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“Come Over into° Macedonia and Help Us”"—(Acts 16:9.)

leume 14

Silver Threads Among the Gold

Darling, T am growing old,
Silver threads among the gold,
Shine upon my brow today,
Life i{s fading fast away,

But, my darling, you will be
Always young and fair to me.

When your hair is silver white,
And your cheeks no longer bright,
With the roses of the May.

I will kisa your lips and aay—
Oh, my darling, mine alone,

You have never older grown.

Love can never more glrow old,
Locks may lose their brown and geld;
Cheeks may fade and hollow grow,
But the hearta that love will know
Never, winter's frost and chill—
Summer warinth is in them still,

Love is alwayx young and fair—
What to ua is silver hair,

Faded cheeks, or steps grown alow,
To the heart that beats below,
Since I kisned you, mine alone,

You have never older grown.

—Eben E. Rexford.
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The Love That Lasts Ferever

This song hax been ealled the greatest love poem ever
written.  The love in the ditties erooned over the radio ix
theoreticul, may never last; but the devotion expressed
in UNSilver Threads Among the Gold™ immortalizes life-
long love in the marriage tie, :

Nome one hos said that trae love between a2 man and
o woman does not comist in looking st vach other and
admiring form and featurex amd other attractions—for
this soon beeomes a bore; but it conxixts in looking
together in the same direction. Perhaps we should sup-
plement this by suying--“consists in looking upward
together in the same direetion,”

For mere personal charms can not for long hold a
husband and wife together. You must have common
interests in view. and these interests should point yon
upward.  You might together work to pile up dollars,
but what would the end be? You might work in har-
wony to elimb the Ladder of fame. but what would you
see at the top?  Hand in hand yon niight walk the roxy
path of pleasure, forgetful of the thorns at the end. Each
of you might do his part in clothing, feeding and
guarding a family of childeen, one of the noblest of
human endeavors, yet the children will maeey and leave
you alone,

Ririve as vou may, old age will ereep vver Yoo Time
will plow furrows in your checks:; black hair, brown
hair, wold hair will fualy tern to grey: your stepr will
hecome feeble: you will prefer your arm-chair to the
entertainiment hall.  Many changex will come,  Doetors
may help you in avute diseases, but they can not stop
Time.  Even doctors drop dead while teying hard to
keep others alive. Al hwman ties must be broken.

“Darling. we are growing old.”

A dark day comes, Yonr hushand, wite, is growing
weaker,  The attending physician is sober,  Quicet knoek-
ings at your door tell that friends have come to make
inquiries.  The wateh at the bedside continues day and
night. There ix a final gasp. And when the first vush
of gricf is gone, u eall is made for ontkide help, Your
mind ix in a whivl of eomfuxion.  There ix the noiseless
tread, the bated breath. the whisperings,  Friends hold
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your hand in sympathy. The day for interment comes;
the grave opens and receives your [oved companion;
"nothing now remains to xight but a little mound and
the flowers on it. Unbidden tears rush from your eyes
in a torrent, and you walk from the grave with a
hollow feeling in your heart. Life has faded fast away.

Robert Ingersoll was “the great American scoffer.”
lle ridiculed the Bible and made light of Christianity.
He had no ground for hope. When he died, his wife
and daughters kept hiz body €& long ax Nature would
permit; and ax it was being carried from their presence,
they cried out in the hopelessness of their despair. for
they never expected to meet him apain. Good-bye is
infinitely sad when its echo whispers, Forever.

When your husband, wife, must leave you, will it, too,
be forever! What hope have you that you will ever see
her again? You may have helped your neighbor but
have you helped your God! You may have paid your
debts to man but have you paid them to Your Maker?
You honored your earthly fwther but did you honor
your lleavenly? Your childeen in your own fawmily.
you cared for; but the children in the Divine Family,
have you nogleeted them? Because you loved a certain
woman, you married her; but have you been married to
Christ? There is a human family and there is & Divine
Family; the onc is for time and the other for eternity:
ure you fuithful in one, and faithlesx in the other?
Jewug himself warns you: “Except a man be born of
water and the spirit. he can not enter the Ringdom of
God” (John 3:5.) God'sx plan wmust be obeyed to be
enjoyed in eternity. You and your wife must both
neeept Christ in order to meet again.

Nor will half-heartedness be aceepted. 1t ix said
there are 350,000,000 backsliders in America—men and
women who are chureh members but who seldom or
never go to services.  Again our Savior warns, “Because
thou art lukewarn, and neither cold nor hot, 1 will
spue thee out of my mouth.”” (Rev. 3:16.) Read this
paper closely and it will tell yon much ubout God’s plan
of salvation for you.

You wish to live always in happiness with your hus-
band, wife, but this van not be outxide of Christ, For
there is no promise ol eternity out of Him.  Awd
even in that spirit waorld, they neither wmarey notr are
given in marriage but arve as the angels of God.  The
tie that binds you as parent and child, brother and
sister, husbund and wife, ix for thix life ouly:; but
the tie that binds ax brother amd sister in the Divine
Family ix eternal, and can only be broken by sin,

True and eternal love between you and your com-
panion oconaists in both of you looking upward in the
aame direotion, for you can do this forever.

Blest bo the tie that binds
Out hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Iz like to that above.

We share our mutual woues,
Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other Hows

The sympathizing tear,

From gorrow, toil, and pain,
Adn;l.:i‘n we shall be free;

An ect love and friendship reign
Through all etarnity. --D. A. Sommer.
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For What Can The Sinner Pray?

Ilave you ever really longed to be a true child of
God, receiving the benefits that are derived from com-
ntunion with the Father, and possessing the hope of un
eternal life beyond the grave? I'm sure yon have, b
no doubt like muny others, in your search for thes.
blessings you have become bewildered by the intricate
maxe of teachingx in the scotarian world of today, ami
vou know not where to turn. You have become disguste!
with the claims of those who substitute maudlin cmo.
tionalism., with its sob-sister antiex, for the truth as it
in in Christ, and likewise yon have already determine!
that the vagaries of human reasoning are misleading,

Under such circumstances, it is only natural to turn
to God in prayer, and since the modern religious teachers
inxtruet an alicn sinner to pray to God for salvation,
you've been carnestly secking Him through that channel,
Then this announcement will be -a mufprise and a shock
to you. Nowhere do we find @ record in the New Texta.
ment of whepe an inspired preacher ever told an alien
to pray for salvation! This startling announcement
must be proven, and that proof must come from Qul's
word.  This proof will be divided into two parts. viz:
FIRST, God's will provides an @lien sinner everything
needed for his salvation, and leaves him nothing to pray
for; SECOND, even if such an ane prays to God he will
not be heard until he has done what God commands,
With thexe propositions before us, we ask for what the
sinner may pray. Can he pray for:

NAVING POWER? No! “l am not ashamed of the
gospel of Cheist, for it is THE POWER of God unte
sulvation, to everyone that believeth; to the Jew flest
and also to the Greek.” (Rom. 1:16.) Here we learn
that the goxpel ix God’s power to save, and since we
already have it, it is useless to pray for it,. When a
man ignorex the gospel and prays for “saving power.”
e helittles the teuth that was preached by Christ and
the -apoxtles.

LIGITT ! Nuo, for we learn in Psalms 119:180, “The
enteance of thy word giveth light.” thus if we will only
upenn o hearts to a veception of the pospel, we will
receive the light.  'The only ones who receive not the
light ave those, “in whom the god of this world hath
Blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ . should shine
unto them.” (2 Cor. 4:4,)

UNDERSTANDING! No, because the verse above
quoted suys, “The entranve of thy word giveth light: it
giveth anderstanding to the simple””  (Psalms 119:130.)

GRAUK! “For the grace of God that bringeth salva-
tion hnth appeared to all men, teaching ux that, denying
ungndliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly.
vighteously, and guodly, in this prexent world,” (Titus
2:11 12) Sinee the grace has appeared to all men. we
should not pray for it, but do what it teaches,

PURE HEART? We receive pure hearts by obedience
amd not by prayer. “Neeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the spirit. unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one ancther with a
pure heart fervently.,” (1 Poter 1:32)

NEW BIRTI? “Deiug born again, not of corruptible
seet, but of incorvuptible, by the word of God which
liveth and abideth forever.” (1 Peter 1:23.) Here we
are taught that the seed from which we are born again
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ix the Word, Whon that word is sown in our hearts, it
werminates and produces a Chreistian |ife

SANCTIFICATION ! Can o sinner peay for it? No!
Josus says, “Sanctify them by thy teath: thy word s
truth.” Men are sanctified (st apart, dedicated to God'x
service) by obedience to the gospel.  When wne freely
and willingly mects the demands of the word of truth
he is consecrated by his obedience to a new life.

CONVERTING POWER! *The law of the Lowed is
perfect, conyerting the soul’””  (Psalmx 19:7.)  Sinee
Uod's law is revealed to us in the truth of the gospel, it
is evident that we are converted by subjecting owe lives
to its teaching. 1[I we pray for another, or un additional
saving or converting power, we deny the perfection of
the law of (od. That which is perfeet can not he
added unto.

Does God Hear ths Alien Sinner?

The law of the gospel ax applicd to the alien sinner
is aptly stated by Chrixt, “Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel unto every ereature. e that BE-
LIEVETLH and is BAPTIZED shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall bo damned.”™ (Mark 16:135, 16.) In
compliance with these terms, the apostie Peter, on the
day of LDentecost, told those who asked what to do,
“REPENT and be BAPTIZED cveryone of you in the
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”  (Acets 2:38))
We learn from these seviptures that belief. repentanee
and baptism must precede salvation, that is, our remis-
sion of xink depends upon our acceptunce of those terms
and our obedienve thereto. No it would be wrong fuor
someoite who has not obeyed these commands to ask Guil
to save him by some other methwd.

Certainly the one-time blind man spoke an uncdeniable
truth, when he said, “Now we know that God heareth
not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God,
and doeth his will, him he hearveth,”  Glohn 9:31) We
have aleeady determined that the will of God to the
alien sinner is that he believe, repent and be baptized.
Ninee Gud will not hear one who doex not do Hix will,
He ean not hear the prayer of the alien until he aveepts
the commands.

Tu thix further agrees the testimony of Peter, “For
the vyes of the Lovrd are over the righteous and his vars
are open unto THEIR prayers: but the face of the Lord
ix against them that do evil.” (1 Peter 3:12)  No one
ean be ealled righteous who refuses to do what Guod
commands him.  Christ snid, “Why call ye me Lord,
Laord, and do not the things which 1 tell you?!™ ‘Thix
teaches that meve praying, at the same time ignoring
what God has said for us to do, is in vain, The ears
of the Lord are open to receive the prayees of the
righteons, but they are closed against the petitions of
the individuals who disreguml His will.

DEAR SINNER FRIEND, let us plead with you to
familiarize yourself with the teemns of pardon extended
by the merciex of a loving Father, and having become
apprised of your duty, move forward in humble obedi-
euce to the same. Neek out the nearest group of i‘uitl\l‘pl
disciples of the Master, and resolve with them to worship
and work according to the revealed testimony of the
Lord. Believe in Christ, repent of your past transgres-
sions, confess your faith in the Savior before men, then
when you go down into the waters of haptism you may
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avise to walk in newness of life.  (Rowm. 10:17;: Heb,
11:6: Luke 133 Acots 17:30; Rom. 10:9: Matt, 10:32;
Mark 16:13, 16: Actx 2:38: Rowm. 6:4-7; Gal. 3:327, ete)
“How happy are they who theie Savior obey,
And have leid up their treasurves above ™
—W., Carl Keteherside.

CThis article ix in leattet form and may be had for
£1 for 300, From W, Carl Ketcherside, 2229 Pape,
St Louis, Mo.)

How Eddie Was Converted

The first 1 remember of ever being taught anything
about heaven or the resurrection of the just wasx when
I was very young.  A\n old lady living on the hill above
my uld home on Pleasant Ridge, near Athalia, Ohio,
lLawrence County, had a lavge picture hanging on her
kitehen wall which wax said to bé a picture of the
resurrection of the just,  There were angels, both large
and small, coming forth from the tomb, asceading up
to heaven, The old hudy taught me what this all repre.
sented. | becume interested in the picture and what
she said, 0 when | went home 1 had “something new
to tell”

How 1 remember, as it it had been only & short while
apn, as my dear mother sat in her rocking-chair one
Sunday afternvon about one w'elock on the twentieth
day of Februavy in the year 1398 death entered our
home, broke the Family eivele and took her away. 1,
being just past wmy seventh yewr of age, was left a
motherloxs little baby buy without the tender eare of
mother.  An aged lady lived just across the hill whom
1 soon learned to love; she was so gowd and Rind to we.
I speat wmueh of my tinee with her becatse she was more
like a mother ta me than any other living woman,  She
woull give me three conts or a nickel for doing a little
Job of work fur hee. The first day™s work 1 ever did
away From home, 1 hoed cane Tor her For thirty cents
u day,

“Ueandmother,” as | called her, was a geeat Rible
student, and soon taught wme the habit of rewding the
Good Book, tov. She wanted me to become a preacher.
I beeame deeply interested, and often wished 1 wax old
vhough to “join chureh,” as 1 wanld then say.  Bat,
dear reader, it makes no differenee how young an indi-
vidual is, if he knows vight from wrong, what to de te
be saved, then is the time to obey the gospel.

1 commenced reading with the first verse of Qenesis,
read on and on until 1 enme to the last verse of Revela-
tion. | leavned that the Old Testament seviptures (o
the Okl Law) wax of no bhenetit so far as the salvation
of my soul was concerned.  Paul tells e, “Christ hath
redeciied ux From the curse of the law ™ (GQal. 3:13),
“that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be
given to them that believe.  But befure faith came we
were Kkept under the law, shut up unta the faith which
shonld afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was
our schoonlmaster to bring us to Christ, that we wight
be justified by faith. But after that faith s come, we
are no longer uider a schoolmaster.  For ye are all the
ehildren of Qod by faith in Christ Jesux™ (al, 3:32.26),
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinanees™ (or the
Jewish law which lay i the letter and not in the spivit)
“that was ngainst ws, which was contrary to uws” (bur
densome, opposed to our libeety and peace as Cheistians,
antd constituting & middle wall ar partition between Jews
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llhndnmthr 1, 1 at the poat office at
Indianapolis, Tndians., under the Act of Mareh 8, 1879,

and Gentiles), “and taking it ou! of the way, nailing it
to hix eross” (Col. 2:14). Jesus the Christ says, “Come
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28),

Being deeply interested in my soul, [ continued to
read and study the New Testament seriptures to know
for myself what to do to be saved, or how to obtain
that rest of which Jesus spoke, and not take “for doectrine
the commandments of men™ (Mark 7:7), “because many
false prophets™ (or teachers) “are gone out into the
world” (1 John 4:1). 1 found upon investigation, that
to be saved 1 muat hear Jesus Christ; not enly hear him
but be a doer of what he says (Rom, 2:13; James 1:22).
“For Mosex truly said unto the fathers: A Prophet
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your
brethren, like unte me; him shall ye hear in all things
whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall come
to pass that every soul which will not hear that rophet.
shall be destroyed from among the people” (Deut. 18:15;
Acts 3:22, 238).  “Philip findeth Nathaniel and saith
unta him: We have found him of whom Moses in the
law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Naxzareth, the
son of Joseph™ (John 1:43).

Jeruz Christ ix not on the carth today. walking and
talk: e with his diseiples as ho did before he asvended
back 1> the Father; and those he chose to go into all
the workd and spread the glad tidings (Mark 16:15-16)
are what we call dead. but their words are still alive,
-they talk to wx day by day (if we let them) through the
New Testament seriptures, the word of God. 1 found
listening to Jesus Chreist and  his  apostles  (or  the
word of God, Rom. 10:17) was the only way to obtain
the “one faith” (Eph. 4:5) of which Paul spoke. And
without thix faith I could not be saved nor have a pure
heart, for “without faith it isx impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is. and
that he is & rewarder of them that diligently seek him”
(Heb. 11:6; Aets 15:9). But I could not be saved by
faith alone. “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead.
being alone” (James 2:17).

1 found 1 must repent, reform, quit doing evil and
do good, which ix a change of character. The apostle
Peter preaching on Pentecost, the day in which the
first sermon of the gospel of Christ in fact was ever
preached, said, “Repent™ (Aots 2:38). The apostle Paul
tells us God “now commandeth all men everywhere to
reYem" (Acts 17:30),

found 1 must confess before men (Luke 12:8) with
the mouth “the Lorl Jesus”™ (Rom. 10:9), or “that Jesus

MACEDONIAN CALL

Cheist is the Son of God” (Acts 8:87): for “with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10)

| found that “except a man be born of water and o
the Spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom of God”
(John 8:5), that is what Jesus himself said. 1 found
| must be baptized with the “one baptism” (Eph. 4:5).
“in the name of the Father, und of the Son, and of the
Holy Qhost,”’ or Spirit (Matt. 28:19), “for the remission
of” my “sing” (Acts 2:38). How baptized? With the
only “one baptism” (Eph. 4:5). which iz immersion, or n
burial in water. Paul says, “Therefore we are buried
with him” (Christ) “by baptismt into death: that, like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory uf
the Father, vven xo we also should walk in newness of
life” (Rom. 6:4). “Buried with him™ (Christ) “in ba)-
tism, wherein also ye sre risen with him through the
faith of the operation of God who hath raised him from
the dead” (Col. 2:12; Acts 8:38-39). ! “When onee the
long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark wax preparing, wherein few, that ig, eight soulx
were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away
of the fiith of the flexh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God). by the res tion of Jesus Christ”
(1 Peter 3:20-21). Just as Noal, his wife, his three sonx
and their wives, were safely carried in the ark through
the flood from the ante-diluvian peried over into the
post-diluvian period to where the ark rested “upon the
mountains of Ararat” (Uen. 8:4), thus were saved by
water, we by taking this last step, or complying with
the condition of baptism, are saved from our past sins,
delivered from Satun, “from the power of darkness, and
translated into the kingdom of his” (God’s) “dear Son™
(Col. 1-13), thiz being a change of relationship.

In the month of January. when | was about eighteen
years of age, in the course of a series of meetings being
conducted at the Pleasant Ridge Christian Chapel, by
old Brother Devore, of Ohio, after the sermon had been
deliverad one night, ax the congregation sang that beau-
tiful invitation hymn, “1 Will Arise and Go to Jesus,”
1 stepped to the front and made the good confession.
The next day, after service, we went to Wolf Creek.
where & place was prepared for baptism.  Brother
Devore led me down into the icy stream and buried wme
with my Lord in baptism, and raised me to walk in
newness of life, It was then 1 was saved from my past
sins; 1 was converted. 1 had complied with all the econ.
ditions given by Christ and his apostles for the alien
sinners to obey, | was then “in Christ,”’ “a new crea-
ture: old things” had “passed away; all things'' had
“hecome new” (2 Cor, 5:17). 1 was then ready to “fight
the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12), “with fear and
trembling” (Phil. 2:12).

1 soon began to study more diligently for the ministry.

. . At the age of twenty 1 was out by myaelf telling
the “good news.” What time | am permitted to
stay here 1 want to live so that when my departure is
at hand | ean truthfully say as did the apostle Paul, “l
have fought & good fight, 1 have finished my course. |
have kept the faith: Henceforth there iz laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right-
eons Judge, shall give me. at that day: and not to me
only, but unto a)l them also that love hiz appearing’
(2 Tim. 4:7-8). And thus, when 1 come up “before the
judgment seat of Christ” (Rom. 14:20), it will not be
said to me, “Thou art weighed in the balances, and
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found wanting”™ (Dun. 53:27). Bt | shall be able to
puss through the gates, into the beautiful eity, the
henvenly Jerusalem.  “And God shall wipe away all
tears from” our “eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor erving, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are pussed awny” (Rev.
21:4.27).—E. R. Hayes, 1833 Maple Avenue, Huntington,
Wesat Virginia.

(This article is in leaflet, form and can be had from
the author for 10¢ u dozen.—Pub.) ’

The Church of Christ
Who We Are and What We Stand For

No doubt when you picked up this literature amdt
glanced at its heading, the Hest thought that came into
vour mind was, “Just another denomination®’; but yon
are mistaken, dear reader, beenuse we are not a denom-
ination, and we disivew the classification.  We are
Christians only and only Cheistians, diseiples, brethren,
and we are vontent to wear any name identified with
the Church revealed in the New Tostament, which in the
aggregate is the Church of Christ or God's People,

We deplore the divided state of Christendom, and we
brand denominations ax the most devastating evil con-
fronting the Lord’s peaple today, ,

The New Testament Chureh was not n denomination.
It included and conxisted of all Christinus speaking- the
sume thing, of the stne mind, whereas denowinationulism
divides the professed followers of Christ into warring
seety, and beeause of these things they are nt varianee
with the very spirit of pure Christianity.

“1s Christ divided 2™ (1 Cor, 1:13).

“Can two walk together except they be ngreed I (Amos
1),

Christ comumanded His Apostles to go into all the world
ad preach the gospel to every creature, offering the
suime blexsings to all wpon identically the xame vondi-
tions, Al were instructed to obey the stine cominands
and were repeatedly warned against going beyond the
Word of God. The Apostles went forth prenching the
pospel and all who heard, believed, and obeyed it, were
addded to the Chuareh,  They were ximply Christians and
all walked by the same rule.

We believe:

1. That the Bible ix the inspived Word of God, wnd
that it “ix profitable tor doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, For insteuction in righteousness, that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
wood works” (2 Tim, 3:16-17). )

2, That the Churel of Christ actually same inte exist-
ence on the first Pentecost alter the resurreetion of our
Lord.  (Please read all of Aets, 2nd Chapter.)

3. That all who hear, believe, and ubey the gospel
beeune members of the Chureli, und ax xueh wre enjoined
to follow the precepts and examples vevealed in the New
Testament,

4. That baptism is un immersion in water for the

remingion of xinx, typifying the burinl and resuprrection
of Christ (Rom. G:3-4; Col. 2:12; Aets 22338, and Aety
8:26-39).
3. That the above baptism must be preceded by a
heart purifying faith (Aets 15:9: Heb, 11:6), a soul
searching repentance (Lunke 13:3-5) preceded by Godly
sorrow (2 Cor, 7:10) and followed by a reformation of
life,
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6. That Christ ix the only head of the Chureh in
heaven ar on carth (Eph, 1:22.23, 5:23; Col. 1:18),

7. That the Chureh is well able to conguer the world
for King Jesus without the aid of any humanly organized
hoard or society (Eph, 8:10.21),

8. That Christiuns are enjoined by seriptural precept
to meet on the Hest day of the week (Sunday). the Lord's
Day (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Heb. 10:25.26; Rev. 1:10),
vur worship consisting of vocal hymns of praise to God
(Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19), of prayers and exhortations, the
ubservanee of the Lord'x Supper (Iat Cor, 11:28), ancl
the cheerful giving of our means (2 Cor. 1:7) 1o support
all legitimate gospel work,

9. That the Christian lite is a life of activity, develop-
ment wid service, nmd suving others (Matt, 25:14.30, 35.
40; Rom. 7:4). :

Nuch we are, simply Christiang, with no ereed but
Christ, no diseipline but the New }l‘outmnvm, contending
witit all our soulx for the-restoration of the divine order
extablishecd by Christ and Tlis apostles, with the prayer
ever on our lips that man-made erecds be buried in the
dust of ublivion, realizing that then, and not until then,
will the union characteristiec of the New Testament
Church be destored.  Oh, thak the ego of man might be
swiallowed up in the glory of Christ]  Does this appeal
to you!  We peayerfully and hopefully await your
decision,.—Chureh  of Chreist, North 13 and  Twentieth
Street, Elwood, Ind.

[ a9

“Judge Righteous Judgment
“hudge not aecording to the appearance, but judge
righteous judgment™™ (John 7:24). Some quote to us
Matt. 7:1 und tell ux it isx wrong to judge any one, But
when GJesus said, Sadge not, that ye be not judged.”

e was talking to seme who sit in judgment againat

Him, henee He said, “For with what judgment ye judge,
ye shall be judged.™  They were to be judiged by the
one they judged and with the judgment they judged.
Then, too, we should not judge people for doing the
very same things we oursclvex do, ux Paul instruets us
in Roni 2:1-8, also shows that we ourselves can not
escipe the judgment of God.

In Luke 12:37 we pead, “Yea, and why even of your-
selves judge ye not what is right 2" Here we are taught
to judge, but “judge what ix vight,” or "judge righteous
Jndgmoent.”

In 1 Cor, G:1-4, Panl objeets to the brethren going to
law  before the unjust, and then informx them they
shoulll do their vwhn judging, and coneluded in verse 4
by saying this:  “If then ye have jadgment of things
pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least
exteemied in the chureh.”

Chirist didn’t conteadiet Hinself, neither did "aul con-
teadict Josus. This being true, we are to do some judg-
ing. but how? "Ry their FRUITS ye shall know them,"”
suyx Joenus in Matt, 7:15-20. By “their fraits’” He means
their lives: or the resudt of their living, too, may be
inclhaded.  Then we are to “judge righteous judgnrent,”
and “the tree in kRnown by its fruits,” so if | see 8 man
drunk, | know he is a drunkaed; if | hoar a2 man taking
God's name in vain, | know he ix a profane man; if 1
cateh o man stealing, T know he ix a thief; if | hear a
man teaching heresy, | know he ix a heretie. 1 have the
“freuit of the teee’’ when | see und hear all such, so ean
“judge him accordingly, which would be “righteous
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Judgment.” 1, like the judge in the court room, see and
hear the evidenes, 1 then pass my judgment, us the Lord
sticl we whould do. | then judge ltim to be profane, or u
thief, or a drufkard, or a heretic. [ have the “fruit of
the tree,” then can judge him to be a “faive prophet”
if he ix teaching that which ix false,

The law of nature is not that erub apples are to grow
on peach trees, nor grapes on upple trees, When | walk
up to a tree and see applesggrowing on it, 1 then judge
it to bo an apple tree. | wonld not think of judging it
to be a black haw tree, or a cherry tree, for it hax apples
growing on it; xo | judge it pecording to the fruit and
suy, That is an apple tree, for there is the fruit which
is an apple. 1t 1 see 0 man “dead drunk” 1 would not
eall him a Christian, for that ix not the fruit of a
Christian,  If [ hear- o man teaching something not in
the Bible und insistinge the brethren adopt it and practice
it, 1 ean’t judge him to he o Biblical man, for hix teach-
ing ix not in the Biblel Sush teaching s not the fruit of
a Christian, _

John said for us to “try the spirits,” which we can
do only by the word of the Lord -"try the spirits
whether they bo of Uod” (1 John 4:1-8). So | am to
“try the spirit,” or teacher, und [ can’t do that without
judging ax to whether he is of God, John says,
“Many false prophets have gone out into the world”;
#0 we have to “wateh™ and he very eareful whom we
allow in our pulpits, lest we allow some "“fulse prophet”
(tencher) in our midst, und then, usually, trouble follows,
Elders, be sure you know what a prencher ropresents
hefore you allow him in your pulpits to preach. John
suys such a teacher "hath not od.” That ix Ainal, coming
from the Apostle John, Then he says, “Reeceive him not
into your house, neither hid lim God specd: for he that
hiddeth him God speed is partuker of hiv evil dewds”
(2 John 9-11). This ix very plain and to refuse to obey
this seripture is to transgress i, and John suys the
*transgression of law in sin” (1 John 3:4), No Le who
refuses to obey the several seviptures we have citod ure
teansgressors of God’s Inw, henee they are SINNERS.—
W. (1. Roberts, 2009 Marion Avenue, Mattoon, [,

Let Us Pray

In 1 Thess. 5:17 Paul says to “pray without ceasing.”’
Of course we understand this to mean that Christinng
shoull never vease to bo praying people.  Not that they
should put in all their time praying when they should
be doing something of u practical nature. Evidently
some folks often feel satinfied with praying for a certain
affect without doing nnything to bring that effeet ahout.
A man might put in mueh time praying on hehalf of
the widows and ovphans when he should be taking them
a sack of flour. Or perhiaps pray {or the unconverted
wid yet never do anything about telling them of the
story of the cross. But while one should be practical
and do his part toward bringing nhout the ond doxired,
this does not deprive him of the privilege of prayor,
for any lawful action we may ongage in should be made
# matter of prayer, We may do this even while engaged
in the doing of our alms. But above all things let us
never drop the practice of praying to the Hoavenly
Father, for this is what ix meant by above passago.

What constituter a seriptural prayer? I'his is often
axked. To begin with, we nre taught to pray in faith,

- reason for doubting that lle will auswer,
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Jahn in his flest epistle, 5:14, says, “If we axk anything
necorditg to his will he heareth us,”  And then we are
taught in Romans 10:17 that “faith cometh by hearing
ane hearing by the word of God.” Thus in order for »
prayer to be one of faith it must be according to the
diving revelation, To ask for something the granting
of which would cause a setting aside of the divine law
would be an unseriptural prayer and xo would not be u
prayer of fuith. When Mosor prayed that God would
heal his sister “now” he ignored the law for isolation or
lepers.  For one to pray that God would forgive a sin-
ner before that sinner reponts would be to ignore the
seriptural condition that repentance must come before
the forgiveness, Therefore wo see that our prayers are
of no avail nnless we inform ourselves in the Holy Bouk
80 w8 to he able to offer prayer that is according to the
sutue.  And even after we loarn what the seriptures teach
on any given subject and word our petitions accordingly,
yerif we arve half-heartod about the beneflts to be dorivid
it i almost unoless to pray.

But here we are often asked whether God will answer
prayer.  ‘The ubeve paragraph requires an affirmative
nnswer to this question, But immediately we are asked
il we beliove in miracles or §pecial providence and when
given a negative answer we are gsked, “How can God
unswer our prayers then?” This is & mere quibble. The
uno wlo usks sueh question is as much under obligation
1o nnswer it as anyone else,  For it is admitted by ull
who accept the Svriptures that we should pray. They
nlsa will not pretend to believe in present-day miraclex,
No then let them answor their puszling question. Just
becwuse | dispute the cxplanation or the “how” of
answering prayer offered by others does not obligate me
to tell how, God is infinite and though 1 enn not under-
stand how He will answer prayer without miracle ix no
It is my duty
as well ws privilege to pray and believe that the Father,
in Hix own wisdom, can und will answer, Moreovor, it
i child of God spends much time in prayer, thus keeping
hinelf in cloke communion with hisn Creator and hix
Mediator, he is not going to get very tar away from the
pathway of righteousness. This good effect, even over
looking all others, is enough to urge all Christians to
“pray without cenxing.,”'—E. M. Zorr.

No Hitlers Nor Stalins in Christ's Church

(od knew the wenkness of human kind, and so the
Chureh he established was specifically made to thwart
the wmbition of reatless nouls. Tha highest position one
ean oceupy in the Church of the New Testament (outside
of the inspired men) ix to be one of two or more elders
over a loenl church.  Read the following seriptures:
1 Tim. 8; Titus 1: Aots 14:23; 1 Cor, 14:26; 1 Poter i;
Actn 20:28, They show that bishops and clders are the
sume, that there was a plurality of them in edch loeal
¢hureh when they had the gualified men, that the alders
were not to be lords over (God’s heritago, and that one
elder was not to he a lord over the others, and that the
elders wore to be apt to teach and did in person feed
the church of God. We see that other members also took
part in the public sérvices under the supervision of the
eldership, sifice brethren in general were admonished by
Paul to edify one another, and 1 Cor, 14:28 shows that
different hrothren took part.
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There is no system which ean not be abused, and the
system of mutual teaching may be so abused.« Some men
are utterly unqualified to do public work, and they
should not be pushed; some others need to be held back,
tor they may wish to do it all, But GGod knew that the
safety and strength of the Body of Christ consisted in
aetivity on the part of the different members, and he
knew that poor little bands could exist in no other way,
and so he gave us this system of mutual tenching.

The system of lpm»lnting one man $0 do all the teach.
ing of the church in praotically all its public meetings
(call him pastor, minister, or what) was the first great
iup away from the apostolic eldership to the Pope of

ome.
~ Martin Luther did not get very fur out of Rome, but
possibly he did the best he could under the cirenm-
stances. Yet he did try to break the forve of the clergy
and to make every Christian a preacher. When celebrat-
ing a few years ago the centennial of the beginnimg of
Luther's work, one of the great preachiers of the Lutheran
churches said in Indianapolis: _

“But not only was Lather an evangelist announcing
unaw the gospel of Christ, but he preached the reforma.
tion idea that every Ohristian should be an evangelist.
The biggest lesson which the churches of today must
learn from Luther is that every Ohristian is to be an
evangelist. That was the New Testament idea and the
idea of the reformation. (I AMERICA IN EVER
BROUGIUT TO CHRINT, ' MUST RE DONE THROUGH
LAYMEN.”

This  Lautheran  preacher  practieally  admits that
Lutherans have depurted from the teaching of the groat
reformer on this point,  No have wmany churches of
Christ departed from the New Testmment teaching of
having elders to feed the Clopeh of Godo Let us build
up n seriptural eldeeship to take enpee ol the churehes,
and then the churehiex will net be drained in hiring «
pastor or “minister” to diseousse 1o them each Lord's
day, and the ehurches will hnve money to stand behind
the preachers ax they go out to the new and weak places
and to lelp the poor.  This s evidently the way it was
done eighteen hundred years ago,

The éhﬁrch at Work

Meadville, Mo.—The church ix wetting along very well here.
Have a nice class of young people nnd every young brothes
will take a public part.—Frank 8. Bottx.

Summeraville, Mo.—I| have one of your Simplified Noew
Testaments and find it a great help to me in the study of
God’a word, May God reward you for the great work you
are doing.—Clarence Cochran.

Brookport, lll.—Juat Anished vending the M. €. for December,
and you have one of the beat wnrtieles [ have rend from you
for several months, Keep it up. I am plensed again to hand

ou $2.00 ms fellowahi lh-om the congregation ut Br‘m)kpm't.

rother Rhodes will hold us & meeting, beginning on February
ith, 1840. We lock forward to n good meeting. llv held uz &
very good meeting last summer.—A. T. Kerr.,

Jorusalem.—They that were scattered abrond went every-
where preaching the Word.—Doctor Luke (in Actx 8:4).

Brother Danlel Sommer seems to be stronger and more alert,
but his blindnesa remains. He aits up n couple of hours each
day, He cAn see a persen atanding before him, but can not
tell who It Is. He wiﬁ be ninety vears old Jununry 11, and hax
xpont aeventy yenia preaching.

Brother C. C. Parker reportz the death of Rister Eva Lena
Ackerman at Mandeville, Mo, aged fifty-fve yoars, the mother
of uix chlldren, living In the faith and dying in the faith. And
Brather W. E. Ballenger veports the death of Slster Cora
Minnis Fries, who waa “killed by a train at Neosho, Mo,
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Brother Kulp was with her in the car when the
He ig vecovering. She leaves her husband and
ten chlldren to mourn. She lived a faithful Christian life to
the end.” She was sixty-seven years old. Thus naturally and
uccidentally we pass into the Great Unseen. Are we all ready?

Hamilton, Mo.—We were in attendance last evening at
Brother E. M. Zerr's Bible Reading at Chlillicothe, Mo., and
enjoyed the second mession of the study of the book of Danlel.
Brother Zerr and those who muke it possible for him to hold
such a reading are rendering an invaluable service to the
Church in the conduct of such work. The prospect of lasting
and continued benefits to be derived from such work is greatly
enhanced by reason of the many younger persons who attend
the rendlnﬂ and manifeat and maintain serious interest therein.
Brother Bill Hensley preached morning and evening last Lord's
Day ut Gallatin, Mo. Both services were well attended, with
some outside interest, and Broth¢r Hensley made friends on
this, his firat visit there; and it ix hoped that he may be able
to return for further work in the future.—O. C. Tee.

Brothey A. R. Moore, 7810 Jefferson, Kanaas City, Mo., rends
a copy of Sermonettes, No. 2, which is chavacteristic of Brother
Moore's writings and sermons. Muny of our readerx enjoy hix
style of writing and will wish a copy. Send him 28 cents for
a copy. -

Sullivan, 1l11.—Our meeting cloxed here the night of December
10th with an all-day meeting., Large attendance ut each service.
Open forum in the afternoon. Nine speakers, ench buinq
limited to zix minutex, Talka very interesting. We had gooc
attendance throughout the three weeks, outside attend-
ance than was ever known here. and we fbute it to the
extennive advertising and personal work. It rnyl to advertise
und to PERSONALLY invite folks out. Only two additlons,
one by immersion and one by mombership, but the seed sown
into hearts that never heard the pure gospel will surely not
have been in vain. [ begin In Glendale, Aviz,, January Tth
(D. V.)—C. R. Turner.

Walnut Bottom, Pa.—If you have room in M. C. some time
mention that a new house har bren bullt for worship that will
be serviceable for time to come, and an invitation s given to
brethren pussing through to ntop off and meet with us, Bible
study, 10 a. m.; worship. 11 a. m,; )renchlnﬁ. T:80 p. m. We ave
aon U. 8. Route 11, Shippenburg, 412 East King Street, We are
unxious for faithful brethven to locate here.—C, J. Beldel.

Many of the brethren the past yvear rent in cluba of the
M. C. which have now expired. Can you not take a few
minutex to arouxc these brethren again, for you know every
club har to have an leader? 1t will help them as well ua ua,

Memphis, Mo,—1 accompnnied Mra, Parker an far as Kannar
City, Mo.,, on her way to Los Angeles, Cal. While there 1
visited Twenty-sixth and Spruce in their midweek meeting.
On Thursday night 1 visited Fifty-ninth and Kenwood, and
they insisted | preach Sumiu,y nnd Sunday night, which [ did,
and | wns made to rejoiee, They-have a fine location, a well
arranged building, and a fine working congregation, under the
supervision of u connervative, well-bulanced board of elders,
lcading the congregation on to zuccess and vietory.—C, C.
Parker.

It ix said that wheat, lving dormant in Egyptlan tombs through
thousands of years, hax been brought out and planted, and that
it grows, The Word of God hax u like power, Though it lay
dormant in a lonely monaatery for a thousund years, when
Martin Luther in his mﬂnnnlorﬁ cell rend the Word of God, it
germingted and produced the Reformatlon, Qur zermons, our
private taiks to otherh on God's Word, the literature we dis-
tribute, may bring forth- fruit long after our bodies arve
mouldering In the earth. When the farmer plants hiz seed he

lants in hope that it will produce; the Word of God we plant

rn the minda and hearts of others will not return unto Him
vold. “In the morning sow thy sced, and In the evening with-
hald not thine hand: for who can tell whether will prosper
cither thia or that, or whether they both shall be alike good

Often churches have been at & lons for subjecta to .give to
krethren on which to talk. 7The Apostle Paul gave usn one
purpose of the Old Teatwment in Heb, 11, when he cited us
to the Faith of those ancient worthies, The Guide Through
Rible History in Jwrgely an detuiled account of the faith of
thoue runple. with lessons for us put in such n form they can
he ens li: used.  We belieee you will find it uurfgvutlve in such
work. The compiler studied nuny books himself that he might
be able to give the reader as much and as geod us he could

November 9.
train struck.
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ﬁ‘t -from meditations of others on those Biblical charscters.
e Now Testament part of the Guide has scores of clamaified
scriptures on the Church of Christ, o

Blockton, Ia.—To the brethren I wish to say wife and I
have been fighting the battlea of life together for fifty years.
Our children gave*us & celebration in October, as we were
married ffty years; there were eleven present that were at
our woddina; and over one hundred in all. But this only by
the \ur. e atarted out to fight the fight of faith together.
We still atand where such preachers as the following taught
us to: Daniel Sommer, J. H. D. Tomson, John Lemmon, Z.
Mitchel, A, J. Peck, T, L. Gray, D. Austen éommor. E. M. Zerr,
William Ketcheralde, W. E. Ballﬁ.l{er. B. T. Huddleston, W. G.
Robarts, Brother Towels, S, D. Baker, and many others. ~ Some
have strayed from the old. paths. Too bad. May the Lord
help us to “stand fast therefore.,”—J. W. Smith and Wife.

Coatesville, Pa.—I recently made a trip into the South, visit-
ing Gaineaville (Ga.), Atlanta, Vuldosta (Fia.), 8t ra-
burg, and Tampa. [ met and preached to hundreds of brethren.
They are zealous on first principles, but need to be uufht the
“all things,” and frankly admit it. Getting into the kingdom
in one thing, and zemnﬁ into the everlasting kianom in
another. Last winter 1 had forty-three men in my Bible claas,
and nearly all of them had your Guide Through Bible History.
The church here at Ercildown iz going on as usual, having
ggo:ll mso;tinn, and we solicit your prayers.—Willlam O. Jones
(Colored).

Corinth, Greece.—For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesun
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich, For as
toucfllng the ministering of the sainta, it is superfluous for me
to write to you; for 1 know the forwardness of your mind, for
which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achala was
ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked [atimulated]
very many.—Paul (in 2 Cor, 8:8, 8:82). _

All receipts of mone{ received here ut the M. C. office are

ut on file, except possibly sometimes when you have a report
?or the paper on the same page. But please put all itema for
the paper on a separate sheet. Considerable complaint has been
made of money sent which we have no record of. This is
always cash. A few years ago the Apostolic Review had the
same trouble, and its managera, with the ald of the postal
authorities, landed the local mail carrier here In the peniten-
tiary. It ia not safe to send cash, but if you do, and do not
within a veasonable time receive a card that it has been ve-
ceived, let the publisher know, However, if you have ordered
something, the reception of that will show we have received
the money. Thanks.

Philippi, Macedonis.—Now ye Philipplans know also, that
in the beginning of thce gospel, when 1 departed from Mace-
donla, no church communicated with me as concerning giving
und recelving, but ye only. For even In Theasalonica ye sent

once and again unto my necessitien.—Pau! (in Phil. 4:15, 18).

Religioua Aetlvitély in Poland.—In Poland before the devasta-
tion of the recent German invasion, there werc some 40,000 dia-
clples of the American Christian Church type with a national
union. They had knowledge of about 22,000 other membera in
Rumania, Slovakia, Finland, and seven other small countries.
From a report in the Christian Standard we learn many of
these people walked from fifty to two hundred miles to attend
their annual gathering. . . . Morning servicen began at mix
and ran till ten, when & line of march, eight abreast and half
a mile long, proceeded with uncovered heads to the river, two
milen away, where forty-nine were baptized. The afternoon
norvice convened at one o'clock und only lmated till seven-thirty!
Many of the brethren could not attend this meeting, as the
government was mobilising its forcea. If we can get a report
of conditions aince the grand march of Herr Hitler, we will let
our readers know something of the sad story.—Miasionary
Mousenger,

Jerusalem.—(The chief of police brings the apoatles into the
court-room, and the judge says:) Did we not straitly command
z::ol:lh.;‘ y: nho:litli.dn?'t tuolh in Itl;:a [Jou\:in‘] ;-mmo? and,

, Ye have rusalem t ) —_
Dotk i Acrare e erusalem w your dectrine.—Doctor

Bethalto, [Il.—T have finished my work in and around Salem,
Mo, till 1940, and then | go back for two months’ w::;:.
Leaving Salem after the mecting, 1 went to West Fork and
was In a mecting with Brother Iton, 1 talked Friday and
Saturday nights. \ Had attention. Went to Greeley, Mo.,
for a two weeks' meeting in a schoolhouss, and had a fine
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meeting there. Brother Estep led the song service durlnf the
meeting and did a wonderful job. Had no converts but I feel
that the seed sown there will in the future begin to spring up
and grow. "It is distressing to have to leave good people Hke
that behind who are walking In darkness, never worrying about
thelr soula’ salvation. My prayer is that they shall see the
light some day. I think we should be as strong as Apostlc
Paul was to preach the word and stay in a place two or three
months if possible, These two weeks’ or three weeks' meet.
Inga are all right; but on the other hand, about the time people
got interested In God's word the meeting is over, some left in
doubt, some that were seeing the value of obeying the goapel
go home and forget it all, saying the meeting closed about the
time they were intereated.—Paul E. Lawrence,

Reedley, Calif.—I recently spent a week a Fairbury, Neb:.
A lady came in from the Baptists. Others were about ready
to renounce all religious errors and stand with the brethren,

The Church at Falr u,rﬁ is having influence for good. Spent
three days at Pleasant Ridge, near Hamlilton, Mo. Three werc
reatored to fellowship, and the Church is at work. They have

a bright. future before them If they remain faithful, and |
believe they will. I spent two weeks at Nevada, Mo., reorganiz-
ing the government of the Church, and outlining a program
of work for them to carry out. These brethren really have a
mind to work. Nevada will come to the front If they carry
out the present arrangement. They will send out talent to
reach to and to teach the weaker congregations around them.
pace forblds that I say what I would llke to say about the
work of the Nevada Church. I came to Reedley December 4.
Will ugend some time here trying to strengthen the cause.
The Church here is small in n rs, but seems strong in
falth. Brother W, J. Stone is with me in this work. He is &
true yokefellow. His age, experlence, and knowledge of the
Sorlgturei, giver me an advantage l've never before enjoyed
in the work. Enjoyed the fellowship of both congregations in
Riveraide over Lord's Day, December 8. I hope to return to
the vicinity of Phoenix, Ariz,, with a view to trying to improve
my physical condition. Wil try to be there in time to help
Brother C. R. Turner in his work scheduled to begin early
next year. I anr encoura with the progress of the churches
generally. We must not lose what we've gained, brethren. The
fight s just begun. “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit
¥’e like men, be strong,” sald the great Soldier of the cross,
aul. Can the Lord depend on you?—William Ketcherside,
1137 K Street.

.Des Moines, Ia.—Brother Carl Ketcherslde was with the con-
gregation here (2007 Dean) in m series of meetings, starting
October 22nd and continuing four weeks. This resulted in
much good in many ways. The congregations here awakened
ar never before to the work that we should be doing, and plans
worked out aa to how we may carmry it on through. Good
interest manifeated in the community, which we belleve will
continue to bear fruit. One very I)Ionnlmz result of Brother
Carl's work was the awakening of a desire for more Bible
study, and so in addition to our regular meetings, we have
been meeting Friday evenings in a careful investigation of the
Hebrew letter, and will continue through other ka of the
Bible. The alsters are meeting Thuraday afternoons in veﬁ'
interesting and profitable Bible study. Also Brother E. M.
Zerr han been engaged to lead us through a twelve weeks’
study, atarting the Old Testament December 30, 1840, to con-
tinue nix weeks. The New Testament atudy will begin Novem-
ber 10,.1841, to continue aix weeks. These will all be night
soasions, five nights a week. No study Saturday and Sunduy
evenings. More detalls in the meantime for the benefit of all
who wish to be with us and avail themselves of this oppor-
tunity of Bible study. Glad to hear from any one who may
be Intereasted. Accommodations for room and board wil be
worked out at the loweat possible figure.—Eugene Suddeth,
1512 Eaat Walnut.

Indianapolis, Ind.- -The publisher spent New Year’s day at
the 8t. Louls Bible Reading, as it started. I think they yuld
there were 28 atudents from outslde of the city, from several
states. The afternoon servico was in the presence of a well-
filled house. The writor spoke about half an hour. The pros-
pect for an interesting and profitable reading ia good. Brethren
reported a large hear of non-members at thelr new location
at Webster Grovea, The writer also spoke Dec. 31 to a full
house at 26th and Spruce shd that night at 48th and Kenwood,
Kannan City, Mo.- Full peace seoms to be reigning in these two
churches, The advancement made at all these places means
WORK on the part of Brlctienlly ALL members. “Work for
the night is coming.”—D. A. Sommer.





