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Two Martyrs in Prague

As [ write these lines, hundreds of millions of eyes arve

turned toward Prague, the capital of Czechoslovakia,
and the question is asked, Will there be war between this
state and Germany, and will the whole world become in-
volved !

And while I muse, my mind goes back more than five
centuries, to about the vear 1400, to a man named John
Huss, who lived in Prague. He was a teacher of tlu_'ulnu_\'
in the University of Prague and also a preacher in the
Roman Catholic Church. Jerome of Prague was also a
tencher in this University and a follower of Huss. Huss
saw the corruption in the clergy and eried against it,
az well as some of the unscriptural doctrines of the Cath-
olic Church, and obtained a large following by the truth
he presented and the cloquence with which he presented
it.

Rut the clergy became the enemies of bath these teach-
ers and called them to account at the Ueneral Council
at Constance, Though they were assured a safe conduct
both to and from the assembly. it was not fulfilled.
They felt the justness of their cause, for they a_plmlllml
to Holy Scripture instead of the teachings of ummgplml
councils and popes, and were glad of the opportunity to

defend themselves. After repeated efforts to draw a
retraction from Huss, they condemned him to be burned
at the stake.

On his way to his death he repeated prayers to God
und psalms of penitence, and as they kindled the fire, he
uttered these words: “Lord Jesux, I endure with hu-
nility this cruel death for thy sake; and T pray thee
to pardon all my enemies.” The exeeutioners continued
the work of heaping up the wood on the fire, all the while
the voice of the martyr going up to God in devotion until
it was finally quenched with the fire and smoke. His ashes
were collected and cast into the lake by his enemies, but
lix followers grabbed up even the ground where he had
tied and held it as sacred.

Using this severity as a means of intimidation on
Jerome, they did indeed frigh him into a retraction,
but later he penitently disave the retraction, and
less than a year after Huss died he. too, was burned at
the stuke.  The courage which had forsaken him in an
hour of weakness when he retracted. now returned and
he boldly went to hix death. When the exeeutioner
came up behind to light the fagots. Jerome said. “Place
the fire before me; if I had dreaded it 1 could have
escaped.”’

These men lived and died for Jesus about a hundred
vears before Luther came upon the stage. They were
morning stars of the Reformation—lights shining in a
dark place. But they were only two. Thousands, hun-
dreds of thousands, yea millions through the centuries
have died to bring to us the Bible and the Chureh and
the simplicity in Christ.  And yet, here we are, with
thix hlood-hought Church and we appreciate it not. Here
we are with these Seriptures written in erimson, and we
read them not. Here we are in a land of liberty where
we can unmolested worship God, and we neglect this di-
vine service.

Many ery, Do T have to obey the gospel! Do 1 have
to read the Bible? Do I have to attend worship? Do 1
have to contend for the faith? Rather should they say,
Do | have the happy privilege and opportunity of deing
these things for Christ who died for me. The true
Church of God is passing through a great trial of af-
fliction, and many ceringe and cower and forsake the
teuth for which their fathers contended and which Christ
commanded. They fear to stand and fight the good fight
of faith. As our minds revert from our battles today to
the devotion of the martyrs, let us sing with renewed
spirit and determination the good old hymn:

Faith of our fathers. living still,
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword;
O. how our hearts beat high with joy,
Whene’er we hear that glorious word!

Our fathers, chained in prisons dark,
Were still in heart and conscience free;

IHow sweet would be their children’s fate,
If they, like them, could die for thee!
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Faith of our fathera, we will love

Both friend and foe in all our strife;
And preach thee, too, as love knows how,
«By kindly words and virtuous life.

Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
Wo will be true to thes till death.
o —D. A. Sommer.

]
Nothing to Lose

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. long
auffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance: against such there is no law.” (Gal. 5:22, 23.)

The particular idea T wish the reader to get from this
passage at present is that no risk is taken when one
practices these virtues. Not that he will have no oppo-
sition, for the righteous will ever be opposed. But such
opposition will net prevail. Tsaiah wrote thus of ancient
Israel: “No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper.” (Isa. 54:17). This did not assure against the
forming of hostile weapons, but such weapons would not
prevail. And so it ia to be understood of the passage
quoted at beginning of this article. If a man follows the
path of right he is sure to be the winner in the end in
spite of all-opposition. . -

One of the most desired objeets in the thoughts of
man ia to be certain of success, of obtaining that for
which he has sought. Many perrons would go to great
lengths and endure great ineonveniences were they sure
of winning in the end. And even when the chances are
only for the most part in their favor they are often
willing to take those chances against the odds because
they consider the contest worth while. Yea, in many
cases pertaining to thiz world they will lean upon the
chances even when the odds against them are far in
excess of those favorable. They will tell you that what
might be gained is worth all the risk. Thus although
they have much to lose and comparatively little to gain
they feel justified in making the effort.

Then why not use the same judgment with reference
to a matter involving the soul that is worth many times
more than all the things of this world?! And especially
when vou are given a propogition that is not just moatly
favorable to the desired object but iz entirely so. When
Peter exhorted his readers to make their calling and
olection sure he was not offering some unobtainable goal.
Such an urge means that one is capable of being sure
about this. There need be no risk as far as the chances
are concerned. The only thing that would constitute a
risk is one’s own lack of faithfulness. But rince such a
risk is inexcusable we may ignore it in our present study.
In such a cage the faithful man has “nothing to lose.”
This is the reason I am appealing to all readers, especially
those who may be in confusion over the many questions
arising from the divided state of the religious world.

A man may tell us that he sometimes feels the urge to
do something about hia soul but just about when he
thinks of moving he is confronted with the uncertainties
before him. That religious people themselves do not
agree as to what is right and as to which dootrine to
believe or which so-called plan of salvation to accept.
In this connection it is certainly appropriate to think of
the heading of this article and investigate its claim. If
you were about to start on a tour for some certain place
and the guide would tell you that two or three railroads
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were thought to lead to such a place but one was knowy
to lead there, what would you dot If a man owed yon
an amount and offered you choice of two checks, one he
knew was good while the other was uncertain, what
would you do?

Now why not apply this rule about what church to
join, what name to wear, what baptism to obey, when
to commune, etc.! While many think any church will
do, yet all will admit the Church if Christ is right and
that one can be saved in it. Some may say that com-
munion occasionally will do but all admit it is safe and
right to commune every Lord's day. It may be thought
by some that any so-called form of baptism is acceptable
yet all admit that immersion iz safe and right. Some
will offer various creeds and bases of unity while all will
admit that the New Testament is safe and right. Various
names are worn and upheld by the leaders in the religious
world yet all allow that Christian is safe and right.
Then why not practice “safety first” and be immersed,
be united with the Church of Christ, be satisfled with the
name Christian, attend the communion every Lord's day,
be satisfled with the New Testament as your only creed
or religious rule and by this procedure be on the infalli-
bly safe side. By doing this you have nothing to lose and
everything to gain for both the present world and the
one to come. All else is donpttul to say the least.—E. M.
Zerr. :

Can the World See Jesus in You?

Oue of the most appealing incidents in the life of the
Son of God upon earth, is that recorded by John, in
chapter 12, verse 21. It refers to certain Greeks who
came to worship at a feast, and said unto Philip, of
Bethsaida, “Sir, we would see Jesus”. We believe that
even in this present day, with all of its ungodliness and
worldly lust. there are still many sincere souls who
breathe the plea, “We would see Jesus”. Many are
there who are wandering through a labyrinth of human-
isms, picking their way through a mase of unsatisfying
doctrines, who still exclaim, “We would see Jeaus”. In
thin emergency what conatitutes our responsibility!?

Surely, we will not deny that it iz our duty to lead
the world to the Savior of men! But how may we do that!
Firat, it is evident that we must know where to find him
ourselves. I could not lead you to someone, whose
location was unfamiliar to me. How will we find the
Christ, and where shall we look for him? Onee upon 2
time his parents lost him, and eagerly searchad for him
three days. They looked among their relatives, and
searched the tents of their friends, but finding liim not,
they returned to the city of Jerusalem, and there they
located him exactly where they left him. Somewhere
along the line we may have left Him, and wherever that
point is, there we shall ind Him.

Have we FAITH in Him as God’s Sont (Heb. 11:6;
Matt. 16:16; Acts 8:37). Have we REPENTED our
sing? (Lk. 13:3; Aects 17:30). Have we CONFE
Him before men?! (Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:10). Then
thus far we have walked with Him on the road of life
But you say you are lost from him now, 8o let us pursu
our investigation. Were you BAPTIZED into Christ!
(Rom. 6:4). “ You say you were not! Then it is evidest
that you left Christ at the point where you left his com
mandments. And in order to locate him, you muat retum
to that spot, take up where you left off, and press for



- MACEDONIAN CALL

ward in humble and complete obedience of His blessed
will. -

Now having found the Saviof again, and having been
paptized into Him, it is evident that we put on Christ
(Gal. 8:27).. How can we get others in whom we are
intereated to see Him? My friends whom I cherish, my
children who look to me for guidance, my neighbor
whose domicile is next to mine; how can I bring them
to see Jesua! [ am sorry to say that some of them will
pot read His word, and I can not influence them to do
that; so it is apparent #that if they ever see Jesus, it
will be IN MY LIFE. The world reads- a Christian life
a its ONLY Bible. I must reproduce as nearly as I can
in my life the attributes and characteristics of my Lord,
90 those who desire may see Jesus the Son of Man, the
Son of God.

I must be forgiving (Luke 23:34) ; humble (Luke 22:
27); holy (Acts 4:27); loving (John 13:1); compassion-
ste (Luke 7:18); faithful (1 Thess. 5:24); true (John
1:14); innocent (Matt. 87:4); harmless (Heb. 7:26);
meek and lowly in heart (Matt. 11:29); patient (Matt.
97:14). I must resist temptations—the lust of the flesh,
lust of the eye, and pride of life. (Matt. 4:1-10). In
gshort, I must be obedfent. to my Heavenly Father in all
things, yea, even unto death (John 15:10). Just as Christ
obtained glory by suffering shame, so I must gain my life
by losing it (Matt. 18:26).

Salt achieves its affect in making food more palatable,
not by calling attention to itself, but by losing itself in
the food. So must I as the salt of the earth, make the
earth a better place in which to live, not by ealling
attention to myself; but by losing my identity in ﬂavgr-
ing the world with Christianity. I must hold the Christ
in front of me, until men may not see me but Christ that
liveth in me.

I have no light in myself, I am but the reflector of the
glory of the Son of God. It is my duty to keep the re-
flector polished and bright, and let my light shine, to
guide others on the pathway that leads to Him. So many
today are anxiously saying, “Sir, we would see Jesus”.
Will you let them glimpse the Savior in your every act,
word and deed! Can the world see Jesus in you?—W,
Carl Ketcherside.

Faithful Unto Death—(Rev. 2:10)

“laving therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all fllthiness of the flesh Qnd
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Cor.
1:1),

My brethren and friends, since I began studying the
Soriptures, I have constantly contended that salvation in
just as conditional after we come into the Church as it is
before. We who have read the Seriptures caregully kpow
that there is no salvation promised to responsible beings
outside of the church, or kingdom of Christ. And the
Seriptures are equally as clear that there is no salvation
promised in the Church except we live according to the
law of the Lord as Christians.

“Pure religion and undeflled before God and 'the Fa-
ther is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in thm'l;
afliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
(Jus. 1:27). “And we know that we are of God, and the
whole world lieth in wickedness.” (1 Jno. 5:19). The
loving Father looked down upon this sin-cursed world of
dying humanity, and O, what a condition it was in.
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The Gentiles had long since been given over to the lusts
of the flesh “to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves,” and of the Jews it was said, “They are all
gone out of the way, they are together become unprofit-
able; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” (Rom.
1:21,.28; 3:10, 18). " The whole world, after 4,000 years
out of the Garden of Eden, had gradually grown worse
instead of better. “The eyes of the Lord are in every
place, beholding the evil and the good.” (Prov, 15:3).
He saw the seething masses of sinful humanity in this
horror stricken condition! He had “created man in his
own image” (Qen. 2); and "for His glory.” (Isa. 43:7).
But now they are intolerable! They have merited de-
struction! Something must be done. Divine juatice for-
bids that the world continue in this awful and undone
condition. Divine justice must be satisfled. The death
blow must be struck. It can go on no longer au it is. A
rangom is in order, but who ean pay it! “They that
trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multi-
tude of their riches? None of them can by any means
redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him:
(for the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceas-
eth forever); that he should still live forever and not
see corruption”. (Psa. 49:6-8). Thus we sce man was
helpless. Hius '‘sins had separated between him and his
Uod.” He is "altogether become unprofitable.,” God
alone must decide. He will seek one who is willing and
worthy to die for the sinful world; and *“take away the
sin of the world.” (dJno. 1:29),

In the midst of God's wrath he remembers mercy! A
search is made. A dark pall overshadows the Heaveus.
Some were worthy, perhaps but none were willing. The
angel wept bitterly. The Lord made a choice. Ile chore
his only Son, the “apple of His eye.” He was “altogether
lovely.” Will the Son go down to earth and die a
ransom for souls? An elder said to the weeping angel,
“Weep not, The Lion of the tribe of Judah hath pre-
vailed”, He had agreed to die for sinners—for all of dying
humanity (compare Rev. 5:1, §; Heb. 10:5, 10).

Jesus said, “To this end came I into the world’'. What
wonderful love ‘‘that a muan should die for his friends”.
“But God commendeth his love toward ux, in that,
while we were yot sinners  [enemies], Christ  died
for us”. (Rom. 5:8, 10). “For it became Him, fer whom
are all things, and by whom are all things. in bringing
many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salva.
tion perfeet through suffering.” (Heb. 2:10). Brethren,
are you following your Captain!

“For even hereunto were you called; because Christ
algo suffered for us, leaving us as an example, that YR
should follow hisx steps.’” (1 Pet. 2:21). Rehold your
Savior—Guide and Redeemer! Soe his humility—his life
of righteousness and true holiness, his life of self denial ;
heur his voice ealling, “If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself and take up his eross daily, and
follow me.” (Lk. 9:28). *“If ye then be risen with
(‘hrist, seek those thinga which are above. . . . Set your
affection (mind) on things above, not on things on the
earth, for ye are dead, and your life is-hid with Christ
in God”. (Cel. 8:1, 2).

Brothren, Jesus ransomed our souls with his own pre.
cious blood. We rexolved that he should be our Leader,
our Quide, that we would take up our cross daily and
follow him, that we would walk in his steps.. Then,
brethren, “Let ever¥ one that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity”. (2 Tim. 2:19). Let every one
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of ug “bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance’’.
(Matt. 8:8). Purge your heasts of slang. Jesus said,
“0f the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh”.
“Liet your speech be always with grace, seasoned with
salt”. (Col 4:8). Quit your filthy habits, such as to-
baceo and its by-products, snuff, ete. “Abstain from all
appearance of evi?”. (1 Thes. 5:22).
rother, sister, what are you doing for the Lord? Are
you faithful in the Churech? Do you look after the sick,
the aflicted, the widowy and orphans? Do you inquire
into the needs of worthy preachers! Do yon take any
intereat whatever in the delinquent members of your con-
gregation? Do you show your appreciation of God’s love
and merecy to you, by rendering unto him a whole-
hearted, consecrated, Christian service each day?! If
not, upon what do you base your hope of salvationt You
owe to your Lord just such a scrviee, “for ye were as
sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls”.. (1 Pet. 2:25).
And to you, dear readers, who are lost in sin, will you
not hear the Savior? Jesus pleads with you, *“Come
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls, for my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light”. (Matt. 11, 28). Could you ask more
than your Lord has offered? Do you expect to do less
than he asks of you?! Brethron, before singing an invi.
tation, let each of you breathe a prayer unto_QGod that
some precious soul might “receive with meekness the en-
grafted word which is able to save your souls”. You
have heard the Truth, believe it with all your heart,
repent of your sins, confess your faith in Him who died
that you might live, and be buried with him in baptism,
that you might arise from the liquid tomb to walk in
newness of life. “If any man (or woman) be in Christ
he is a new creature”, “Ilessed are they that do His
commandments, that they may have a right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the eity”.
(Rev. 22, 14).—Wm. Ketcherside.

"Let There be Light'—(Gen. 1:3)

In the morning of creation. when ‘“‘darkness was
upon the face of the deep—" (iod said, “Let there be
light; and there was light”.

Our Heavenly Father knew light and darkness could
not inhabit the same place at the same time, so he “di-
vided the light from the darkness”. From that time to
this, day and night have always existed on ecarth, and
will “while earth remaineth”. (Seeo (en. 8:22).

When Jesus made hig advent into this world, he found
an awful condition of spiritual darkness everywhere—
because man had forsaken his God, thus bringing sin
and death into the world. 8o, to lead man out of this
awful condition of darkness, it was necessary for light
to shine. The same “(od. who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ'’. (P’aul in 2 Cor. 4:6).

John declared Jesuy to be the “true light The people
were in darknesa when Jesus came, but saw great light
—to those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light is sprung up. Also, “the darkness is past and the
true light now shineth”.

But Jeaus Christ, the true light, was not always to be
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-present with hia disciples, but it was his will, that after

-

he should leave this world, the light of the goapel would
direot the steps of the weary, benighted traveler to the
haven of rest.

To this end, he said to his disciples, “Ye are the light
of the world”, and “Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father whioch is in heaven”.

So the apostles took up the work where their master
left it and acecording to instruotions given them became
(together with other faithful men and women) the light
of the world.

The infant church carried the gospel to the world,
(Col. 1:28). It was through the tireless efforts of the
apostles and early disciples, that the Apoatle Peter could
address a class of people who had never seen the Lord,
as, loving him, believing in him and also rejoicing. “Be-
cause thou hast seen me, thou hast believed, blessed ure
they that have not seen me and yet believe”, said Jesus
to Thomas.

Many people today are endeavoring to “feel” their
way in the darkness of sectarianism. A pall of impene.
trable darkness is certainly covering the souls of men.
The only hope is Jesus, a once orucified but now arisen
and glorified Redeemer.
WA fa:i(-ﬂm;]g chall%nne cnn}ea to th'e ‘t:hu;:&.of Clﬁ:ﬁ.

¢ make the grandest profe ] peopie”,
hence “the light of the world”‘.mltonly way Jesus can
be seen today is as the “light of the glorious gon?el of
Christ who is the image of God” and whio shines 'untg
them”. (2 Cor. 44), .

The nejghbor who lives across the way may not read
his Bible, but he will read ‘our lives. (2 Cor. 3:2). A
sermon lived will be remembered longer and do more
pood than one preached from the pulpit. (See Phil. 2:14-
16). Again, ye are the light of the world.

The husband who is out of Christ may ridioule the
religion of Christ and refuse to read his Bible but down
deep in his heart he secretly admires that wife of his,
who so nobly and faithfully proclaims the gospel by
living it. (See 1 Pet. 8:1.8).

After the bodiea of parents lie moldering in the grave,
one time wayward children remember sermona lived by
father and mother, and thus they look back through the
years and see Jesus.

From a doctrinal viewpoint the Church of Christ is
the “light of the world”. (1 Tim. 8:15). If we lie down
on the job, how will the next generation know how the
work of the church is to be conducted? How many of w
today would know about the New Testament church had
not the early reformers and reatorers fought for every
ineh of the ground we ocecupy todayt How much would
we_know about the Now Testament plan of conversion
had not those same faithful men and many others made
themselves “ridiculons” in the eyes of even their best
friends by contending for those things—*the little things
the most of usx will never understand any way’'.

Who is going to keep the Lord's plan for keeping the'
church pure, unless thoss who are satisfled with the
divine arrangement contend earnestly for the samel
Brethren, if we compromise on this vital Roint, ‘ot the
false teacher in,” when Paul says, “mark” and “avoid”
and John says “receive them not;’ the line of demar
cution between us and the sectarlan world will sood
vanish away.

Who is going to show others how God is to be glorified



through the church (Eph. 3221), unless we set the ex-
amlsle!

oW can & young man become a preacher unless he is
sent away to & “Christian” (1) eollege? How can Chris-
tians be made, character developed and elders produced
by the church and homef

In fact, avarything necessary to the saving of the soul
can be done by and through the church, But, brethren,
it must be done. . ) .

How long are we going to be satisfled with “our meet-
ing once per year” and preaching once or twice per
month while many within our reach have never heard
of the church for which Jesus died!—Lloyd Riggins,
(‘harleston, Il ‘

Letter to One in Religious Confusion

1 do not doubt your sinecerity regarding your religious
position but I do doubt the seripturalness of it, for you
have failed to notice so many seriptures which bear
very much on the subjects you discuss. | shall not an-
swer, or explain, all the scriptures you give, for some of
them 1 would endorse as applied correctly, but many do
not really touch the point of difference.

Concerning the divisions in the Christian world, 1
would say that some of them are caused because people
when studying the Bible take less than what the Lord
says, and many take MORE than what the Lord says.
This latter class in by far the greater, and the statement
simply means that they go on the outside of the Bible
and bring in things not there. In other words, we are
not divided over what is in the DBible but what is not
there. Denominations are divided .over names and
creeds and doctrines for which there is not a Thus saith
the Lord, things such as conferences, general assemblies,
associations of uninspired men making laws to govern
“the Lord’s people”, ete. We shall notice some of them,

The Roman Catholic Church teaches justification by
WORKS, but when Luther came out of it he went to
the other extreme and taught justification by FAITH]
ALONE, and Protostants generally have followed Luther,

You do not take ALL the seriptures on the subject
of Conversion. You say that one is saved by Faith,
whieh is true, but not by Faith ALONE. You say we
are saved by Grace, which is true, but nowhere does the
Hible say we are saved by Urace ALONE. It also says
we are saved by repentance, which your Faith alone
system would deny, and yet it does not say by Repentance
alone. Paul says, “With the heart man believeth and
with the mouth Confession iy made unto salvation”, but
wu can not say by Confession ALONE. Peter says, “The
like figure whereunto even Baptism doth also now save
u” (1 Peter 8:21), but your people along with the te-
nominations in general believe Baptism does NOT save
ux. You believe that man is justified by Faith alone,
while James says, “As the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead also”. (James
2:26), We take ALL these scriptures while the denom-
inations settle on those only which suit their doctrine.

You see such passages as this, “A man is justified by
faith without the deeds of the law’’. (Rom. 3:28). And
you conclude that we are justified by Faith alone. Read
the context closely of this and all the other passages, and
perhaps in every one you will see that he is contrasting
the system of Faith (tho gospel) with the system of
works (the Jewish law). In the Roman, Galatian and
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other letters you will ind this. Read them again with
that thought in mind, and 1 think you will understand
them. Words must be understood by the connection in
which they are written, And if the writer is not speak-
ing of the Jewish law you will find he is apeaking of
“works of righteousness” (of one’s own) independent of
the gospel, by which a man can not be saved. That is, a
man can not be saved on his morality independent of
Christ. “Not by works of righteousness which e have
done [out of Christ] but by his mercy he saved us, by the'
washing of regeneration [baptiam) and renewing of the
Holy Ghost”, (reception of the words of the Holy
Spirit). (Titus 3:3).

Faith changes the mind, Repentance changes the heart,
Confession changes the leadership, and Baptism changes
the stute—“"baptized INTO Christ”. (Gal. 3:27). It
takes all of these to make a full conversion,

You speak about the thief being saved without being
baptized, but he lived BEFORE the Church was eatab-
lished, on the day of Pentecost. (See Acts 2).

You say that a church does not save one. If you are
speaking of churches not mentioned in the Bible 1 am
not disposed to contradict you. But let us see. Can one
be saved OUT of Christ? In 1 Cor. 12:27, we have this,
“Ye are the body of Christ”. Now this body and Christ
are the same, just as John D%‘nnd his body are the
same, in common language. ‘“The body, the Church”,
{Col. 1:18), Now how do we get into Christ, which is his
body, which is his church? *Ag many as have been bap-
tized INTO Christ, have put on Christ”. (Gal. 3:27).
Now as you will admit that one can not be saved QUT
of Christ, we see that means he can not be saved OUT
of the Church (considering. of course, he has had oppor-
tunity to know and obey the truth),
~ Wu are agreed that “we are buried with Christ by
baptism” (Rom. 6:4), for you, teo, believe in immersion,
but the rest of the sentence speaks about “walking in
newness of life,” showing that that does not come in full-
ness till after baptism. Jesxus said in Mark 18:15 ,16,
“He that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved”, but
the denominational world including your church teaches
in substance, “lle that belioveth and is saved, shall then
be baptized if he wishes to, but it is not necessary to
salvation”. This can not be talking about eternal salva-
tion, for millions of people are baptized who will not be
saved eternally becanae they do not live up to it. It muat
refer to “saved” from sins. Peter says, “Repent and be
baptized FOR the remission of sins” (Actx 2:38), but you
people teach “because your sins are remitted”, which-
is cortainly a changing of the meaning of the text.

You say we ought to all work:together since we all
elaim to be Christiana. [If we aré such why not use that
name entirely instead of Baptist, Presbyterian, Methodist,
ete, as so many are doing. These human names are
helping to keep us divided.

We do not read, about any organizations to do work
of the Church in New Testament times, such as missiomn
ary socioties, mid societies, Bible colleges, orphan homes,
for they were commanded to give God glory “in the
Church” (Eph, 3:21). It i" hard enough to hold. the
Church in line with truth when we have the Bible to
regulate it, and how can we hold in check these human
organizations mixed up with the Church when only hu-
man wisdom regulates them? They are unseriptural.

In Acts 20:7 it says. “The disciples came together on
the first day of the week to break bread”. In Aots 3:43
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the breaking of bread and the fellowship (contribution)
are mentioned as things along with others, the early
Church continued steadfustly in. Now 1 Cor. 16:1, 8,
show tifat they were commanded to “lay by in store”
upon the first day of the week. Now as the command to
remember the sabbath day to keep it holy meant EVERY
sabbath day, as often as it came, and as they were com-
manded to lay by in store upon THE first day of the
week, and they had,the comirunion at the same time, it
is evident that we are commanded to have this worship
as often as “THE'’ first day of the week comes. But you
try to offset this by saying that they broke bread every
day at first, but they were there speaking only of a
common meal such as that mentioned in Acts 27 just
before Paul was shipwrecked. In Acts 20:7 the Book
clearly says they came together upon the first day of the
weck TO break bread, and there is evory reason to be-
lieve they did that, and they did not do it Monday
morning as you say, but, if you will read the context
closely you will find that Paul broke bread late in the
night; in other words, took a lunch, a while before he
started on his journey and talked to them a long time
before his departure.

We have condemned instrumental music in Christian
worship because it is not mentioned in the New Testa-
ment, but you say it is not forbidden. On the same
reasoning the Roman Catholic could introduce praying
for the dead, worship of Mary, burning .inecnse, ete,,
which are “not forbidden” yet whieh you wauld con-
demn. When (od gives his law, and says it is perfeot,
and forbids our adding to it, is not that enough? You
say in rebuttal that nothing is said about seats, song
books, tuning forks, ete. It is true that there is a liberty,
but it is only of details which God has NOT given of
commands which he HAS given, and those details must
be in harmony with the rest of Qod's Word. Any help
which makes an addition to the word of God is forbidden.
Song books, chairs, ete., or their equivalent, are necessary
to do what God commands, but instruments make an.
other kind of music, and thus are an addition to what
Qod commands. You say there will be instruments in
heaven, and add, “lere’s hoping we never eriticize the
use on earth of anything which God uses in heaven”.
But there will be infants in heaven, shall you, a “Baptist”,
therefore have them in your church, baptizing them, cte.?
1t speaks about the redecmed in heaven having white
robes and palms in their hands, shall the worshippers in
services today have the same! Incense, too, in heaven,
shall we therefore have it in our servises? You see your
reasoning is going to get you into a peck of trouble.
Whatever God has for us in heaven we shall receive and
be glad; but we shall never get there if we ADD to his
worship here, for “If any man shall add unto these
things God shall add unto him the plagues written in
this book”. (Rev. 22:18).

You speak about Love, but Jusus says, “He that hath
my commandments and keepeth TIHEM, he it is that
loveth me”. (John 14:21). Acecording to your loose
ideas of the dootrine of Christ, it would be hard to find
4 heretic, but the Book says, “An heretic after the first
and second admonition reject”. (Titus 3:10). All the
way through the New Testament condemnation is pro-
nounced on false doctrines. Jesus said, "Beware of false
prophets’’. And John says, 2 John 10, 11, “If there
come any unto you and bring not this dootrine, receive
him NOT”. And Jesus says again, “As many as I love,
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I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore and repeat”.
(Rev. 8:19). The only safe thing to do is to follow
strictly what the Lord commands.

My parting exhortation to you, young man, is this:
Throw aside all your religious practices for which you
have no authority, in the New Testament, be a Christian
only, and let us together try to bring the religious world
together on the only true basis of Christian unity, the
lsiihle, and the Bible anly. Your sincere friend.—D. A.

ommer.

The Road to Heaven

Upon apptroaching the limits of a city we look to the
right of us and we see a sign, which reads, “And an
highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called
the way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it;
but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though
fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor
any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be
found there; but the redeemed shall walk there”.

We continue our journey into the city and we make
inquiries about thia road and we get this in reply, “Well,
the road you are seeking is a very strait and narrow road,
and not many people travel over it, on that account;

_but you can take this other road to your left, and it is a

nice wide road and nearly @ one travels it, because
it is wide. Another thing is, they have a toll gate on
both roads, and the toll on the wide road is much cheaper
than that on the narrow road'’.

Well, my friend, can you tell me where these two roads
lead to?. They must lead to some very important eity”.
So our informer says, “Yes they do, but since you are
seeking 5o much information, it will be necessary for me
to look ut the Guide Book, which will give you all the
information you are seeking’’.

So he takes from his pocket a guide Book called the
NEW TESTAMENT and turns to Matt. 7:13-14 and reads,
“The wide road leads to the city of EVERLASTING DE-
STRUCTION, and the narrow road leads to the city of
LIFE EVERLASTING”.

Now, about the toll. Well, to tell the truth about it,
they have taken down the toll gate on the wide road,
but the toll gate on the narrow road is just the same as
the day they put it up, and the price is the same as when
they flrst put it in force. , .

In regard to the prive of toll, Heb, 11:6 says, it is
FAITH, Acts 2:38 says it is alsto REPENTANCE; Matt.
10:32 says it will take CONFESSION; Rom. 6:4-5 says
it will also take BAPTISM. Of ocourse the toll seems
high, but the road is safe, it is just like the sign says
which you read coming into ‘the city. And when you
reach the city of EVERLASTING LIFE, 1I Tim. 3:8 says
there is a crown of righteousness there for you upon
arrival. It also says in II Thess. 1:7-9 that all who
travel the wide road will be PUNISHED WITH EVER-
LLASTING DESTRUCTION FROM THE PRESENCE\OF
THE LORD and from the glory of hia power.

My dear friend, when do you want to atart upon this
narrow road? What does the guide Book say?! It says,
“Now is the accepted time, behold today ia the day of sal-
vation”, Well then why not start now! My dear reader,
won't you ﬂtl\l‘t"todli upon the narrow road to the city of
EVERLASTING LIFE, and continue thereon until yow
reach the city, and receive the erown of life.—Slim Hold-
erbaum, Marion, Ind.
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Some Church News
E. M. Zarr will conducet a {welve weeks' Bible dinﬂ. ht
sessions only, in Sullivan, Illincla. The reading rt?bqnn-ilin.
fd\n He will send in more detailed anncuncement for November
sue.

Nixa, Mo.—Tent meeting at Rocky Ford, Colo., attracted good
crowds entire time, with four a toot.he m:‘rd? Heel‘:ddevol-

opment meeting each Sun afternoon teaching yo breth-
ren to &m. k. wait on fable, etc. Brethren at R::P‘g Ford,
La Junta and Las Animas t to work the Arkunsas Valley

" in 1089 with Brother C. R. Turner to assist them. Crowds in
Nixa meeting running from 300 to 500 every night. Thirteen
.dd:: iln‘nl ﬁlrst Mo't nineuby ba lti‘a:n. with imamv more pros-
report of mee given in next isaue.—W.
g.aerl Ketcheraide, 8229 Page Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri.

Perry, IIl.—We rejoiced Sunday. Sept. 4th, at morning sevvice
to have two young women make the “good confession” and be
baptizsed in the afterncon. Both are h school temchers. Ome
of tham is making race for County Supt., of Schools of our
coum{ I will be glad to hear from churches needing a meet-
ing.—L. L. Curry. -

Nevada, Mo.—Received your book on “Church of Christ",
some time ago. Find it a great help in study of the Bible. If
the religious world, that is so confused, would read this book
and chec v{uur refmnm‘:i it would be a great help to them in
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. Since moving near Ne-
vada we have had the pleasure of listening to Bros. Carl and
Will Ketcherside, Bro. Lloyd Riggins, also from some visiting
brethren. We rejoice to know the Gospel is still proclaimed in its
purity.—Ralph Sterner.

Sullivan, IIl.—I closed a two weeks’ mecting at Hammond,
I1l., Sept. 11. 'Good attendance and intevest. My third meeting
with them, and I believe the best attendance. One brother con-
fessed wrongs, several seemed almost persuaded. Sueetinx too
short). [ began here at Exchange Sept. 15. Excellent attend-
ance, two confessions to date, one restored. 1 go from here to
Centerville. Much work needed in these patrts,—C. R. Turner,
2214 Blackwood.

Nixa, Mo.—Received letter from Slim Holderbaum, making &
plea for all of us to get behind the paper. I wrote him that I
would accept his CHALLENGE and that I would mail in five
subs. per month for remaining four months of thiz year, at
the price of 30c each. That will be a total of 20 by January 1.
Fifty S:raona doing that would guarantee those extra pages,
and I so want t to come about.—Carl Ketcherside.

Topeka, Kans.—Have helped the brethren at Highland
through a crisis. Bro. Riggins has just planted a new congre-
gation south of Highland in North Central Kansaa, [ also
helped the Church at Nevada, Mo, in some much needed work.
I was with the Church at Des Moines for the annual all day
meeting Aug. 28th. For several years we had two families 30
miles north of Topeka near Mayetta on the Potawotomie reser-
vation. One family moved away in 1937. During Bro. Rig-
Rina’ mesting in Topeka this r a father and mother and two
children came from there to baptized. They meet for wor-
thip in Brewer school house. Bros. Freed and Cox recently
visited them and baptized six others, Fouvteen have been bap-
tized gince June 1, eleven of whom are parents. Glad to see a
yeneral awakening to a sense of dut roughout the brother-
hoed, 1 hope it results in the 1, new subs. necessary to
increase the paper to 12 s. Brethren, we must pray as
we work.—Wm. Ketcherside, 2010 E. 11th St.

Des Moines, Ia.—Bro. Wm. Ketcherside preached here Friday
and Saturday evenings and Lord's day, August 28th, which was
the date of our al-day meeting. Thore who are acquainted
with Bro. Ketcheraide know what kind of teaching he gave us
both publicly and private. His visit was much appreciated by
the congregation, and his atrong lessons were a streagth to the
cause in [ows. The afternocon meeting on Lord’s day was given
over to open forum, and fifteen short talks were made by visit-
ing brethren and home talent. Brethren from several surround-
"'l’ congregations were present and we believe that thia apecial
effort accomplished good for the church and for the furtherance
of the truth in this territory.—Eugene Suddeth.

Prograra for meetinga at Mattoon, Il October 14, 18, 186,
1938, Friday A. M.—"Twenty-Third Psalm,” A. L. Gepford;
“1s God Particular?!”, R. O. Webb; “The Candlesticks,” Bruce
Pryor. Friday Night—“What is Truth?”. E M. Zerr; “The
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Christian’s Duty To God, to the Church, to the World,” Paul
Mackey; '*Loxla %o Christ and His Church,” C. C. Parker.

Satu —"Has God Given Us All Things Needed?”,
F. A, Ditrick; “Three Great N » C. T. Beidel; “Some Things
Needed,” D, A. Sommer. Sat Night— ience,” Eu-
fone Suddeth; “Preach the Word,” Charles Simmons; “A Glor-
aus

S

Church,” J. H. Hulm:{“

unday A. M.—“God’s i School,” Arthur Freeman;
“The Mission.of The Church,” W. Fenton: “The Resurrec-
tion,” o‘y.l-hll. Sunday Night—“The Church’zs Needs,” L. L.
Curry; “Faith,” J. A. Freed; “The Bible,” S. 0. Vanderaloot.

Afternoon Services—These are all open forum services in
which the following subjects will be discussed.

Friday Afternoon—“Responsibility of Individual Members.”
Last 18 minutes will be devoted to asking and snswering ques-
tions each afterncon.

Saturday Afternoon—“Should Congregations Recognize the
Dixcipline of Siater Congregations?”

Sunday Afterncon—“Do the Scriptures Make It Obligatory
On Elders To See That Members Who Walk Disorderly Are
Withdrawn From, If They Do Not Repent?”

These meetings will begin at the City Auditorium Oct. 14th.

Mattoon, Ill.—I think the September issue of the M. C. is
the best yet. If any one can read such articles as these and
not be cncouraged to do more for our Lord, he surely is apirit-
unllc\; dead. I am sorry to announce that our good brother,
W. G. Roberts, is today entering a hospital in Terre Haute, Ind.,
for a series of tremtmonts which will requive probably twenty
days. It will also incur much expense. Brother Roberts is held
in high esteem as a faithful member of congregation and"
is indorsed as an able mnl preacher. We might all read 1
John 3-17, and act in his behalf.—G. W. SBhull. (Bro. W. G.
Roberts’ addresa is 25009 Mavion Ave, Mattoon, Hl.)

Mavion, Ind.—On Sen: 11 I had the opportunity to attend the
afternoon services of the Church at North 14th St.. New Castle,
Ind. The ppincipal apeakers for the afterncon were Bro. W. E.
Balienger, nnewitz and Bro. D. A. Sommer. Each of the
speakers gave the listeners a very timely lesson. After their
addvesses short talks werc made by other brethren. There
were at least nine congregations represented. It makes our
hearts rejoice to attend these meetings and see and hear our
brethren who are satisfled with God’s word and GOD'S WORD

ALONE. I am now in meeting at Rigdon, Ind.,, with good at-
tendance, M;dy all praize be given to Him who died that we
might live.—Slim Holderbaum.

Sullivan, Il.—Our meeting began Aug. 17 and closed Sept.
4th with five baptisms, zeven placed membership and one con-
feared wiongs, Three of those to put in their membership hore
came from Lower Ash Grove because they could mo nm.er
fellowzhip their Open Door policy,. We rejoice much because
of there additionz and for the very successful meeting which
we had. There were more ocutaiders intereated and in attend-
ance than in any meeting we ever before had and we think thia
was the result of the church having a mind to work and espe-
cially in the manner in which Bro. Johnnie Rhades handled the
word of God. The meeling should have continued at least
two more weeks. We learned to love Bro, Rhodes and wife and
out p r ia that they may always prove themeselves worthy
to be called servants of their master.—Noah Smith.

Mattoon, Ill.—Closed meetings at Kenova, Borderland, Stover
and * Run." ncar Central Station, then preached two
nighta in the private home of Bro. and Siater Bosher in Chesa-

ke, W. Va. Had fine crowds and 14 additions at Kenova.
m Hall assisted at Borderland (meeting house cross river
in Ky.) We had la crowds most of the time and baptined
one. At Stover we had nice crowds and five additions: four
baptized. At “Long Run™ we baptized four, This, the brethren
said, was the best mee they had held for several years.
Broa. Walter and John Williamson are the main pushers there.
Bro. Walter is an elder and a good one he ia. All these con-
gregationa stand right on the old Book and those who wish
creediam had as well not lrpl&. for they will be vefused. 1
am to hold meetinga for all these congregations again next
year—W, G. Roberts, 2009 Marion Ave

Charleston, 1lIl.—Duiing the month of August and first part
of tember | was engaged in mission work in the vicinity of
the Highland congregation in the northera of Kansas.
The result i a now congregation in the Dentonia

Brother Henry Van de Rist waa left in cha of the work
there, under direction of Brother Wm. KM Spant



Loxd's morn: and evening) with brethren at Nevada,
N d.{yh a‘::od visit with the bnthr?: t&o.u.boChunh«
Kansaa have genero L) Yorhd me above men-
lasion work, for“dvghie\llnp am very thankful. If those
of the meeting and witnessed the joy manifested
mthen,!a?:mnyouwouldhnw ¢ rewarded

has been done. Came to Neosho last night to begin
with brethren.—Lloyd Rigyine.

., Md.—I am now engaged in a. tent meeting at
3 are in the second week. Two have been
thus far, and the intereat ia increasing. Bro. Cole
of Surveyor, Pu., ia helping me in this meeting. We had one

mi'.import. and believe that asveral others will
obey the Goapel there befors long. We atirred up the Christian
folka quite a bit, and I look for some of them to come
. The all-day meeting at Kingaville, Pa., was
well attended, but I was not present owing to the meeting in
Williamaport. There ia quite a bit of activity among the Penna.
churches at present, and I hope that it will increase. But we
have to the tsndency to “conform to this world” which
ssems to g‘ll.:?c lm}?h: the.tchureoh‘u e\rrl-yiwl\ohme
Truly many ) es have a “form godliness, bu
deny the power thereof”.—Paul Mackey.

Cawker City, Kana.—We cannot have the use’of the Dentonia
school house any longer, and are having some trouble in get-
ting a place to meet, but thinking of purchasing a place.
However, we are much encouraged, for a Joung mother took
her lhné with the church this morning, and she has a number
of relatives upon whom she will have influence,

—H. B. Van de Riet.

We ho MANY churches are makln% arrangements for
rotncur Bible atudy and development this fall and winter.
9 h.}rlln this we mention: that the Guide Through Bible His-

tory, Price 38¢ each, and 30¢c euch by the doszen, we mow make

3%c each and 32¢ cach by the dozen fall and winter ONLY,

Order now and he ready. Also, send §2 for Map of All Bible

Lands, with Paul's Journeys shown by colored lines. Simplified

New Teatament, $2, makes New Teatament eaay. And the

Church of Chriat, $1.50, fortifies the reader againat almost any

Brominont religious error as well as for the truth. Order of

A. Sommer, 918 Congress, Indianapolis, Ind.

A sister sends a report of the death of Sister Welitha Wood at
Nevada, Mo., a faithful member of the Church, and Bro. Wm.
Ketcherside writea: “Old aiater Amerine of Strong Ci3 Kana.,

She waz a real mother in Israel. Had report é Siater

of Bartleaville, Okla,, ia dead.” Of these the publizher
knew perzonally only Siater Amerine in whose home he has been
several times, the little home at the end of the lane with the

bucket in the old-fashioned well. But we balieve she has now
roached the end of another road, and is drinking the water from
the river of life. She had written asevaral cles of exhorta-
tion for the M. C. to the younger aisters, and we wish the
Church could have more such women in it. We are sorry space

fuorbidl ublishing lengthy obituaries. I now see Bro. A. R.
oore

20 senda a note of her death, saying she waa 78 rs
:Ld& leaves son Hillman and old Bro. Amerine to mourn he’::h-
ure. -

Lateat from Roberta.—Bro. W. G. Robarts was operated on in
hocpihil iae "l‘o;n [l;l;\:‘t’e. lfnd.. Sept. 2‘6. and w:a ki) blc operated
oh again 3 ra fees, nuraep’ wi , hoapital expenses,
ote, will probably run into hundreds of.::lalnra, Addreas Mra.
W. G. Roberts, 2000 Marion, Mattoon, Il

“Infant Church Membership” in the Old
Testament

Infant baptism is a practice which has been questioned
as unscriptural all along. When asked for authority for
it, its devotees say that Christ said, “Suffer the little
children and forbid them not té come unto me.’ But
what does that have to do with the practice? If it had
said that he put his hands in water and sprinkled it on
them, then there would be some authority for the prac-
tice. But it simply says that our Savior put his hands
on them and blessed them. But you say, “Were there
not infanta in the households baptized?” There iz no

™
ve adaisted in thin work could have been present the:

indication that there were. Someone finally says, “Bap-
tism came in the room of circumecision, and as they ecir-
cumeized their infants in the Old Testament, so we are
to baptize the infants under the New.” But they circum-
cized only the boy children—do they baptize only the
boy children under the New Law? That iz going te get
these people into trouble. This dootrine that infant
baptiam came in the room of Jewish circumcision ix
nothing but human reasoning. We are not under the
Old Law, but under the New. .

No Place for Hitlers in Christ's Church -

God knew the weakness of human kind, and s0 the
Church he established was specifically made to thwart
the ambition of restless souls. The highest position one
can oceupy in the Church of the New Testament (outside
of the inspired men) is to be one of two or more elders
over A local church. Read the following scripturea: 1
Tim. 3; Titus 1; Acts 14:23; 1 Cor. 14:26; 1 Peter §;
Acts 20:28. They show that bishops and elders are the
same, that there was & plurality of them in each loecal
church when they had the qualified men, that the elders
were not to be lords over (God's heritage, and that one
elder was not to be a lord over the others, and that the
elders were to be apt to teae;;d did in person feed the
church of God. We see that other members also took
part in the public services under the supervision of the
eldership, since brethren in general were admonished by
Paul to cdify one another, and 1 Cor. 14:26 shows that
different brethren took part. And all disciples when
scattered “went everywhere preaching the Word.” (Acts
8:4.) They did not wait to go to a theological seminary
for g:rs. for th:;e w;;:&:}eray then. do all the

aystam one man to
Wumaﬁummm;mw
ings (call him pastor, minister, or what) was the first
“nmml:pamhmMMMhm'hp

Martin Luther, the great reformer of Germany, did
not get very far out of Rome, but possibly he did the
best he could under the circumstances. - Yet he did try
to break the force of the olergy and to make every Chris-
tian a preacher. When celebrating a few years ago the
centennial of the beginning of Luther’s work, one of the
grelllt preachers of the Lutheran churches said in Indian-
apolia:

“But not only was Luther an evangelist announcing
anew the gospel of Chriat, but he preached the reforms-

idea that every Christian should he an evangelist.

Ahe churches of today
that every Ghristian is to be an
Now Testament idea and the
of the reformation. IF AMERICA IS EVER BROUGHT
ﬁ% NG)];IRIST, IT MUST BE DONE THROUGH LAY-

This Lutheran preacher &nctiully admits that\Luth-
erans have departed from the teaching of the great re
former on this point. Let us build up a seriptural elder
ship to take care of the churches, and then the churches
will not be drained in hiring a pastor or “minister’ to
discourse to them oach Lord’s day, and the churches will
have mouey to stand behind the preachers as they go
out to the new and weak places, and money to help the
poor. This ix evidently the way it was doune eighteen
hundred years ago.
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