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NOTES AND COMMENT

There’s a call comes ringing o’er the
restless wave,

There are 3ouls to rescue, there are souls
to save.

We have heard the Macgdenian call to-

’
And a golden off'ring at the cioss we lay.
Let us not grow weary in the work of
love,
Let us gather jeweln for a crown above.
Send the light, send the blessed gospel
light.

The Purpose of the “Macedonian Call"
—The purpose for which we started this
sheet was to carry out the sentiment of
the song above, and the song in part
has the sentiment of the world-wide com-
mission to “Go into all the world and
g:euch the gospel to every creature.” 1

lieve that this can not be donc. in a
degree anyways near apostolic, if preach-
ers are continually doing public work of
elders and the other brethren. That is
the reason I have said so much about
Mutual Edification. Apostolic Chrisztianx
were to “edify one another.” and elders
were to be “apt to teach,” and to “feed
the church of Ged.” Elders often make
the excuse for hiring a preacher to do
much of their public and private work.
that they have to make their living, and
they do not have time. If a man wasx
elected to a vounty oftice, or any other,
and he made such an excuse, the people
would tell him to resign and get out of
the office. If an elder labors in word and
doctrine, the Scriptures intimate that he
should be supported financially to a cer-
tain extent, But if many of our elders
sacrificed as much as maany of the preach-
ers, they would not be making that ex-
cuse,

Sometimes churches say they have
tried Mutual Edification, and that it
didn’t succeed. Now this is something
to which a church has to be educated. 1T
have never advocated that a church
should be left undeveioped. A preacher
should stay with a new church weeks,
months, sometimes g year or two, as
Paul did at Ephesus, and comniit what he
knows to “faithful men who shall teach
others also” (2 Tim. 2:2), and try to
work it up to the divine standard. But
when a church spends hundreds of dol-
lars each year for many years to have
preachers come in and “feed” the church,
a work which it should learn to do it-
self, it surely has not had the proper
development and is hindering the growth
of the kingdom in new and weak fields.
Some churches don’t succeed in this de-
velopment work because the hearts of
the leaders are not in it.

The “Macedonian Call,” I believe, has
done considerable good in restraining
churches from drifting into thiz all-time
preaching system, and in calling atten-
tion to other apoatasies. We did not
have in mind to start a gonenl brother-

paper Hke ‘those in existence. I
would have kept the one I had, if that
had been the intention. I am not trying

to kill Ini aper. But as long as money
and health last, [ intend t¢ cadl attention
to what I believe and know are not only
departures from the Word of God but
from the principles of the faithful broth-
erhood twenty years ago. If, at any time,
we present anything you think is not in
harmony with truth, or misstate any in-
cident, let us know, and we shail be glad
to correct. We are simply after truth.
“You shall know the trutE. and the truth
shall make you free.” But many people
do now wish the full truth brought out,
and that is the reason they do not like
our sheet. .

“An Unfortunate Dispositionsi—Under
this heading there appears ah article in
the Bible Advocate, October 1, publixhed
in Long Beach, Calif., and as it refers
to the publisher of another paper as
“about the only writer to that paper,”
it is evident that he refcrn to me and
the Macedonian Call. Here are some
extracts from it:

“Just what would people think of a
man as a preacher if he would announce
to the brotherhood and to the world that
he iz the only one that can be depended
on to preach the plain and unadulterated
truth of God? They would certainly
think of him a= either being very self-
conceited or as being very uncharitable
toward the rvest of his preaching hreth-
ren. Rut is thiz any worse than for a
mAan to announve that his paper is the
only paper to which the brotherhood ean
now look far the truth, when he is about
the only writer to that paper? Tt ix
ahout equal to =aying, 'The Tsrael of God
today i3 in the wilderness of xin and
sectarinniam, and that I am the man,
the Moses, to lead them out.’

“It ix cortainly the result of an unfor-
tunate dispoxition when a man can not
work with anybody, 2 hrother in Christ
nor u brother in the flesh, but he must
needs gn off ta himself as it were and
run a little business oll hix own. Yon
can watch hix writings from year to
vear, and there are few if any zigns of
charity to he secen in them. He ix hunt-
ing and looking fram one end of the
country to the other to find something
that will serve to destroy the influence
and work of some one or mare of hix
fellow laborers in the kingdom of heaven.
He ix not willing to szee any zigns of
goadness in the man he is oppozing, nor
to take anybedy's word that he even
meanx good; but he will grab up any-
thinz, no matter from what s=ource. he
thinks he can use to the disadvantage of
those he opposes. * * * It is certainly
an unfortunate dizspogition in anyone that
will cause that one to act the part of
a =cavenger and go about raking up
evervthing that can be found to be used
agninst overvbody else.”

Purity of the Church.—Axz this writer
puts out his slurs so that everyone can
gee that he is speaking of me, he will
not object if [ g:nthe same regarding
him. Does Stephen Settle believe that
the churches of Christ are as active to-
day in matters of purity and church dis-
cipline as they were fifteen or twenty
years ago? know of few churches

where elders have the faith or courage
to exercise discipline, and many of the
churches are sinking deeper and deeper
into worldliness. 1 know of a church in
northern Missouri {(which Brother Settle
has visited in the past few years) where
one of the Bible teachers, an indifferent
preacher, had his little girl dance by
herself at a bank concert: Did Brother
Stephen teach against that—he has been
there since. The same teacher attended
a business entertainment, wheve a prize
was given for the woman who had the
prettiest ankles and feet. He was chair-
man, and rolled up the curtain with the
women behind it showing their ankles.
When one in the audience called to roll
the curtain higher, with laughter he
rolled it up to their knees. No higher,
yuu say, than many of the dresses—but
It was suggestive of evil, for no one knew
where it was going to sjop: Then when
the prize was given—a pair of bloomers
-——he must open them up and pull them
through hix hands with laughter while
someone in the audience cries, “Let her
try themt an,” Do you think that man is
a fit tencher in the Church whose Found-
er inspired the words, “Follow * * *
holinesx; without which no man shall see
the Lond™? But D. A, Sommer is a
vseavenper” for showing the brotherhood
where we arve going.  That is the kind
s n place where T have “killed mysel(
az n preacher.” as Brother Stephen puts
it, far the clder does not wish e to
pranch for them. The brotherhomd as a
whole nmay not be as had ax this place,
but it ix rapidly sinking into just such
n condition.  Why?  Beeause we have
xoft preaching. and the elders have net
the courage to keep the church clean as
God commands,

The lnmented Brother Picty saw that
many churches are dropping into this
awinl state. A few wecks before he
died, he preached on vhurch discipline in
the North lIndianapolizs Church, and in
wy home he told my wife that the great-
ext evii he 2aw in the brotherhood was
the lack of church discipline. -Whena they
cleaned up in hiz home church whers he
ix an elder, he said that he put two of
his own boxs at the head of the list. No
doubt it vent his heart, but though he
loved them he loved Christ move, There
are too many elders today like old Eli,
who “loved his sons more than he loved
God,” and would not put those corruqt
men out of the priesthood. He lost his
life, and these lopse elders may loze their
souls. | homor Brother Piety for this
noble stand for puvity, and [ wmention it
solely for the good it may do to stir
othevrs.

But why are elders getting into such
neglect of duty, A few years ago there
were & number of preachers who
preached strong on discipline, and of
course it stirred up things sometimes.
They insisted on churches cleaning up.
Then the cry went up, “Evangeliatic As-
sumption!” That has been the hobby of
the Bible Advocate, It was much easier
for preachers to let up on Discipline, and
just try to get people into the church.
Hence, many have fallen in line with
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this easier way, Many preachers make
diligent inquiry as to the conditien of
churches betorethey go, and if they need
disciplinary sermons, they shy away, or
say little or nothing about discipline but
keep adding live members to déad bodies,
then report what fine condition the
church is in. That makes the inditferent
elders feel good, and they call back such
a “wonderful preacher.” \Then when the
church becomes too corrupt, such preach-
ers leave such churches to be made over
by faithful gospel preachers. When the
dirty work has been done, and the church
gets on its feet again, then the soft
preachers are willing to go back.

The Bible Advocate has left the im-
pression on the brotherhood that there
I1s no way by which an elder can be tried.
Why should elders worry, then, so far
as this earth is concerned. It makes it
casier for the preachers, for they can
flatter them instead of showing them
noglect of duty; and the preachers can
thus gain more glory and gold. And
some of the “big gruachers" may be fall-
ing in with the Bible Advocate because
of its helpfulness—to them! How much
of an effort has it put forth to stir eld-
ers to clean up their churches? Most of
their teaching on the subject has been
against those who were trying to get
clders to do what Brother Piety said
needed so much to be done today. Maybe
[ am a “scavenger,” but it seems Jere-
migh and all the prophets were scaven-
gers, too, for they were continually
“raking up things” agninst people of
their day. And Paul was one, also, for
the First Corinthian letter was filled
with such rakings-up.

The All-Time Preaching System.—
Twenty-five years ago the brotherhood
was strong against the preacher-pastor
systein, but now many of the big
churchex are drifting into the all-time
preaching system, which is practieall
the same thing. One of the things whicx
caused the Long Beach church trouble
was the “Preaching Each Lord's Day,
W.P. R , Minister,” which teld the
tale at the door of the meeting house.
The sentiment back of the Bible Advo-
cate haa been to uphold that. The owner
of the paper encouraged that system in
Winfield, Kans., even when it had helped
causge divixion. Notice the proposition 1
offer in another part of this sheet againsat
this one man preacher-pastor system.
Maybe I am a “scavenger" when I call
attention to the fact that I am simply
teaching what Brother Morris did thirty
yoars,ago, when he said, "There is mani-
festly a fault in the preacher who does
all the preaching, praying, reading of
the Scriptures, talking at the Lord’s
table, baptizing, once a month in any
given locality, and does not develop the
church so that it can hold intensely in-
teresting and profitable meetings on the
following Lord’s days.” But that is out
of date now, for we have grown rich and
increased with gocds, and have great
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numbers] Some people don’t like to
have their departures revealed, and that
is \Iwhy they don’t like the Macedonian
Call.

Bible Colleges. — For a quarter of a
century the brotherhood in the north has
been fighting the Bible colleges, but now
some preachers are - dJrifting toward
them. The gemeral spirit of compromise
in the world has made its impression on
them. But the truth still remains the
same that Bible colleges are human or-
ganizations eatablished by Christians to
do work of thé church, and hence are
unscriptural. I have tried in vain to get
their best men to afirm that they are
scriptural. There are many other un-
scriptural things which the Bible college
people have. They have the full-fledged
preacher-pastor system, which throws the
eldership into the background or en-
tirely out of it. Their attitude toward
the eldership was exemplified in Spring-
fleld, Mo., where the pastor, when he
was hindered some by an elder, drew off
the wealthiest of that church and bf the
others there, and started a church@ his
own. ©One of the prominent preac
among the Bible college people said in™
that same city that he had never ap-
pointed an elder in his life but hhd helped
get rid of several. That's what that
preacher-pastor system has done for
them, and it will do the same for us.
What has the Bible Advocate done to
xtay the movement of the college peogle
into our midst? I have asked a number
of readers of this paper if they ever saw
any articles in it against the Bille col-
leges. and they have all answered that
they had not. I know I have never seen
any that I remember of. The fact is that
it is lving down on this and other im-
portant apostasies, and is doing practi-
cally nothing to help fight the battles,
In truth, the owner endorsed the faction
at Winfield, which has had a number of
Bible college people preach there. The
paper is trying to say smooth things, and
not come out strong against these evils,
and gather up the discontents in the
brotherhood who don't like the truth
presented as the brotherhood presented
it twenty ycars ago. It need not be sur-

rived if many of the old timers regard
It a8 & compromise journal.

Later.—Since writing the above, I have
seen a column of original matter from
the editor of the Bible Advocate in which
he endorscs the sentiments in a quota-
tion against human organizations of any
kind to do work of the Church. This i
the first I have ever secn, or that any
others have ever seen tha' I have talked
to (and I have asked several). In our
July number of the M. C., we brought up
these same facts about this paper, and
possibly this “scavenger” which the pub-
lisher deplores has done some good and
caused the editor to try to make a
stronger show of apostolicity. But its
columns have not been used in the past
to help oppose this heresy.

Is Your Home Church as Faithful? —
Last summer [ held a short meeting with
the church at Cottonwood Falls, Kans,,
with five baptisms and the church en-
couraged. Would to God we had more
such elders and their wives as Brother
and Sister Amerine., The church haa
passed through the fire in the past and
now has between twenty and twenty-five
members, nearly all of whom are pres-
ent three times a week. That is a rec-
ord worthy of imitation. There are only
a few men in the congregation. However,
I think the Lord has one thing against

some of the younger sisters—they have
not listened as they should to the older
sisters on modesty of dress, a weakness

which Is found nearly everywhers. But
God’s Word does not change. We should
stay out of all extremes. Soon the

dresses may be too long, and Christians
should avoid that. The fashion makers
know t| merchants can sell twice as
much go¥ds by going from one extreme
to another, and so they are engaged in
the pleasant task to themselves of sep-
arntfng fools from their money. y
avoiding these extremes, people can get
twice the wear out of their clothes, and
be more in harmony with God's Word.
Mutual Edification Works Here.—
There is a good congregation in West In-
dianapolis, Ind., though there is little
said about it in the papers. I often drop
in and encourage this congregation. Last
summer I held a protracted meeting with
five baptisms, and the brethren were en-
thused. They have followed the habit of
having preaching once a month for years,
though the audiences at their mutual ed-
ification meetings the other three Lord's
days are as large as with a preacher.
About a dozen years ago, 1 spent one
winter in Bible drill with the church, two
or three evenings out of the week, and
did all I could to encourage the brethren
to develop their talents. I.have done a
consideragle, too, in private. A number
of times when I visit them in the morn-
ings I merely take part along with the
others. They have many men who take
part, and some are preaching as they
can. The church heips some in mission-
ary work and there is a healthy interest
among the members, Mutual ediflication
is a success because the leaders believe
in it, and 1 feel sure it can be made &
guccess in other ordinary places if it is
applied with wisdom. Thirty-five years
ago Brother Morris preached here some,
and when he and his wife a,few months
ago visited the church again and listened
to the brethren take part, they com-
mended the service, though he sald in
the Bible Advocate, May 15, 1030, page
9 (probably a few weeks before that),
“Mutual edification is a misnomer; It
should be called mutual stagmation, for
it stagnates the work of the church.” He
wisghes you to get his point, for he is the
one who made the bold face. I would
not exchange this church with its hun-
dred or more attendants of common
working people, with their mutual teach-
ing and simplicity and spirituality,
for half a dozen churches like that where
this old brother now belongs with its all-
time preaching and pride and worldli-

ness. And yet--there is a room for im-
provement in the West Indianapolis
church.

Another Church Not “Stagnant” with
Mutual Edification.—This fall 1 held my
sixth meeting with the Nixa church, ten
miles south of Springfield, Mo., with five
baptisms, and 1 believe much other good
done. 1 was the first anti-Bible college
man to preach for them, which was about
fourteen years ago. Many brethren have
had growing familles, and I think gen-
erally have tried to guide them in the
way they should go. The church only
meets once a week, though many
churches so situated meet oftener. They
have a very good oldmh‘lr. and have had
little preaching except during the pro-
tracted meeting. They had one protract-
ed Bible reading. Thelr regular atten-
dance is about ninety or a hundred, and
fs much better than the sectarian
churches around with their preachers as



often as they can afford them. The
church remunerates a preacher well so
that he can help in weak places. There
is room for Iimprovement in bringing
more men into the public work here, but
the mutual edification in this church has
not “stagnated the work of the church.”

How .&ll-time Preaching Works.—Some
brethren think that if they have preach-
ing all the time all their troubles will
end. Why doesn't that aystem among
the sects end their troubles—they are
contimually Aghting over which preacher
they should have. In the July number [
cited a church which had drifted into the
three-fourths preaching system, and one
wylter made the defense that It “did
good.” Possibly he meant that move
came out Sunday nights, for there were
no more in the rhornings. But there was
something he forgot to mention. One of
the leading members In the public work
admitted at a certain time in that perioci
of so mucS reaching, that he had not
read the Bible for a month. 1 belleve
that js an index of the all-time preach-

ing system—it causes members to wsit _

back in their seats in ease. We should
try to give people something to do—not
neceasarily public. Size is not necesaar-
ily a mark of strength—it’s health and
exercize which count, in churches as well
as men,

Brother Bunn and Bible Collegen.—
Some time ago I had a long talk with
Brother Bunn., He says h¢ is not for
the Bible colleges, but he has surely pur-
sued a course in several instances, which
if followed by the rest of the preachers
would turn everything over to them. He
tried to justify his statement that Bible
colleges and religious papers are in the
same class by saying that both uare in-
stitutions, that they beg money, ete. Of
course, If a religious paper is an organi.
zation, a corporation, a company, then
they do stand in the same class; but
when he tries to put the organization of
a volloge in the same class with an indi-
vidual enterprise, he is reasoning like a
child, In his comparison of the college
and a paper owned by an individual, he
left off the point of organization, which
in the chief thing at issue. No one op-
poses several sisters getting together
and sewing for some poor folks, but we
oppose their forming an organization
with president, secretary, treasurer, ete.
The same is true of co-operation in mis-
<ionary work in contrast to organization
tn miaxionary work with president, treas-
urer, ete. The same holds true of send-
ing out literature. There is one body--
the Church, and we have no right to
form another, It is astonishing that
Brother Bunn, after reading discussionas
on such subjects for thirty years, should
see no difference between a religious pa-
per owned and run by an individual, and
a Bible college, a corporation, an organi-
zation, run by a board of directors. Yet
Brother Bunn writes now and then for a
religious paper.

Keeping Out of the Current.—Faithful
brethren in Springfleld, Mo., consider
that Brother Bunn was largely respons-
ible for the confusion into which they
were thrown a couple of yvears ago.
Brother Bunn tries to justify himself by
saying that the elders of the church
from which they withdrew about a doz-
en years ago and formed the faithful
church, declared that they would not per-
mit the Bible colleges to be advocated or
opposed in the pulpit; and that the
brethren did wrong in thus going off
and should make acknowledgments. It
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was this move to bring them back that
created much of the confusion. Now this
church from which the brethren with-
drew, and the others affiliated with it,
have no one but Bible college preachers,
or those working with them, and the col-
leges and homes are advocated in them.
They have the pastor system as much as
their money will allow. Within the past
vear, the pastor of the south chu%h
formed a new church, erecting a build-
ing which probably cost 30,000, and
which has a rarsonage for its pastor.
At the funeral of M. S. Mason in Sep-
tember, who was a member of one of
these Bible college churches, and afli-
ated with these colleges and homes, and
has baen one of the bitterest enemics of
us brethren who have opposed these hu-
man organizations to do work of the
Church—one of the speakers eulogized
him and his work with these organiza-
tions, and actually begged money for the
orphans’ home in his funeral talk. The
little envelopes which this church has in
its racks on the backs of the seats, has
o place to note how gluch vou wish given
to the homes., And Bother Bunn's work
in Springfield. if ruce I, would have
ut the faithful brethren “there in fel-
owship with Huc]; churches, which would
now be carrving them along with them,
And Ferguson, the preacher who was
working with Brother Bunn, is now with
a college church in Kansas City. If
Brother Bunn is opposed to the Bible
colleges and other such human orwaniza-
tions, he certainly is showing poor jundg-
ment in protecting the Chureh from
them. Hix work in Emporia, Kans.,
seems Lo have been aimilar.

Brother Bunn's Work in St. Louis.—

In St, Louis the faithful brethren meet
on Manchester Avenue, and there are
two Bible colloge churches. In 1029

Brother Bunn prenched for both of the
college churches. The smuller church is-
stes & bulletin, in which wax this:
“"Brother F. B. Srygley of Nashville,
Tenn., will held a =erics of meetings for
us beginning sbout the second Sunday In
May." In the same ixsue wnx this letter
from Brother Bunn to a muember, nck-
nowledging receipt of money they hnd
sont him for preaching for them: “Rip-
pey, lowa, Februavy 12, 1029, Dear
Brother in Christ:  Your kind letter of
recent date with check for 85 cenclosed
was raceived at thia place yesterdny. I
wish lo assure vou that 1 apprecinted
the check and your words of encourage-
ment. However. T never expected any-
thing of you brethren for what little
service I could render that night. T wan
thankful I could meet the brethren, form
an acquaintance, and speak wards of en-
couragement to those gathered, And
ahould I ever be permitted to he with
vou again while pasaing through the city.
I would not desire that you fecl any
obligation to me in n financial way. I
am at present in n series of mectinga
at thir place in Central Town, Wishing
the congregation there well in their Ia-
hor of love, ] am vour fellow-servant in
Christ—J. C. Bunn.”

In explaining this away. Brother Bunn
anid to me that he had a relative near
this church who could not go to Man-
chester Avenue, and he wished to sce
what kind of a church it was; that he
did not make an appointment to preach
at the other place, but this church made
it and he preached: and that he did not
know whether he would preach there
again (which means nothing but is an
evasion of responsibility). If Brother
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Bunn wished to know about these
churches why didn't he ask the faithful
brethren in St. Louis? Could he expect
to learn more in one or two nights than
they have learned in fifteen or twenty
years they have been there? Now I sup-
pose Brother Bunn found out what he
told me he went there for, and he must
have found cut that they were all right,
for he wrote back and said that he was
“thankful” that he could “apeak words of
ENCOURAGEMENT"” to them, and
wished them “well in their labor of love,”
and said he was a “fellow-servant in
Christ” with the one who sent him the
money, hence with all of them. All of
this scems strange for a man who says
he does not believe in the Bible colleges.
“If any come and bring not this doc-
trine,” ete. Another strange thing ix
that when brethren wish to protect the
churches, nnd ask Brother Bunn to come
out and state where he standx, such
men as Brother Roady will =ay that
Brother Bunn is “the worst persecuted
man in the brotherhood.” Where are we,
an ?

The All-time Preaching (irows,—In our
conversation. [ asked Brother Bunn that
since he had recently held a meeting at
Wonatchee, Wash,, if Brother Verna Gil-
bert was preaching every Sunday morn-
ing and night there. He said that he -
had been sinee a year ago last August,
Here ix a church which has been in exis-
tence for perhaps twenty-five years, has
two or more eiders, one of whom haa
preached a considerable, and yet it has
to import a prencher to discourse to it
all the time. The word “pastor” means
“foeder,” and Brother Gilbert does the
feeding in the two most important meet-
ings of the church, What if a man does
hold a mecting or two in a8 ycar some-
whare else?-—the digressive pastors do
that. I belicve that many more of our
hig churches will soon drift into this un-
scriptural system. Kepple does it as
much as he can. I challenge Verna Gil-
hert. A. R. Kepple, Whaley, Reedy, Ver-
na Love, et al., to affirm their practice
ps  expreased in thix proposition:
“Preaching every Sundny morning and .
night in a church with elders, by &
preacher brought in for that purposc, is
seriptural.’ 1 deny it. Kansas City
would be a handy place to hold it. Broth-
er Bunn tried to defend to me Brother
Gilbert’s practice. and I challenge Ste-
phen Settle, too, to affirm it. for he has
encouraged the svstem. Brother Bunn
and 1 both deplored the confusion in the
hrotherhood, yet I believe that if Bunn,
Kepple, Gilbert, Morris ahd othera held
the positions they did fifteen years ago,
much of thix division would not be,

The Wauneta Church.—Laxt summer I
apent a week with the faithful brethren
in Wauncta, Neb., and in November
closed n three weeks’ meeting with them
with good interest, which would have
continued longer but for the great snow
alorm in those regions which blocked
voads. Thia ix a fine bunch of brethren.
Not 8 man uses tobacco and all’of them
take public part; but, ns ia true of all
places, there i room for improvement.
Nearly all the churches that 1 know of
that are alive and enthused, have passed
through the fire the past fow years, That
{x true of these brethren. They fought
for purity of the church there against an
old preacher in those parts who has done
many questionable things and who has
preached simply faith, repentance and
baptism with Ylttle or nothing about
¢hurch purity. Other preachers have
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come in and helped him in his loose
work and have fought agiinst thoss who
were contending for purity of life as
well as doctrine. -One who moved to
Wauneta several years ago boosted the
old preacher to the skies, in many notes
he wrote for the Review; and the old
preacher boosted back; till one would
have thought they belonged to a mutual
admiration society! But we have not
seen such now for a good while. This
reacher is finding out what the faithful
grethren knew, all along. He sold his
property at a sacrifice last summer and
was about to leave when the old .preacher
“came across,” and made apologies
(about thc} third time). But now the
preacher is\ready to leave again, as he
told me. Part truths no doubt misled the
judges somewhat in the church trial
there several years ago. What a pity
that these preachers have encouraged
impurity In the church as they have!
But the faithful brethren are coming
into their own, for Many are seeing that
they were right. As I passed among out-
siders they ﬁad a good word for L. L.
Ford. He is a faithful preacher, whose
ost office is Enders, Neb., and churches
n those parts should keep him busy.
What the Soft-I’edal Preaching Will
Do.—When | first came out in the Mace-
dontan Call against this kind of preach-
ing, and showed that we are “slipping.”
some made fun of me; but several now
are coming out against it. Let the good
work go on, Elders may call repeatedly
such preachers, because it takes with the
people, but they are surely going to reap
the whirlwind later on. Strong preach-
ing against the world and all other evils,
makes it easier for the elders, Recently
I preached a strong sermon to a big au-
dience, including many young people,
against modern evils including the im-
modest dress of the women, and a dean
of the girls in the high school said it
would help her in her work. The chureh
is to be a leaven for good. But when
a preacher discoursed strong against
evils at a certain place, an eclder, when
he was gone, told the congregation that
they would have it understood with the
next preacher that he was to discourse
to the world and bring people into the
church, and that the elders would look
after the church! He wished to add
healthy members to corrupt bodies! Of
the twenty-one eplstles in the New Tost-
ament, all were written to correct abuses
among Christians or strengthen the
church. Nearly all the books of pro-
phecies were written to correct abuses
among the people of God. [ know a
church where wmuch® of the kind of
preaching was given, which this elder
wished. A soft pedal preacher held a
meeting & number of years ago with
about sixty additions, and has held many
other meetings with additions. It is
practically the only chirch in the village,
yet has very little influence. About
twenty-fivoc members meet on Sundays,
and scores of backsaliders are in the com-
munity. A couple of years ago, an elder
spoke againat the picture shows, which
main members were attending, and one
sigter was taking up the tickets. After
meeting, one sister shook her fist under
his nose, and several took issue with him.
One of the elders said he was “neutral”
in the discussion! The elder sent for a
oreacher for a meeting who gives the
people the full truth. One elder prophe-
sled disaster, but the peonle had been
fed so long on soft stuff and had reached
the bottom in apirituality, that they ap-
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preciated the truth. Even the world
commended the talks, and they had the
biggest hearing they have hhd for sev-
eral years, the house not holding all the
people several timea, One sister who had
attended a meeti by a soft pedal
preacher a short w:ﬁe before said of this

reacher that he did not preach like
Brother Blank — he preaches love and
peace, and this one preaches war! But,
she said, | believe this preacher is right,
for we must fight these evils to have a
stiro church. Several were baptized,
Snd ntﬁe evidence is that much good was
one.

“The Poor Orphans’—God tells us—all
of us—to visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction; but Christians were
not taught by the apostles to establish
orphans’ homes, The same authority by
which Christians can establish a human
organization of an orphan home or a
Bible college, they can establish a mis-
sionary society or an aid society. Some
of these homes talk like this: *You send
us the money, and we will care for the
orphans, make Christians out” of them,
develop preachers, and send them out.”
Thus these homes are a combinatian of
homes, Bible colleges, and missionary so-
cieties! And they draw the money by
playing a plaintive song on the string of
Charity. It is only another trap of
Satan to entangle the true Israel, When
he gets vou to support the orphans'
home, you can not consistently oppose
any other human organization to do work
of the Church. A sister who lives in fur-
nished rooms with no children and with

. a husband absent most of the time who

rets $250 or 8300 a month, made a touch-
ing plea to me for the homes. 1 asked
her why she did not take an orphan or
two into her home seeing she had plenty
of time and money! But that was a dif-
ferent thing! Some people wish to make
a show of themselves rather than simply
do what. God commands.

Working “Under the Elders.” — The
plea iz often made for this all-time
preaching system by a man brought in
for that purpose, that he is “working
under the elders.” What if he ir? Have
the elders the right to delegate theiv
work and rights, and that of other breth-
ren in the congrezation, to hirelings?
But does any one know of a church
where a preacher has heen there sov-
eral years., and done all the preaching
Sunday morning and night, that he does
not practically run the thing ? They tried
that at Long Beach., and when an elder
asked the preacher to resigr, the congre-
gation would not let him, tut when the
elder offerved his resignation the congre-
gation accepted it, Al right, elders, go
ahead. But in a few years you will find
vourselves helpless in the hands of “the
minister.”  This is what the history of
2,000 yvears reveals, and “history repeats
itself.,” you know,

A Needed Prayer.—When persecution
was strong against the disciples in New
Testament times, one instance is record-
ed where they prayed for ‘“boldness” to
speak the Word, It seems to me that
we need to offer the same prayer today.
Preachers need it; elders need it—all
need it—that we may have the courage
to astand up for that which we see is
right. Some preachers will preach
atrong where it is not needed, but where
it is needed, they mellow down. When
college preachers come into their midst,
they think they will bring prejudice to
themselves if they don’t call on them.
Some preachers won't come out boldly

and say where they stand on some prom-
inent controverted subjects, Others draw
back, and say, “I don’t wish to get mixed
up in it,” and leave others to fight bat-
tles alone which they know they ought
‘to help fight. Brother Van Deusen was
right when he sald in the Review that
churches had a right to ask ?renchers
wh they stood on the college and
pm?eher-past.or system. And the thing
to do is to put it in such a form that
they can not evade. Ask them if they
believe it is right for Christians to form
a human organization of a Bible College
to teach the Bible along with secular
branches; and, If they believe it Is scrip-
tural for a church with elders to bring
a preacher into their midat to preach to
them every Sunday morning and night
month after month, and year after year.
Preachers try to evade by saying, I don't
believe in Bible colleges as church insti-
tutions, yet if you gq them down they
will say that the Bible colleges—aome of
them, at least—are not of that sort. And
on the preaching question they will say
that they believe a church can use a
preacher all his time, which is not the
question. Brethren, don't be fooled. All
apostasies make their headway through
deception, and if you wish to continue
along the apostolic lines, you would bet-
ter watch. It would be a .good thing if
churches, preachers and others, would,
through the papers, let the brotherhood
know where they stand on vital ques-
tions. Don’t wait till others have fought
the battles, and then come up and say,
“We killed a bear”!!

How Some Digressives Do It.—A few
months ago I was talking to a Christian
Church preacher in St, Louis, and he said
that in the church he belonged to, quite
a number of “laymen” go out to different
weak places and help revive the churches.
They do this without pay, and go two
and two. He said this church was doing
more real missionary work than all the
other Christian churches in the city
(there are probably a doxen). That's all
right, and a method in part I am con-
tending for. Let us develop talent =o
that we shall have some good talkers,
who will go out to save souls, without a
thought of making money, since they
make their living with their own hands.
When we can get such a spirit into all
Christians, then we may look for great
things for the Lord. The Macedonian
Call was started to stimulate develop-
ment fo that we can have such fruits.
It has no subseription price. but depends
on free will offerings to pay for primti
and mailing. If you wish to help, se‘:'lﬁ
to D, A, Sommer, 918 Congress Ave,, In-
dianapolis, Ind. We did not have time
ta print the October number. We have
many evidences that we havée done much
good, Don’t you wish to-be a partaker
init? Do it NOW.

“Watch,"—Brethren, we are living in
troublesome times when there ia much
drifting and dropping out. It is going
to take a heroic effort to save a remnant, -
Unless we rcnd and pray ourselves, and
teach God’s Word diligently to our chil-
dren, there is not much hope. Let’s not
think of the other fellow now, but of
ourselves., The first six months in this
vear I was at home two and a half
weeks, and in January start to the far
Northwest for several meetings to holg
in this great work. Brethren who woul
like for me to stop a few nights on re-
turn trip, write me at my home address,
and I may be able to make arrange-
ments,





