with brethren in Des Moines
about effective mission work ‘in Iowa for a year. Plans are
already drawn, waiting the final arrangement as to evangelist
and time selected. Most of the work will center around develop-
ment of talent, so that there will be local men prepared to ta
over and the preacher can go on to a new n.uf.' r.will stop at
Davenport, Iowa, next afterncon for ap talk over mission work

roblems in the Tri-City area, go next morning to Galesburg,
11., to determine further needs of a little band, which the Saint
Louis churches helped to o%ul for services. Bro, Emery Smith
of thistcity has worked untiringly with them In counsel, advice -
and otherwise. That night, I hope to go on to Peoria, Ill,, for
a talk with L, E, Ketcherside and others concerning development
work and general church growth in central Illinols.—

An urgent appeal has been made -for mission work In the
northwestern area of the United States; covering Washington,
Oregon, Idaho and Montana. This has been on my desk for
virtually a year, during which I have worked on the problem,
We did not want to do anything unti]l we were sure we could
promise results, The time has now come to strike. We are
arranging to send Kenneth Morgan to that area for one year,
and the principal part of his support must come from the middle
section of the United States. I'm preparing a bulletin fully
covering all detalls of the work. In the meantime, if you
brethren who see this, will fellowship this work each month
for one year let me know. If you ean contribute five dollars,
ten dollars, or more or less each nionth to this great and worthy
endeavor, be sure to write me immediately. Here's a chance
for some congregations which have not been doing reguiar
mission work to get in on the ground floor. The first ones to
write in will be tied in with this work until ample has ‘been
promised to take care of it each month, then we will not accept
more for this fleld. There are other places that will need it
later. The money after the plan has been compieted will be
sent directly to the fleld of action. Will you help us?

Vacation Bible Study at the newest congregation in the Saint
Louis metropolitan ares, Granite City, is drawing to a close.
It has been aupervised i)y Brother Hershel Ottwell, who has
done & fine job, I was with the classes, teaching two days.
May all of us realize that the salvation of souls depends upon
our energy manifested, and may all of us love each other a little
more intensely, and pray for the brotherhood dally, while it is
called today. It's hard not to be interested in something you

ray for regular)ll'!—w. Carl Ketcherside, 75600 Trenton Ave.,
Bnlveulty ity, .

Some one sowed this seed.—Some one gave a brother who has
fought all human organizations, including the Bible college, to
do work of the Church; also opposed the tor system,—a
copy of the Macedonian Call of September, 1841 on those sub-
jects. He wrote us and we sent some other copies, then he
wrote this letter: *“My Dear Brother SBommer,—It is with a
deep feeling of brotherly love and respect that I address you
as brother ‘{hlu aftornoon. [ have never met you, but I assure
you that the term ‘brother' with which 1 address you this
afternoon carries with it a deeper, tenderer meaning than it did
last week when 1 wrote you. Just why a few words from your
pen and a few articles from your paper commands such respect
and admiration I do not pretend to understand unless it is be-
cause you have the cour-fq to stand for the Truth and for the
good of the One Body which you and I love better than we love

lane,
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our lives. With no wish to ov jse, but with a desire to
encourage, I want to say that I have never seen, outside the
Bible itself, so many truths set forth in so short an article s
you have done in your issue on ‘A FORGOTTEN SCRIPTURE'.

Sullivan, 11l.—This is the third week of my work in Bullivan,
Nlinois. o first two weeks were spent in Vaeation Bible Study,
which is reported in another place. I balieve the church at
Sullivan sees the future of such work, and it is to the future
of it that we must look. VBS work {s nut s xhnt{ng. we must
.qultivate, and pullontly await the harvest, and the harvest will
depend on our diligent cultivation, Everywhere the church
‘should see the value of this work, and work it into the regular
program of work, We must not neglect the children, and svery
con ation should plan their program with a place in it for
the “little ones.” Almost every house in town was reached in
the distribution of blotters advertising the meeting. The blot-
ters carried this sentence: “THIS wlll only dry the ink spots
on your letters, but the GOSPEL removes sin spots from the
IO\I{" Our attendance !s encouraging, but not satisfactory. It
has grown during the firat wesk. To date, there has been one
acknowledgment of wrong. The theme of the lessons for this
first weok I8 “The Kingdom of Heaven,” During the first two
weeks we studied on ‘Iodnudny and Friday evenings In the
Hebrew letter. The four nights of study enabled us to cover
nearly six chapters. Fair sttendance, and good interest in the
study made it a profitable investment of time. Stress has been
placed on the regular Lord’s Day Bible study in the introducto;{
chapters of the Roman letter. [ go next to Neosho, Missouri,
for a two weeks mesting, plao conducting & Yacation Bible Study.
This work begins August 8.—Kenneth Morgan, Route 1,
Tahlequah, Okla, :

Sullivan, II.—The Sullivan Progress published this report
of our Vacation Bible Studzennd we were certainly grateful for
that favor, perhaps it will be interesting to readers of the M.C.:
“The Churcg of Christ had the happy feeling as it brought to
a close its first Vacation Bible Study, that the endeavor had
been & very worthwhile one. . . . The students were placed in
two groups. Brother Kenneth Morgan, evangelist who planned
the lessons, and directed the study, taught the older children, Bis-
ter Helen Tumer. school teacher In the county, and member of
the congregatlon, was an able assistant, teaching the smaller chil-
dren, Tﬂu were three alms in ?lrtlcu ar for the Study, namely,
to familiarize the children with the Bible, to create and strengthen
faith in God, and to build character. The course of study in-
cluded incidents from the lives of eight Biblical characters.
Among them were Joseph, Danlel, Ruth, Esther, David, and
Jasus brlnqlng out character lessons such as Danlel's pm-h:*I of
life, Esther’s willin ly living for others, Ruth’s true friends IP.
David’s faith in Go’. and Jesus' exemplary obedience of earthly
parents. In addition to these particular studies, there were
many drills In general knowledge of the Bible. The mothers
were invited the last day. Through various exercises they were
shown some of the accomplishments in the ntud{. The mothers
wovldod a plenic lunch for the group and the teachers at

yman Park. Our sincere thanks to the mothers, and all others
who assisted and encouraged in any way this effort to help the
children to better llving.—K. Morgan,

NOTICE! SAINT LOUIS BIBLE READING PLANS!—
After numerous requests for a summer session of the Bible
Reading held annually in our city, we have decided that in
1944, we will have split sessions of the Study, to enable mll
pouiblo to take advantage of* the conslideration of the Bible
under direction of Brother W, Carl Ketcherside. We, in Saint
Louls, believe thut -the first law of apiritual life, Is the proper
development of the entire Body to function In the way for which
each part was adapted. It is only when emch member has a
definite sense of responsibility toward the soul of his fellowman,
and is willing and equlrpod to talk to him about the matter,
that the church can truly be said to be a strong church. Any
organisation which depends upon one man or a small group for
its existance can last only so long as that man, or Jl. group
of men, last. We have had some degree of success in our city
in dwo'loplnx talent of our membership, but only the same sue-
cess that could be achleved everywhere that the Lord’s plan Is
given a chance to work, But we want ull to share In our work
and the benefits we recelve from It,

Aeeordlnﬂly we have instructod Brother Ketcherside, that in
1944 he will teach six weeks of Bible Study in the winter and
six weeks in the summer. Tho winter course will consiat of the
New Testament and the summer of the Old Testament. The
latter will be based on a simpler plan, and will especially appeal
to all of High Bchool ago or over. Parents Interested in having

-services.
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their children attend, in the summer of 1944, may be assured
that we shall do all within our power to assist them while here,
However, we are restricting the un,bllmit to those who are in
the ninth grade or above in thelr public school work, Further
announcement will be made later, but we should like to hear
from all rtmmtivo attendants at either session in 1944. Write
to Robert Morrow, 7117 Manchestsr Ave. Saint Louils, Mo—
Elders of the Saint Louis Churches. -

‘Have You Tried I1t?—What? Bome method to get the |
before the xoplo. You know, we have “protracted mee "
to preach the gospel to people, and yet I do not have any idea
that is the exact wa thor. ut the ‘OIrOl out in the bogltmiu.
Paul went into market s, and it is possible that he went

there about the same time every day. Or maybe-not. They
had no singing in-new flelds, that we read about. I don’t sup-
pose they had “invitation songs”" like we have today. Any-

where, everywhers they could get an opportunity, they told the
£

story of the cross. Jesus sald, “Go and h all nations,” make
dhuirple: of them. Men and women alike can do this, privately
at least.

We might write articles and rubluh in our village
?o-p"' It seems that it is hard now to ge
preach to them, And while the gas rationing is on, porhlrn
churches can have a preacher go from house to house and dis-
tribute literature and talk to ; and then one night in the
week, and on Bunday and night ¢ K might have public preaching
About as much might be accomplished this way as
any. Some churches are having Vacational Bible Studies week.
days, and getting the children of non-members as well as mem-
bers to come every day. Considerable Interest is stirred in this
way. Whether the children continue to come, and whether we
can get the parents interested, remains to be sesn. Anyway, it
creates a Yavorable impression for the church, Yet, the Home
must stayfl behind children to mecomplish much, and even then,
it seems hard in these days to do them the lasting : that
should be done. The distribution of npprgl.:rlnh terature,
{::rlonllly or through the mails, may help. nding-the M, C,
?ubllc fibraries may help. But' nothing will take the place
of the personal solicitation by the wholehearted Christian, and
then Kou may have to search a long while for an honest soul.
Yot they are in the world. Anrwaiv, ‘svery way, that does not
violate any Beripture or prineiple of the gospel, should be used.
“Teach all nations,” But we must not transgress any Soripture In
this work—must not form any human organisation.

Bertram, Mo.—The" church hers at Antloch la expecting Bro,
C. R. Turner to hold a mosting in September. Bro. C, C.
Teghtmeyer, of Kansas City, preaches here the firat Lord’s Day
of onch month, He has also besn doing some fine development
work here.—Mrs. Harold White,

Sullivan, IlL.—After my work with Brookport, Ill., congrega-
tion, which has been réported, [ :‘flln resimed my work at
Anderson, Ind, June 1st, | worked three weekas making per-
sonal calls, preaching from house-to-house. Two weeks In
Vacation Blble Study, which was a success. We had an lvongo
of about 80 children, closed with a program, showing the
raront- what they had learnod. All seemed well ticaned. Fol-
owing we had s three weeks tent mesting In North Anderson
(s new territory), Visible results, one baptism. During this
oriod of time | made over 200 personal calls and conducted a
evelopment class which I belleve will prove beneficial to the
congregation, I closed the tent meeting night of July 85, and
bogan here in Henderson, Ky., July 28. This ls my first effort
In this city. After this meeting I shall return to Anderson
for about. four weeks of development and nal work, The
harvest is great and labovers are few. Let us pray that more
iaborers (the right kind) may be sent into the harvest. Yours
for the simplicity of the I'OIPOLT-C- R. Turner,

A sister in Missourl sends fifty dollars to send the Macedonian
Call, Drama of World Empires and The Fight of Faith booklets
to IIBrnrln, soldiers and othera. All of this literature is deal-
ing with present.day problems in the light of the Bible, uw all
glve faith and hope In God’'s way In thess trying times. What
are YOU doing to sow the ssed of the Kingdom in your com-
munity or among thoss you know? Con«rnlne the man with
one talent who refused to use it, Jesus sald, “Oust yv the un-
profitable servant into outer darkness.”

1 thought the July issue the best yet. I like the
and the complete spiritual trend.—Willlam Hensley. (From
north, east and west come the same sentiment. nks,
brethren, very much. By grace of God, we hops to continue
the fight i«”hm Sin in all {tsa forms., But we need more

non-members present

icture front

readers,.—





