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ISN'T THE DEVIL LAUGHING AT THE WAY HE'S "ROPING" US IN%

« By decoeption and not by openness, the devil accomplishes his evil
Purposea 6f leading souls astray and hindering the spread of the gos-
rel. He never somes out and tells whatihlis ultimate plans are, By .
}ﬁood words and falr speeches he deceives the hearts of the sigple,

@ 18 a llar and the father of lies., No wonder raul speukk of the
"wilos of the dovil”, and wams Caristiane against them. Satan him-
self 1s trensformed into an angel of light. It is no great thing
therefore if his ministers be transformed as ministers ef righteous-

~ness.” lMany good people are decelved. Wg must be on our guard.

In this day of ease and indulgenae he is gradually throwing his
ropes around nany members of .the Chureoh of Christ, and binding them
fast, Ho 1a doing that on our presching g¥5tem, He wante to kesp
us from roeching out into new fields., God's plan 48 to put men to
®¥ork in the Church; and wa know that members of the shurch who do
not work azor bocomea as us¢less as members of the human body that
arec not exaeroised. God ordained that evangeliats develop teachers
in the churches, for Paul daid to Timothy, "The things whileh thou
hast heard of me among rony witnesses, the same commit thou to faith-
ful mer who anall he able to teach othors also." (2 Tim, 2: 2,) .
While 1 Cor, 14: 26 prefeps primarily to inepired men, yet 1t shown
that they did not have & one-man system baok thers, "How is it, bretha
ron? wihen ye oome together, every one of you hath n pealm, hath a "
doatrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath nn interpretetion.
Pauld sa{a to the Ephesian elders, "Fmed the ghurch of God." (Acts
20: 28,) In severnl pinces Paul snys, 'Edify enc rnother."” This
810W8 & system of mutunl tenohing emong the brethren., Elders were
the leaders, for they are the "oversesrs’ and Pnul says also thoy
should be "apt to tench”, (1 Tim., 3), and "able by sound dootrine
both to exhort nnd to convinge the Bainsayors,” (Titus 1: 9,) By
this system the men would be kept more interestod, and proachers then
opuld te used in their scripturrl work of going out and bullding up
theo new and weak nlngaes, .

The devil knows the power of the divine soystem, rnd so he is try-
ing to met Geod's pooplo to modify it, He 18 not saying that ho wishes
vo odopt the modermn pastor syatem, but that 1s his ultimate nim. He A
18 getting some to gny that wo must mnke n good impression on our
nelghbors und therefore we should heve more preancning and less de-
veloping of the hone talent, One of the smoothost things he 18 now
PUtting over on us 1p this: "Wo are going to support Evangelist
Blank and use him in mission fields; and then when he 15 not engaged
Lore, he con be with us at home." That mounds very nice, but how
deos 1t work? I do not Jnow of a single plnce where theK have so
usod a man long., The preacher loontés Wwith n church, He pronches
around o 1little noar homo., Wenthor or hnrdness of the misclion points
keops him at home very often. Brethren begin to sny thoy need him
there anyway. The elders 1ike to bo relievod, the mcmbers like to
8it lnaotive, the preacher is anxiopp to be nt home, and his wife -
1s delignted, These nre four stron arguments for his b&uiing
a “settled minlstor”. And tho dovi laughs! He has nooohpliched hie
bDurpose little by little, and by deception.

I believa that the Drrotlce of having preanghing rll the time by
&n lmported prencher is unsecriptural £nd is the foundntion of the _
oman Catholio Church. God ordnined thet elders "feed the church of
@0d”, cnd Af eldors onn tranafer that duty oo some one imported nnd
rired for that purpose, then we oan hnve substitution ~ll along tho
lire, Probably nina-tenths of the public feoding of thc floock 1s
dona Lord's day morning and evening, Very fow are at the prayer-
aectings, where possibly an cldor tnkos part somo, Besides, this
- Preashapr dogs prn,ot,ioulg'y 011 tiv, prduct fondiue of tho floek
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&8 he visite nmong the uembers, for £re not .the elde¢rs "too buay"
to do thert, and besides don't thay fnire the prencher to Go thotil

A shepherd is one vho Teads a flock or leads it so that it orn feod
iteolf, and a schepherd is n pastor, for the word "prsetor" ls‘'only
the Latin for shepherd, and comes from the word "mi.soo" whioh lenne
"to feed". Now I contend that an Imported preconor (or prenchers)
who, doea all the publie feeding Sunday aornings rud evonings, and
looks efter the lombas and shocp privately--ls f w.stor. Elders may
be doing soiie bossing,but they are not seripturcl shephurds.

I anm exceedingly sorry that Bro, A. k. Morris s porultied hincelf
to e decelved by this error, Af indeed he in deccived, . He hes per-
nitted himself to cater to the indifference of lazy elders nnd en- .
tertainnent-loving members. The Long Beroh church trouble had
thele apostasy at ite foundation, éays Bro, Morris hliself, Gn the
front_of the’church house at Long Benoh wns the sign, "PREACHING
fACH LORD'S DAY, W. P. Reedy, Minleter.," Sone opnosed that systou
fnd a diviaion resulted, I did not go to Long Ber.ch to uphoid car-
tain iienin nlliﬁggir wnys, but to oppose the uaseripturel asycten of
having "Prench/Zeth Lord's Dry." If soue of ghosu men have -elnce
proven themselves treltors, that 1s a different questlon, I uphold
no one in evil ways.

Thies L. B, church tried to establish clsewhere this oystun of
"Pregohing Ench Lord's Day", They hnd J. J. Hogan put in hls aew=
bershin with them, and then to go to Srnta Cruz, where he preaschud
pra8tiocnlly every Lord's day ond night for five yonrs, cnd took charge
of the prayer nectings about half of thet time, thousn there gere
members of the ohurch who hnd beon elders elpewhore. They proposed
to do the same thing at stlll other plaosa.

Bro. lorris endorsed this systom and fought for it, «dmitting thet
the Long Benoh church was Aivided over nn effori for iutunl efifioca-
tion. He srid concerning those opposed to him, "Thay wure not ~ncne
able to gospel restrainte, but were continuully :.11ling with the -
Mutual Ediflication progran, imnperatively dencnding its adoption.
There wes rbeolutely not a hint of imiorality againast the elders.

Lt wpg WHOLLY ang SOLELY the HSRESY of D. 4. Saymer's_tregt fon
wutual Eﬂlﬂigg&;ggg;ndopted by these folks, ooupled, of couree, with
thelr erdent afirchnoent to Harpor nnd the nutusl intercste they held
in this controversy." In othor words, Bro. Morrie denowncud cs "here
esy” the dootrinc of D. A. 8.'s trret that elders "mre to feed the
church" snd that they oeon not transfer that constantly to prenchers
inported for thrnt purpose,

In one of hls tracte on this affair, Bro. korris saild in his de-
fense of "Premching Erch Lord's Dny", "This 1s no atteapt to -oay tant
all churches hanve to have regular prorching elther all hie tiue, .
three-fourths, half or one-fourth. ZIhat guestion 16 not deteriined
in the Serintures. Ench gongrosrtion must degide thct for 1tsclf)
but in no omac for others. If we are awsnke to theo noedd of zlun, ve
wlll uge the GIFTED ones who are BEST phle to instruot us, WAZNEVAR
we gan do 8Q," Here Bro. Morris showed agrin thrt hc considercd it
scriptural for elders to shift thelr "feeding" to nrerchurs and thus
have "preaching each Lord's day". And this dcotrine thnt we should,
use the . onea who cre BEST x£x able to instiuot um, WiIENEVER =
would lecd us to get the "best" prerchers we onn, Then why not huve
the "best" churches govern the weak ones, (which nystem L. B. noturliy
tried to build up), and then we have started good and proper toward —
Rone? And the devil will laugh louder?

In his paper, Bro, Morris has continued to advoonte this dootrine
of "Proaching Eaon Lord's Day". In his issue of Hny 15, 1927, he trbd
?0 pull to hls slde Benjenin Franklin, the founder of the Roview, argngt
" This distinction 1s clear. Nevertheless, sone scribes dencunce
- every feithful prencher, who preaches regularly for o congregation
onoe & uonth, as one-fourth pastor; twice a rienth, ns one-half pno-
tor; and epoh Lloxd's dny, as full-fledged pr.stors, They tliue denounce
net only this princely teachor and great editor, but nultiplied thousw
ands of the sourklest, purest, ablest lien who ever lived, It distroases
one to see such work. They fail to distinguish botwoen things which
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differ. The word 'muastor' gones fron thoe orisinal word ueaning
shepherd, and oldera nre the shephffrds, rulera, and feeders and\
guardiena of the floock of God, or chwch, Yea, Bro. Horrie, and
how 18 an elder am "fceder" when he turma nbout nine-tenths of

the public and private feedlhg over to thu preuncher when they

have presshing "each Lord's day"? If Bro. korrds hud quoted the
full text frea Franklin, it would have ruined his nrgument, but

he garbled Frenklin, Hend for ry $ymct on Mutwl IZaifisetion, for
1t contains 1t all, My contentlon is that the slders should "feed"
the churoch,- as.God o 16l andé thnt the preachers shoula go into
the_new and wenk fiegggjbﬁae&%ﬁntil thia 18 done will the kKace-
donlan eall ve heard as it should be, .

But there aro othors who talk &€ writs fn favor of the unsorip-
tural sysiem that elders con shift their feeding to preachers-in-
ported- for that purnose., OCne prouinent wilter scyst "Now I'a go-
Ang to say soaething that nayoe so.ie will not understand ne as L.
nean 1t.., You npay sny thnt if there's danger of belng ulawunder-
stood, Ifd bettsr not say it at all. That's true, end yet I feel
that we nced a lesson just at thie point su badly that I'11 -take
tha risk. I'1l nake this statenent to begin with: Wo've rllowed
ourselves to becoms 80 pad ¢t the 'pastor systenm' of the Cnristlm
Churoh that we've gone to the other extreme andG donu ourselvea tnd
tne connunity in which we live a wrong so great th-t we ought to
rapent of it in sackeloth znd ashes. BErch church of Christ ahould
support a preacher to work, bhaving the church thal suppnrts hinm
& center fron whioh to work, Not #n bulld up a strong church to
rule the little aongregations -that rnay be establisnud, but ta unke
bellevers and worshipera. The preachcr doea awt have to npeach
for the shurch that has undertaken Lo supnort hin regulsrly, But
AL he scouts around the comiunlity, and 84irs gp lnbereslt Lo such
an extent that nunbers are nregent every ord'a dny and gvery wcel-
day Reoting Al nls invitation tuhear the Word. Muo's going to aqy
-that gone young wan, or old nan for ihab uelier, who 1s ank ablc tg
giﬂhill divide tne Word, ought te inke the place of the SR Quer

f gourss, such an oscaslun as thls rarely exists, but--why does-
n'tit sxlst? Just becnuse we've allowed ourselves to becous 80
gad at the 'pactor ayaten' that we eondemn the good features of

1t as well as the bad,

Here 1g sonething new. Y. In other worde, such hen as Danlel
Sonaer, A. J. Nance and G. B. Hancook were not intaelligent nor
ssriptural in thelr denunclatlop of the prstor bysten, but were
slunly "mad”, and that the writer-who never heid a protrnoted IR
neeting in his life, never nixoed auong the cnurches in guneral,
probably never road a hundred pagea of churen history which show
how apostasies i%gin;-with one awathe of the pem 15 golng to -rco-
;1f¥ their ulstakes. Surely a Goliath is artsen acong ual -

« If those are the principles of his publicntion, he wlll have
Yo quit his boasting that it hns not changsd. 3. And™7T the preach-
%grgco qgg;ound and gets nunbers to cone lLord's dnys to hear the -
i ﬁ %8 that ho endorses using hir: to preach on jiord's dﬁyﬁg
= eh would mean eyvery Lord's day, as the uinlster is now "loonted",
urely the devid "1s sniling agaln, for that e exnotly the wey
Yhe Aoator ayaton of the Sriatian Church heoans fWLLY established.

haThla writer nay say we misunderstand hin, but we know that he
t090§1d1°“19d outunl edifieation slnoat every tine that he hns
; uched 1t. He writes every wesk, and yot in all his writings

or the past few years I do not remenher readling fronm his pen
%aIOrg of encouragement in behalf of a church'a developing its

2 ent 80 that it gan take oaro of i1taclf better publicly and
olders oan bettor "feed the church of God", The church of which
g: 1s an elder, the prat winter had preaghing alnost every Sun-
Jay for several nonths, though they hnve considerable talent. .
.1 noetings of the church he has severnl tines prelsed ertain
ga:rOQ in another oity, where they have a settied preacll svery

day axcept on raru ccoasions,.and srid that that church is

doing nore good than any othor he knowa of, So I af not tnink..
that we misundorstand hin,

hxinrf¥§ Review of May 3, Dan¥l Sonner wrote the following fron
¥-five years or nore of experience and atudy: "And now
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T awntien want 1s still fir wonnoe crong Aisolples. ken that are dis--
posed to settle dovm 1n une éonrunity nnd prunoh,\hnve:sglCuu or
never sought one of these murlil congregt.tlons, nnd‘ﬁor§qn‘f0r thelr
own living ot sgne aecular oclling, end bullt up that kind of r con-

. ‘gregation to strength ond power, But they have, with one accorg,

wolted t1ll evengellsts hove vislted such asseilblles, olften lecolv-
ing little or no reiunoretion, and bullt then up into streagth.
Then those gentlenen of pastorntling inclinations linve gone to such
nluges and wheedled the nenbere into the conclualon thuit what they
need 1s "o preccher.all the tine'. Thus it hos been; thus it is;
and thus it will bo., The deulre of gertaln prenchers to stny &b
hone and the indolence of anny church ienbers have tagether founded

the pastorstc zoong dlsciplos." I supoome D. S. 1o "anc" at pestoralld

A few weeka after thls proposition for s nuvw asveuunt raong us,
- preneeer regeived the following: "Just rerd your Notes soncern-

ing so-oellsd 'pastor asysten’', and prouounce thea scripturnl, -prace
tlozl and loglenl. I encdorse your sontiments and wisit Lo ary thaose
principles are those for which o ldt'of us fcllews kave heen con-
tending for nontha." Yes, YnCen is oue of thesc fslloug, and he
dividsd a church by forelng hiuself on it, snd in now pestor of 1%,
anc¢ has reccntly hrd ¢ college preccher to hold o i.ecting. A Tow yeorc
ago the writer of the counlicent vhove triad to Lring te n ruellza-
tion this berutiful nicture, rnd he had & certaln chwweh in kissouri
bulld hlaa parsonnge. He worked mbout half his tine with that
church, and with ¢ oouple of country churcies the rest of the tl.us;
but the dleture of the grent uisslonary worlz eoon fadod frou his
niné, and he was renldly beouniug the pastor «f thess churchcs,
but the country churches rebelled. Recently he held o Leeding ot

e city church, anc. tried to ride over the herds of tvo of the eliers
and half of the congregetion in trying to loente hlliself there,
and "roust about wnd stir up an interest', ond presci, ctold? He
nearly aivided the churan. Now hc says he will leave the ndnlstiry
and go to ssgular worlk.

Cn one acorslon Paul sald he would have visltod ceritin wrethren
but "Setan hindered". So, ..any todny would snve toula but Saton
hinders., Qne of his chdlf wrys 18 to nake Christians inifferent.
Parents have becone indifforent rnd rre trying Lo throw the train-
ing of thelr children upon Sundcy-school terchors nnd day school
Leachers. Christlens ln guneral wlsh soiie wne. €186 to <o chariuy
work for them, Elders nnd others wish to hlrc »ronchurs to o
thelr nublie and orivate work for ths Loxi, The wetceh vord, "Eternad
vigllence 1s the price of liberty"--spnlles to religion ns well as
uwolltics., Every Carlstinn shnuld be on nis gunrd, for-- .

Seten ever wntchss 'round hin,
Segks to find the weakesat »urt;

And in honentc .08t unficeced,
Quickly throws his flory dnrt.

Dgar recder, 1f you are one of those who are Geteridned not to be
traxsed by the Cevil, send for r buandile of thls nuiber of the .rce-
donitn Cnll anc eoirculete then asiong those wiw need then, tned thua
hely in the good work, Or, send us the nr.es £nd racraesses. It
18 only by belng vigilant, nwnke, that we oan sc.ve our libertles
in Carist Jesus., Reienber, too, thot it tekes ootuy to buy stea)ns,
envelopes, paper, vte. I an donatlng iy tince, wvhish runc loto—<iys
on eech Nunber. If you yish ibls :qcedonden Cull o wilsit gou
regulaply, diod e a oard, for I exvegh Lo revlse sy list, and I
gsn pat tell shetper nove oved, oJon't forget this,

Seng to D. A. So:ncr,iéig qugﬁgsu Ave., Inddcnapolia, Ind.
-y s - D beiiatean ol et i,
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. WHAT SOwE OF THEWM THINK, --"Liked lrat No. very :wch.” (Mo.)

I certainly endorse svery word of it." (Mo.)--"I think the i. G,
artloles are splendid.” (%Lll.)-—“Just rend No. 4 rnd like it fine.
I find encouregenent in it." (Me.)--"I went to tell you thnt {our
le.st &, G, 18, I belleve, the best you have sent out, and will I

, 80 sure bring good results." (Xy. elder.)--“Brethren nere nove rend

your last 'Crll', and pronounce it better."--"It cxpressss Ly .senti-
nents better than I ean <o nyself," (Iown lencer),--{But aucoe hue
run out and I shall have to quit.)





