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MACEDONIAN CALL

“Come Over into Macedonia and Help Us.”—(Acts 16:9.)

- INDIANAPOLIS, IND., 918 CONGRESS AVE. APRIL, 1929 .

This particular church was in a tur-
moil. The memberas were divided over
preachers. Ome had brought a law-
auit against another. Some were
causing weak members among them
to stumble. Syme had turned the
Lord’s Supper -into a drunken feast.
And one had committed fornication.
The preacher who had founded them,
hoard of their deplorable condition,
and wrote them a letter to correct
theze abuses, He told m what to
do in each caze. When dealing with
the fornicator, he s?nke in no mistak-
abla terms, , “Know ye not that
a Kttle leaven leaveneth the whole
lump. Purge ocut therefore the old
leaven, that ye may be a new lump.

your-

¢ Put a from amo)
selves that :ic‘ied person.” nq‘ln the

nanie of cur Lord Jesus Christ, when

yo are f‘ together,
spirit, with the

wer of the Lo
Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one
to Satan fur the destruction of the
flesh, that the spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus.” ¢1 Cor.
5.) n Paul penned these words
to the brethren in Corinth. he pos-
si did not know that this divine
example would be follo!
rough hundreds and even thousands
of years—to keep the Church pure—
he did not know that he had opened
the sewers of the City of living God.
(Heb. 11:10; 12:22)

All organizations, and even animal
and verhble organisms, in this
world where good and bad are mixed
together, have & sewernge syatam to
separate had from the good. With-
out such a system death must come,
for the good can prevail only by a
separation from the bad. Trees must
havh dead or diseased branches %:med
off that the good in them m un-
hampered. If you were to paint your
entire body you would be dead in a

to try to exterminate in one way or
another evils which have become
clogged in the human body. And dis-
cipline in the church is to purge out

leaven which may accumulate

whole lamp.”

AOme of the reasons that the churchea
today are declining in spirituality and
influence among people is because
their sewera have become clogged, and

:{o every ﬁoln"l
urch sxercised discipline on unrv
members., but today that ia saldom
done, es it the party has
these same "had far more in:
Rwence aver the than they have
‘now. Those ng to be the troe

that wot ted & quarter of
were a
nmmmhinw

the Sew

to endorse practices we have been
fighting through these years.

But the greatest enemy we have to
lﬂzht today ila thzr:]orlcki There S}; a
emng-up n m thinga. me
preachers are not condemning worl
things as they once did—they preac
in general principles and leave the
hearers to make the application which
they do not make! Diseaze is gener-
ally apread by contact, and that is the
reason that Christians are commanded
to “come out frém among them and
be separate.”

Through the Dance the Christian's
arma are entwined around the world,
and the physical touch in the model
walts will soon break dowun modesty
and morality. Jesus said, “He that
looketh on & woman to luat after her,
hatk committed adultery in his heart,”
and the evidence is that the dance
puts the dancers under thia condem-
nation of heaven. I seldom quote Bil-
ly Sunday, but when he calls it ‘“sec-
ond hand aduitery,” I am not disposed
to criticize him. Revelry ia a work of
the fiesh and duncing in revelry, and
Paul tells us that they who do such
things can not inherit the Kingdom of
God

Another disease to society and the
church is the theater. The corrupt
hearts of the Hollywood germs atart
the plague :oinﬁ. and it reachea to
every city and village of the land, and
even to foreign landa. The censorz
are supposed to save socletiv from this
g}n:ue. but they are easily bought,

any professed Christiana frequent
their pest houses tho faithful gos-

1 preachers and elders and others

ave warned them, and the little leav-
en of desire grows till the disease has
permeated their whole apiritual sya-
tem, Merely pmching to the people
to “love not the world,” leaving them
to make the application, is not going
to save Christians from going to such
places. When all the preachers will
show the evils of the picture show and
cry out against it. we are going to
accomplish much to save the rising
generation from its blight. We should
20 tench on the subject that whenever
anyone sees these places of amuse-
ment, there will come invariably to
hia mind the picture of a ved pard with
the words “Contaglous Disease.”

Card Playing is another plague that

of all sorta. ong. atreet
and one can see them in many
homea. On ave! traina, the
ql.::hfnoumol:n&:hhmmhm

receptions o , they are
always found. The devil has made
the game "“respectal »0 that “good”

+ whie

and the devil has taken a hold of that
instinct to eatablish the modern bath-
ing beach to sapread the diseaase of sin.
If we could have places where men
could go bathing by themselves and

the women bktﬁemnlvas. theve could -

be found no t with that; but the
ordinary bathing beach iz no place
for decent paople to frequent, to say
nothing about Christian people. Older
disciplea should not set an example
may lead the young people into
associations and sights which may
cause them to stray. Says our Sav-
ior himaeelf, * oever shall cause
one of these little ones to stumble
which believe in me, it were better for
him that a millstone were ha
about his neck and that he were sunk
in the depths of the sea.” ks
We muat do nothing to clog the
sewers of the Church. Sometimes we
may not always know just how far
we should go in church discipline, yet
svils we have mentioned sgould be
preached on so strongly that the citi-
zems in the k om of heaven will
. @lve up workl or give up
the Church. Of course, we must do
all this in meekness, looking to our-
selves, lest we also be tempted.
Another disease which needs to be
warned againat is the worship of fash-
ion. Eapecially does this lpp]{ to
the women, Very few preachers hav
the courage, it seems, to warn the peo-
ple today, lest they bring reproach
upon themselves: but, brother, will the
Lord an{. “Well done,” if you don’t
ery out? Paul put up the warning
sighteen hundred years ago, “Women
adorn themaelves in modest apparel.”
But. of course, the question now comes
up. What is modest apparel? It is
true that it is partly a relative term.
depending aomewhat on the age and
country in which we live. Modesaty
ia the harmony of cur behavior with
the standard of propriety of vight
thinking people in the age and land
in which we live. Do right thinking
men and women consider it proper for
women who are sunposed to be m\T\
and  settled in life to wear their
dresséa up to their kneeas, ac that when
thev stoop over or even sit down they
embarrass a clean-thinking man or
even woman? Many men of the
world are disgusted with the way
many women are dressing. It is true
that some husbanda today are as bad
as the women, but thé relixioun and
right-thinking veople of the world
frown on such dress. And ia it mod-

as well put them out in bathing zuits,
xo far as displaying the human form

of an elder of the Church of Christ
who was told by the lady dean in her
hizh school to lengthen her dreeses.
which ware above Tam't

vers of the

long that they are odd. That would
not be modeaty either, ir one serwe;
but it would not tend to immorality
all does the other extreme. Christiana
should try to dress so that they will
not attract attention one way or ‘an-
other. Many women in the Chrrch of
Christ today have loat res; t for
their husbands and for the \:.rd of
God. The command for woi..a to
dress in modest apparel is as much of
s command as to repent anu be bap-
tized.

When a preacher speaks on some of
these aubjects, some one is apt to
say, “Well, he would better look to
his own wife and daughters,” and
‘seems to think that that should end
the matter and stop his mouth. I
thank God that my wife has followed
Peul in these matters; but if she did
not, or my daughters, and they were
in the audience when I spoke on such

& theme, they would have tp take the,

teaching the same as any one else,
If preachers think more of their wivea
and daughters than of the Lord, they
are in the same class with Eli who loat
his life for auch unfaithfuineas to God.
And in the :lpirit of Christ’s language
we may add that he that loveth
daughter or wife more than Christ is
not worthy of Him.

But what shall we say concerning
the preacher who tries to explain
away this command concerning mod-
est apparel in 1 Timothy 2:8-15, by
saying that the connection there ia
prayer gnd that Paul was talking only
of dress in prayer. I know of a no-
application preacher who did ‘that,
saying at the same time that there
were other acriptures which had to do
with dress in general, yet weither in
that discourse did he bring ap those
scriptures, and several who heard his
whole series said that he did not bring
up those other scriptures at all. In
other words, he tried to take away one
of the chief acriptures on thjs subject
and left the whole objection to immed-
est dress in a tottering, if not tumbled
down, condition in the mind of the
Kearer. Would you call that “Preach-
ing the Word,” or “Perverting the
Word”? Is it all an effort to gain
the favor of the fair sex? I know
what it does—it clogs the sewers of
the Church, it keeps the unconverted
spirit from being washed away,
opens the way for the spread of dis-
eaze in the City of God.

The elders have a big m?omibllily
in keeping the church clean just as the
leaders of a city have a big reaponai-
bility in keeping the sewers open and
disease down, But the sad thing i
that not one elder in a dozen that I
know has cou exercise dis-
cipline, eapecially when it has bhesn
neglected a years. never
exercise any oxcept when their au-
Many do mot

they would

g

1

ld:m'i‘l:g:’iz‘ phn'.f
suth people :

The preachers, too, by their preach-
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corrupt the chureh, m;y help the eld-

ers much. But many of them are not
doing it, but rather are they masking
Several years-ago
& preacher used his soft preaching an
high-powered evangelism to get peo-
ple into the church, anl succeeded in

etting sixty or seventy additions.

he next year he went back, and when
he saw what had me of his con-
verts (it seems they were his) he chid-
ed the elders for not looking after the
sheep nnd lambs. But the elders re-
plied that the rd never ordained
them ‘to herd goals! When we have
this no-sppilcation, mere-affirmative
preaching, the church soon gets dlled
with gonts, end the elders have the
time of their lives in keeping them-
selves from being trampled to death,
Jeaus shows that one should sit down
and count the cost before ha becomes
a disciple, and how can the world-
lying do that if the preacher does
not come out plainly with the “fig-
urea” with which to do the counting?

The effort is being made to stigma-
tize the opposers of this no-applica-
tion doctrine as teaching-wthat the
preacher practically says, “I mean this
man in front of me in the second row
the fifth from the end.” I never heard
of any preacher who belleved that
such an application should be made,
AND 1 DON'T BELIEVE THAT
THE ONE MAKING THE STATE-
gENT VER EEARD]ELS[}J%&-I A

. » then, woul uild u
lﬂﬁl m‘l‘-l’of it;"aw and try to mnkg
the reader believe that his opponents
ondorsed such methods ?

Here is the position taken by a no-
application preacher, "I cannot obey
Paul's command to Timothy, to ‘re.
buke,’ if I do not rebuke every inno-
vation that is in the religlous world.
I don’t mean by that that we have to
name them out one by one, and tell
what they sre” Here we have the
essence of this new doctrine of no-
application. It is true that there are

eneral statements in the Bible, and
t is also true that there are n\: lica-
tions- of those statements. Did the
lroitollc preachers just condemn the
alns of the ﬁ‘oople in such an indefinite
way that they would not understand
what they were talking about? Paul
didn"t say simply to the Corinthians
that thay should be united, but he
told them that when they were divid-
cd over men they were carnal. He
not only told them to live at peace,
but he condemned their zoing to law
with one another—the specific thing
which some were doing. He not only
told them to live moral lives, but he
specified that thers was a fornlcator
gmong them whom th ust put
away from lmonf themselves. He
both: told them to love their brothren
and to no longer eat meats offered
unto jdols when it caused their breth-
ren to offend against God. He was
not, satisfied, as some prenchers seem
to bs today, with telling them how to
observe the Lord’s Supper, but he be-
came a negative preacher and con-
demned their turning it into a drunk-
on fesst, which some of them were
doing. Ahia is the same Paul who
commanded a young preacher to
presch the W.\:’d. hr':provo and r:bnlgo
axhort, own practice is

comment” on the command.
Pacl shows that he did mean that “we
ha ins by

i

is “try to rdn the brother-
hood,” then ead guilty of the
charge; but I shall not come under the
coridemnation.of the charge that I
have shunned to deciare the whollty
counsel of God. Mlng rmchnn [}
weary of trying to help the elders
clean out the sewers the church
which have been clogged by the no-
application, mere-afirmative preach-
ors.

But just here I sound & note of
waming. Preachers must use judg-
ment in their reproving and rebuking.-
I am not advocating that in every dis-
course, specific application should be
magde to all s ¢ doetrines which
might come under the heading of the
discourse, At the beginning of a meet-
the “wise-as-serpents” preacher
try to galn the confidence of the
people, and then show the hearer the
cost of discipleship. Buf when a
preacher goes through an entire pro-

. tracted meeting and never shows the

people the dangers or sinfulness of
tha dance, theater, and other such
worldliness, he.surely is shunning to
declare the whole counsel of God.

A few years ago & brother was hav-
ing apparently great success In win-
ning souls to Chriat, and I boosted
him. Finally I had the opportunity
of hearing him, His discourse was on
“The Body—the Church."” He n'gm.ad
his mermon with the statement, “Now
I am not here to, throw cluba, but I
will lay down thé general principle
and let 'you make the application.”
And he did—and my eyes were opened
to a new doctrine! e sald there is
only one body, one church, and wet
must not have eny other bodr, ate.,
and we must glorlfy God in this body
and must not glorify Him In any other
body, ete. 1 went to my home dis-
couraged, for I knew that the out-
sider who had not heard the applica-
tion made by other preachers would
not know what he was talking about,
that he would not know that a mis-
slonary soclety, a secret order, an ald
saclety, and & Bible college were other
bodies, through which people are try-
ing to glorify God. Other preachers
have found out that such no-applica-
tion preaching brings more gold and
glory, and they are adopting it, and it
the movement is not stopped the sew-
ers of the Church will become clogged
worse than they are, and disease will
spread, as it has always done under
such circumatances In the past. At
thin very place other preachers have
tried to find the many converts
brought in under thia mere afirmative
preaching and have found very little
trace of them, but on the other hand
have found many backsliders.

An "afirmative preacher" held a
meeting at a place with twenty-flve or
thirty additions, and the next vear I
went there and
members going to picture shows, bath-
Ing beaches, found girls going on
knicker hikes, and one preacher as
well as others, zolnac to football
games, I felt {t my duty to preach
against such things. One of the elders
at the close of the meeting told me
that these things should have been
preached on elghteen montha beforé—
which showed that they had not been.
1 had to do the other fellow’s negative

reaching as well as my own., I had
ew additiona but I had helped the
¢lders open the sewers of the church.
1, too, could have merely worked for
additions, but my work would have
made it harder to flush out the fiith
which always asccumulates where
penned-up human nature is found.

An “affirmative preacher” boasts of
how many meetings he has held at a
certain place, and yet one of the lead-
ers of that very church (they have
no elders) besought me to stop and
ch]elp Glm;'n clean the church up, More

lication. preaches "oas” held many
appl preacher many
mestings, & young man (who was in-

Mtofﬁhh:n.nldhmlon (]
to me that not half the mhzl at-

that church.

found some of the -

tend the regular services of the~ first pure, then

church, Dozens of people have been
thered into the church through this
mative” preaching (which i-gltb—
lisher tells us !s stronger than where
the negative is also presented) and
they are now clogging the sewers of
I believe that y of
these present backsliders would not
have been gathered in if the negative
side concern the -specific evils of
the world had been condemned, as
Paul shows they should be, and the
church would have been saved the dis-
ease which some- of its members see
creeping over it now. .
And so it is in many places. A tree
is known by Ite fruit.

But the sad thing ls that the chlef
means in the past of warning the eitl.
zens of the kingdom of heaven con-
cerning tHe dangers that threaten
thetn, is now closed in part agmingt
such warning: and the cry of jealousy
and backbiting is made by ita publish-
er and some others against those who
would dare to condemn this no-appli-
cation, “affirmative” presching. An_
old broth'er writes an article which
contains, {t seems, some warnings
against the demgers of this no-appli-
catlon method of pruchlnm; but the
Eublluho‘r graciously takes him under

{s wing, and protects him against the
frailities of old pge (1), by consign-
ing his warning to the waste basket;
and then tells the brotherhood of the
benevolent act he has dome. But the
old preacher sent a reprint article to
thia journal (which it prlntn) on the
nubfect, "John the Baptist’s Fatal
Mistake,” (being In nmubstante the
same thing as in our last M. C, on
“Stepping on the Soft Pedal”), and _
showed that this artlele, written by a~
denominational writer forty years
ago, had been a fuidinr rinciple iIn
the life of this old prescher. These
charges of jealousy have ms little truth
in them ma this charge of backbitin,

ctically mede against this ol

rother. (The article referred to is
s0 good that 1 reprint it after this
one). .

But this no-application preaching is
nothing new in the Church of Christ.
I remember that about tweniy years
ago T. B, Larimore, in the south, .was
preaching this way. If 1 remember
correctly the Goapel Advocate showed
its diunpprovnl of auch kind of preach-
ing. ut a preacher named Brown
heard him, “fell for” that method of
shunning duty, and tried to advocate
it in the Review, but recelved a good
setting down for his trouble. But
alas, what a change has come! Some
things the old paper once cpposed, it
now upholdz! No, it's not slipping,
it's just skiddlng over the bank and
falling upside down

Does history mean nothing to us?
Stop and to find out why the de-
nominational werld {x in the eondition
it {s. There was a time when their
churches exercised discipline,  -and
their preachers condemned the ;.v"”}
of the world. But the high-powered
ovangelista arose and with their death
bed scenes and no-application preach-
ing, they filled thelr churches with
neople who had not counted the cost.
They worked for additions rather than
conversions, The result has been that
the unconverted element soon eon-
trolled the churches and . led them
whithersoever their unconverted spirit
Hated. To use the figure at hand:
these preachers clogvﬂho sewers of
churches. and the apiritnal disense of
sin has spread through the entire body
of thelr mambership. “A little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump.”

Of course, & church fs often stirred
when diseipline in exercised, espacially
£ 1t has been neglected for a long
time. Opposition to rﬂrity in the
church becomes organised. Sometimes
the elders “see” only ealamity befors
glhem and f.]l::y shri ‘f,;omdr d‘nty.

ey I, Ve pence neglect,
but it will be only . "

“The wisdom that is from above is

- fushing the sewers of the

aceable.” Some
have tried to get of this work of
_ I church by
saying that the wheat and tares are to
grow ther till the end of the har-
vest; but they fai] to see that the Lord
anyl the fleld is"the WORLD not the
hurch. One elder shirks his duty of
discipline by saying that when cne
does wrong he "automatically” puts
himself out of the church. It is true
that & course of calomel stirs one’s
body, yet it cleans the system and
ylelds the peaceable fruits of purity to
those who take it. If the ery of
;‘pnea” llwuurrl led l;{’l‘f', as som% “t’hlh
t, peace - possibly come, but it
will be the same kind of peace there is
in the cemetery. .

Let us not get excited because there
_is some discussion going on. 8o long
a8 we discuss principles and leave
persons in the background so far as
poasible, good will come when there
are differences that need to be ironed
out. And even personalities are not
slways to be condemned if the proper
spirit is ased. I know it is not a pleas-
ant thing to go down a manhole of
the streets and clean out a stoppage
In the sewer. The alr is putrid snd
the job is unpleasant. But the work
is-aB necessary as elgning papers In
the mayor's office. Preaching on
church discipline, and making the ap-
plication of one’s preaching to the
specific sins of those in the audience,
brings the speaker into disrepute; but
the work {s just as important as
plruching faith, repentence and bap-
tism.

It makes me weary to hear preach-
ers try to get rid of this unpleasant
work by saying that not all of us.have
the same talent, and that we should /
not try to dictate the way others
should preach. Paul commanded the

reacher to reprove and rebuke, snd
{. his example showed that that ap-
plied to the specific sins of the hear-
ers; and it is Paul, not uninspired
man, who condemns such preachers.

You might as well talk about one’s
talent for drifting down stream, or
talent for resting, or talent for sitting
still, as to talk of & preacher’s talent
for preaching and exhorting without
the rebuking of the specific sins of the
people. I never did like to rebuke
people, and don't like it now, but the
ecommission from heaven commands
me and I must do ft to save my soul.
And 1 say: let the mo-applieation,
mere-afirmative preacher get down
into the manhole with the faithful
elders and preachers, as Paul com-
mands, and help us keep open the
sewers of the c¢ity of the HvinT God.
“ “Know ye not that a little Jeaven
teaveneth the whole lump? Purge out
therefore the old leaven, that-ye may

a new lump. ¢ * Put away
from among yoursefves that wicked
person.”

JOHN THE BAPTIST'S
FATAL MISTAKE

Of course Herod and Herodias had
done wrong, but that was their own
lookout. What is the use of making
etiemies out of all those who may have
done wrong? Has {t not been re-
marked by many wise people, that
“the truth Is not be told at all
times”?! Why should n reprove
Herod for this sin of living with Her-

odias when he might have known that
he would be offmded? Imm't # =

ohn was certainly a talented preach-
er, but what y motives or max-
ims could sver have justified him in
making an enem; is king? He
was at the very of bis useful-
ness, In the
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aking a great sensation if he
would only take things mdderately,
keep clear of disagreeablé subjects,
make himself por r and win some
strong, influential friends.

How strange that he should do so
foolish and unpogulnr a thing as to
reprove Herod! If he wan to re-
prove sin, why did he not come down
on the publicans, the Assyrians, the
Moabites, or the Samaritans? . .Why
not talk about idolatry or dishonesty
of irreligion? Why must he talk so
pla

of m

inly about adultery,-and right'in.

the rmcnce of Herod? There were
lenty of other people to preach to.
f Horod was not doing right, why, let

him go? Why not keep right on“and -

preach to the poor, to the soldiers, to
the common people® If Herod puta
him in prison and kills him, that is the
end of his life-work. If he lets Herod
alone, he may work for many years.
Or, even suppesing that he should be
called on to preach before Herod
there were a thousand things he could
have spoken mbout. He could have
Bmched on the arguments for the

eing of God, on the Inspiration of
the Seriptures, on Prayer, on, the Sin
of Profanity. * * * He could have told
Harod that Herod was 'a great sinner
along with mankind, and needed to re-
pent. He could have told him to re-
pent, and Herod never \ would have
fouched him.

But John couldn’t “let weil enough
alone.” He couldn’t and wouldnt
keep quiet on one only point in the
world that threatened danger, and ac-
tually told Herod that it was wicked
and unlawful and aduiterous in him to
have Herodins as his wife!

Some men never will learn how to
preach in such a way as to insure pop-
ularity. 1 duppose that if John had
lived at another time he would have
acted as indiscreetly as did Chryse-
tom with Theophllu and Edoxia; as
unpractically as Coligny or Luther or
John Knox or Knox’s daughter, or the
2,000 non-conforming cler| en. A
conseience in regard to existing evils
may be a very good thing, but it does
get people into trouble. Why can't
ministers preach on the sins of the
Jews and Chinese and Afghaniatans,
and avoid personalities that might
stir up unpleasant feelings and Inter-
foro with their usefulness? The old
colored preacher was wise in hia gen-
eration, who absolutely vefused to
preach on the sin of robbing hen-
roosts, because it always produced a
coldness in the congregation to preach
on such matters. One of the foremosat
ministers in our church made himself
s0 obnoxious to the Gospel-hungry
soul of one of the legnl lights of his
congregation, by preaching frequently
on the duty of Christian glving, that
he drove him to complain mournfully:
“We want a8 minister who will preach
the Gospel!”

it is all very well to preach duties
and doctrines when they will be well-
received, and to denounce sina if you
are sure you won't offend anybody.
But what is the use of going so far
as to infure your influence? I verily
belteve that {f John were, alive today,
he would storm away( against covet-
ousneas and Intemperance and Ram-
bling, and would advoeate prohibition
... and all sorts of unpopular thlngm.
And, even though he is not alive, his
recorded example and its Influence is
such as to lead some ministers to be
utterly devold of policy and worldly-
wise when matters come up in a com-
munity which they will persist in call-
ing by Seripture names.

However, 1 suppose John had one
racompense—the approval of a good
conscience and the sense of God's fa-
vor. Ome can have such consolation
as this if he will satisfy Him. John
lost m by not flatlering Herod;
but then K is likely he didn't preach
to get rich any more than men who
rmch the Gospel todsy: He lost his

e, but 1 suppoee he thought some
things were worth more than life.

.garments.” And it is soniethl
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When John and Herod stand at last
befors the Judgment-bar, H can-
not tell John—"My blood s on your
, after
all, to be’spared the reproac of
those who persist in going to o
wotld of woe, as well as to hiave the
thanks and love of those whom we
lead to God and Heaven.—E. P. W,
in Herald and Presbyter.

(1 have had this article in my acra
book mere than forty years, and it
has been one of the means of keeping
me from becoming a miserable com-
promiser of the Truth of God.—S3sm-
uel Piety, LaFontaine, Ind.) .

CHURCH NOTES

Some Misrepreaentations and Other’

Things.—It s saserted that I upheld
an axcluded man. Well, when "the
foundation for excluding a man Is
that he was trying to clean out the
sewers of & church, where elders were
going to picture shows, ete, then no
one should uphold such so-called dis-
cipline, regardless of any technicality
that might be used as the immediate
cause,

Yes, I took an elder's word who

was alao a publisher, when [ quoted’

the clipping commending this mere
affirmative preaching, where the
preacher went through a whole serles
of discoursea and never ¢ondemned
the picture show, dance, bathing
beaches, and such worldly things.
Read our last number on “Stepping
on the Soft Pedal,” and the reply to
it, and you will see that my state-
ments on the kind of Jamchinc done
has not been denied. ‘“From the
depths of our hearts” we should de-
plore such one-sided preaching.

He charges me with tsaching thas
uprivate rebuking is a new doctrine.”
[ said no such thing. I said, "I don’t
believe that any amount of private
negative talking will scripturally take
the place of the public mprovinq and
rebuking which Paul commands.” Rub
vour eyes, brother.

He says that we should have gone
to him before we condemned his prac-
tice in print. Why? I am mnot g ht-
ing him, but his compromises. e-
sides, other preachers have talked
with him on this subject, and it has
done no good. One man wrote him
atrongly on this subject, and he has
been working againat him ever since,
avowedly for another reason, I my-
self asked this brother on two differ-
ent occasions {f he believed that it is
scriptural for n church with elders
and deacons to import a preacher to
discourse every Sunday morning and
night, and on hoth occasions he evaded
the question, and answered in sub-
stance that he belleved a church could
use n preacher all his time. What Is
the use talking to a man who Is de-
termined to ride the fence on mooted
questions in the brotherhooed, apd to
refuse to come out specifically néllinu
the world, generally at least. My con-
cern Is not to try to save such a man
from his errors, but to save the
brotherhood from the errors.

He char; me with failing to talk
with him before writing, and yet for
two cents he could have written me
before he wrote a reply, but did not.
He does the vory same thing he
charges me with doing. Some of the
rest of us are making, of course, the
confusion and strife in the brother-
hood and he {s oné of those doing the
unity work and love work, and he
should have shown us just how that
cg:lydbl::l done! . But ho&nﬁ; u: us &
v example; when we
learn that he said, :E intend to Jump
onto D. A, with both feet.” The im-
passioned spirit in this seems to aec-
count for the many resenta.

tions and blundérs mads in the mjs-
named articles, '‘Preaching the Word.”
Please confine yourself to doctrine

and not the person any more than’
- neceasary, and ‘‘be fair,” as you u;;i

and also “keep sweet,” and let us fin
out how far we have dr!

Enu?lhu Alllances.—They may it*

was Jefferson instead- of Washington
- who colned the phrase “Entangling
Alliances,” when tell how we
should avold such with Eurcpe. The

doctrine has keypt us out of much po-
litical trouble, and the same doctrine
fa taught by the Lord regarding our
relation to worldly .institutions. But
Bro.. Reedy seems to be getting mixed
up in Southern California. hile 1
was in Compton, €alif., he preached
for gome kind of an organiaption of
professed Christians, and one hearer
said hejwent out of his way to eulo-
gize the founder of that human or-
ganization. In Riverside, he took part
in the same organisation, it seems.
The daily press says: "The first an-
nual convention of Federated Broth-
erhoods of California closed in Me-
n\orlnl_ Auditorium Saturday night
with the presentation and approval of
annual reports, including the nomina-,
tion and elfction of officers with an
address by Rev. R. P. (Bob) Shuler of
Trinity Methodiat Church, Los An-
geles. . . . The report on registration
revealed that of the 857 signed up, D2
were Methodiats, 54 Preabyterians, 32
aon%rentlonnlinu. 48 Baptists and
A

liated with the Christian Church,

the remainder being made u.B of small-
er groups. . . . George Pepperdine
was also introduced. . . . The audi-
ence stood in & moment of sient trib-

ute to Roy Seville of Pomona, founder

of the Brotherhood movement in Cali-
fornia, who passed away last fall, A
tribute to his memory was voiced b
Rev. W, P. Reedy, of the Fiest Chure
of Christ, Los Angeles.” This -organi-
zation may have the moral good of
the people nt heart, but “Unto Him be
glory In the Church,” What will this
all lend ¢o ?

The Deception by the Bible Collexe
People.—What Satan does, he does
through lies and deception. Many
professedly good people are being used
as a tool by him, and seem mnot to
know it. The Bible colleges are hu-
man organizations establishd to do
work of the Church, while Paul com-
mands us to glorify God in the
Church. The Bible College people say,
“Q, this is not run by the Church—
the conzrenﬂmia don’t support it."
Congregations have through the past
supported these schools and zome atill
do it. But leave out of account the
congregations as such, and have them
suppo and run by individual
Christinns forming themselves into
such an organization—is that sori
tural? Then on the same principle
Christians could form themaselves into
n human organization of a missionary
soclety (not churches aa such), ald
socleties, etc., ete. Brethren, why go
that long route to the digressivea?—
Why not make a short cut and be
done with it, for that is where you
will eventually land. Bro. Whaley
told Siater W, J. Stone that Bro. Bunn
was worrying hia head off zrylng to
get the Bible collega people and those
of ua who oppome it, together. My
Book still says, “Unto Him be glory
in the Chureh.” X

A Glorlous Period in the Church's
History.—When the Church in Jern-
salem waa scattered becaure of the
persecution. and ‘“the disciplea went
everywhere preaching the Word.”
then thousands of penﬁlo wore brought
to Christ and many churches were es-
tablished. Beeause Chrintiana today
do not have the zeal of the apostolic
disciples, in one reason that the Cause
fs not progressing more than it ia.
But yon can do much. I have many
tracts which you may have FREE to
help in this work if you appreciate
what the Lord has done for you suffi-
clently to distribute them. Many
brethren are enthused with the one

. Macedonian ecall.

put out in January on “How the Thiaf
was Saved Without tiam,”
ives m churt of the" v g
eliglon, and shows the reader how
t htly divide the Word as well as
to {urn - about the thief. There  Is
much valuable informaticn in it in &
concise form. Send for as many of
these as you can distribute among
people who will read them. Pasa
them out among Teople you know, es-
pecially. There is no telling how
much good you may be able to do. If

¥you save one soul, and live right, you,

will have more to your credit ih t
Judgment than Henry Ford with hie
billion .dollars, if he has not followed
the Word of God. Saving souli is the
most intportant work in the world.
Then your &0 gation may need the
Macedonian Call of January on “Step-
ping on the Soft Pedal"—it may be
slipping into the world. Send for
enough to put one into each family in
your home church. And this tract
you are now reading on “Clogging the
Sowers of the Church,” is needed al-
mosat everywhere, for it is saddening
to know that so few churches have
enough real spiritual life to exercise
discipline on unruly members: It
means the spiritunl death of the
church if something is not done, and
you may be the one to save the
church by taking a bunch to the meet-
ing house and putting ome iuto every
home. Coming at the people in & lit-
tle different way may cause them to
read the tract and be helped thereby.
Are you hot or cold or lukewarm in
the work of the Lord?

“Mutual Stagnation."—Jesus told
the apostles to “go into all the world
and preach the goapel to every crea-
ture. He that belleveth and ls bap<
tized shall be saved.” Preachers can
not always heed the Macedopian call
at their own expense. Christians and
churches as such should stand behind
them. And if ‘churches apend all their
money in lupporunf preaching to
themselves, then it follows that not
much heed in %o be pail t» thin

ence, God ordained
that Christians learn to edify them-
solves, and then thero will be more
strength to put into the effort to reach
out. Of course some men are not fit-
ted by nature to do much public work
in the church, yet moat men can be
developed if the effort i put forth
soon enough in life. Mutual edifica-
tion can be carried to an extreme. An
earneat soul and common sense are
the two things which are specially
needed. But I hate to see our preach-
ers slur efforts to develop the church
so that strongth can be used to save
souls in other flelda, Vernie Gilbert
gmched at Van Brunt, in Kansas
ity that he had another \name for
mutual edification—'"mutual stagna-
tion.” He then told of some weak ef-
forts put forth in his home church
and made light of the work. I won-
der it Bro. Gilbert has done a ing
to help develop those men at home.
Has he tried to obey the command.
“The things which thou hast heard of
me among man{ witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men who shall
be able to teach others also.”
Vernie was a young man when he at-
tended my Bible reading at Hale, Mo.,
and I cou"d have made light of hin of-
forts an he is now of othera, If Ver-
nie woul¢ do what Paul commands,
posaibly there would not be “rautual
stagnation” in hs home church. Some
churchea meem to think_ that If they

had a preacher all the time, they
would n giant spiritually; but the
socts have theirs all the time, and

where are they?! Your physical heart

may work all right, but it you do not -

have cxercise on the ‘un of every
member of your body it wil

very 8 . You may have
reacher all the time, but {f the

are not
be weak. If God's p!
to work well, chanme Founohu
:;h.o plan, for the (]
at.

I
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MACEDONIAN CALL

WHAT SOME THINK OF
“THE LITTLE ONE-
MAN PAPER” -

Preacher: ‘Just received your Mac-
edonian Call and it stirred ma up to
want to do more. Have had it in me
all my church-life to develop and help
in developing the church, From the
very beginning I hated to see & ane-
man rule, or one man do all the sing-
ing, praying, reading, etc. I am to
g0 to —— and with a view to help
teach young people to be more attive
in the church. The last meeting I
helped in in — T urged on two
young men to take actiye part. I can
seo the idea of preacher every
Lord's day is growing more and more,
but fortuna for us the church- e
soclal In government. But we muat
use all them we can., Then you
have sald somd things most of ua are
too cowardly to' say about the money-
grabber an looklnz two. of three
years d, and being too much for
their own and not out for the whole
world. I have sesn many things along
the same line for several yesrs, but
for lack of opportunity along with
ability, also courage, have not reached
very far. I feel quite sure your ideas
of plain preaching backed by plain
elders — not leaders — and deacons
backed by piain people is the only
thing that can save the Church from
shipwreck. The craze for ball is
something that is filling the minds of
the young people with sin and foly,

. Yours for a cleaner church and
more of the ‘old stock.' Am encloairw
81 for a few M. C. Not mnch.
lve and the Lord permits, I shall do
more some day.”

Preacher: “Your M. C. and Helper
came duly to hand. Read with care
your ‘Stepping on the Soft Pedal,’ and
think it is unanswerable. Fire many
more shots like that and you will take
the kinks clean out of them. For a
long time 1 have thought that certain
writers for —— were soft-pedaling,
and | have no reason as yet to doubt
the integrity of my thought. I ex-
pect 1 did more reproving than some

. publication in the

“] could mat upnu in words how
much 1 lp?ﬂchto the Helper lnd M.

C. 'l‘h- !

pedal,’ eas! oY mﬂnﬁmm

"!‘“‘ﬁ the time, ﬁi“w‘;'m what is
Paul Som-

wrong. Do pray for us,
mer was here among us. No othér

oung wman Is to be ssen ike him.

Yes, thnro are mome st¥ong young
men.—D. A. 8.] I know you are
tlunk!\ll for him. So much for train-

ing.” (Many of ou have heard Dan-
fel Sommer, aniel Austen Som-
mer. Possib you would like to hear
Daniel Paul Sommer, the third gener-
ation of his line. He is oper for
mee . Kesp him busy. Write
hlm)O Congress Ave. Indianapolis,
Ind

“I have read your literature some.-

and will say I am very well pleased
with all I have read so far., Will-en-
closs my check for one dollar for the
M. C. and Helper, Seema as though
—— expects disciples to follow elders
whether ht or wrong, if one can
judge him by his atatements. Our
cnse here la not & hard one for any-
one seeking the truth. Juat last Sat-
urday night, I saw one of their wom-
en members [those they withdrew
from] take her daughter about six-
teen yenrs of age to the picture show.
Several of theh‘ members are regular
attendants.”
An elder:
C.. A= it seema to be right to the noint,
I for one like the plain nreaching. and
I atand firm in the old Jerusa'~m doe-
trine, and I believe vou do'n'sn and
1 am with you aa Jong a8 ven da, [
am not the aoft pedal kind. I am an
elder here and I sometimea preach.
... I have been censured for beinz
too plain. they say. but I have made
up my mind to hew to tho lino. and
let the chips fall where thev will, as
long as I stay with the Bible. and 1
think I understand it well enough to
know what my duty is. I have been
wondering 11 we could got vou to hold
our meeting. I think vou are
just the kind we need heare” (He
sent some money to help the work.)
“T told Bro. vesterday that the
Macedonian  Cnll
may have had & great part to do in
bmk}nz down the ——iam here.

of the church hers at
thought was necessary, but [ saw they
needed it and administered the essen-
tial remedy. Those whom I rebuked
never did have much use for me after-
wards, - are all soft pedalers.
I have heard preach many ser-
mons, and if he ever rebuked or re-
proved any one, [ failed to hear it.”

“T have intended to write vou and
tell you about the wonderful work you
sre doing with the M. C. Just aa soon
as [ see my way clear ] want to send
yod some money to help along with
the work you are doing. 1 am sending
you one dollar for 35 copies of the
Helper. [ want the last lasue, ‘How
the Thief was Saved Without Bap-
tism.! Keep up the good work you
are doing with the M, C. and God will
reward you in the end.”

“This January M, C in the best I've
seen—just  what 7 back-aliding
church needs. I am dellxhted with it.
God bless you, Bro. D. A. May your
courage and stamina hold out.
ia your friend. He alone hath the
words of eternal life. Those who re-
b:e’ such wholesome rebukes and re-

ing exhortations cut themselvea

off. I wish thousands of M. C.’s could

be in circulation. {Ha encloses a dol-

lar.) If T ever get in shape to help

vou more I sure will do it. It’l a pity

that M. C. could not erowd out other
journats leu effectual.”

“I have been getting some papers
from you that are just simply fine.

la:g {ol.u- some li:omy short-
you good
(He senda one dollq?)nr

and nmlae to the Giver of all

good things.”
An elder: “The M. C. for July.
1928, just vead. Wonderful! Too bad

ever{ reader of the —— can't get thia.
[Tt ia up to our readers to see that
disciplez get it. Send me names.—
D, A. S.7 Put out all this you can and
urge the readers to help support you.
It it were not for you it looks as
though am 100 per cent for
you. and want you to alwaya send me
conlea of vour literature. a8 soon as
nrinted. and will alwavs help you.
i{He nends a contribution with every
{zaue.)

A preacher: "“Your bold efforts to
eall our brethren back to the Truth
are worthy of greateat possible sup-
vort of n'l'l the brotherhood. I refolee
that I can live on earth in thia day of
multiplied opnortunities for doina
wonderful Truat you may be
spared to extreme old age to share in
thin great restorative movement.”

An elder: "Wlth thix T am handine
to vou my check for 82 to ald In the
axnenne of Inst lasue of Macedonian
Call, which appeals to me as the beat
{ssue.” (Ha sendn us a check for each
number. Who will do likewise ?)

A young local spsaker: "1 recelved
the Call and Helper. Thev are fine.
Right in line with what I have been
reading in Jeremiah. The neople de-
aire smooth things and that la what
they -are getting. The preachers now.
T think, must be about the smoothesat
lat that have sver been since creation.
And then with all the heln they have
in the journals ——. Well, one who

Ihv:u and hnhu the truth hoh

ut aa craxy as suppose {
thought Noah was vhon e preached

“T certainly like the M,

the flood in such try.” (H
[} ldrymoonny (&-l

nent five dollars from
) mhhhtmlly.udhuxmaqhuk

 Da hent the M. O goine)
" An :ldu-: “Your last H. C. and

Holpor were mure fine. I don’t ses
how such writing car fail to do good.
It surely will enoco! urﬁo thoss who
are contending for the old paths. m
the dear Lord bless ‘ycou and strength
en you for the confl Nwhlehmbo-
fore you.”

A worker: “Think they are the
beat you have sent cut. I sm enclos-

4ng two dollars to hélp in this work,

and would like a few more copies to
hand to others.” (She has sent money
several times. We have plenty of
those on the Soft Pedal for mem
and Holv the Thief was Saved Wi the
out Baptism for outsiders. Semd for
“trn many as you can use. They are

\)

An elder: “Your last M. C. and
Helper aro the best yet. O how we
should appreciate such l:l‘r because
such teaching is sadly needed today,
and there are 30 few today who love
the praise of God more than the praise
of men. I fud'a talk with a so-called
elder of the Church about five years
ago. He made the remark that, he
would not allow the negative side
prediched to the congregation, He
aaid it drove people out of the Church.

I told him it was sad that the Apostle .

Paul did not know as much as he
did.” (Query: What weuld these
feliows do who teach we should fol-
low the elders whether right or
wrong, ‘if they belonged to auch a
church? Let them anawer.)

1 have about twenty more such let-
ters as those [ have just printed, of
commendations of the teaching in the
M. C., hut. there is not space to print
them. Hesides, dozens of brethren
and sistera have spoken to me person-
rlly in terms of favor of thiz much-
needed work. If you mdom '.hc “old
wave’ and are opposed to “sHp-
ping'* going on, speak out, lnd throw
your lnﬂuonce for the right. You are
needed NOW,

You will notice that *“the Little
One-Man Paper” iz some bigger than
it was. It cost 815 to make it so.
Shall it atay this size dbr must it go
back to the smaller sixe? It is up
to you to anawer. You can help
much by sending for & bunch and
distributing them among the mem-
bers. Send me names of all you think
should read it,

Ninety - five - Per - Cent - AfRrma-
tive Preaching.—Some statistics have
recently come to my attention. SuP-
pose [ preach seventeen discourses in
the course of a protracted meeting,
and never preach anything negative,
except & little in a most general way
with no application so that the hearer
can know of the specific evils, and
then  suppose that I hold er
meeting at the same place and prea
seventeen discourses, and preach prac-
tieally nothinf negative except one
night, when mention in one dis-
course mbout a doxen t.hln{u Satan
is uaing to destroy man’a acul {(among
which doxen things is the card party,
dance and picture show, on each of
which evila I apend about five min-
utes),—can 1 truthfully say that I
have done the reproving and rebuking
which Paul commands? That means
thirty-threo diacourses nearly alto-
gether affirmative, and one diacourse

negative! Five minutes to the pic-
ture show which is doi s0 much
harm to the Church, and 1 minutes

Thirty-four dia-
coursea o ing the Word,” and
practically mothing said about the
specific doctrines and commandmenta
of men which have caused division in
the religious world! Paul said, “By
the space of three years I ceased not

to warn every one night and with
tears.” Paul was hnllhdm sav-
ing the we? A crop

churches, are
of Christiana ralsed fmm ninety-five-

~ will be happ,

per-ce t-nﬂm ve sead won't have
u: tive (ﬁppuition) in it to

ht the ! preaching
M w warnnge, i e’ does ia
hu-l.(u Paul did his) will do much
hulbriu or leave a crop of penitent
souls,

How Some Pureats Disturb Relig-
lous Meetings.—There is but ono place
that I have held meetings the past
two or three years, that I have not
hudt.olpuklboutehﬂdrcnmhl:g
over the house or going out. Al
the time one fets started in the dia-
eouru. mmn fttle child four or five

f out with fts mother
or hther behind it. I have been in
meeting where the same party di
that practically every night. Now.
it Is true that sometimes it can not
be helped. But most of thia disturb-
“ance can be helped. Parenta should
see that their children attend to all
the wants of nature before they go to
meeting, or go out anywhere elas;
then they should set them on the
seat and expect them to say there.

It is well to have a few minutes
recess between the Bible classes and
the worship, to attend to the wanta
of nature. But children should be
set on the seat with the understanding
that they are to stay there till the
meeting is over. A little self-control
will do the children good. If they
won't behave themselves, don't take
them home, for then whenever they
wish a change they will have you
take them home; but take them out
and treat them as they say my mother
did me, and bring them back, and they
to sit still unmolested!
I am not talking of sick babies, but
of spoiled onea. It's not the child's
fault—it's a lack of manhood and
womanhood in the father and mother.
Too much "nurture” (affirmative),
and not enough “admonition” (nega-
tive) backed by parental authority.

“Understandeat Thou What Thou
‘Readest?"—Many people say they do
not get much out of the Bible when
they read it. The Simplified New
Testament is the Kin ames Ver.
alon, with mnniy definitiona and head-
ings and translations which will heip
the reader much. 1 am receivi
many such letters as this: “Please
advize me it you publish a Simplified
Bible the same az the New Testa-
ment, if so what would be the cost
in a dozen or fifteen lot. I already
have a Simplified New Testament and
like same very much.” I have gone
through the Old Teatament with that
in mind, but the expense is so t
that it has been postponed indefin-
itely. I have hundreds of unsolicited
commendationa of the Simplified New
Teatament, and If you don't have one,
you may benefit yoursel! with one,
as have these others, It makes a good
grnduning present, If you already

ave ohe, You may help others in
the Church, or out, by showing them
yours. Price 82.40 Imitation leather;
genuine leather, $3.40.

“In meeknessa instructing those that
oppose themselves.”

‘I am pure from the blood of all
men, for [ have not shunned to de-
clare unto yoy all the counsel of God.”

“Go into all the world nnd' preach

the gospel to every
“It ia better for them-not to have

after they have known it, to tum
from the holy commundmont delivered
unto them. But it is happened unto
them according to the true proverb,
The dog turned to his own vomit
again, and the sow that was washed
to her wallowing In the mire.”
“Com let us reason

ves, o be
lntlnhltb.zo e
time s come that - t
TR ook Begin ot S what shall tha
n at us, what sl
ond olh&ﬂn who obay pot the





