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“Come Over into Macedoniaand Felp Us.”"—(Acts 16:9.)

INDIANAPOLIS, IND., 918 CONGRESS AVE., JANUARY. 1933

Why The Church is Failing But Will Never Fall

l.ack of Development fur Public Work,
~—The Word of God s the remedy for
ull the s of man, und this includes the
s of the Church.  God hax established
a syatem of liwpensing this Word tv the
people in a public way., und one reason
the Churen has been fwiling s that Chris-
timrg have not sleveloped thix system as
it ought to be deveivped, DPaul tuld the
Epheslan elders to "I‘vv:l the Church of
God," and elsewhere 1t ix sald that lders
are to be "upt ta teach.”  Brethren in
general arce commanded ta edily one
another, and 1 Corinthians 14 chapter,
shows thiat different brethren took part
wher the whole church ways gathered to-
gether, An astonishing thing 1o me iy
that the whole bratherhood recognizes
that we do nol have an eldership de-
veloped ns it ought to be doveloped, and
yet very little effort o put fm-t& to de-
velup such.

[n his paper for October 0 1931
A M Moerris smud, “Many compluints
reach ux of the weakened condition
uf  congregations.  When some lead-
" diey, the whole  congregation

seems to droop and lose 1tz standing.
Fven when a leader goes away for a
Lovd'a day or two, the meetings drag,
and the members scem discouraged and
lone 'nterest. Herein [lex a great secret
of officlency. 1t should be our aim to
cultivate such talent in the congrega-
tions as will beat assume the duties of
those now in the overaight and leader-
ship. One of the beat elders I aver
know was a mastor at getting others to
sorve. He would scurcely take ‘ne’ for
an answer. From asmall Dbeginningx.
feeble attemptx, many grew into robust
wervants.”

In order ta keep churches out of this
wenkened condltion, which Brother Mor-
rix hero deploros, | have for years writ.
ten and preached that churches could
help themaelven much by having =
preacher hold short Bibla readings and
development meotings. About a dozen
yoars ago ! wrote this In the Review,
and showed that If preachsra could hold
% one week’s reading at a dozen places
for soveral times they would accomplish
tar more toward doveloping eldevs among
churches in general! than in a twelve
weekn' Bible reading at one place. Very
few selders have the time or money to

o away from home that long. These
ong Bible readings have not reached the
aldership aa a whols. But for my efforts
in trying to foreatall this condition which
Brother Morria deplores, 1 received a
long chastisement of saveral type writ-
ten pages from the two elders at Lon{
Beach, California. I always though
that chastisement was written, or su
vined, by Morris himaelt. A ¥, they
were under his influence. U -
cipies 1 was then contending for had
besn carried out, even in & moderate

degree, perhaps Morms would not now
e saying, "hllnn)' complainta reach ux
of the weakvened condition of congrega-
tions." This is the longest evxiiurtalion to
develop tatent that I have ever seen from
thi= writer in his paper—in fact. Wt ix
the anly one 1 n‘cnﬁl. and [t practically
destroye hin plea of the lest ten years
for all-time preaching, of ALWAYS
PUTTING THE BEST TALENT FIRST.

I vemenmber hemy o Long Beach o
dozer, v more years ago, wmd preaching
agninst the sne-man system amd for maore
development oif talents.  But one of the
elder’s wives told me that many people
canie there from back East to spend the
winter, and they wishod to henr pirgach.
ing., and they had to be saatinfied. ‘Thnt
would have been s fine time to have de-
veloped them and the church in gen-
eral, and then when those people went
back hnme, they would have been better
prepared to take a hold of the work and
keep the churches out of thix weakened
vondition yhich Brothker Morris now de-
plures ut insiead, they upheld the
pastor sysxtem. had painted on the sign
honrd at the dooar of the meeting house,
“CHURCH OF CHRIST, Preaching
Each Lord's Day, - Minister." The
people went back home thinking that
was the system, and thux the influence
fo, mere preaching, preaching, preaching
to Christians—inatead of development—
has spread into many places. an't we
se¢, braethren, that there is something
radically wrong with the methods we
now have?

About eighteen months ago a preacher
went to a church where they have been
having brilliant aouthern preachers, and
a montaly preacher, but were not get-
Hng anywhere. While holding a "meet-
ing"", he worked themeto a point to have
a short Bible reading the next January.
He helped them clean up the church a
little, and the reading and drill lasted
twice a» long as originally contemplated.
The brothren dropped out their monthly
preaching and went more into the study
of the Bible. That fall in their meet-
ing they had about a dogen baptiams,
and the preacher was booked for another
two weeks’ Bible reading and drill the
next January. A few days ago he wrote
to know if they wers atill looking for
him, and received this letter: "“We are

tting along fine. We are having Sun-
g‘:y night meetings now. [They had noi
had such meetings for years, if ever.—D.
A, 8.] Woa have singing and Bible |tud§;
We are ltudfina‘ neals. The chure
seems to be in the beat condition to do
work it has besn In for a long time. We
are more than ready for ycu to come on
the date you spoke of, January 8., ...
We have been having good audiences
sach Sunday night, and will have still
better when you come. The new con-
verts that we had when gou were hare
have been doing fine. They have been

tuking  puart IT‘.th work an they have
Ly nxga-'i."

Muany  preachers could do the samae
kind of work if they would, and then the
church would move onward with strides.
We nre commanded to commit what we
know to faithful men who shall be able
t¢ teach others, hut how many of us
preachers nre dewng our duty I(n this
respect?  This s one reason why the
vharch i» "uiling.

Those who have rewd my writings for
w doren ar Hfteen years know that |
have deplored the monthly preachin
syrtem as it han been generally carriec
on, and many of theso preachers have
not liked . 1 used to do nome of that
myself, "but gave it up bocnuxe | folt
it aapped the churches and gave them
little strength. However, monthLy vinita
mighy be made useful !f real dovelop-
ment work were done. Since we are
lrying to find out why the church i»
failing. let us calmly look at this prac-
tice a8 it is. Many preachera who make
n comfortable living farming, teaching
school, doctoring, worklng in factories
stores, ctc., go out on Sundays an
preach. They mcrely preach. Very few
ever have any kind of Bible work to
develop teachers so that churches will
not drop into that condltion deplored by
Merria in the clipping above. Some
school teachers leave off the Sunday
night meeting the most important mest-
ing to get tha world intereosted, ro that
they can go home Sunday afternoon, 1
know ono proacher wha would go on Sat-
urday to his appointment, but nave only
one moeting, and that on Bunday morn-
ing; and they had to hurry through that
a0 that he could get a train back home.
Fifteen or more dollars were ploked up,
and the church really left in worse ocon-
dition than without his viait,

In the Reylew of November 8. 1938,
Brother E. M. Zerr says this: "“Another
thing that looks out of place to mae s:
Men who have jobs, positions or pro-
feasiona that make them a reasonable
llvinﬂ- and yet who happen to have
speaking abillty, will run out to estab-
lished churches over Lord's days, or
‘during vecation’ hold mmmf, and thus
deprive preachera of this work who have
nothing to Hve on but their preas 3
If thess men who have the ability
preach can get the consent of the

the world s dying for the
take the risk. But if so, w
to do something ‘as & a
go to weak places amd
and not infringe on preachers
trying to give thelr entire tima f0
work. And oh who
grnehm by
o re oo e oe Baves b o
alsc res
rangement s working to t o

tr son-
science to remain in their profitalile
secular business most of the nnl ¢

SRS |



Page Two
'MACEDONIAN CALL

Published once in three months by
D. A. SOMMER,
818 Congress Avenus,

INDIANAPOLIS, IND,

FREE-ZAnd yet brethren should re-
member that I am depending on them
for donations to put It ont.

! know teachers and factory workers
urul othera who have made goad moncy
a! lhelr business, amed then would hunt
for the bosxt churches thoy could find,
and ‘proauch for thom. Preachers who
hnve devoled ull thelr time to the work,
und held “mixcion’y moetings with prac-
tieally no remuncration, have nol uver-
agod halt ux much. The xystem we have
had hax tended to dvive the preacher
from the fleld who has trled to give nll

i time o the work.  Brother ety
made a living on his farm, f4nd went
to wonk pluees on Sundays, hut few

monthly propchers have had his splrit In
thut respect,

I know praacher» who heve gone three
hundred miles to menthly appointments,
making n round trip of nbout six hun-
dred mibles, Kven wt half fare, the car-
fare would connume nbout halfl the re-
muneration,  Not moere thon throe diays
ago n bhrother ate dinner in my home
who wid on hixn way hame [rom an ap-
polntmont which he expects to fill cuch
month thix yvear. It wasx two hundred
miles From hin home, making o round
telp of four hundred miles.  [f 4 cast
him only three cents o mile to run his
ear, the exponae would be 812, and he
wauld xpend threa days to detiver three
and possibly only two discournes, There
are mnny preachers in Indiann who o
from one lo two hundred miles round
trip for a monthly appointment. If these
preachoers would stay aeveral days and
da womothing to develop the talents of
the brathren so thnt they (ould kuave
more Interesting kocial mevtings at other
timen, the churcher would have n botter
chnnee 1o gol xomewhere; hut it ix no
wander that churches ure moking no ad-
vapeement, nnd no wonder that no new
churchen nre belng estahilsheld, The
“vAtem id wrong.

A few duvs ago n prenching hrathor
told me of n preacher who vislted n
church for aix months for thirty dollars
uotrip, and when they xaid they could
nat pay U any more he quit,. Quite a
number of moen who have preaching abil-
ity did not uwe it in the tUmesw of ma-
torinl prosperity in our Inml, but spent
their tme making all the money thoey
eould; but new when they have lost thelr
Jobs, they have wsuddenly developed a
conkclenco to preach the gonpel! wife
of one of thoke preachers who has boeeu
pushing out the paxt two or throe years,
wald recontly that she did not know
whul they would have done {f {t had not
heen  for hor husbwnd’s  uppolntmonta.
What a plty that some of these quick.
canscience proachers had not doeveloped
thin yonrs agoe in the daysx of matoerinl
proapority nnd thelr invish living, But,
nfter all, no matter what our delinquon-
clen have beon In the pant, lot us natart
In to dovelop the latent talent am never
beforo.

Somo proachers Lry to oxcuse tholr In-
differonce to this developmont work by
saying that other preachers can do that
better thun thoy can. Thin In partly a
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camouflage to cover their desire to do the
kind of work which brings them the
moat glory and gold, B

I wish there were wome way to keep
some of us evangelists from traveling
over so much of the country, but there
arp 40 many lsolated congregations that
kome one must vislt them. Bui when
we do we nhould try to develop them
no that they can better take care of
thuinkelvos. 4

And while the thought of development
of tulent v before ux, lot me state just
hore that lasxt night 1 visited the mid-
wuvk meeting of the Church in West In-
dianapolis, hey had their regular les-
aon, more than fifty people were pres-
ent, and elght or ten brethren made
short talks on the chapter. The church
thore bellevew in wuch meetings, Lora's
«uy mornings, too, and that is the rea-
sun hulf the church ix often at the mid-
woek meating.

Ahout aix yvenrs ago I made the state-
ment in print that in Indiana we prob.
ably had u hundred churches end twenty-
Hive preachers, nnd the brothorhood rop-
renented mitlions of dollura, yet 1 did not
think that we had cstdblinhed a dozen
new churches Inow dozep years. A pub-
lixhur charged mo with misreprosenting
the churches and ealled for a report to
be made, 1 replied® that thut was fine,
awnd to repert at the same time how
muny churches of Christ hnd gono down
in tf‘wh' community,  Part of my writ-
ings wero cut out, and T never suw o
report that a dozen churches had been

eutubllvhed inoa dozen yosrs, The mat-
ter was pever henard of uny mora [n
print,  Tho feet Ix that T was right.

Cold water has Lheen thrawn on efforts
1o addvanee the gospel, by vhose whao
«hould be encournging such efforts, The
Maeedoninn Cill wan esluhlished to help
o ita smndl o wey to stiv churches o
wireutor things. Lelieve that churches
of Chrixt will never make ony great
progress In establishing new churches
Ul they get ridd of o manthly or bl-
monthly  preaching xystem  where the
preacher doen nothing to develop the
lulent of the brethren.

A Girowing Spirit of a Clergy Among
I'n,—There i no clergy in the New
Testament.  kEveory hellever har an much
right ax any other to preach, teach, bap-
tixv ar administer communion. Thoe eld-
vrs were to feod the loeal churchen in
connection  with  the odifying by the
bhrothren  working  under theg Paul
commanded  the elders to “Teed the
Chureh of God" {(Acts 200 2R), but he
disdl not el them to hire a prescher to
e that for thom. The greatost ¢yl that
hax ever wrlnen in the Church han been
“the kingdom of the clergy.” That wnx
mne ol the things which Arexumlm- Cnmp-
bell fought so sirenuously; hut when
the movemoent he started bhad wgained n
wood headwny, [lke mncient larael who
dealred a king over them to be ltko the
natlons, the people deslred a pastor to
be like tho donominationsa. Thin pastor
buxinoxs among thom has wrought groat
havoe, A fow dayw ago one of thelr
preachers In Indisnapolin kald his Sun-
dny night mootings were a “fizzle” just
nw in true of practieally all tho churches
In the city, and he announced that he
would turn that meeting Into & forum
to dincuws different subjocts wuch as Pro-
hibitlon, Thin all-time preaching syatem
has about killed the denominatlons.

And now Churches of Chrint are tak-
Ing It up. About & year ago | talked to
Brothor Vernle Gllbert about his work
at Wenatcheo, and he aald he premched

about every Sundsy morning and night
there for a yesr and a half, except when
somq'rrencher came in from elsewhere.
He sald they had preaching every Sun-
doy morning and night, and that after
the lLord's gupper Sunr!ly morning, an
alder made a taik. He aaid Brother
Roady wrote him that the method at
Bridgeport, Conn.,, was practically the
same. .

1 have bcen in Bridgeport a number
of times, and have endorsed thelr mys-
tem of mutual teaching which they have
had for about forty years. About a year
ago | wrote one of the brethren about
their order now, and he kindly wrote
thus: “Somotimer Brgther |an
¢lder| commenta briefl psalm that is
read. He usually rengn a chaptor from
New Testament, and while 1 have not
noticod exactly the time umed in hix re-
marks on N, T. leason, will say | think
uxually from ten to fifteen minuten,
After Lord’» Supper the local brother
who comments on N. T. chapter {s not
I'mited in hix comments. When Brother
and myself have had a lesson, wo
have often wpoken ax I recall, for fifteon
or qunle* minutes, and sometimea
longer. |He does not mean both speak
In the snme moeoting.—D. «A.] Some-
times there haw not been very much tlme
left for—[the premchor]. Yo, we study
the chapters In N, T, consocutively and
uuntly book nftoe book as per order in
NoToL L The preacher mey speak on
uny theme ho wishes but very often he
Bnets hiw subjoct matter in chapter com-
muented on by loeal-brothoer.,” It has beon
the ¢ustom In this church for forty yoars
for nn elder and other local brethren who
take pnrt to xlt on the platform through
the enthre mornlng servico,  Tho dff-
ference betwoeen the morning meetings
at Bridgeport and Wenatchee s this: At
the former place the eldership and other

lnen) trlent nearly always occupy the
moxt prominent part and most of the
time, the preacher occupying o minor
part—the lllmo that in left—ten, 1wenty
v thirty minutes, while the preoacher

at the latter place occupioan the moat
prominent part apd moxt of the time for
teachlng, preaching half an hour each
l.ord's dny. sn eclder, or another, talking
half us Jong or less than the proacher.
I kee no diiference in the centrpl foature,
hetween  the naystem st Wenatlchee,
Bloomington, Ind. (the Old Church, at
leaxt), nnd Long Beach. In all there s
un aping of the moctn, 10 have prnchlnﬂ
ench lLord's day morning, and in a

thune and other places, {t ix done nearly
ultogether by a preacher brought in for
that purpone, n my home, Brother
Roady ondoraed the Bloom!ington xystem,
and weveral years ago I asked him mov-
crul times if he thought it ia seriptural
for u vhurch with olders to have preach-
Ing every Lord's day morning and night,
nnd he ovaded the quoation vach time,
saying thut ho belloved a preachoer
could work with & church all the timo,
which | told him wax not the question.
As long as proachers endoras ‘lhll all-
time nreaching wystem in a church with
olders, whom Paul commanded to foed
the church, mo long will the church con-
tinue to drift from the apostollc church
government khd !nt? apostasy.

Weo may have preludes and appendices
to the prencher's discourss every Bunday
morning, and we may shift "social meet-
Ings” to Bunday night before the dis-
course, but still we are glving the lin-
Forud preacher the most Important part
n the church services. Bunday morning
botwoen 11 and 12 o'clock s the only




time in the wedk when ‘the whole
church be gathered together,” and it was
ut such a general meeting that breth-
ren in the apostolic church took part In
the edification of the body. (See 1 Cor.
14.) There is much good being doneg in
some of these churches which have all-
time preaching, and I do not oppore that
i# it {s acripturally done; but, brethren,
ut the heart you have s system which
throws the two moust important meetings
of the church into the hands of & hire-
ling brought in from the outaide.

Son't think because you are wttinﬁ a
Ligger crowd and more additions then
wttﬁout auch a aystem, the Cause is ad-
vancing. It in growing more and more
1o depend on one man, with the God-
glven eldership drifting into the buck-
ground. Any evangeliat who will conter
all hix werk for ten years in one place
ought to have soma showing.

Eut put thix down, when a preacher
doea practically ull tho teaching in the
\wo most Important meetings of the
vhurth, and does pragtically all the pri-
vale v[aiting and toaching, ho will soon
be sunning the Church. It has heen
that way in thousands of churchea In the
oaat olghteen hundred %-'unrn. and [t s
tho helght of cunceit for brethren to
think that they van adopt practically the
wame system without the seme poisonous
frult. At Van Brunt, Kansas City, In the
first yoar of the rule of the all-time
preachor, the eldor and part of the con-
wrogatlon consldered .thumselvex pushed
out, If all the preachers who are now
spending »o much time nuraing Chrls.
tlans, would sincevely doevelop them, and
then go to now and weak folds, an did
the Apoxtle Paul, there would be a gon-
eral advancemont as there waxr in his
dny. and the church ws a whole would not
e falllng as it s

A good part of the 2 Corinthian letler
wax written by Paul to counteruct the
influence of time-serving preachers who
had erept in. To do thin he had to speak
considorably of his own work and sacri-
fices for them and others, Hin purpose
wnn "to preach the wospel in the reglons
peyond you, and not Lo boast in unother
man's line of things made ready to our

hand.” And again, "l reck not vours,
Lut you." (Cha, 10: 10; 12: 14) The
vhief reason that the church !» falling

1 that we do not have encugh of the
spirit of Paul taday.

The Hintory of the All-time Preachin
System Through the Ages.—Bocause o
W devastation the faithful Church of
Christ hza oppomed such 2 s]!\:ntom.
Alexandor Campbell, Benjamin Frank-
IIn (founder of the Apoatolic Roview),
l.ipscomb, Harding, and many other
yrominent preachers of this movement
ano given tholr volee against It

(llbert O. Nations, n preacher who lu
trying to roform the Chriatlan Church
from within, and who has boen editor of
the Fellowship Forum for years, and
who probably knows church hlstory bet-
ter than any of us, has beon writing some
gond articles in the Review, which are
vory much In harmony with what D, A,
Sommer har beon writing for twenty
voars, 1 wish I could quote all his
articles, But hers {s one ellppi g from
the Roview of July B, 1982, on "The Tap-
Root Krror:"” ‘The one-man salaried
pantor came after the Arst century as
virtually the ouutlndlng characteristic
of Inolpient apoatasy. ot ‘until 1t s
abaolutely eliminated from the life and
thought af the brotherhood, can the New
Testament Church return,. There !s ex-
actly as much authority for a Pops, &
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colloge of cardinals, an ecumenlcal coun-
cll and an enthroned hie;?rchy as for
the paater or preacher off a congregu/
tion. . .. 'Oar preachers' are usurpors
In the pulpit of the congregations. By
the way, there are no puipits {n the New
Testament.  As  Faul aund Barnabas
ianted churches in Galatis, they did not
call' & preacher for each or any of them.
But they ordained elders In every con-
gregation.” A

On September 13, 1082, Brother Nu-
tiona said: "They did not preach to the
saved, they taught them. But thuy
preached to the lost. An unfortunate
transintion mekex Luke say (Acts 20: 7),
that Paul presched to the disciples at
Troar. But later and better renderings
»ay he 'dincoursed’ to them." |The Re-
vised Veralon mays, ‘dixcoursed with
them' and that {s the moaning of the
Greok.—D. A, 8] New  Testamont
churches had no ‘part-*ime preaching' or
‘whole-time preaching.’ hey had no
preachlng at all"

Again, July 19, 1032, he sald, "No New
Testament Church had ‘itsa preacher’
The preacher wax no part of any congre-

atlon, exeeprthat he might be nomem-
wer of it ... Stace the ‘snlaried pastor'
has urwrpod the Now Testament dutiom
of the FEldorship, many congregations
have disca¥ded the uselesn Fﬁdorn and
substituted ‘church boards.'' Romom-
ber, brethven, that thewu churchen avore
ance like wu are, and thuy adopted this
all-tlmo preaching aystem llke some of
our churches now arve ndopting ft. Now
many of thelr churchex make no pretenne
of having clders, and that in the way it
will be with us. *'A little loaven loavons
the whole lump.”

Among the college people, thoir
Erunchur In going the wame way. F, B,
Srygley, ane of theli higgost preachers
for yenrs, rovontly maid, ax roported in
the Review, “How long before it will be
thought a crime to disrgree with the
located 'preacher’, or the modern ‘pun-
tor'?"” s ovidently s having rome
trouble with thelr domincering waya.

Don Carlos Janes has boun affiliated
with the Bible colloge people for s quar-
ter of n century, and has ponaibly pas-
toratod himrolf some, yot in the Review
of Augunst 10, he says: “In heathen landn
the apostolic method of making converts,
starting them to work under local lemder-
ship ... in again belng appliod with won-
durful results, Where converts (not one
occasionally, but all] feel an urge to
tonch the gospol to thelr own families
und othera; where there ia enough re-
liglon to prompt and suataln odifying
moeetings R‘l homes; . . glorioun ve-
sultsn mre being had. This method s
actually working in many forelgn lands,
including India thy pooreat country In
the world. At home and abroad there
i« & tromendous nedd for rapid return to
New Teatament methods avangelina-
tion. J. A. Harding \nrardod the days
of mutual edification 1h famous old Plum
Street Church, Detroit'—when it was
known, not by a pewerful preacher, but
as ‘the nmervant girls' church’—as the
beat perlod of that churoh’s history.”
This church had mutual edification every
Sunday mornlnr. oxmgt. poasibly once
in & at while. 1 believe they had
the dlvine method and they prospered
under it; and any church whers the
leaders will work as diligently az they
dl«; for it, will have the sams good re-
sults.

The divine aystem was for preachers
to eatablish churches, then commit wha
they knew of God's Word to faithfu
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moen who shall be able to teach qthers
(2 Tlm. 2:2), and when they werg <le-
velopud and elders uppointed, the preach-
grs were Lo move o to hew oI wuhk
fiolde. Now mnd then they went back to
sse how they did, and corrected abunes
and tuught; but they did not settle down
and spend their time preaching to Chrls-
tlans—they tanught them to ?eod them-
sulven,

Une reasan why the Church of Chrint
In failing I that o many of the preach-
ere Rre doing the work of elders and
other membern, und ure not doing the
renl work of evangellats,

[t ix the helght of presumption and
nolf-conceit tor gin to may thal we can
lenve the divin®Rpattern and adopt the
all-tUme preaching eyatom, and muko &
worpol succone af ft, when it hax boen
tried (n thousands of cases in the prat
1800 years, and hax falled. Lot us stick
ta the Oid BRook.

The Chureh ix taillng, but it will nevor
fall, for there will alwaya be those who
love the truth with all their hearts, and
uro willing to mutfer for it. The prophocy
wax made that it should xtand fovever.
Cheist will relgn 11l he puts nll onemlos
under hin feot. Are we fulthful to our
King, a0 that we shnil have part in that
glorlous triumph when the kingdoms of
this world wllll have bocome the king-
dom of our Lord and hix Christ?

WHAT S80OME THINK OF THE

JAST M,
"Recelyod your luteat M, C., and «till
liko it. 1 think you are doing a good
work. Thero do not seem to bo many

who have the courage to undertake to
Lmﬁnt out any part of your positlon me
vlng wrong. The congrogation here hax
two promchers, and three Lovd's dayr out
of four thoy have preaching, and one
Lovd’s day thoy have talke by differont
members. Sometimex ——— or —— ot
—— comes over from -——, proachos &
sermon or two, draws onh the church
troanury, and returne home, Little or no
ol s accomplished an I can ses, Bro.
Sommer, I have began to wonder if the
true church can be found on earth”
“So glad to receive the M. C. You are
wtill contending mtrong for the truth., 1
look forward with great interest, and en-
couragement from them."—Kentucky.

“Wo cerulnlir agree with you In your
Qctober M. C. If we are to endorse them
all, our fight In California Inst the
coli!n was all in vain. I would like to
have you put some names on your mall-
Ing list and send them tho October num-
ber alno."—Kanaas,

{This s & od oxample. Send us
names of intelligent brethren and sls-
ters, who ought to know what Ia go-
Ing on—D. A, 8))

“Have read same carefully and con-
alder It one of the best and most con-
structive out. I am sure it will .
plish great good for the Chu he
maintalning of Itmurht and soundness
of dootrine, mocording to the Bible as
taught by Ghrist there.” :

"We recelved the M. G, a 1
ago and I think it Is good . . . ve
baen trvlnlbbo ﬂnn out what ~—= fy-
drivinQ at, but [ have not got It.
out yet. | do not want to think
completely compro
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that will not scon be demtroyed.'-.—Cali-
fornia.

“Enclosed check for one dollar to help
with i/'our Macedonlan Call, as we do not
feol that we can fellowship the —— any
longer."—Indiana.

*I Just finivhed remding your October
inmue of M. C., end have enjoyed it vory
much. Bro. handod it to me & few
days sgo and I wan glad to got it, as
thore are lessons In it that cvery ono
should read. (Brothren, see what you
can do by loaning your copy to othora—
D. A. 8, . In fact, the whole lssuc
is fine, und tho wife and I need all those
good jennunu-. ux wo are young in tho
church ar\d don't undevrstand the Bible
ax wo shotld, | would llke to recelve the
papur all the time, und am unclonln%vf‘z
to holp you along with ¢hls work. )
help you more Inter, f pousiblo.”—1I-
linots.

"We recelved your two coples of M, €.,
and have rowl it oyor twlee with much
Interest, Wo wre sending one to Siater
-, alwo one to Bro, [That Ix the
true misslonary spirit. Go thou and do
Hkewlse.—D, A. 8. Wo have under-
stood Bro. — unity proponition Just as
you have, and belleve you wre right, and
believe the plan ax he offered 1t will only
eause more discord than unlty, . . .
Our exporience (sad indood |t wak) with
the new digrossivos, teachox ux that thoy
will not glve an inch, hut like Ephraim
of old thuy nre joinod to thelr ldelr
The church here haa quit the monthly
ywunching wystem and I8 having inturost-
{nw Hible wtudles instend. In u
number of wayw wo could ser woe ware
not accomplishing anything by the one
xermen n month and were gotling weakor
in some respocts.’ |[How miuch bettor 1t
would huve beven If this preachor had
hid xomoe kind of work to help develop
the talent.--D, A, 8, Wu nre sending
you onu dollur on the M. C. Would llke
a few more coples If you have them, Wao
hopo to be uble to hulp you more soon.”

“Your M. (. for Octobur wus roceivod,
unel | thank you for uending it. I con-
rlder that you are doing right to uxpose
innovations and falso tanchlngs of ovory
shade and kind that wome of our preach-
ors soem Lo be ondeavoring to bring {nto
the true Church of Chrint, Enclonud find

onv dollar to nmeist you in the wood
work.”—Oroegon,
“Have rond your laxt M, O glven me

b [Hore |n some more good work
uJY handing out coplos.--D. A, H.| It s
fina, 8o glad you publikhed It HI you
sand mo about ton coples to iny addross
here and one vach to the following
namor, | That ix the way to sprend truth,
Don't sing, ‘lMere am I, O Lotrd, »end
mo," when you have not sufficlont fulth
Lo imml aut n papor which o many pro-
plo need.—D. A 8] Only wish thin wax
w largor bill,"—Cullfarnla.

“Knclosed chock for ten dollars to help
you n any way you noed It. Bro.
und 1 vuch rocelve the M, . and wo nure
llke to keop It coming If you can, for it
Ia mwetting forth the right things as wao
look at them. Wo need such touching
very much now ninco the Iv advo-
cating tho things it doex. Yours for the
old way." —Mlssouri,

“"Yon, Bro. Sommor, wa will stand with
any ono that {x sutisfiod with God's Word
and In firm, We bollove llke Lincoln—
'Stand with lnybodﬁ' that atands right.
stand with him while he is right, Part
with him when he roen wrong.'! Ho weo
are wonding & small amount and would
like to recolve the M. C. an often aa poa-
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aible. We do not believe in a compro-
mise in any way. We are sorry about™
the poxition the in taking, but it
may turn out all right. We arc taking
the —— yet, but if it continuen as It i
ax prosent, we do not care to read It.
. Wa will wend more if possible some
other time."—Kansas,

"Enclored you' will pleare find check
for two dollars to help the M. C. The
Octoher number was fing, If brothren
would only hood It, ] am glad we have a
few moen who are not afraid to tell what
Iv wrong with church members. Thix
aady preachlng won't get us anywhere.
There Ix too much of It. Diseipline s
ulmost u thing of the punt. If church
members would do tholr duty, then wae
would have tho Influence tho Lord in-
tended, Hopo you keop up the good
work, and may the Lord bless you'—
Minmourd,

“It is with pleasure thut [ have read
u copy of the M, C., and sce what it
stands for., It is u copy sent me by Bro,
|HUI'@ is some more good work

which Ix %o neoded now.—D, A, 8. 1
heart!ly ondorse what you say about
vlval Institutlons. Wo should - ver

careful, an It {n the things which don't
aeotiy Lo be very bed that Is loading the
waplo uway from God.”—Miskour), [ This
ust wtutoment cqntalnd s much-needed
warnlng today.--D. A, 8.}

“1 have just finlshed roading the M. C.,
und enelose two  dollars to followshl
you in thix greatly noeded venture, It
uoks to mo today like it will be necas-
sary for you to take up the work of
launching n Eupm' that wlll take up the

work that the has fulled on. I
huve written - a number of letters
and warnwd him that he would net be
able to ‘ecarry on' much longer in m
opinion unless he changed groatly, It

% a shamo that he has not been able to
hold up for the old paths, und |t seema
thut he will not take any advice from
uttyonu, [f this thing eontinues and --
doen not get right, 1 bolleve it will be
nocossury for tho brotherhood to kee
that you have wufficlont to owtablikh a
wpar and you bo the owner and aditor.

o cannot let the truth go down, | ad-
mire many thinge —— advocatos and
fights for, but he bhar done more hurm in
his lant breuk than In all former blun-
dorn, T just went him & pagu out of a
gupar published st Nashville, Tenn., by
ax. H. Allen whorg he said that ewen
now the -——— held the Bible collogos ax
private institutions."—Illinoln,

“In talking with some of Lhe folks
hore, 1 told them [ would llke them to
voad the M. C., and they expressed & do-
aire to woe {1, 8o wo anked them to con-
tribute, and thoro was a dollar made up.
und I am wonding it to you for which you
mny sund mo n dollar's worth of the lant
ixrue, 1 mee the — Fiva- you & rub”
. --Kanesx (That's right—do some-
thing to advance what vou holleve {n thd
truth.—D, A, 8.)

“1 revelved the M. C. yesterday, and
rond it last night before 1 lay down,
| think It Is the best [ over saw that you
have put cut. Brother, I can't wee how
any one who wants the truth can find
fault in {t. T want to help you. I want
to wend you a list of names before long
t.h"n‘t ought to havoe that number."—Ar-
kanuan,

“1 mm unclosing & money order for use
in mending out the M, C. Bro. —— |a
nending n dollar and the rest is from
myself, Bro,’ wants on your mailing
list, and T wish a coupie dozen coples
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to hand out, if you have them, Church
at —— s@@ms 1o be sottlng along fine.
One thing 1 am thankful for is that the
elders belleve in puttlnf the members to
work. We have about ten membaers that
are ablo to give good lessons, and are
using the young members In helping to
bring out lessons.”—Iowa,

“I rocelved a copy of M. C. two days

. agd but have not had time to read evcrg

word of it. . . , [ amt enclosing $1.0
for mailing cost of our coples, also am
sending $1.60 for & Simplified Now Tes-

tament, Imitation leathar.”—Nebraska.

“Received the M. C. and have read and
re-read {t with great care ar@ interest,
and belleve you have outlined the Lord's
plan of unity which is greatly needed In
the Church today. Trust the svangelists
who have failed to develop congrega-
tions as they should will take heed to the
Call. Enclosed find a dollar, and, the
Lord w!lllnr. you will hear from us again
soon.”"—Colorado.

"I recelved the M. C., and must say it
Is very good. Sounds like the real gos-
pol truth. | am thinking that religlous
snfoty Is found by following closesly the
Inapired Word, We c¢an not afford to ex-
oriment and take chances. The Now
oxtament {x the Divine standard. . . .
Why can't people be satisfied with the

truth of God? May Qod bless you in
fmur ntronq defense of the old Jeruwsa-
em gowspel.'—Wanhington,

"I am wending my ‘little mite’ to help
vou carry on the good wprk of Ere-nch!nn
the gompel. After reading the Unlity
Plan In the ——, I read with much inter-
vnt the last copy of the M, C. I think I
underntand the matter moroe fully now,
and am watisfled with your roply in the
M. C."—Ponnsylvania,

Wil Xou give me the prico of the
Nimplified New Testamant, as I want one
or two of them. They are very good, nnd
x0 helpful"—Malne. (Tho price of the
;r;ﬁ.lbt(s)n.)on copy hen  been roduced to

“Tho collogo slement has been quit
busy, and all the churches {n central
Kansas soem to have fallen in with them,
or sabout half In. There are not many
that ure after the faithful evangolists
to work with them.” —Central Kansanx,

THANKBE for the holp for lant M, €.
und for half of this one,  But | owe about
825 on this number, It in ombarrassin
1o try to borrow money to put thess oug
Tho M. C. Is the only publication in the
brotherhood which can consistently op-
poso thix all-time preaching system.” The
old paper which should be with us ha
lald down the bars for thla unseriptural
wystoms by waying: “Pruchinx and Mu-
tual Edification should be decided by
oach congregation for itself. It knows
itn own neods.” Stand out brethren, and
halp us in this fight. In February I
hold a three weoks' Bible reading In cen.
tral Kansax. If you wish a week or two
of wuch, write me at once. Just closed
n two weeks’ reading In southern Indi-
anu with average attendance of noarly a
hundred each night—booked for another
wouk thore In May,

“Flght the good Aight of faith.”

"Wateh thou In ali things.”

"Beware of false pro&l:m who come
unto yow In shesp's clothing, but In-
wardly are ravening wolves.”






