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“Home, Sweet Home"’

Ax 1 owrite this, radio commentutors nre heealding ad-
vanees of the Allied forees in the North Afriean theatre
of struggle. The British First and Eighth Armies are
proceeding towanrd Tunin,  The Free French Forees are
cloving on Pont-du-Fah. The Americans, farther toward
the north, are battering their way townrd Dizerte. Bombs
are raining down upon seaports, constal roads and air-
dromes,  Blockbusters are sending devastation into the
ranks of the enemy vities.  Predictions wre alresdy being
made of o conting Axis Dunguerque, andd the heavy easnal-
tien which will rexsult to Ronooel’s trapped wen. The
battle of Afvien may be histors by the time yoi road this,

When owr Amerienn boyx drive their jeeps down the
strects of Tunis, o omonument will preet their gave which
will no doubt cause many of them to choke boek the
Feeling of homesickness which will surge over them, It
is the shnft erveted 1o the memory of John Hownrd Payne.
We hope that bumbs have spared it Payne was born in
New York City in June, 1790 and was a precocious ehild.
Enely in life he beenme stage stenek awd i tender years
attnehed himself to the theator and its gilded teappings.
[le beenme a wanderer, going to London v touring the
continent of Europe.  Dexpite rather lindsone poyalties
reveived for plays he had written, he seems 1o have been
cursed with a tnek of managzement, mind wos always finan-
vinlly embarrassed.

Eventually he was appointed Pnited States consul 1o
Tunis, wied there amidst the deab seenery, but eolorful
praplex, he penned the words of the song which made his
name famous,  There upon foreign xoil he breathed his
st anel was buvied, fur Trom the “Home, Sweot [Jome”
witiel e must have loved so nael and saw =0 Titgle.

A simple monument was ereeted in Tunis, and on it
these words appear: “In the tomb beneatly this stene the
poet's pemains lay buried for thivty yvears.  On dannary
S0 1HRE, they were distnterred and taken awny o his
mtive i, where they received honor and finngl burial
in the eity of Washington, June 00 188870 The singer
had nt Tust come home,

Payne little realized that the soil vpon which he wrote
the memorable words would some day be stained hy the
erimsoti blood of our lads who ure fighting to protect
their own sweet homes.,  Many of them, like the puthor
of the song, will some day return to those homoes, but
their eyes will not nee the benuty of the roses that cluser
in the dooryards, nor their cars hear the paeans of praise
which wilt be dedieated to their honor.  But thoxe who
live will undoubtedly think over the wowrds of the sonyg
nx they see the monument of the anthor and. perhaps, in
anvient Tunis will again be heard the melody nx strong,
young voices, mellowed by desire for sight of things they
ove, will blend in singing:

A exile from home, splendor dazzles in vain;
Oh! give me my lowly thatehed eottage ngnin’
The birds singing gnyly, that came at my eall:
Give me them ! and the peaee of mind denrer than all,
Home, home, sweet, sweet home!
He it ever so humble ’
There's no plaee like home !
—W. Cnrl Keteherside,

The Church of Christ and Babylon

An, Honest Bearch for the True Church Organization in
the Confusion of the "Christian” World

Let not the honest-hearted beeome disconraged with
the confusion in the Cheistinn world, Tor hen members
of God's Chureh will not keep it pure aeeording to His
word, He has ovdainsd that “there must be nlso heresiex
among you, that they which are approved may be mmde
nunifest amonge vou”™ ol Cor, 11:10)

A NSeetarian s one who belongs to o party aud will no
honestly congider any objections to it. We hope none of
the readers isx n Sectarian,

What is the True Ohurch?

W nre not in this essay xpeaking of the lives of Chris-
tinns whieh, of conrse, must be pure to bring salvation,
hut of the ontwarl, formal organization of the ehureh.

Clivist saiil to his apostles, “Go into all the world and
preweh the gospel to every erenture. e that believeth
amed ix bnptized shall be soved: but he that believeth not
shall be damned.™  (Mark 16:15, 14.)

The people who came into Christ's Chuareh were ealled
upon to bhelieve in Christ as the Sen“of tod, 1o repent of
all their sins, to confoss Jesus s their Lord, and be huriemd
with Him by haptism into death,  (Nee Jolin 638, 4 Gl
Ha07 0 Nets 2008 Nets Sa8)

The Toeal vhnreh was governed mypd fod by elders, ealled
also bishops, ax the spivitual leaders, and deacons to look
alter temporal affaivs.  Evangelisis went from place to
place but hadd no anthority aver churehes which had sneh
elders,  Dilferent members of the flock took part in the
warship under the elders. (1 Tim. 3:8-10; Titas 1:5.9;
Nets 20028 Aets G 1 Cor, 14:26,)

The Apostolic Chureh had no soeietios or human organi-
stions of any kimd 1o do work of the ehureh,  Evepy
eliarel nind every imdividual Christian was to do all the
missionary work, aid work, and edueational work that
they vould, (Nee Aets 923642 Gal. 6:10; Nets 11:27-30;
Aets ®:4: Eph. 3:21)

Their worship was very simple and consisted of sing-
ing. praying. giving, teaching and communing with God
in the Lord's Supper.  (See Nets 2:42; Col. 3:37: 1 Cor.
16:13: 1 Cor, 11:25:29 They had no instrumental musie
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o it their worship, for they considered it an addition to
what God had given,

They did not raige their money by festivals, shows, ete.,,
but by giving. (Read 1 Cor, 16:1-3; 2 Cor. 8 and 9 chap-
ters,)

Paul maid in 2 Cor, 11:3: | fear, lest by any means, as
the werpent beguiled Eve through hisx subtilty [erafti-
ness], 8o your minds should be corrupted from the sim.
plicity that is in Christ.”

And, inspired, John said in ahnost his last words: “If
nuy man shall add unto these things, (God shall add unto
him the plagues thut are written in this book.” (Rev.
22:18.)  I'he confusion in the Christinn world whieh we
deplore so much ix largely the result of adding things to
what God has given,

Development of Babylon

The word “Iubylon™ means “eonfusion” and is applied
hy God to the confuxion which resnlts from departure
from Hin Word,

In 2 Theskaloninns 2, Paul tells that o great apostasy
hid staried already nnd would develop into a mighty
power which would continne till Christ should come again,
As long ax professed Christians maintain the loeal ehureh
government which tod gnve of elders and deacons, it is
hard for ambitions men to gnin the power they wish, The
first step from thix was to appoint one of the clders over
the others and enll him “the bishop™, and the others more
“elders”™ or *presbyters”.  This in what might be com.
pared to the one-man preacher-pastar system whieh we
now luive abmost universally in the Christian world, and
oask if there is any nuthority in the New Testament for
it!

Then in the second century they exalted the bishops of
the ity churehex over those of the smaller towns, and.,
[uter, the metropolitan citien over the smaller ones. Thewe
steps were ealled Diocesan, Metrapolitan, Patrinrehal, and
finully Pupal systems of chureeh government.  But the pope
did not hnve ubsolute sway wntil about the sixth century,
This along with muny other devistions constituted Haby.
lon in itk fullness,

Protestantisn profested ngninst many of these corrup-
tions, but when they came out of Rome they, unfortu-
nately, brought many of these unseriptural things with
them, amd many of the divisions in Protestantism are
enused by some groups having more of the traditions of
[{ome than the others,

Some of these unseriptural things borrowed from Rome
nre infant baptism; pouring or sprinkling for baptism;
voclexinstival offfcers such as hishops (o ver several
chueches), eardingls, areh-bhishops, ote: inman organiza-
tions to do work of the ehurel, sueh as missionary so-
vieties, nid societies, edneational societios; instrumental
muwie in the worships keeping of religious days exeept
the Lord's doy s entertsinments to vnise money ; and many
ather things, Al these practives are nnmentioned in the
New Testament, and are causing confusion, and thus do
not those who praetiee them constitute what the lLored
ealls Bubylon?

A voice from heaven eried concerning this Babylon,
“Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of
l‘xgr:?m. and they ye recelve not of her plagues.” (Rev.

God’s Attitude Toward Honest-hearted People in Error

'l‘hirf subject in renlly God's buainess, not ours, yet Gad
has said some things regurding it.  Concerning the honest
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heathen in Jewish times, Paul said: “When the Gentilen,
which have not the law, do by nature the things contained
it the law, these, having not the law, are a law unin
themselves, which show the work of the law written in
their hearts, thelr conseience also bearing witness, a
their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else exeusing
one another, . . . If the wmicircumcinion [Gentile] keep
the law, shall not his uncireumeision be counted for cir.
enmeision?  And shall not uncireumcision which in hy
nature, judge thee [Jew)] who by the letter and eireum.
cision dost transgress the law?! For he is not a Jew, which
in one outwardly; neither is that cireumecision, which is
outward in the flesh; but he is u Jew, which is one in.
wardly ; and vireumeinion is that of the heart, in the apirvit,
and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of
God.” (Romans 2:12.20.) Read clowely the whole con.
nection.

Was Qod more lenient toward the honest-hearted who
had no chance under the Jewish law than e is to them
under the Covenant of URACE? But this is God's buai.
ness uxcept as ITe has revealed IHimuelf concerning some
of Ilis principlex of conduet,  Are we not sectavigny when
wo refune to conrider ALL that (Qod ways on the subject of
Responsibility ?

We do not kunow what God will do with the honest.
lienrted in heathenism or in Babylon. That is Ilia busi-
newd not ours. The Jew could not fellowship the Gentile
even when he kept the moral law, and we csil not endorse
those in Babylon with unseriptural practiees, for John
suys: “If there come any unto you and bring not this
doetrine, receive him NOT.” (2 John 10, 11.) And again:
“('ome out of her, my people.”. If they will not come .out,
when they have been fully tanght, then it in evident they
nre not Uod's people,

Who. Are God's People in Babylon?

This, too, may be & question which can not be answoerml
in fulluess. Qod shows in His Book that when we beliove
in Jesus ux the Son of Uod, repent of our sin, acknowl
edge im as our Savior, and are Ihmmersed because e
commands ux to be, we are “baptized INTO Christ”,

When we have done thene things wholeheartedly, whe
vt presume to kay that we have not been brought “INTO
Christ” no matter under what cotdlitions the acts wepe
performed?  And it such belicvers are then mixed with
people who have many unseriptural practices, would you
not sy they are God’s people in Babylon? Would | not
be a wectarian to denounce ax unseriptural what God says
tukes one "INTO Christ”, merely because it was not per-
tormed in surroundings which I think should exist?
Would | not he rejecting the Word Qf God?

Some Would Rejeot that Baptism

If we reject such immorsion because it wan done by an
honest hearted preacher in Babylon, then should we also
reject one’s immersion because it was done by a erook in
“the Chureh of Christ”? [If xo, then does not our sulva-
tion depend on someone else ruther than on ourselves! -

Some suy that when one & baptized he MUST know
that baptinm ix “For the remission of sins” in order to its
validity, The 100 scholars who mnde the Revised Version
translnte Aets 2:838 thus, “Repent yo, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Josun Christ UNTO the
remisaion of your sina.” The Greek word is “els” and ix
hundreds of times in the New Teatament translated “into".
No the literal meaning is, “Be baptised INTO the remis
xion of wins”. The word primarily means a change of
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stute, and purpose is only secondary. Remission of sins
i+ NOT part of the act, it is benefits which come from that
act, which benefits we may understand or may not.

I have often thought that it leaves a wrong impression
to speak of the four steps which bring us into Christ as
fuith, repentance, confession and baptism, for faith is
above and through the others, not on a par with them.
1t is really faith in Christ, faith-repentance, faith-con-
fossion and faith-baptism. Baptism is a beautiful symbol
of Christ’s death, burial and resurreetion and brings us
“into the remission of xins”’, but it is faith which changex
the heart and life, not baptism. Nome people preach a
one-sided haptism. They emphasize nearly altogether the
romission of siny, but pass over lightly ity meaning that
“we are raised to walk in newness of life”. [t the new life
ix not lived, the baptinin means nothing,

It is FAITH which counts. The Ethiopisn camuch con-
fossed that he had FAITI in Jesus (hrist ax the Son ol
tind, Tn all the instances of conversion in the New Textu-
ment, the purposke was to create FAITIH in the mind of
the hearer. =

Moxt of eter’s speech on the day of Pentecost was to
shaw the hearers that they were RSINNERS and that Christ
wax their Savior; and it was THEN that they eried, “What
shall we do?” and Peter told them to repent and be bap.
tize.  When non-members come into some meeting honses
toduy the speakers preach baptism, baptism, baptism, us
it THAT would convert them. They drive the people
away. 1Y we will adopt Peter’s method and spend most
of our time showing the people that they are SINNERS
sl that they must OBEY Christ to he suved, there ix a
hetter chanee of their being willing to OBEY ax they did
on the day of PPentecost. But it is FAITIL not baptinm,
which ehanges the heart und life of people nnd which
moves people to be baptized and obey ALI: the command-
ments,  The wame Peter who spoke on Pentecost snid of
sinners: “Purifying their heavts by FAITIHY. {Acta 15:0)
IT we are to judge by appenvance, thousands of people who
have been immersed “"FOR (he remission of sins™ nre
going te wake up in hell. because the preachers have
nearly altogether emphasized the remission of sins and
the hearers have not learned for themselves that the im-
mersed are “RAISED TO WALK IN NEWNESS OF
LIFR”

I have henrd people contend that young prople should
not vome into the Chureh because the New Testnment
says they were baptized “both men and women”, But ix
not the historian only contraxting that with other ocea-
sionx when ONLY nien were converted? Tt is FAITH
which ix the dectding Fattor, not age.  Of conrse. xome
prouvhers wish to make a name to themselves by ureging
intn the ehurch children wlho do not understand, but he.
vmise some go to one extreme, should wu go to the other
extreme? Parents are responsible for their children and
THEY  and not some preacher or elder, are the onex to
|:mrido whether their children understand what they are
dning,

NSometimer when young people wet it flemly fixed in
their minds that they wish to come into the Chwreh, it is
dungerous for ua to deny them, for often they then turn
#vide and have nothing to hold them to their immature
idealinm. Tt in wisdom to let them go nheud, and then it
later they feel they did not appreciate the inatitution as
they now think one should, they can be baptized again.

If people come into the Church to get a companion, or
o please some one clse, or merely heeanse others were
doing it, or to be popular, and not ENTIRELY to please
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-Qod, they certainly should be baptized again. for they

did not have FAITH as they ghould have had.
Nometimes one is baptized to get “into” some particular
denominational church (as they express it): but does he
not believe that that church is the one in the New Testa-
ment? If you ask him why he is immersed instead of
“poured”, he will give the same seriptures the rest of ux
wive, showing that his faith rests exactly where ours doex
—in the Word of (od. Beeause he misunderstands, ix he
rejected when he obexy the act! -

*eter himself misunderstood the SCOPE of baptism, for
lie thought it was for the JEWS ONLY. and he had to
receive A revelation from God to take this error ont of
his mind. What ix the differenve between misundepstand-
ing the scope of baptism and the henefits of baptism ?

Must We Understand Benefita in Order to Receive Them?

To say YES, gots ux into serious tronble, Many diffor
ns to what “the gift of the Holy Spivit” ix which Petor
promised to those who obeyed, and yet we know that we
shall reccive it whether we understand it or not, if Gud
intendx for ux to huve it today.

We are standing near the state line hetween Indinna
und Hlinois, and don’t know just where it is. Dut we do
know that it is somewhere within ten foot of where we are,
We kfow that if we take four long steps we shall be
neross the line, We might argue o long time ax to the
exaet loeation, yel we know that if we take_these Pour
steps we shall erosx it, Onre knowledge of the exnet loea-
tion does not mntter so lome ax we take AL the steps
So in getting into Christ. Men -may misunderstand as to
which step takes them INTO Christ, yot iF they take all
fonr of faith, repentanes, confession and haptism. they
<hnll be aeross the line and INTO Christ, regardloss of
what they think. . The Lord knows and it is our business
to do all that He says, .

A young couple ix married. What did they know abont
the joys ad sorrows of the marreiage tie? Nothing,  And
vet they had FAITID in vach other and spoke theie al
lowhtiee to eneh other.  Was not that sufilcient? Shouhl!
they be married again beeanse luter they found many
Messings they never dreamed of 2 Ro we ave marriad to
Christ when we surrender wholeheartedly o Hlim, ald
shall we be baptized again because we find new blessinges
nl the institution of baptism which we did not know
hefare?  Of eourse, when peaple come out of Babylon and
foel that they should be baptized agnin, that ix their
choice.  "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” and they
should satisfy their OWN minds, but not some one’s else,

If there ave “hereties”™ IN the churel whom we are to
Spejert” (Titus 1103, may there not ilso be “my people™
t(od's) in Babylon whom we ave to necept il they “cvome
out”?

To Bay that One Must Know that
Remission of Bins, in Order to its
Us Into Berious Trouble

When Alexander Campbell was horn, we can not il
any group in Protestantism teavhing that haptism is “for
the remisgion of sins™. Roman Catholivisin had emphasized
formal works at the expense of Life, and lLather empha-
xized Fuith at the expense of Works to such an extent that
Protestants were teaching that we are “justified by faith
only”, Tt was a misunderstanding on their part. Cawmp-
bell showed from the seriptures that baptism brings us
into the remiskion of our sins.

tism is “For” the
dity, Gets
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Nuw here is the serious guestion:  If one must know
that baptism is FOR the remission of sins in order to its
validity in bringing us into Christ and His church, and if
no one knew that when Oampbell was born, then the
church must have gone out of existence, and Oampbell
re-founded it, and he is the founder of the modern church
which teaches that!

Are you rendy for that ? And more: If the church went
out of existence, then the Bible has failed, for Daniel said
God would establish in the days of the Oaesars a 'king-
dom which shall NEVER be destroyed”; and the whole
Bible is a fraud, and we all shall hopelessly perish with
Robert Ingersoll|

Iv not thix a teprible dilemma which an extrene iden
brings us into?

s it not mueh easior to helieve with God that he has o
peaple in Babyton, and that they ave really the chureh in
the wilderness, “I'his harmonizes the Faets and reason and
all the seripturoes,

When peaple come 1o us Frome Babylon, why not et
THEM decide whether they had faith in Qod and ander-
stood what they were doing, when they helievod and re-
peated and conlessed Christ amd were immersed, instead
of v sitting in judgment on THEIR faith ! “Who are
thon which judgest another man's servant

Lot Us Foar Lest We Ourselves Beoome Beotarians

When we pejoet the Faith, repentance, confession and
baptisii, whieh God commanded, beennse some misguided
denominational people administered it, do we not hecome
secturinns ke those whom we are denouncing?

Some have even goue so fure that even if one has been
haptized “for” the remission of siny, and comes ont of
Nabylon, he MUST be immersed again. s not that a
redeetion ol God's commumds, aid o manifostation of see-
tnrimnisie of the rankest type!

There are some who speak steongly against what they
enll “svet haptism™ (THOUGH ALL TTHE ACTS WERE
COMMANDED BY GO, and yet they have human or-
ganizations ol Bible colloges nnd organized Sunday schools
to o work of the “Chureh, when Paul commands us to
glovily him “in the ehureh™ (Eph. 3:21); and they have
the one-man pastor to foed the chureh, when Panl com-
mands the elders 1o do that, along with other members
CXets 202250 nd they aee more unreasonable in defend-
ing their nnanisms than the people of God in Babylon
who are willing to come out.  Have they not themselves
the real seetavian spivit? - Ave they not in Babylon them-
selves?
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Some try to stigmatize this receiving of God’s people
trom Babyton, asx “shaking them in”. [ would be afraid
thux to ridienle the faith, repentance, confession and bap-
tism which God commanded, nnd which these people have
hongstly performed.

It I were an elder of a chureh and loudly denounced
this fuith, répentance. confession und baptism, merely
hecause it was performed in Babylon, and yet in twenty-
flve yenrs of my eldership would negleet seriptural disei.
pline ou evil characters in the congregation, could it not
be juxtly said of*me that | nm a seetarian? Would it not
show that 1 was more concerned in what the other fol.
low BELIEVED than in what the Lord commanded me to
DO to suve the church from moral corruption? What
right have | to sit in judgment on 118 £aith and blind my
eves to MY OWN neglect which is bringing open reproach
on the Body of Christ?

When o man wishes to go into a group in Babylou,
thinking it to be Cheist’s chureh, and demands inanersion
twhen ull the other candidates nre having water sprinkle|
on them) even apainst the ndvice of the preacher—does
not sueh & nan show greeat FAITI in what GOD says,
not man? lle munitests mopre faith that those who have
fuvorable cvirenmstances,  Who dares say that his faith
i Chvist and repentanee of sin and acknowledging of
Jesus and immersion does not bring that man “inte Christ”
e—into the churelt of Christ? .

Bummary of Our Mmutii

s There ave some today who are loosening ap amd going
INTO Babylon and fellowshipping those in it. God never
commaunded sueh practice, but rather says, “If there come
any unto you and bring not thix doctrine RECEIVE HIM
NOT™  But these people are veceiving them.  God com-
mands His people to “"COME OU'T”" of Babylon. W
should teach all the people we can and make this grand
CALL, We ean not compromise on any seripture, but we
must recognize Qod'sx Word no matter where it' is found.
Giad's people in Babylon must lay aside all their unserip-
tural things, and we ean not demand that they lay aside
that which they hold or have done which ix accord.
ing to Qod’s Word, WIIEN THEY HAVE PERFORMED
THE ACT. LET THEM DECIDE THEIR DEGREE OF
FATTH. and not let us sit in judgment on their faith.
“Who art thou which judgest another man's servant!”

Let us not be xo zealous AGAINST crrov that we are -
bhlind te trath; let us not be xsp unvewsonnble against
zectarinns that we become sectarians ourselves,

If you are one of God’s people in Babylon, vast off all
humanisms and let us stand together on the Word of
Gad alone. May you have the courage to do this today. -
1. AL Sommer, - )

NOTE—I ask the readoer to go over this article at Jeast
two more times carefully before passing judgment on it
1 think it harmonires ALL, the seriptures and faets in
the ease.

Try This on Your Bible

he first practical help T ever reccived in the mastery
of the English Bible was from a layman. We were fellow-
attendants at a certain Christian conference or convention
nnd thrown together a good deal for several days, and |
snw something in his Christian life to which 1 was a com-
parative stranger—a poace, a rest, a joy, a kind of spirvit:
unl poise 1 knew little about, |

“ll\
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“One day 1 ventured to ask him how he had become
ponsessed of the experience, when he replied, ‘By reading
the epistle to the Ephesians.’ 1 was surprised, for 1 had
read it without such results, and therefore asked him to
oxplain the manner of his reading, when he related the
following

“lle had gone into the country to spend the week-end
with hix family on one vecasion, taking with him u pocket
copy of Ephesians, wnd in the afternoon, going out into
the woods and lying down under n tree, he began to read
it : he read it through at a single vending, nud finding his
interest aroused, read it through again in the same way,
anel, his interest inercasing, agnin and again. | think he
added that he read it some twelve or fifteen times, *and
when [ arose to go into the house,” said he, 'l wax in pos.
session of Ephesians, or bettor yet, it wus in possession
of me, und | had been lifted up to sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus in an experimental sense in which
that had not been true in me before, and will never vease
fo be true in me ngain.'

“f confess that as 1 listened to this simple recital my
heart was going up in thanksgiving to God Por answered
prayer, the prayer veally of months, it not years, that |
might come to know how to master Hin Word,  And yet,
sitle by side with the thanksgiving was humiliation that
I had not discovered so simple a principle before, which
1 boy of ten or twelve might have known,  And to think
that an ‘ordained minister’ nnst sit at ‘the feet of a ‘lay-
man' to fearn the must inportant seeret of his trade !

“Every Individual Christian Was a
Missionary”

“Those early trivmphs were not bhrought about by
prenchers’ alone, Truly there were preachers in those
days, wmen who conld hold the attention of multitndes,
some of whom—if they were here now —wonld draw
henrers from the '‘River to the ends of the earth,” but even
wrent preachers could no more do the work than they can
now, It was not the waork of any one elass. Real New
Testnment missionary work did not contradiet itself by
enlling men and wonen into the serviee of the King and
then tying their hands and prohibiting them from serving,
Though no effort was made by them to give a complete
lixst of the workers, u very respectable vegister conld be
compiled in which we would read the numes of Zehedee's
Sons of thunder,” Jumes and John s Barvabas, the son of
exhortution’; the elogiient Apollox; the stalwart Simon
Peter; Andrew wnd Philip who cach brought o brother to
Jostin; and there would be Stuchys, Timothy, Titus, Silas,
Clement and many more "whose nanes are in the book of
life'

Novr would it be o golden gataxy of men only for we
would fiued thepe Priseilla who taught the Alexawdrinn
srntor : Teyphena and "Tryphosa who labored in the Loml™:
the beloved sister, Persis, ‘who labored much in the Loved™;
Mary “who bestowed much labor on’ the snints a4t Rome:
with Eumdin and Ryntyehe ‘who labored oo in the gos.
pel' with Paul, and still others,  lu fuet, all woere to be
tenchers (1leb, §:12),

“Ohurches were born of missionary activity and mani-
fested the characteristios by sending the message on. The
faith of Ronw was ‘proelained throughont the whole
workd'; from the Thessilonianx the word of the Lord was
Sounded forth' in Macvedonia, in Greeee, and clsewhere;
md the ehureh nt Philippi enrly took up missionaey work
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and persisted in it. The remurkable necomplishments of
those days were not brought ubout by u fow,

“ ‘Not only apostles and ovnxoltm and teachers, but
merchants, and miners, and sailors, and soldiers, and
oraftsmen, voluntarily made it one of their ohief objects,
whether at home or abroad, in private and public life, to
extend the gospel measage. . . . Garrinons slong the bor-
ders of the Empire. . . . became outposts of Christiun
vivilization . ., . eenters froni whieh Christinnity spread
outside the vivilizegl world, und these isolated-spots . . |
hecame onses of the taith. Women as well as men were
active asoxm. + « » Then, as in no period since, every indi.
vidual Christian was a missionary, and it was to this
individualistio evangelism that the marvelous extension of
that time was due.' " ( McLoean). —Missionnry Messenger.

e said e was the “Freiend of wmin™
O man, did you believe it !

He proved it in o thotsand ways,

But you did not receive jt,

For proof that sire waouhl end the strife
You foreed Him to give up His life,

¢ O ereatures made, e was the flist—
The Great God's only Son; .
Yot "Friend of mnn™ He vhose 1o be
Think you, ol minn nndone,
That yow've guite spie to elose your oyes
Ta sueh stupendous Fuet the prize?

And where ix now this “Friend™ of yours?!
(Not where your hase hands heid Him

At Power's vight hand at your commanad,
To serve thoxe who axsniled Him,
AM-Power stepped inand ploeed Fling igh”
O man, o'ceruled and won, bronght nigh,

”I'ullﬂh! IIiL’lI. 0 ves, o Hoeaven's doop
O glory ol transeending !
Done s the work of Gremt 1 \in';
On you the veurt is pending,
[ yon dent knoek as e bids you o,
That dooe will never ape’ 1o youn,
A Ruoeker,

The Crucifixion of Christ

Christ was convivted by twao courts Jdew and Gentile,
He said he was the Son of God nnd the dews condemnaed
Eim for “horesy ™. In Pilate’s court the chnege was “Ring
of the Jews"™ T either coxe they convicted aml exeentwl
i innovent person. Cheist made no defense, Fhis whole
program wax disproved absolutely by the following:

At the eraeifixion the veil of the temple was rent by
an unneen hmul: the varth quaked; the rocks ernmbled ;
the geaves opebed and the sun refused to shine, ¢ Matt,
2750040 The 3 day Christ rose feom the dead and
ninny bodies of the suints that slept did likewise. Thix ix
an ot and eut refutation of the justice of our Lord's epn-
vifixion, These seven superanturnl testimonies have stood
the test for 19 coutnries - ~they are Faets unchanging and
chiangeless,  CAets 1:40 0 While o Lopd™s innocent death
ix the world's greatest teagedy, Heaven has lost nothing
in thix sublime nystery.  Satun hax been defeated (Matt, -
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4:11) ; the atonement has been made; death has been con-
quered; the resurrection has been assured; the church
lins been established, and our Lord has returned safely to
Heaven. The injustice of human courts in-the crucifixion
of Chrint makes it clear that the Lord has taken man's
place in judgment that the faithful might be declared
innoeent ut the last day.

'he reason redesmed man is valued xo highly by his
Maker is not because of what he is worth, hut by what it
voxt Heaver to redeem him. (John 3:16)—A. R. Moore,

What Are We Doing?

We tulk of our breed of cattle
And plan for a higher strain;
We double the food of the pasture,
We keop up the meusure of grain:
We draw on the wits of the nation
I'v better the barn and the pen;
liut what are we doing, my brothers,
Ta hetter the breed of men?

We boast of our Morguns and Herefords,
Of the worth of a calf or colt,

Amd acoff at the serub and the mongrel
As worthy a fool or a dolt;

We mention the points of our rondster,
With many a “wherefore” and “when";

But, oh, are we connting, my brothers,
The worth of the ehildren of men?

We tulk of our roan-colored Ally,
Our heifer so shapely und sleek;

No plave shall be filled in our stanchions
Hy stoek unworthy or weak;

Bat what of the stock of vur household-—
Have they wandered beyond onr ken?

Oh, what is vevealed in the round-up
That brands the danghters of men?

And whnt of our boy ! Huve we measured
Hix noeds for w growing year?

Doves our mark s hin sive, in his features,
Mean less than our hrand on a steer?

Thoroughbred: -that ix our watehword
For stoble and poasture and pen;

But what ix our word for the homestend?
Answer, we hreeders of men!

Rose M. Tewmball, in the Rotarian,

Meditatin’

“Behold, Tam at the puint to dier and what proft shall
thin birthright o to e ™ Thus rensoned Kiau an the
tempting odor of Jueob's pottage placed exclamation
points ufter the repeated demands of his painfully empty
stomneh. This was Exsan's way of holding his hands over
his eyes to hide From sight the teae value of the birth-
right; permitting appetite 10 win the mastery over reason
itd wisdom, 10 is w vommon thing For men to allow im-
medinte trivinl demands of comtort, pleasure, and plenty
to overshdow every other consideration, not vealiging
that “the way of the vross leads home”,  Doxire blots
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from vision the great reward at the end of the steep,
dusty trall of humble obedience and sacrifice; & trail
that oan be climbed only when there is sufficient faith,
hope gnd love to strengthen us for the hazxardoux and
diffieult placea.

The result in that many place their purity, their honor,
their honeaty, their health, their freedom, and their souls
upon the barguin counters of Hfe to be nold for a paltry
return of socalled “pleasure’”. Then, ax Exau_ with bitter
tears of repentance’ sought to redeem hir squandered for.
tune of true riches, they often must spend their lives
regretting the mistake of a moment's folly, Pearl Buck
tells the story of a servant’s attempt to defrand her
mother—the man had been a triwted servant for years,
ITer mother’s only rebuke was thix question, born, nat of
wrath, but of concern: “My friend, even for a dollar will
vou thun rob yourself of your honexty?”  Thix wise ques.
tion manifests the ingimﬂﬂuanuq of the price he was e,
ceiving in return for hin character and reputation.
Couldn't we make as wise application of this sound reaxon-
ing to other occnsionn when we make “burgain counter
specials” of our virtue, and of our moval, physical and
spiritual well belng?

Ax we follow, in our minds, the progress of the children
of Inrael in their journey toward the Canaan land, we
fin8 at one recently abandoned cumpsite xome new mwile
graves, and an epitaph: *. .. he called the name of that
place Kibroth-hattaavah: becanse there they buried the
people that lusted.” The name ix literally “Graves of
Lust.,” It isx sadly that we view these gravex wnd rewd
their contmentary on human nature; for we have seen the
rutiks of the people of (God thinned by this same formid-
able onemy, LURT. When Paul wrote his warning. “to
the intent that we should not lust after evil things, as
they nlso lusted,” it war not just a searcerow that he saw
there in the fleld, but a real and dungerous enemy; for
“when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth gin: and sin
when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” Iow often this
cniemy robs brethren of their zeal for vight, and vventn.
ally leads them to completely FPorsake Cheist and the
elinreh ! We are by no means unfamiliar with “Queaves of
laust",

“. .. these ave they which &re sown among thorns:
el nx henr the word, and the caves of thin world, awd
the deceitfulness of riches, and the LUSTS OF OTIHER
THINGS entoring in, choke the ward, and it becometn
unfruitful,’” One thorn may uot destroy the evop, but from
that one the whole plot may be xecded, and then cometh
the ewd, unless zome diligent weeding is done. 'We youny
peaple should learn that it ix not a cranky old fogy, bt
n wine and conreientious clder who speaka the word of
rostraint, and who lays & kind hand on our shounlder to
keep us from destroying ourselver, lLong journeys aven't
nhways made on magie carpets that sweep ua guddenly
From one realm into another, but more often they begin
in n atep. The lttle stepy away frowm righteosness ave
sonetimes, often, the heginnings of longer journeys into
durknesn than the owner of the fest had planned. The
plunta that grow in the field of the heart spring from the
seilx that wre sown there frowm time to time, little sesds
Habit formation and change is not the result of sudiden
or violent revolution in our characters and personalities,
but ix accomplished by a gradual growth, sometimes from
little needs, My friends, thin in written aa a warning to
you about those times when you “Just can't see any harm
it Or, do you suy “Just this once, . . . M"—=Kenneth -
Morgan, '
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"Problems of Young Preachers—No. 7

In our last article we dealt with the watter of introdue-
tion of & sermon. Another problem is the organization
and delivery of the discourse. Thix isx not a new or ve-
contly-developed problem. nor ure you the Hirst to be con-
feonted with it Aristotle, who was born in 384 B, C., and
who attended the Academy in Athens condueted by Plato,
gave much uftention tu the sume wmatter. Bath a rhetori-
cian and logician, he enwmie to the conclusion that evepy
popular diseourse ghould be divided into fowr pacts. He
labeled them ax follows: (1) The exordinm, which intro-
duees the apenker and the subject: 21 the proposition,
which explains the design of the oration: 33 the proof,
ur argwanent which supports it; and (4 the conclusion,
which appliex it directly to the audienee

Although this ancient metaphysiciun died three hundeed
vears before our Saviour wax born, 1 am certain that
most of us could learn mueh about religious discourse by
the eareful analysiz of those points he ontlined,  Often
an audience i Rept wholly in ipnorabee of what the
speaker proposes to prove, and they are foreed o prapple
mnidst the vrwanbs tossed in their diveetion for the neat
that may be coneealed nmong them, Often, ton, we attempt
tu prove too much in one discowrse and “throw down so
mnieh fodder the sheep are foundersd”™ and do not veturn
fur the next feeding.

It ix my personal observativin that it ix fur better to
wse u few geripturex to prove a given point and detinitely
explain them so the audicnee ean see the vonnection, than
1o viploy a whele xermon in guotation te prove a point,
Godonly has to speak obee to mnke o thing true. 1f Qo
commands baptisui ix one plaee, then no ather plaee where
he commands it makes the commd any moee foreefui
or binding, Far better would it be to analyee and synthe-
~ize the passage in dets 238 than o demonstrate ability
o yuote a lot of seriptures, none of which the sudivnes
may apply to theiv personal lives, due to a confusion ol
thoughts, aroused by a multitinle of guotations none of
whiel are Pully comprehended, due 1o anedieated minds
i matters of spivitaal importanee,

hn the synagogues, in the days of Christ, preaching cons
sistid of instruetion in the Word of the Lowd cthe law),
A portion assignetd to be vend on the particulae sabbath
was, fiest of all, fomd in the sevoll of the Torah, il
huving been read distinetly, 1he bosk was then elosed aml
the teacher inanedintely began explianation of the passage
amd then its application 1o the andienee. No doubt ths
alse obtained in the early chureh, | have in my libravy
v book published in Boxton in 110 1 ix entitled, t0
Preachor’s Manual™,  Inoit |t this obseevation about
the proaching in the primitive chuveh. “The bishop o
moeshyter who vead the portion ol seripturees seleeted for
that day, coneluded that paet of the seeviee with a gen.
eral explanation of what had been vead and with varnestly
exhorting the awdience to protit from the instenetions, oe
imitate the example which had been exhibited, These
exhortationr were briel and unadorned, aml were some-
times aveompanicd with other explications of Reriptuee,
which were suceessively delivered by thexe ol the socivty
tehureh).”

The idea of the mutual edification of the chweh and
the Feadding of the foek by the vhlers ix nowhere set forth
with greater perspicuity or foree than in that yuotation,
Yot it is not a guotation from D, Austen Sohuwmer. but
was weitten many years before his birth by the Professor
ol Naered Rhetorie in the Callege of Andoever, ‘Thix quo-
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‘tation not ouly defines the early wethod of preaching in

the Chureh of Christ, but show® that the primitive chureh
patterned exactly after the example of Jdisconrse wani-
fosted by Christ in his sabbath day diseourse i the Naza-
reth syuagogue (ke 4:16-22),

It shouh! he quite obvious 1 think that the purpoass of
the xermun ix 1o bring wen to Christ, nal e win pladits
or laurels for the prowcher. The prime Taetor to remem-
bor then is to “Preach the Wand™  Oratory has never
saved & single sonl andnever van, There is uo substitate
For a knowledge of the Rible,  No xpeeech can vgual o
seriptural discowsse, You may nnt juessess all of the palish
that others possess; vow nwy unt show the slejaant grace
in delivery: but remember that all of thowe things are
vutward. PREACH THE WORD!

The goxpel shuuld be handled reverently, Oue should
approach his Bible ax Moses appanached the bacning bush,
i sense of awe, kRuowing that he. therein trrads ypan
holy grouml. The pasped shoudd be prvached prapesially.
It ix God that giveth the inervase, He that soweth awd
he that watereth are nothing?  Pve foamd steength when
the hattle was hard to lght, o guing 1o my rovow i the
svening, locking the door amd getting sn my kaess o
plead Tor steength to present the trath in the fave of wpgae
sition, Al the preachivg you do will be inellfeetive in the
longr vl i vou leave God ot of vour work amd plans
With Him by your side all things are pesssibde,

Preach the poapel <incerely. Paul said that Hheee were
xonte whe preached it in contention, thinking 16 add aflkie
tion to his bonds, Bat those who preached it siveeredy,
preached it of tove, Rnowing that e wax st Tor the des
fensge of The gospel. A ambienee is guick o seise @ spieit
of insineerity and cavilling. You will aot Toal any bag,
voursell it yon think you can live for Satan vt of the
pudpit and preach For Cheist v it and thuas get by
Txpoerisy will onto and that te youre embarrasaecnt awl
the desteuction of the Cause,  Sar what ywn wean, awld
wean what von say. Having done all, STAND. Stand
fur the terth repanfless of cost, stand B the right
purdless of enemies and some day that eoearag: in prevachs
iy will be rewvarded. W Carl Keteheride,

A Forgotten Word

Dhiscipline, to nany church mombwees, s an anpdeasanl
word, The very wention of it immediately heings s their
winds thouglts of disfellowshipping delinguent weabees
fram the vhureh, dvtaally the act of withdrmwing fellew.
ship is only one of the many ways of eXercising disciplive
and hecoties neesssary only when all others  wmeasares
have failed. o the army of the United States the -
B is an stenent of diseipline,  Like dizfellowshigs
pingz e the chureh, however, It beeomes wevessaey salye
when the individual soldive Fails te exereise the progwe
discipline npon himself, Onre prvat Anevican avmy conkd
not hegin to funetion i vach suldivr were allowed o de
Just ax he pleased. T wanbt bea wob instvad of an army,
Military disvipline s abzolutely vowutial tn obtain the co-
aperation Al tenmwork so necessary tosgeeess,  [Rsek
pline ix just as exsential in the army of Cheist : and heee,
ax i the ariny of Uuele Sam, it bogrins with the inadividwal,
The young man who has wever harned o diseiplive his
awwn budy has the most ditiealty adinsting hiveell ta the
disvipline of 1he tempural avmy as well as to the avmy of
Clivist,
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Sulomon said, “He that valeth his own spirit is greater
than be that taketh a city.”  Mlexander the tireat con-
yuered ity after city watil the world lnx at his feet
befure he had reached hix thirticth birthday,  Yet he was
o weakened By a drunken debaued that he suecumbed
1o a Fever which caused his untimedy death at the age of
thirty-three, e conld conguer nations, but he conld not
rube hix awn spirit. i

Discipline begins at huwe,  Paul said, 1 keep under my
bewiy and bring it inte subjection: lest that by any means
wheat | have preachwd to otherss 1 ongself <honld be a
cantawa)l.”  Are we stranger or better than Paul that we
van affond to relax vur vigilanee ! Not oaly the ellers
but evervoanre of us has a duty to exereixe diseipline in the
church.  That duty i to discipline owrselves,  (F every
Christinn wonld “rule his own spirit”™ and exereise his own
diveiplive, the church would not have to do it for us. Lt
ux ax soldiers o the cross be the masters of ourselves
rather than seevants of our every desive: let s he saee
that the wmward wan i eading our lives rather than the
aatward  wawn, -Philip Hinta, 0248 Brooklyn,  Seattie,
Washingtun,

Some Church News

“TRLL THE BRETHREX TO KEEP SOMETHING WORTH-
WHILE FOR US TO COME BACK TO.”—Sollicr Boy.

Bro. L. C. Roberts has an extra copy af the M. C. come to
iz adilress, w0 that be can keep his own copy and send one to
Wiz waldior som, Why not du the maane? Have yuu sent the
April ksswe o a ohler? One whe it not & wember of the
Church writes that e liked it

The church berv ix more than holding its own, We usually
have about thivty-five or forty in attemdance on Sunday morn-
g, Wl Ralf as wany Sumbuy evenings. The wmid-week attend-
awce, wwing te war resteictions, i small, but the lessons are
teresting. We bave lost a awmber of our young men to the
armed forces, bat they are replaced by others from vavious
copgrepation: who are stationed at sume of the numerous bases
wear hete. We have abo had sume families move in for defense
werk. Just vecemtly a bady from the Chrigtian church, who hax
el attemsding our services fur s time, placed membership.
-~ Bernice Hintz, 2411 Novmawdie, Spokane, Washingeton.

[ecramcata, Calif.—For the past two maonths T have been
working  San Juaguin and the Sacrameato Valleys of Cali-
farmin, | speat teo weeks in Reediey in development work, and
boliexe that & 1 the congrregation a preat deall 1 have
e warking with Rigrinz: at Exeter and Sucramento, Our
wurk has been weetings aml persanal wurk, 1 certainly enjoy
warking with Bra. Riggrins amd consider him one of the best
personnel wurkers that | have oxvvr worked with, | have cer
Wwinly profited by wmy assvciation aral work with him. We go
fromn heve e M te far a weeting the first of May, and then
™ Mdr{* for Vacation Rible Sty work—F. Wilfond
Lawebes, 220 Union St Bevkelex, Calif.

A MOTHERT HRART
ey Gamk-—1 s hima farth, my son—
My first barw, nid the only son [ bove;
So wwch belaved my art grows faint within
AR thought of what may lie efove,
Bat e has cournge and ar inaate good—
An amplitede of zeal which wmay atone
X . And ke has, too,
W ke It not away! .
U wat wich far him a life of ease
Far that but leads to gaiescence;
Amd | woull have my hay alert and strong.
N ket i b b v aml ntense.
weve beew:y e puided every xtep
Nce habxhosel. Have seen hiv grow
Inta a wan. Now b pocs farth, alone.
U, keep W safie Doar Gad, 1| love him 2o}

—~Ghadyx M. Wehster,
Riveerside, Calif—~Oar  wambers v

here have been  decreased
mwerhal T e fonr laving far the service of wure country,
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and 12 who have started the “Great Work” in a new fleld. The
absence of some 146 members here is sovely felt, although we
are glud that the work has begun in a new fleld and we pray
that the work there (Pomona) will be successful as we know
it will if the ones in charge keep straight with the Bible. It is,
therefore, the duty of us whe are left to work and strive harder
thut the church here may continue to grow and spread the
gospel to lost and dying souls. If anyone knows or has any
boys stutioned wt March Field, Camp Haan, or Camp Anza,
California, please send their names-and addreases to me: Alton
Pace. Route 2, Box 886, Pacific Ave,, Riverside, California, and
we will try to get ingtouch with them and bring them out te
vur worship.—Alton Pace, _

What Some Think of “The Man an the Horse”.—I veally ap-
precinte this book.—A. T. Kerr (an elder, Brookport, I, and
he vends for unother one.) I think it ix good.—J. H.
Mubery tanother elder, Bonne Terve, Mo., and he sends for an-

other one.) . | do like this booklet. 1 think your iden of
including the questions at the close is very good. It will help
us to grasp the hnportant points.—Ragene Sims. . . . Valuable

little book.—Bertha Robinson, St. Louis. (She has ordered 20}
N Herschel Ottwell, an elder at Hartford, lll., sends for i
for bhrethren theve, . . I've planned half of my Vacation
Bible Study Work around the aubjecta covered by w part of Your
haok, so that it ia very thmely. I am pleased to say that in
reading it 1 ean predict for it a very good sale and distribution.
It is condenzed and compact which should nprﬂl to mosat of our
foik in thiz busy, workaday world.—W, Carl Ketcherside,

THE GOOD DEED THAT WAS LEFT UNDONE

‘i had w thought that waz lovely and-deep,
God gave it to me—"twas zent from above,
To take some poor soul from the mountain side steep,
And guide his feet hack to the infinite love,
But I hid it away and "twas lost in the dust
Of my own deflance and self distyuat,

1 had a gift—a talent vave,
“Twar given to me by God. and he said,
“Let your light shine unto all who will hear,
Man can not live alone by brewd.”
But 1 buried it deep in the earth’s limy crust
And left it there to wither and rust.

I was reproached by Almighty God,
Looking down at my sinful self he cried,
“Thou wicked servant, whilst thou hast zlept

Many a hungeving *oul has died.”
In shume I sought to hide my face,
But wearily found noe hiding place,

—Eulamae Hardeaty.

142 Hill St.. Bonwe Terve. Mo-—Wife and 1 arvived at our
new home on March 27, Our householl effects reached here the
same day. The necessary tasks: of straightening up are over and
We are getting into our program with the church. We plan &
program of one Year umong the churches of the Lead Belt,
chiefty with the chuvch at Bonne Terve, We start a atudy of the
O, L. next_week, continuing each Wednesd night. Special
attention will be given to correlation of Old and New Teatament
lessans. Subjecta will be assigned for recitation from the lessons
gone wver with the idea of developing apeaking ability, A vaca-
tion Bible study for childven will be held shortly after the
schuols ave out. A program of visitation ia planned among the
peaples of the community. Our motto ia “Every member at
work," A mid-week serviee for the young people will be atavted
shorthy —L.. (. Roherta,

l am hack in the fleld uﬁniu. and in my second meeting &
this writing. In spite of wi ationing Wwe are having fair
attendance, ant good intevest, t night our hearts were made
to rejoice when twe Indies answeared the gospal call desiving to
obey the tenchings of Christ, and become members of His body.
These were the first additions of the meating. The little growp
of the faithful whu weet here in the Fairview schoolhouse (four
wilee north of Creccent, Oklahoma) certainly have an active
interest in the things of the Lord. | am glad to have this oppor
tunity of working with them. | spent one week with the church
at Ridgley, Missourd. One was baptized as a result of that work.
We zpent about thirty minutes in the song sarvice sach evening.
amlﬂ{n ;hkh\::n tthh:l helped buiild inm‘ﬁt h'\( the m!t"‘.iu. “dko':l.t:
prafit: congregation az well.—Kenneth Movgan,

1. Box 88, Tuhlequah, Okla,
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" “Miscellaneous.—The publishers are vaising the prices of
nearly all thelr books. Besides, postage hus doubled the past
year. Please add ten cents a dollav on all books, - This will help
with the packing, teco. . . . The book on Bible Pictures and
\WWhat They Teach, is fine for chiluren, $1.50. Learn the story
yourself, and us you tell it you can center the child’s auttention
on the picture. It will help visualize the event. Such pictures
helped me much when a child, . . . “The Dramu of World Em-
pires. Or, The Man on the Horse”, will make good summer read-
ing and atud\'ing with your Bible. It will be diffevent. Fifiy
cents. . . . We have a very good leathey Bible heve, with helps,
for $3.80. . . . Smith's Bible Dictionury is now 8250, . . | \Rlu
have gotten the World Empives hook copyvighted for a specific
uipose, but if any of the brethren wish to use any part of it
in their bluckboard or ehurt work, he s welcome to do o, . , .
When, in youl copy or reports, you write n little on un extra
page. do not tear off the rest of the puge und leave a little piece
for me to chaperon, for it may get loat! Also, write reports
and other pieces for the paper on acpmirale sheetx from the
busineas part, plouse. It saves us wourk. And always be
sure when you order change of address to wive the old wdidress
as well as the new one, Thanks.

TREES

I think that 1 shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree;

A tree whose hungry mouth ix pressed
Aguinat the earth’a sweot-flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all duy.
And lifts her leafy arma to pray:

A tree that may in ummer wear
A nest of robing in her haiv;

Upon whoae bosom snow has lain,
Who intimatoly lives with rain,

Poems ure made by fooln like me,
But only God can muke a tree,
—Joyce Kilmer,

Brethren, you may not like poetry much, but we ask you to
veud all the poema in the Mucedonian Cull, for they were in-
tended to bring you clozer to Gad uad to vne anuther,

Gallatin, Mo.—Attendance and interest continues good, and
our butlding fund increases stewdily. Rreo, James W, Traitt de-
livered an excellent addresa the thind Lomd's Day in April. Some
new local facea were observed in the audience. A number of
hrethren from Scotland and Splawn’s Ridge were preaent, also
one from Memphis. Tenn, Two familiex from the churches at
Kunans City have met with ux zince our last repurt. The Hrst of
May we begin with & new leader for the development work for
the next four montha. Both old and young moen take turns acting
ax leader, which iz proving very helpful. May we vver work
and pray and glovify God.—D. Patterson,

Rridgeport, Conn.—Conducting Home Bible Stwdy  clasres,
preachinge and teaching five nights n week,  Viriting und handing
out tyacts duving the day., Bro, Pike ix my fellow luborer and
companion in thia work, The persenal work of the chureh is n
work in which evory member should have a part, 1 womlder how
many of the membors of the church taduy would be willing to
heav the knowinq grin and the scorn of those who vefuse to rend
something pertaining to God's word. Difeult ficld in which to
labor here but it offers epportunities,  Nend another bunch of
Fight of Faith. Those enteving the serviee of our country seem
ﬁh\d to got thew. (Enclose $1.00.) 1 helieve they de much good.

ave somie time open for mectings in ‘Wo—Robert 2 Bramback,
1230 Ogden St.

Did you vead the article on “Thiztledown™ in April M. €7
It showed the great resulta from the distribution of goeod Chris-
tian literature, We have left issues of Back to Bible Helper
which we publirhed wmany years age. Owe on 100 pereent
Protestants, which contains very much hiatorical teatimony con-
cerning origin of powring for hapliswm, instrumental wmusic in
worship, origin of tg:my. ete, Fifty conts for 100 copies,  Alsu,
danuary tsaue of M. C. luat vear on “Your Child. My Child, Ged's
Child," an excellont tract for distribution. One dollar a hun-

Think of it. vight pagea of a tract for one cent,

The Bookmarka now are 100 for 82,00, Some preachers are

waing thom to hand to people ax they pasy from house to house.
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Makos n nice place to begin talking wbout the home, and how it
is going to pleces, und that all parents should be Christians in
order 1o bring thedr ehildren up right, and—aure you a Christian?

We have several hundred cn})ion of the hook of Acts of Apog-
tles, paper binding, for $3.00 for a hundred. They arve fine for
introductory work in u meeting, with overy one looking on while
you read o couple of chaptera eanch night and teach concerning
the npostolic church, T'he M. C. publisher has often done this
with good cffect,

WHAT WOULD HE SAY?

If He should come tBduy and find my hands so full
Of future plana, however fuir,
In which my Savior hag no share,—

What would He say?

I he should come toduy and ind my love so cold,
My faith ao very wenk and dim
1 have not even looked for Him,—

Whut would He say?

IT He should cone today and find 1 had not wld
One soul about my Heavenly friend,
Whone hlensings wll my way attend, -

What would He zay?

If He rhould come taduy, would 1 be glad- —quite glad ?
Remembering e had died for all,
And none through me had heard His eall—-

What would | say?

Bty h‘

To Preachers—The warning Paul gave in 1 Theas, 5:22
hm-d(-‘f hut little, by many Chriatiuns, and most preachers of
today?y  Thix warning is timely to all and would gave ux much
xorrow, repentanee and worry if we would be govethed by it |
apeak from experience and ns one whe has drunk the bitter cup
of repontence for mistakes mude.  But aftor mdRing wirongs
right, | then rejoies in God's merey and forgivencss, Many, by
falling te heed the warning of the spirit, have thereby opened
the rond to worklliness. Woeak members, by mixing with idle
worshipers, calling on enemier of the truth to pray. tatk, retuwm
thanks over the emiblemx of the Towd's body and diamias the

congregution, No, we xhouldn’t forbid any one from coming to
the Lond's service, but should deaw the line ao strong that people
Matt.

ean woe the difference hotween God’s way and man'’s way,
18:13-14) Many have broadencd the vond for \\'l')l‘llhil’ll‘!ll hy
visiting worldly pluces of entertainment, as pool rooms, bowl.
ing ulf-‘vs. pteture shows, dance hally, skating vinks, bathing
henches and auch like. More, xome preachers think it no harm
in u little dvink, indulging in flithy conversations with wmen, no
women present, but we should be living exantples for others,
Some preachers fudl to show in their lives the Cheistian graces
apoken of in 2 Peter 15 1o 10, If we full to do these things,
va, TLowe will fadl 1o enter and hinder others looking to us for
example.—=Molvin White,

Flat River, Moo —We hegan the New Year with an nttendance
of 125 on the first Lord's Day, and the attendunee has continuwed
whove expectations for the entive month.  We rejoice to an-
nounee the Imkninm of one young married woman, which took
pluce on Jan, 24, after the night serviee, o, Carl Dalton did
the baptiging, The edification service on Smuday proves very
interexting, We m-m-rnllg have two short talks, with another
to offer the invitatton, Several whe had not previously done
{mhlic work have put forth an coffort and have shown great
mprovement,  Bro. Tom Brewen delivered a good exhortation
on January 24, Our Lowd's Day cvening services are handled
by Bretheen C0 B Moore, Carl Dalton, amd Arvel Watta, with
Reethren Luther Seott and Nonh Mabery supplementing ocea-
siomally. Our mid-week meetings are highly intereating. with all
taking good part,  Woe have just concluded the firet Corinthian
letter.— Mizsouri Mission Meazengor,

(And all of thix activity without “the pnator”!  There are other

. auch churches, but we ought to have n thousand in the United

States.  Will you help mnke them—aelf-edifying churches
which ¢an uae means in sending the goapel to OTHERS ?—Ed.)

Sulem, Mo,- The chueeh here {2 moving along nicely, and we
wre 2o happy that the church now ownx ita own building.
Another one of our prayers han been answored, and we ask an
intereat in your prayers that we may work hurder. Bro, Kenneth
Morgan of Weatville, Okln., will be with ux May 16th, also a
foew nights of that week, We nre having an all-day serviee that
Lord’s day.—Mex. Otix Crandell, (And she aenda for $1 worth
of April M. Cx and 81 for bookmarks to distribute among non-
members.)
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“Recently enjoyed working with the congregation at Nevada,
Mo. The first week I was there was spent in advertising, son
drill and some personal work. Then we had two weeks o
preaching, resulting in two baptisms. Stayed a few nights after
the close of the meeting for development work.—Roy Harris.

Saint Louis, Mo.—(May 3.)—Ten added by confeasion of faith
and baptism yesterday, and two by membership. One of those
baptized was a soldier lad from western Kansaa taking pre-flight
training at Washington University. Another was the father of
u family whose wife and daughter were already members. This
makes a total of twenty-five added in three weeks at 8t. Louls,
at regular meotings of the church. We have had no protracted
meetings here in several years, but there are people being added
regularly at Lord’s Day and prayer meeting mervices. o are
more convinced than ever that an active church will “make
increase of the body unte the EDIFYING OF ITSELF in love.”
The one secret of spiritunl growth is personal contact carried
on by a converted membership. I leave for misslon work in
north Missourl on Saturday of this week, Pray for us In the
work.—W, Carl Ketchéraide.

Just as we go to press, [ reccived the following from A. P. L.,
address Postmaster, New York: "I receive the M. C. and like it
fine. Inclosed is & money order for ten dollarsa which I hope
will help you to continue your good work. I would like to
have the IX C.sent to . ..” I confess thut my eyes molstened
a little, and 1 felt like sending the moncl\': back. One-fifth of
his month’s wagoes, to helﬁ us “keep the home fires burning(”
Bosidea his endurance of hardships, and possible giving of his
life for US!I And how little we are doing for this liberty we
are enjoying! And how little we are doing to make the church
strong and to save men and women! . “Tell the brethren to keep
nomgﬁning worth while for us to come back to.”—Soldier. Are
you sending your paper regularly to soldiers?

Lovell, Okla.—The Church of Christ at Falrview has had a
very profitable scason of three woeks evangelistic work with
Bro. Kenneth Morgan dolnf the preaching, assisting in the song
aorvice and drilling the chlldren in Blble atudy. Viaible results
wure five precious souls who stopped out on the Lord's side and
wore -haptixed. Attendance waa greatly hindered by sicknesa in
three familics. alno gas shortage; but we are greatly encouraged
to press on and ever strive to serve the Master faithfully and
to God he ull the praise.—F, A, Hall.

When They Ring the Golden Bells

There's w land beyond the river,
That we call the “Sweet Forever”,
Aned we only reach that shore by faith's decree;
One by one we'll gain the portals,
There to dwell with the immortals,
When they ving the golden bholls for you nnd me.

Don’t you hear the bells now ringing?
Don't you hear the angels xinging ?
“T'is the glory hallelujah jubilee!
In that far-off xweet forever,
dust beyond the shining river,
When they ving the golden bells for vou and me.

We shull know no xin or sorrow,
In that haven of tomorrow,
When our bavgue shall snil heyond the silver sen;
We shall only know the blessing
OF oupe Father's sweet caressing,
When they ring the golden bells for vou and me.

When our duys shall kunow their number,
When in death we sweetly slumber,

When the King commuands the spirit to be free,
Nevermore with angnish laden,
We shall veach that lovely Aidenn,

When they ring the galden bells For you sid me,

—~Author Unknown.

MACEDONIAN CALL

“A Little Petting At Life’s Setting”

A lotter just came from an old sister in another state, in
which were these words: “In looking over some old papers
recently, I"came across a picture of your mother.”

I pushed back my chair from my desk, and a Hood of
memories came rushing into my mind. Her watchful care
over me in early life; her strenuous work in publishing
a religious journal and rearing a bunch of vigorous.
mischievous boys, with®the head of the family out in the
gospel fleld saving souls and trying to raise little by littic
cnough money to pay the debt on the paper; her reading
to us out of a good Bible story book and trying to im-
press God's lessons of right and wrong—these and other’
events of the long-ago flashed before me as on & sereen,

Nineteen years ago this Memorial Day, she lay. still,
peaceful, in the upper room of the old homestead. ller
long, hard day was done. But I have the satiafaction or
feoling that I tried to live those religious and moral
principles she gave.

“Mother’s Day” is on us, and “Father’s Day” will come,
and “Children’s Day” will be observed. But seripturaily
EVERY day is Mother's Day, and Father’s Day. and
Children's Day,

But,%h, the little influence which so many fathers and
mothers today exert over their children ! How few parents
are in their homes every day talking of the Word of Gadl
when they arise, when they walk by the way, when they
xit in their liomes, und when they lie down at night! Chil-
dren not xo reared ocan hardly bave the tender feelings
for their parents that thore have who have been nurtured
in the admonition of the Lord.

Wlat the troubled world necds as much ax anything is
real Christian fathers and mothers who will diligently
teach the life-giving Word to their children; and then
children who heed God’s warning: “Honor thy father and
mother.”

T'rue, many parents have not done much in a moral and
religious way for which their children can honor them.
and in their old age they may become fretful and un-
gracious. Yet they took care of us when we were help.
less babes.

Oh, how lonely those boys must be in their last mo-.
ments as they die on foreign battle flelés throughont the
world, or sink into the cold waters of the great ocenns.
il they can only think of smoking, dancing, gambling.
drinking, or pleasure-loving mothers and fathera!

Wo are taught in the Iloly Book to respect all old peo-
ple, to “rige up before the hoary head and honor the face
of the old man.” But the old people must walk worthy
of this respeet.

Old age is often a time of helplessness and loneliness,
into which any may sink. Let us scatter a few flowers in
the paths of these old people, for often in their hearts
they are suying in sadness though not in audible words:

“Put your arms around me—
There, like that;

1 want a little petting, at life's setting,
For rdorp:o b“mn e

When old Time comes creeping,

And finds us weeping,

Loved ones gone;

Juat a little petting, at lifo’s setting,
For I'm old, alone and tired,

And my long life’s work is done.”
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. L Infidelity

As we briefly review our former artieles under this
heading, we readily see the fallaey of that form-of in-
fidelity known as osticiam. Likewise, the position of
the Delst is just as erronecus. Ninve we know that bail
men or good men, void of divine guidance, could not have
written the Bible, we shall at this time consider the only
logical answer to the question. That being the Hible is the

Revelation of God

This fact has been substantiated and verified in every
generation. It would be rather unusual for a man to have
sons and daughters and never speak to them. \What an
odd God that would create man and then never speak
to him. Our heavenly father does not speak to us, and
there is all manuer of irrefragable and undeniable proof
which will .relieve any doubt as to the authentieity of
iz book.

For lack of space we will briefly consider but u por.
tion of the evidence whivh could he offered to confirm
aur belief.

The Bible has been attacked and tried in every pen-
orntion und yet it stands as strongly today as ever. There
hax been over a thousand books written against this
wonderful volume and yet its words cery ont today as
foreibly as when they were written, “For all flesh ix ax
urass; and all the glory of man ax the tflower of grass.
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:
but the word of the Lord endureth forever.” Jesus said,
=My words shall not pass away.” I any other book hadl
heen persecuted with the pungeney which the Rible has
withstood, it would have been a short-lived composition,

Divine guidanee is also shown by the wnity and vom-
pleteness of the Bible. Its one purpose is to bring man
near to God and it holds to this same litie of thought from
vover to cover. Thig is more remarkable when we re-
wmember that thiz narrative was written by at least forty
authors, from many different walks of life. living in en-
tirely ifferent ages, under differcnt circumstanees and
the span from the first writer to the last was fifteen cen.
turies. Try to imagine what kind of a book wounld ap-
pear if the same test were applied now, without divine
ruidance,

Even though the tendency of the age was downward.
still the Old Testament cxalts and promotes God il
hix laws, which would be contrary to the natural inclina-
tinns of the writers, if they were not inspired to extol this
high moral tone throughout. The same is true of the New
Testament. Supernatural direction is indicated too, he-
vanse it shows that the authors were perfectly familinr
with every phase of science, and every Bible account is
exact and precise. What & wonderful opportunity for the
vuvmies of the Bible 1o find geographival, histovieal, o
seientific errors. yet no real error has been found. JJohn
W. MeGarvey, who made a careful survey to investigate
the aceuracy of the Bible narrative says in part: “That
there is a general agreement between the Bible aud the
geography of Palestine, ix a well known fact. Its plains,
mountains, valleys, vivers, lakes, cities and desevts are
in all partz of the Bible correctly named and correctly
located. The political divisions known to exist are in.
variably recognized, ax are also all the changes of gov.
ernmeut through which the country passed the course
of ita long and varied history. In not a single known
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instance, from the beginning to the end of the book, ix
there a Failure in any one of these particulars. This would
be beyond precedent, even if the entive Rible had been
written at one time by a single author; but when we re-
member that its various books were composed by more
than thirty different authors, extending over a period of
1300 years, we can but be axtonished at the result.”

In regard to the manners, customs, wind arts of the
Bible country, the writers are always exaet. The same
can be said of the climate, the clevation and levels of
different parts of the country. Even some of the strange
peculiaritiex of the Palestine trees arve alluded to, and
always found to he exacet,

The Bible was nut weitten ax a book on seienve, yot
wherever it touchex on that subject it ix marvelously ac-
curate and far in advauee of many scientific disvoveries,
Muthew Dontaine Maury. in hix physicul Geography of
the Sea, says, “l have always found in my scientifie
studies that, when | eonld gét the Rible to say nuything
o the xubject it attorded me a thrm platform to stand
upon. andd a round in the ladder by which 1 condd safely
aseend.”

The Tultilled propliecies of the Ribie is all the proot any
honest mun wonld want to convinee himself that it could
have vowe Ffrom none bat the Mwmighty, The Bible
abowed® with prophecies that have come to pass, (ver-
batint ot literatim), all who cannot with cundér appre.
lietd, are not vesponsible. “Thoxe whe can hut gon't aee
dishonest,

With internal and external evidenee of God's guidunee
in the writing of the Bible in mind, we come to one of
the most outstanding Fforms of infidelity kKnown to man.
Consequently, our next article will deal with Atheism.

-1l Shasteen.

What Can I Do?

She was Just a little maid. Wedo not know her nawe,
Nor do we know her futher and wother, She was away
from howme.  More than that, she was o captive, serving
the wife of a captain in great awthority  he a citizen of
u heathen nation. Sad indeed her plight, saatehed away
by ruthless hands and cavvied into a steange land, xepa-
rnted Prom Triends and home aned, it might seem, feom
her Gad,

Rut no, she dues not lose sight ol the faet that God
still rules, nor allow her faith in Hine to hecome wenk.
Not only so, she s watehing for an opportune time to
speak n word Tor her God to her master. At lust it comes,
Her master has o dread disease, for which he can find
no eure. The faithful little maid speaks to her mistress:
“Wunld Gad wmy loml were with the prophet that is in
Samaria! for e wonkd vecover m of his leproxy.™ 12
Kings §:2, 1)

Talk of your wnzung heeoes!  Mauny flue lessons of
instruction. warning and cnvoucagement have been denwn
from the story of Nuamun's cleanxing, but how wmany ser.
mons have ever been preached concerning, or aven passing
eredit given to the little maid who informed him of the
prophet of God?

She could not cure hing it is teae, yot she was ax tealy
instrnmental in his cleansing as wax Elisha, and deserves
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. #s much credit.  Out of obseurity she came for her brief
part in thix dramn and into obscurity she passed again,
Only three verses of 2 Kings, th chapter, give her men-
tion, but who knows npon how many similar oceasions-she
may have led someone to God!  And even it this was her
only such necomplishment, surely her life was not lived
in vain.

Three outstanding charncteristies wore manifested by
thix nameless maid, namely: faith, conrage nnd charity,

She did not doubt the power of God to heal Nuaman.
2 Kings 5:3.)

It must have taken courage, since she was entirely in
er master’s power and she was suggesting he apply to
an enemy nation for aid. He might have thonght it a
scheme for his destruction.  IF. after o tiresome jouwrney
he had failed to obtain the hearing, he might have dealt
hardly with her.

On the other hund, it is possible her conduet even ax a
maid-servant had won his respeet md confidence,

Another commendable tenit worthy of note is seen in
the fact that she did not become cmbittered aguinst thoxe
who despitefully used her, She wmight have kept still nd
let her master die. Certainly he had done nothing to
doserve w favor from her.  Nevertheless. through her
kindness, Nanman not only received w temporal blessing
but was also converted to God. (Ver, 17.) Thus it is
even probable that her own life wasx mude more tolerable
sinee he would now be dispoxed to treat moree kindly
those servanis who worshipped the true Gaod.

The world may “little note nor long remember” what
she did, even Christians may pass her by for others “more
nnportant™; still the results of her devotion, cournge and
loving kindness are a coutinual warning to the disobedient
atd comfort to the child of God,

There is no indieation she desired or expected earthly
reward. Just a xineere desive to help <omeone in need,

Who knows the good that maxy be accomplished by
humble, devoted diseiples of like mimd today? Who ean
sy how many of the converts you, tellow-preacher, have
baptized were in reality led to Christ by xome obscure
diseiple?

The grent Apostle to the Gentiles reeeived his initiatory
instruetions concerning his obedience to the gospel from
Aunnias, of whom the record merely informs us he was
a teertain eiseiple (Aets 9:10,)

Une of the most cloquent orators, mighty in the serip-
tures, did not know how 1o preach o “full gospel™ until
instroeted by Aquiln and Priseilla, two plain Inunble
Christinns, (Aets 19:24.26)

I this conneetion we think of toaehers of snall Bible
elisses who oft-times are unheard of by the workl, but
whose teaching and encouragement may have been the
canse of someone clse developing his talent to become a
wrent prencher or other active worker for the eharel,

A preacher may think that results of kis labor smnll.
but thouh he ean not convert the world himself, perhaps
he can Tead one sonl to Cheist who in turn mny he able to
“ONYOr niny more, '

Thix should partinlly answer the question. “What ean |
do to help?™ providel the ene axking is motivated by an
carnest desire to serve, and not merely seeking notice and
avchim--Roy Harris, '

HOW AUNT AUE BOUGHT THE YOUNG WOMEN

Wednesday afternoon wy sece Aunt Sue with a smiling
fuee as she opens her door at 2:30 to again admit hep
group for their second lesson, “Not One Missing," with
their Bibles and note books. Looking at her little group
she said, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirs
after vighteousness, for thex shall be filled.” (Matt. 5:6.)
Well, in our last lesson we had under congideration how
the Christinn should dress, having found the divine pat.
ternin 1 Tim. 2:10. Do we not get the plain facts that we
must dress and wenr that which becometh women pro.
fessing godliness with good works?
~ "In looking up the meaning of the word ‘modish’ we
find it means to retain in due limits of decency, frec trom
lewdness, disereet, virtuous, The next was ‘apparel’: »
covering for the body, to enclose. to cover. We van see
that the eustom of dress that the world indulges in doesnt
come  from the Bible or God's plan, but from “the
WORLD." :

“You who nre tamiline with the old Bible remember
how Adam and Eve disobeyed God and suffered. Iy
Genesis 3 we ean all find a record of thix. When theip
eyes woere opened, what happened? They knew they were
nuked. When God called them, Adam said *when T herd
Thy voice | was nfraid. Beeause | was naked, 1 hid my.
sell4  (Please mark ‘naked’ ‘nude.’) What did God do?
e overse 21 ‘Unto Ndam and also unto shis wife the
Lord God made couts of skins and clothed them.
covered up their nukedness, -

“Now, before we take up our questions, 1 want to say
in answering them that | want to answer to the best of
my ability in the light of 1 Pet. 4:11; and by awakening
to owr od-given duty we will save ourselves many heurt-
aches and perhaps disgrace. For I fear we have pursued
the policy of silence too long and the results are moral
corruption.

“Question by group to be considered:

1. What kind of dress is injurious?

“Aux.  Dresses that disclose the body instead of en-
closing it, such as the backlexs, sleeveless and extreme
short dress. They are injurioux both ta the physical and
spiritual body.

2, How long shoulil dresses be to be modest ?

“Anx. They should come well down below the kneex
when stmiding or sitting,  We often see women sit down
anel pull on their dress when there's nothing to pull. Why
do they do that ! Girls, T just can’t help but believe there's
still a little degree of modesty und shame left, O, let’s de-
velope that little degree until we have our dresses long
enough to come to the divine standard of that which bee
cometh women professing godliness,

3. Are snow suits innmodest ?

“Ans, Well, they are so close aukin to slacks and men's
apparel, 1 would say to the young Christian, beware! In
Deut. 22:5 it says for a woman not to wear that which
pertaineth unte a man, neither shall a man put on a
woman's garments, for all that do so are an abomination
unta the Lord, thy God. A tew years ago who ever
dreamed that women and girls woukl go out in publie sv
hriefly and provecatively clad? We will econtinue our
study and for our next lesson we will talk on our in-
Huence us Christians.

“Quesntions by group:

“In it wrong for young sisters to wear ankletr to wor-
ship?

“—Aunt Sue.”





