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WHERE ARE WE?

'

Confusion in the Religious World in
(General.—Recently a prominent ecclesias-
tic in the Episcopal ghurch said, “There
is still no doubt that the world faces
today the greatest moral confusion of
any age of which there is any record.
The problem presses upon the Church:
How to shock the lethargic wide awake,
how to convert the harassed, how to win
the bewildered seekers for the truth.
Perhaps it can be met in simple terms.
First of all, the church can refuse to
lower the standard of discipleship. We
are asked from time to time to emascu-
late the severity of the Christian com-
mitment. There ix nothing novel about
that. It is the temptation that was of-
fered to our divine Lord. I wonder if
the church will have the courage to say
with the Lord Jesus, ‘Get thee behind
me, Satan'”

So far, neither the Fpiscopal Church
nor the dewominations in general are
doing much to put Satan behind them
but rather are they catering to him, and
letting him more and more into their
ranks.

Confusion in the Church of Christ.—
Nor can we expect those who claim to
be the true people of God to be uninflu-
enced by the confusion about them. There
is no denying the truth that in doctrine
there is considerable confusion among us.
and in morals we are getting into the
same state. We have innovationism on
the one hand. and undue restriction on
the other. While the battle against the
former has been going on for fifty years
and a victory gained, in a scnse, still
some are now willing to give up the ad-
vantage gained and slip into the apostasy
we have fought vur way out of. On the
other hund, tome are tryving to be more
strict than the Scriptures demand, and
to magnify things which have no prin-
ciple connected with them. Is there any
way by which we can keep out of the
ditches on each side of the road? This
it a very important question, and T ask
each disciple to read with care what we
have to say, and we may be able to get
clozer together,

How to Keep Out of the Ditches(?)—
Here is a proposition which may help us
keep on the main track of truth: THE
COMMAND TO DO A THING IMPLIES
EVERYTHING NECESSARY TO OBEY
THAT COMMAND: ALSO, EVERY-
THING HELPFUL IN OBREYING THAT
COMMAND, IF IT IS IN HARMONY
WITH THF. REST OF THE NEW TES-
TAMENT,

How to Go and P each.—The command
to go and preach implies everything nec-
exsary to obey that command and every-
thing helpful if it does not antagonize
any other scripture. It implies the use

vl horsex, boats, cars, ete. Yes, says
the digressive, it implies the use of our
missionary society., But the Lord has
restricted us to the auspices under which
we are to go—"Unto him be glory in the
Church;™ which we are not doing when
we use a8 human organization of a mis-
sionary society. e

How and Where to Baptize.—Christ
commanded the apostles to baptize be~.
lievers, and showed them that the peni-
tents were to be buried in baptism. But
he did not tell them where tu baptize.
Some people won't be-baptized except
in “running water.” 1f the command
had read, “He that believeth and is bap-
tized in running water, shall be saved,”
then there would be something to that;
but it leaves off the "running water.”
R0, we perform what Christ has com-
manded, if we are buried in baptism in
the ocean, a river, creek, pond, or bap-
tistry. The place has nothing to do with
the command. Nor has clothing any-
thing to do with it, hence we use special
buptismal clothes sometimes,

When and Where to Worship.—The
command to meet and worship implies
everything necessary to obey that com-
mand, and everything helpful if it is in
harmony with the rest of the Scriptures.
| have found a few diaciples who say we
should meet to observe the Lowd’s Supper
at night. [ wouldn't be surprised if
most of the early Christians did that, for
most of them were servants or slaves
and could not leave their work for their
masters in the daytime, yet could slip
off at night or early morning, We have
heathen records that they met at early
morn. But there is no principle involved
in the hour of worship, just so we meet
on the "“Brst day of the week to break
bread.” The scripture, “Let all things be
done decently and in order,” must guide
us, and we should meet at the hour which
ix most suitable for most of the disciples.

The command to meet implies seats,
lights, etc., for which the innovators have
called so often when we axk them for
authority for their societies and instru-
mental music in Christian worship, It
implies, too, a house. The early Chris-
tians met in private houses and upper
yooms, and history shows that they did
not have any houses of their own for
Chrixtian worship for at least three hun-
dred years. Thix destroys the idea so
prevalent today that you do not have a
church unless you have a special church
house. The church iz the people, not
the house. And vet the apoatolic church
advanced ax it has never advanced since.
The Russellites have no church houses of
their own. and yet they advance. In
most communities it is more economical
for a permanent church to have a modest

A Possible Basis of Greater Unity Among Disciples of Christ

house of their own, according to the
principle of economy taught by our Sav-
jor when He snid, “Gather up the frag-
ments that nothing be lost.” And there
is no principle of Scripture violated. But
if the spirit of apostasy continues, I
expect to sec in the future ahout ax
many churchex meeting in private hones
and halls ax in houses of their own.

But the building of fine meeting houses
has become a curse in the Christian
world and iz contrary to the Scripture
to "mind not high things, hut condescend
to things that arve lowly."” Great debts
are piled up and begging céntinued till
masses of poor people are driven away
from the churches. [t ix one of the
greatast cursex in the Christian world,
for people are spending their money in
monuments of pride instead of taking
care of the poor and sick.

In zome places “churches of Christ”
are falling in line with the sects in
building these monuments of pride. The
"Southwest Church” in Loz Angeles.
where Wm. Reedy is “minister” has a
building and grounds which have prok-
ably cost 875,000 (with a cross on it).
And in their meectings, they are evidently
trving to manifest the same pride. Be-
fore me lies a program of itz meeting
“Sunday. June 23rd, 1929." “William P.
Reedy"” and “A. R. Kepple"” are “Minis-
ters” at the head of the program, fol-
lowed by “l. K. Robertzon, R. C. Cooper.
Flders.” Except that “I. E. Robertson™
is “musical director in the song practice
Friday nights.” | can not find in the four
pages of program that these elders took
any part. The two sermons were deliv-
cred by Reedy, and the Bible clasaes were
taught by Reedy and Kepple and four
women. The elders don’t seem_ to be
doing much “feeding” in that flock, like,
Paul commands them to do. The pro-
gram of worship starts with “Prelude:
Male Quartette.” Now [ can see how it
is necessary (or, at least helpful) in case
of funerals to have a quartette, for it
iz almost impossible to get singers to-
gether; but why should we have quar-
tette minging in our worship when the
houxe is filled with singers, unless it is
merely to entertain? A sister who at-
tended one of their meetings said that
when =he was there the singers were out
of wight omewhere, and the musgic came
wafting over to the audience from their
unseen place. Then the program also
sayy, “Responsive Reading, Paalm 103.”
The preacher reads a verae and then the
audience. Where are we going to atop
in the effort te imitate the sectz and
appeal to the apirit of pride. Will this
church soon have a vestried choir, and
will Bro. Recdy preach in a long robe?
Apostasiea grow little by little, A few
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hours ago I passed by a Christian Church
which was once as sound in the faith as
any church of Christ today, yet the dis-
play board %aid, “Warship here Palm
Sunday.” SHades of Alexander Camp-
bell and the Apostle Paul! Says the lat-
ter, “Ye observe days and months and
times and years. | am afraid of you
lest I have bestowed labor upon you in
vain,” Again Paul says, “Mind not high
things, but condescead to things that
are lowly.” Why can’t brethren be sat-
isfied to be just plain Christians without
these manifestations of pride which will
lead them farther and farther from the
truth? “Where are we?” And where
shall we soon be?

“Evangelist in Charge”"—Right Hand
of Fellowship.—\When the apostles went
out and established churches, they looked
after them, or saw that some one else
did, till elders were appointed. An cvan-
gelist today who extablishes a church
should not leave it to shift for itself, to
die or to hecome a prey to wolves, but
should ook after it himself or have some
ane else to do it till elders are developed.
The expression “evangelist in charge”
has grown uk:. though the expression is
not in the Bible, yet the idea is. But he
should make an effort to develop elders.
Generally a "leader” in the little band
is appointed to look after things in a
temporal or spiritunl way, or both. That
ia according to the principle, “Let all
things be done decently and in order.”
What's everyone’s business is no one's
business, and good sense ax well as the
Bible requires such order. It's in har-
mony with the Bible and not contrary to
ung‘ passage of Scripture.

slders had flocks they were to feed,
and focks of sheep on the prairiex have
definite outlines to them. ow does one
become a member of a particular flock?
When one iz baptized that brings him
into the Church universal, but not neces-
sarily into any particular church, for the
word “church” iz uzad in theze two
senzes in the New Testament. Now ax
the Lord doea not tell us just how one
becomex a member of a local church, he
lenves  that to our wisdom. Moxst
churches have the person come forward
and all the members pass around and
extend to him the right hand of Christian
fellowship, or partnerzhip, acknowiedg-
ing him ag & member with them. Some
churches have the elder or preacher ex-
tend the hand in behalf of the ehurch.
Still others simply have the person come
forward, and the statement ix made pub-
licly that thizs one wishes to become a
member in the church, Any of these is
in ‘harmony with the Scriptures. There
should be some way to let the people
and world know when a person becomes
a member of that flock. To destroy all
g:blic ways of accepting people as mem-

ra in a local church is to destroy all
order and throw the Church as a whole
into confusion. 1 suppose there ia no
organization in the world but what has

some public way to receive members.
Every Christian should have his mem-
berahip some place, and if he ie an iso-
lated disciple sﬁould send his contribution
back there, or at least show some interest
in that church. The fact that elders have
a flock “over which the Holy Ghost has
made them overseers,” shows that they
are not over some other flock where the
Holy Spirit has made some other men
overaeers. The doctrine that. because vne
is an elder one place, therefore he is an
oMicial elder evsry where he gues, also
falls down.

Authority of Elders.—The elders are
to feed, watch and oversee (which in-
cludes developing) the flock. In things
in general where principle is not involved,
the membership iz to “obey them -that
have the rule over you." But the doc-
trine of the paper on the Pacific coast
that elders amre absolute rulers in the
churches and that they can throw people
out of the church without a hearing, and
that an elder can not be tried against
hiz wil! (even when he is given asx much
chance as his accusers to choose an im-
partial hearing—which should—be al-
ways), such unscriptural doctriney have
wrought untold havoe in the Church of
Christ, and they will do much more in
the future. Peter saysx that elders are
not to be lords sver God’s heritage but
enzamples to the Aock. When elders dis-
burse large sums of moncy and engage
preachers and do other important things
without consulting at least a few of the
other leading brethren, or without put-
ting it befure the church and asking if
there are any scriptural reasons why
they should net go on with such work.
they are opening the way for the accu-
sation of being lords, and sooner or later
will throw the church into confusion. [f
people wish to belong to the Roman
Catholic Chureh, they will go and join
it and be done with it, but they are ex-
pecting better things of the Church of
Christ. The new daetrine that we should
obey the elderx right or wrong, which
ix practically the substance of the teach-
ing on the Pacific coast, is not of God.
If some elders were asx anxious to be
ensamples to the flock and not to be
lords, ax they are to “RULE." there
would bhe lexz trouble than there iw
Brethren should be cxceedingly caveful
whom they put into the bishopric, and
then should obey them as long as they
follow the Bible, but turn from them
when they try to impose false doctrines
and praetices on the Church.

“Cenvention of Elderx."—And now
comes the propoxition Lo ' ring harmony
among the churches hy baving a ‘‘con-
vention of eldems”  Fine, that’s about
the second step which led to the Pope
of Rome. The first one wax in exalting
one of the elders ahove another and mak-
ing him "“the bishop,” and having hini do
all the preaching—the same in substance
as the preacher-pastor system we have
heen condemning. Of course, this con-
vention would only make suggestions{?)
at first, but—!" No, we don't want any
convention of elders, preacherz or any
other group of uninspired men. That
has been one of the chief evils of the
Chriatian world, and it is astonishing
that any writer in the Church of Christ
would make such a suggestion. The con-
vention in Acta 15 wax of inspired men
ta learn what God had done through the
different inapired men at different places.
Fven the Gospel Advocate, as far ax
they are away from the Bible in some
things, wrote a strong denunciation of

this proposed “convention of elders.” B_ut
the chief advocate of this convention
says tnat he nas not given it up, and
not many months ago he advocated it
in his home church. “Where are we?”
and where shall we be in the future, if
some one does not call attention to -the
loocseness of some of the writin% and
preaching today ? But remember, breth-
ren, %nn not do muegh of this wotk, un-
less ydu stand behind me, for it makes
many enemies to me who work against
me. Will you work as strong for the
truth? )

Music.—The command to sing impiies
everything necessary to obey that com-
mand, and everything helpful, if it ix in
harmony with the rest of God's Word.
A tuning fork is a help, and nothing but
a help, for it does not make another kind
of muysic. The same is true of song
books. But instruments make another
kind of music, and thus are an addition
to the Bible and forbidden. But dis-
plays of music where the base runs
around by itself a while, or the alto, ete..
is a display of art which is contrary to
the simplicity in Christ. [f Jesus con-
demns vain repetitions in prayers,
wouldn’t He condemn vain repetitions in
musical prayers and other hymnx of de-
votion which many are offering today?
He said they wished to be heard for
their “much speaking,” and will ‘He not
say that we wish to be heard for our
“much” singing? God commands us to
sing, but He puts some restriction on it.

How to Gather the Contribution.—God
commands us to give on the first day of
the week, but does not tell ux just how
that money is to be gathered, and so
leaves that to our wisdom, provided it
is in harmony with the rest of the Bible.
Some churchex have their members all
pass forward and lay their contribution
on the table, but this is a iittle confusing
if the house ix full. Some churches pass
the baskets. [ saw one place where they
had a box at the door, and the members
put their contribution in as they went
in or out. In any of these, the disciples
are doing what the Lord commanded,
if indeed they are giving as they are
prospered.

Individual Communion Cups.—When
Jesus gave the Lord’s Supper, they prob-
ably had only one cup, for they did not
need any more. To have only one cup in
a large assembly would not be according
to order nor edification. Nearly all
churches have two or more cups, and if
for the sake of order and edification we
can geripturally have two or fmore cups,
can we not for the sake of health and
for the relief of the minds of those who
are fearful of disease, have as many cups
as there are people. 1 see no principle
of Scripture violated in the individual
communion cups, if the wine iz poured
into them after thanks is given, and 1
don't know of many disciples who would
then object to them. ome places a
stanza of a reverential hymn iz softly
sung while the deacon is pourini the
wine into the cups. This helps break
the silence and helps prepare the mind
for the communion of the blood of Christ.
I used to think fifteen years ago that
the demand for individual communion
cups was a mere matter of pride and
an effort to keep up with the timea:
but now that all the young people are
educated on the question of germs (and
there is no doubt much truth in what
they learn). the common cup is destroy-
ing the very purpose of the communion
oftentimes gy causing them to think of
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germs  instead of Christ.
should be roasonable. and be sure that
what they are comntending for is not a
mere custom but a vital principle of the
goapel. :

Orphan Homes and Sunday Schools.—
The Church of Christ has taken the
pusition that there is but one organiza-
tion, ong- body, the Church, through
which we are to work, and has opposed
the use of any human organization
through which to do work of the Lord.
“Unto God be glory in the Church.”
We have used this argument against the
missionary societies and aid societies of
the Christian Church. But many who op-
pose missionary societies, favor orphan
homes, organized Sunday Schools and
Bible colleges. '

The orphan homes have the double
money-drawing power of teaching the
Bible and of charity., How they do get
the money by their tears for the poor,
little orphana! Sam Witty seems to be
the head man in promoting an orphan
home in Ontharic, Calif., the place where
Yadsn *has now gone to be pastor “for
the Bible college church. God tells us
how to care for orphans. Pure religion
iz to *'visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction.” The Jerusalem church
took care of its widows, and a local
church might in part look after orphans
in addition to the individual work of
Christians. But the apostolic Church
had ne extra organization with president,
secretary, treasurer, trustees to do this
work. And when we form a human or-
wanization to take care of orphans or
the poor or sick, or preach the gospel,
we have left the simplicity in Christ.
There iz ax much authority for an aid
society or missionary society as for an
vrphan home. The command to take
care of widows and orphans implies ev-
erything necessary and helpful in doing
that, if it is in harmony with the rest
of the 3ible; but to form another organi-
zation is contrary to the =scripture to
“glorify God in the Church.”

We are commanded to teach our chil-
dren, and the home is the chief place.
Muny churches have Bible classes before
the hour of worship on Lord’s day. under
the supervision of the elderas or other
leaders, and they do not have any treas-
ury or officers. I see no scripture vio-
lated. But when they form these classes
into an organization with superintendent,
treasurer, secretary, etc., then they have
n body different from the ‘“one Body,”
the Church. But if a church was moving
along yithout Bible classes, and good,
conscientious brethren were not in favor
of them, I would not think of urging
Bible classex to the disruption of the
church, but would uxge them to teach
the children in the only way they think
is acriptural—in the home.

Bible Colleges.—In thiz question of
Bible eolleger which has been under fire
for a quarter of a century, I have offered
this proposition to some of the main
preachers in the South, and not one of
them would debate it: THE HUMAN
ORGANIZATION OF A BIBLE COL-
LEGE, SUCH AS DAVID LIPSCOMB
COLLEGE, ESTABLISHED BY CHRIS-
TIANS FOR THE PURPOSE OF
TEACHING THE BIBLE ALONG WITH
SFCULAR BRANCHES, IS SCRIP-
TURAL. Why won't they discuss it? It
s because it states the issue fairly.
These institutions are organizations, they
are human, they are estngl‘iahod by éhris-
tians, they teach the Bible along with
secular branches. They can not deny a
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single point in the proposition, but they
are afraid to debate it. If we can estab-
lish a Bible college to teach the Bible,
we can establish & missionary society to
preach the Bible.

After twenty-five years of trying to
keep this innovation out, it is astonishing
to see some who have seemed to be
against it now compromising with it
»everal months ago | quoted trom a pri-
vate letter of Jesse C. Bunn, in whick:
he put individually-owned religious papert
on a par with the organizations of Bible
colleges. In responge to doubts expressed
about his loyaity on the college gugsnon.
Bro. Bunn writes thus in the *“Peoplels
Bible Advocate,” Morvis er: "The
and brethren wherever [ have been will
bear witness as te. wha} I advocale in
order to convert sinners and edify Souls
in Christ. Fhédwe been—out in the open’
now almost 30 veqrs.” If my life's work
does net speak for itself, it is too late
now for me to testify.”

ere 18 some {t Brother Bunn's “open™
work, which seams wlso to have been
done-samewhat’ 'derﬁgnded. if brethren
on the ground aré 1o be believed. In
Springfield, Mo.. tHeXe are several
churches which have tried to say they
are not Bible colleges, yet they will per-
mit only those who tolerate Bible cal-
leges to preach flor them, and these
churches permit the advocacy of such
colleges in the puipit. About a dozen
yvears ago, several disciples withdrew
from these churches and established the
Boulevard church on the cast side. They
wished a church which would permit the
preaching of the whole truth. Brother
Bunn has held a number of meetings and
u Bible reading with this church, and has
always seemed to be in harmony with it.
But a year or two ago he and J. .. Fer-
guson drew up a paner for the brethren
to sign, snying that they did wrong in
drawing off and starting another church,
and that they wizhed now to be in fel-

Iowshiﬁ with these churches. These two
men threw thiz church into great con-
fusion. Ferguson hax since gone to Kan-

sas City and goes to a Bible college
church with itz preacher-pastor, and
Bunn iz a chief supporter of Morris’ pa-
per, and is circulating among the
churches that are supposed to be against
the human organizations of Bible col-
leges to do wark of the Church. “Where
Are We”" and where will the churches
soon be unlesx some one calls attention
to such work? If Brother Edward Butt-
ram had not left the field and devoted all
his time to saving this church, 1 doubt
whether we would have a church now in
Springfield where the full gospel can
be preached, but last Lord's day I waa
there, and the house was nearly full at
both meetings, and there was n fine in-
terest then and at the other meetinga |
held through the week. But Brother
Buttram probably did not average more
than five dollars a week for six manths,
in hia work of saving this church from
these compromisers, and he used up his
little savings for years. If he receives
several hundred dollars, he will receive
only what the most humble working man

gets. Send to him at 726 N. Rogers,
Springfield, Mo. The church _on the
Boulevard, including Brother Buttram,

will stand behind all 1 have said. Thi=
is some of Brother Bunn's work which
ugpeaks for itself.” and if churches wish
that kind of work, they will know whom
to call. | say these things, not because
I do not love Brother Bunn, but because
1 love the cause of Christ more,

Linking Ourselves with the Sects.—
In California there ix a "federated
church” movement, the object of which
seems to be to form organizations of
the men in every church to fight for bet-
ter things in local communities. Wm. P.
Reedy seems to be one of the leaders in
this movement, but [ don't know wheth-
er he has one of these organizatiuns in
his church or not. Last year when |
was at Coriipton, he made a speech at
one of their conventicns in that city
while I was there, and did the same at
Riverside when 1 wax there. Alsv, this
year, he did the same thing when | was
in Riverside, and the fullowing ix part
of the account of the convention: “A
meeting to arouxse interest in the state
federated church brotherhood’s canven-
tion was held at Calvary Presbyterian
Church laat night and wax anttended by
forty representatives of church hroth-
erhoods of Riverside and men from sur-
rounding cities, Dr. Harrison M. Pierce
presided. Dr. William P, Reedy. paxtor
of the Church of Christ in Lox Angeles,
delivered an address on *“Aim=z and
ldeals of Church Brotherhoods ?" ete.
Should preachers of the Church of Chiist
go into human organizations of “church
brotherhoods” of the denominations to
do good works, or should they do it
through the Church which Christ estab-

livhed ? (Sce Eph. 3:21.) Brother Reedy
ix ore of the chiefl writers in Bruther
Morris® paper.  “Where ure we,” any.
way ?

All-Time [Preaching.—Yes, preaching

is a divine inatitution, but we can not
exult one divine institution to the de-
structiom of another, It ix a divine in-
xtitution that disciples edify one another.
and that elders feed the church of Guod.
Yes, Puul stayed at Ephesus for three
vears, but atl Asia heard the Word, and
elders were ovidently developed, Tor Iat-
er when he passed that way he told the
elders to feed the church and waich and
oversee. He that can get the all-time
preaching system by one man at one
place out of Paul’s stny at FEphesus. ean
get almost anything out of the Bible,
And now comes the plea that we must
have some one present our plea force-
fully 20 that when we bring our friends
we can instruct them., | wonder if any
one deniex that. But there is a time
for everything. The Sunday night meet-
ings are supposed to be evangelistic
meetings to convert the world, If a
church can have preaching every Sun-
duy night, they can scripturally do ao,
and all make an effort to get strangers
out. But the meeting Sunday morning
was not intended for outdiders. The
diaciples came together to break bread,
not to convert the world, in the mvet-
ings when they had their worship with
the Lord's Supper as the central item.
If the world is present and hear things
which convince them, all right, One of
the most marvelous things to me is that
dixciplea who claim to have good common
sense can not see that when n preacher
ovcunics all the time publiely in_both
meetings on Lord's day, the members
become weaker and weaker, and fall
more and more into the hands of xuch
preacher. When hia personality is gone,
a good part of the church ia gone. And
it i marvelous that we can't =ee that the
sects have tried that syatem and it has
failed. True, for the moment we may
make & show, but thia one-man system
does not build a strong church for time.
David Lipscomb was perhape the mont
prominent preacher and writer among
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the college brethren in the South in the
past century. In.his book of Questions
and Answers, we have this Warning:

Extract from "Questions and Answers”
by D. Lipscomb, p. 80.—"(1) Is it right
tor a preacher of the gospel to have
regular monthly, semi-monthly, or week-
Iy appointments at the sume ¢huren? * °

“These exumplesgshow thut Paul re-
muined, one, two, or three years at a
place; that he taught in meetings of the
church and pubhely on every occasion
that offered. He also threw himself with
such energy and levotion into the work
thut both day und night und from house
to house he warned and admonished both
Jew and Gentile to repent and turn to
God,

“Public pre)r,ching, monthly or weekly,
is a poor substitute for the earnest lu-
hors of the early preachers and teachers,
Thexe early preachers kept constantly in
view the preparation of the church to
live, worship, and edify ituelf without
the presence and help of a preacher or
teacher from a distande,

“A preatcher may by weekly or month-
ly appointments aid and instruct a
church how to worship and develop its
abilities to worship and werve the Lord.
| eannot see that weekly or monthly ap-
pointments, if that is kept in view, are
wrong. There is danger, if this is not
kept in view, that the church accept this
as the permanent condition of things and
ull its worship degenerate into a routine
of monthly meetings, or merely a meet-
ing to be entertained by a xpeech from
the preacher.”

Here is practically the gist of ull that
I have said for years on Mutusl Editica-
tion expressed by this old preacher:
“I'hese early preachers kept constantly
in view the preparation of the church to
live, wovrship, and edify itself WITHOUT
THE PRESENCE AND HELP OF A
PREACHER OR TEACHER FROM A
DISTANCE." 1 have put it in this form:
A preacher should work his way out of
the xervices of the church rather than
into them. That ix the very thing for
which many preachers dislike my teach-
ing. A. M. Morriz expressed the same
thing thirty years ago (though he has
now changed), when he aaid, “There is
MANIFESTLY A FAULT in the preach-
er who does all the preaching, praying.
reading of the Scriptures, talElng at the
loord's table, baptizing, once a month in
uny given locality, and does not develop
the church so that it can hnld intencely

Lurerathmownd < spfadle wasd a0

the following Lord's daysx.” Benjamin
Fraunklin  expressed much the same
thought, and so did J. A. Harding and

Alexander Campbell,  Send to D. A,
Sommer, D18 Congress Ave., Indianapo-
lix, Ind., for his number of the Muace-
donign Call on "“How the Pope Got

Started,” and read what these men sny.
Can it be that these men were not ex-
pressing a great principle of the gospel
hut a little loenl or temporary cuxtom?
I believe thix is a great principle and
applies in all ages of the Church. In
fact, there ix not much bigger question
which can come bhefore us, for it {s a
question whether we shall have an apos-
tolic eltdership or a Romanized clergy!
Thé principles of God's Ward do not
change ximply beenuse a church gets rich
or big,

One of the chief cmruses of the Long
Beach church trouble wax that Morris
and Rucker and others were determined
to have this all-time preaching syatem
by one man. Rcedy preached practically

- T

all the time for that church for six or
cight yoedrs, Silas Settle two or three
years, Whaley two or three years; and
though they have thus had preaching
pracucally ull the time for about fifteen
yeurs by a man brought in for that pur-
pose, the church has only one elder
(February, 1930, as ene of their members
told me), und he was not developed there!
It these preachers haven’t been pastors,
doing the work of the elders, what have
tney been? .
J. J. Hogan took up the same divisive
work. He ilved and preached six or eight
years at Santa Cruz, with his member-
<hip ac¢ lLong Beach, the last several
years preaching every Sunday morning
and night there. When some tavored his
doing tae work of an evangelist by work-
ing at least part of the time somewhere
vise, he threw them out of the church,
and divided it, leaving there now two
little banas, 1 suppoze this is some of
that “evangelistic assumption” the west-
ern paper nas talked about! Fine show-
e L present L the Jord for the work
ot six or eight years!  ff you wirfn thal
kind of work, send for Hogan. Six things
the Lord hates—he that soweth<giscord
among brethren. “Where Are WeQ'

Firnest Beam helped the band there op-
posed to this pastor system, then he
uiterwards took up the same kind of
pastorating at the other church in Long
Beach, and when some opposed it, he
helped vote them out of the church. Er-
nest had written a tract for mutual edi-
Aeation and against the pastor system,
then became a pastor himself, preaching
every Sunday morning and night for two
or three years (except a protracted meet-
ing or two a year somewhere else). He
betrayed the cause of Christ. ‘“Where
ure We?”

T. L. Gray announces with pride his
wark of getting 1. [, Moflitt back into
the Morris group of brethren at Long
Beach, and an effort is made to influence
many brethren with that. 1. D. Moffit
was in mental confusion the past few
veurs of his life. Three of hix relatives
told me thut he could not count a simple
column of figures in addition, and that
when his wife wished him to go to a
doctor he realized his declining mentality
by saying he was afraid the doctor would
senedd him to the asylum. He was just
like many old people become, and like I
may become some time—irresponsible. I
saw him necarly a year before he died,
and though 1 belicved he had a wrong

~gwsition veligigraly, I did not have the
(uke advanteie™of jos*do-

unfairness to
clining mentality to try ') get him to
change. But T. I.. Gray ‘hinkk he can
put a feather in his cap and help the

cause of error.  But such work is not
new for him,
The principles of the l.ong Beach

church trouble remain the sume in my
mind.  The doctrine that elders are ab-
sedute rulers in the church, and ean
throw people out without a hearing, and
that they ean not be tried except by their
consent  (which could he never), even
when they have ax much say as thelr ace-
cusers in selecting judges, and the doe-
trine that the elders can hire a preacher
to discourse every Sundany morning and
night to them—these doctrines remain
heresies as much as they ever were, and
I xhall continue te throw my influence
ngrainrt them, Increase in wealth and
numbers does not change the eternal
principles of God's Word.

To rhow my sincerity in the matter,
I challenge Reedy, Silas Settle, Whaley,

Kepble, or Beam to affirm the following
proposition: PREACHING EVERY
SUNDAY MORNING AND NIGHT, IN
A CHURCH WITH ELDERS, BY A’
PREACHER OR PREACHERS
BROUGHT IN FOR THAT PURPOSE,
1S SCRIPTURAL. Long Beach would
be a good place to hold this discussion.
This is their practice—now let them af-
firm it. I will arm my practice. The
discusgipon can be put in book form, so
that the whole brotherhood can read it.

Conclusion.—*“Where are We?" Well,
you know where I am, and you know
where some others are. [ don’t think
these brethren should be offended at my
mentioning their names. If I have mis-
represented them anyway, they should
let me know and I will correct. I am
glad for people to know just where I
stand, and alf) true soldiers of the cross
are glad to do the same. I men don't
wish others to know their position, they
are sneaks and should be exposed. We
have too many of such today. I know
thag sneh an articje as thig will make me,
more enemles, and 1 suppose L have hoWw
about as many as anyone eise in the
brotherhood. But just so- I don't make
the Lord an enemy.

Some today are crying in substance
what many in ancient Israel cried, “Pro-
phesy not unto us right things; prophesy
smooth things, prophesy decelts.” We
must not say anything about the evils
going on in the brotherhood, it might
cause trouble, we must talk of LOVE,
LOVE. It may be true that there are
not the outward troubles there were a
few years ago, but as a result in part of
the dope agminiatered innovationism is
spreading rapidly among us (as this
article attests), indifferentism is increas-
ing, and moral corruption and general
looseness are growing by leaps and
bounds. Yet elders have been so ‘“fed
up” on “Love” and “no-troubleism” that
they no longer have the courage to keep
the church clean, but give the excuse of
a certain elder for this neglect, ‘“Every
one automatically takes himself out of
the Church by his misconduct.,”” Paul
thought differently when he said, “What,
know ve not that a little leaven leaven-

Brethren, we have another column al-
ready wet up that we can’t get in for
lack of space. We have many words of
encouragement such as this from a
preacher who has calls for many more
neetings than he can fill:
el Te ke dmand. Al they Kow: |
ledge at my command against the wrld-
lv tendencies so constantly manifesting
themselves In the lives of supposed fol-
lowers of Christ, It sickens me to hear
80 many of our brethren talking with ap-
parent unconcern about ‘worldly Chris-
tians." In my vocabulary there is no
such term as a ‘worldly Christian.” Might
as well talk about a ‘plous devil’ . . .
I am going to say candidly and frankly,
that any change or reformation in minds
of the brotherhood at large, can be
traced directly and indirectly to the clr-
culation of the Macedonian Call, I am
sure that brethren can not persistently
and consistently read that organ of truth
without being benefitted.”

And here's one from A. T. Kerr. an
elder at Brookport, Ill.: "“Enclosed you
will ind a contribution to the fund for
wetting out the M, C. 1| would auggest
that hrethren over the U. 8. give to this
fund liberally =0 that you can issue it
often. Brethren, send to Bro, D). at once.”





