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...I3SIO:'>~ID: L"'TTER.--No. 4.

p_r-lt:.t_iru:, Drifting, priJf'tine;.

Dear Brethron:--
t' The Macedonilln call i3 btlll eoum:ing, the cry of
~'ne ul1I'edcomod is fltill 1';0inB forth, and an a:-,pe9.1 1'01' n lmowl­
t~~C of thr true way is fltill raised to hsaven; but the noiso of
has' ~onfus on and fltrife among the rrof<!ssed follo\'lers, at' .Tesue
sir rownod those criss for help and ti\'sse ur.l'edeomen ones nrc
If rkin~ into thoir Gravell without hearine; t~e gospel in lts purity.

we can get at tho root (or Rt le~st El root) of this strife
possibly we can romove it and e;ot wherou\';e CAn surely no more'than
we arc doin('; to savo tho lost.

In tQmporal matters '.e are driftin~ mUCh. Our oourtB, schools,
homos, etc., have drifted muclj fl'om wlll',t they W<!I'8 forty yel.rs El60,
/lnd tho drifting is towl'rd the bae, in moml tni1l511. Ho?,'ev£lr, if th16
dri~·tinFlf'0uld stop in temporsl matters th3ro n.ight be . Bome hope, but
it hUll reaehod roligion as I"ell, the fountnin frum which tileee ott.er
inst,itutionc aro to be purified. There wr,s a tilT:e when all denoDJ-
inatlons exorcised church discIpline on evil chnractere 1;1 theIr
widst, but very few of thc popular oneB will now exclude a u.nn, I 'J

rr.atter how bad he is, if he is a "good payer". Church buildings for
prayor r£ve now become entertainment halls. Most Protestants no
10:1/501' protellt aeainllt Rome, but are, drifting to her festivals, con­
fessional, beads and mere outward religion. If John Wesley were to
come back to earth today, ho would not recognize the people who cla~;

to be his~~owerThe~Y~r~~V.an Church is dS far from the ori6i-
nlll teach"t'n et~/1re fI'j?m Wesley's; so far, lndee~,
tnat even a /nijan Catholic ls uskin~, Wi1Elt has become of the olu
timc Camr)belll tG pre" char?" Ti1e "kingdolD of the cl£ll'f~Y", JlO mUC!1 do­
nounc(ld by Alexander Campbell, ill as firmibY es:'nblished alDone; the dl­
grossives as among the other denominationo, ann no longer GO they cry
for a "Thus saith tho Lord" for their pract1ce~. The Bible college
people left their pl'incijJle of followlntS the Bihle only when they ea­
tablished human organizations of Bible colleges, orphan horuell, old
folks homee, etc., to do part of the wor~ of the Church; -nnd they
huve largely thro'rn thelr elders into the bac~e;rounn wi thAi t-t!l.1j'...1m '"
tors whom they gently cull "sottled minister,;" ,just HS th~<l. t1'l y
years ago. Murtln Luther sald that one Beneration is ElS 1008 ae a
reliGious revival lasts; and John Wedey said th~t i,jethodists livs
plc.in, economicf,l lives, and soon become rich thereby, n:1d then drlft
from their former "iety. And thio spirit of ~postnsy hne surely
tc.ken the movome'1t of which \'Ie are a ;mrt.

And now '<e come to those "/hol1l "/e call the fEli thful Church of Chri~t.
To think that we could be uninfluenced by all thin Qrlfting arou:1d
us, is to think that the days of miracles are not passod. I belIeve
that most of the division and strife among UCl is due to the driftil~5

among the brethren. Tho denominations about us clln put a thinC'. to 1\
vote and all drift a little further, but there are still ronny ln the
Church of Christ who are determined not to drift; Rnd then trouble
comes. The period of Grent material prosperity which our country r.ElS
had the past fs~ years, has made its mRrk ~pon us, just ns Wesley
said the acquiring of riches did on Methodists. It ls the old, olQ
story of ancient Israel that "J£ldhurun wp.xod fflt Elnd kieken."

It is well that we take an inventory of our bnckslid1r.gs that we
may see the real cause of the troublos in Zion tod~y. Some who
ir. the past have beon strong for fie;hting 'lvil through the Church
alone, have joined the~selvos to a secrot politlonl society to fi~t
t,he en tholios, and oh'1rohos have been di vid'ld bocLus6 pronohers lec­
tured and talked for tl,ls Bouret sooiaty. Some ohurchos which have
[ougnt battles sP'.,&lnllt Biblo ool1.op'.oA I\r.t\ /V,in!";cl viotorlllll, now nrs
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loosenin~ up so much that EOome of tlfelr TJromlnllr:t le/lcl.er" r.re wiN­
1ng tt? sUfJ''ilnderlto thP.t !\tlostn:Y and 'oln hand Ini hEtnd ·:/l..th tnumi .
~nd fie B ble co leBe peopJ.e in turn f,%"e rtI'iTtAne m,o a llYo:'W-
gflP:ueness", I¥hlch fon edltor of the Uosnel Anvoc(,te nb"lOre~ I
navo seen younger pre1'cners .who lI"ere f.t fll·st Rtrollt5 in heir (\6-

nun~1ationll aer.lnst eVl1s, colte to the pl>!'ulr.r ....ry of prel. ch1nb
In p:cnorE'.l ,rlnclplee:", and of telling the ltucUencp.s thrl they
1¥0tl1d leave them to l'lr.ke the e.!'pl1c1'..i.lon--A thlng which the f.UCi!­
U',cc would not, r.nd coul(l not, do. I kno\·; churches which r.r.ve lost
10.11 tho l~lsslonrry ze"l .....hlch they ever hr.d to':rrd counce.ng out th"'.
'lord; <'.:,,1 t'lcn when one trles to stlr theF. up by sholl"lne; them U·.elr
tr'lr'..,s;"·,d1t1 r ,, so!!!e writers. ':111 I'.poloc;J ,e for ther:. r.nc1 hl:1der f.ny

,... t .. ,-, ... ~"urbln:>; thelr slumbers •. Yeo, brethren, there·ls I~t";..
driftln", c.rl "tlne;, end there 1'.re so few ~~hoJhf\ve ~(l1'r~.3e to comE.
out t.nd ';arn the p30ple. The splri.t of c;et tcgether ie f,ll rl::nt
on personnl troubles where tite truth of God 10 not Involved, bu""
such :)le"£\ Is b·elne; used I"'S E'. pretext for loosening up dor.trLlr.lly
1'.1l¥1 reorally. It Itl the ~piri t cf cOl!:promise with lhe worl'a.

I know fI' preecher "Tho w,.s once strong on el(l.ers' beln.:; SUbjects
of d.iscipline the f;m~e ns others, p.nd wrote 1'. ~"ct ctefendlng· the
proceG.ure where r.~l elder vins trled regf'.rrlless of hie dett;r~,ll1f,tion
not to tJe tried f'.t E'.ll thOUGh he hr.d the prlvl185e of choosj.nc:; the
.tribunr.l thf, oC'.l!le f'tl hIs nccusers; but no\;· th,t pref'.cher h •. tl lent
ftls Inftuenca ~n overthro\\'ln() the thln"e iJe once builded. In the
1 ev1i¥( ·",ent:(,- ive yenrs I'i,ol he niolltericl80. strol151y the, t elder.s
snou Q ~ aBle oped to feea ~he f Dck of God, by rir.yln~ llicnV other
tnlni\8 tltlt~x!{wUke thi s, ""e pre,.chers mus t b'" s,. t18 flee: wl th :-/0
success thnt dOBS not ltif',ve the ELDEJiS, def'.cons, f'.nd T2J.,;EERS
bC,tt"r que.lifled to do the mit>h1..y work which Is intrustEld to t.hem."
(Tne cc.pi tnl,; ere his.) And yet no,; he lorowe his ton/3u6 f'."l·,l ran
I'1.f,Elns.t thls tef'.chlne; of hin, p.nd shows tMt elderH no ll"t hl.\'e to
ftJ~d tne church, ns ?e.ul co:nmf'.nds, but they Clf'1. h!'.vc "reE:uIn.r
"rG1'.chln~, <:lther ALL hls time, three-fourthfoi, '. etc., for "~
Is not,. de1~1'1:,l:1ed in the Scrlpturos." If tn,; re{-.ner wlshes LO H

the tUIl tUllt of this"fE'.ct' nbout" of thls !'ro:r;lntint old pre{ cher,
let .1im si;nd to D, A. Soml'ler, 918 Congress .!,.ve., Indll.nt.polifJ, !nc:.,
for It. As C'. frUit of this prep.cher's chflh5E, 1'1. certE'.ln yount:
pre?ch"r carried out this old prcl\cher's neVi princi!11es in r. "I"oml­
n"nt"Kf'.nSlts church, pushed to n vote hls "rel\chlos tilere "nll the
time, dlvlded th<. cilUrch, r.nd IH no'.v l)f\stor of thr.t churchi l\nn
this SI'I!l'" old ;:.rench"'r who hns r.ll\de this Chf'.lltS8 hns !:S0ne there '.nd
Gndorsed hie: 'Iork of divislon "ubllcly, so thr.t It coKes out in th.C
Cl.e.ily press. Thls flip-flop of thl" f'ged pre'1cher hr.s brouc:ht mucn
confuslon to the brothernood.

A certaln. You''1E: prel'.chert"lped 1'1:5ht thls "1'.11 tn0 time" pr",r chl:16
system of tnis old prel\cher, ",.lsin~ f'. c"rtain trf'ct 0n ~,utu{.l Edlfl­
cE'.tlon, find <oven writi~le; OilS of hls OY.Tl ntl strong l.tl I llyer \/ro-te
c~:·~lnst the "olle mp.n" system" but when he flnds tnl\t he ce.n become
thl! "one man" hls tune chnngbs. '1e ')erMl ts chl1dren P 10i1~ 11'1 th . etro.,~
,'cople to vote in busln<;se m""t1.ngs of the church Foe to the ;.1o:.ni:16
of )c.sefl6cs of scrl;:.ture on which ['.re. bascd Hll exclusion of tneUl(oero
",ho E'.rG hlndrances to hls rule, I\doptlng In this S~,,;t6;'1 of votine;
ono of th~ c;rentest evils In Chrlstendom. And he runs pLSt th", "1,1]
th~ tlme" ,rerchln,' Christians whom he opTJosed, nIl th" .~v to the
~. u • ..
-lble c'ollec;e peoplc, and jolns hands \,lth those who hr.v" not only
tho flUmftn orennizr.tlons of Blble c111egefoi r.nd other such i:1stltu-
'.ions to do "'ork of the r;hurch, but hnve the very p~~stor system
o'ler which In pert he helped divld<:ct hl0 home conGrt..l3ntlon. ,Tohn
says that If 'Ve ellrlorse errorifts we nre partl'kerrl v,lth thedl In th",lr
evil de~ds. This Sfo.l!le young tnl'.n 3f11d In n privE'.te letter to IJie, nl,r,,:,.
',sd Oct. ':!3, . 19':!6, "I hflve much respect for :'ou f.G 1'. preflcher of the ­
30spel. I helieve you to bo sincere ttnrl honest :."le~ I think you nre
:.:1tereGtbd 1n bU1llllng the Church In nccordancl" wi th th" New Tes-
·.aMerl t ,at tern. " I am so rry thf'. t I cr.n no t 0/' Y the BRme 0 f him,
~or I re5l'.rd hlm C'." e. trf'.itor to his br"thren ',ho hrve s",crl1'lc6d
ao l'1'~ch to help '~:)hold the simpliclty In Cnrl~t In his home congr"!5Il ­
·,lor., t>.nd v. trP.l',or to t!le ;'cw Tc:;tp.me~lt It3elf. r.ut thu Sl\n t:'1in,e;
: 9 t:-l!l t 'r,,,, i,1't s decc.i'led severn.l o;uod bl'(] thrvn by hl e ;111 L 18<1.din5
~'l')t,erf.,~~ on the. collr'l.;e queeti<>!I, holdln~ ul' to tb~lr view R c.ol­
-ese ""len n"ver "ns find perhl'.ps TlcVfJr \\'111 (;xist. nlhny fI ttme nnve
I (.skcd, 'lIho "'ill h<o: t"A Il"'Xt, 01.<:. to "1'100 ttbout" l'r',ninnt the Word
or God? 1>0 ':Iou £l.B!':. We,y nru 'If' (./ni" .., so lalleh trouble? 1l0Vi cc,n we
e:<:r>tJot D.nyt·;\.lr~~ olz.o 'n'h(n~ f\f) '~"'UY ''orr) IJb"\\I,.1111'. ,,, t.iliA wily?
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I know nn effective cv~n501ist ~o hnE drifted nuch in h10 bUvi­
ness l'.ffalrs, so thl'.t by renson of his 10.03en6B8 in nu~ he .hr..s .
workcc~ confusion nnd dlvlsion 1'.i'lOng "hurchen, 1'.I1C' cHvie.ed bretortln
r.nd tlvon ff\l!Il1leo) r.nd he Me I.'J.oo us.,<,. roO old '!lre/'chHr t,) bolster
hll!loelf yp. I !mo,: of nn' el<'.er Vlho beCRno confllC:p,rr.b:'..;- lndiffe::-­
ent to thtl church (eoine to picture ....r.()\'/s, "tc.), Ev 1nc:lf1"p,r"nt In­
(I.tle(l. 1".nd 170rldly that his wi fc to<.>lE hcr tr0ublefl to 'J thE;rB; (,0(1
thon ..,!'Lon cVf\ngoli:;ts i';ent n,el i,rl.tld to pu~'ify the church, [ ,:ivi­
clan occurrod, \"lith eJOl!le prvfchel's tnXine; th!': ol,~." of l,)QclenesB in
d1601:,l1ne £'.n(l: 1)).11 othtlrs t.he.5i,le 1'.t)f.lllst ~tJ /·n" .luch confuslon
hf' .... bp,p' '::>1'0\1, 'ht ".l!l0'1~ the brilti:r"n ~'tlCnu6r. of thi" '\1'1 fting. I
know ~11 eld&r in r. p:",o:')inent ch'.4""I.r. whu 1,')9''' thp. f,tnn" tho;r.c ~R 00
f\u,thorlty for tlctE'.bl '.Gr,.tn..j noro thl'.n onG c:lUrcil 1n r. c1 ty, r.nc, if
cn~thlng t:ls€. il; Gt<:~tJ~;J, ~hc. b;"ptl'~.m rciO'..l1cl 1'.11 c,':uv to the; mother
churc1'\. on lo'iI'd':; ('r.~' r~ornint's; '.I,el ~c i11'.cl wc!'k",·. c~:mllic'.er"ble confu"

,alvn over his C'.I:!lh1.t.10t!s P!('.TlG) :'1~.r.t~":·Bt.e(·l n:l~o ::i.n oth€.:]"" rlf.ys. r,'ho·
flill b€. the next on<l to C'J:VOCI'.t" SO:j" RO"llRh noetrlne or Svill6 wurld­
ly plC'.n? Driftlr.e;1

Wl'\.['.t elners tonny I.r" eXA]'cis1.ne ,11,,<::lr1:l.ne1 i·.ost of the,. p,;n"it
the c{lurch to 5" the wr.y of lr·".ct rus1ct"ncc. If f'.n cVf,nt5eli6t .
pref'.ches ctron~ l'.('I'.lnGt \;ol'l,\1 ,r:/ltR, [.'1(' (,o(;e f.,.: bc'eOl'lb offencleQ
thfJ tl:Lderil often :~oI'l'1~t.thu:b :'bW tr)cltet.,te: thl't tl,ey 0;,A11 ,1ot hf.'oe
thnt strong pre!'.!;!,,,:, !\,,~.L1, not' ~J1'\e 11k" i,l,'1. When,. certl\in church
WHe docldin,,; whlch of £'70 ev ..·.nG':11 ~ ts to heve to c:>,·,(; t.o hole, [c L'!eetr
lng, one of tht: elcl8rs o'lin., "Brc .• ::ll.r.nk ",ill br1ng th.. iJluHt pvop,le
into the church, but Bru. DHon ':! 11 (10 the church t.h", :j,">lt g01clJ '
but c.nother elner ln thnt e:ilurch ,;:.1.,'. thnt tht:y ":",ulc'. hr.ve·-no ),lure
6 tron,,; !,:>reachin,,; 111:e Dil >ih ' s. 311'.o'~ ',Vf s the 11'.n t'l,' ~r ee,i t fo)', f nel
thus ope:r.vd up the; \1f'.y to Grift fU::-:'':Icr into '·",rl,'1~r.es6. It 1"
t,he 5h0\7 before th'; ";oriel t,r.no M05t rue intercbter\ ln, not renl con­
verAion nnC ranl spiritw.lity. ~rifting, Gri~tln51 I

i.r.e.ny eln&rs ere tumln!) thelr 1<0r1{ of f',t:dint) -th€< flock OVdr to
praach"ro. Mto.ny ch:.i::-cne<l 11-1'" now i11\V iiltS pre.·'t:i.1nc hl'lf tho tln,,;
cnrl SOUle, all the tJ.C'lRj I'.ne: in 1\ sftC,'rt .1:ile thc' f:tl1-f1o':e;e,1 p<.e­
tor systel!l wl11 be ;~irr)l~r eot"bllsho::d, for thnt 1" eXl'.c~ly the way
it Cf'.I~e ln ~.l!Iong th<- ,\1o~'<-661v"e. E1<ler6 do !lot 1''''1'117,,, thr.t lt l!lny
601on be likc th •. folloufing CI'.60.l or recent ektt:: A pI·p,['.cher .... r.s 1l
prOf ching ell the tln" fOI' r, church; 01'\<; of till. ",1,1.(,1'5, , ..ho WC<B f.
locel proLch"r, e'e~~c1e(~ thnt thE; n", ON,er "laR not I\!)ollt.ollc, r-nd
trieC to btO~ it; b~t ori( 1.1pcrtc~ prDr~haI' pl,e 1:' to ~ vote, cnd
votoc: this locnl prer.ch"r out of thb ,,1<:"1'0;-111', ,tnt: tin~ out of the
I;!'.Y. El(ers \,'ho "'ill n"t hel:> us f1l(h~ trols .. I'll i,r~' ,;'>on unsent
the.·~6elv,,(;. Prec.cilinp; "r.ll the t1..e 11:'. .)1 ,,['[.1'. for •. r;nl1e ,,,·1th Ull,
but 'When the neVmOSI: ',CErs r:,wr.y "/e uh:'-ll h-.vv no "orc i!1t"r""t thl'.n
the S6cto with the1 l' peRtoro. It ls ccp.vel."r'i:H,t,· llot t'i'\LE:r~.in!1~nt,

thf'.t ls going to h01<.' ~h& true church t06eth"r. Our dl'ift:'n6 '1';111
flnC'.lly 1e1\0. to Bpl ri tur.l <lee th.

SOrle men hf'.ve '7rltten !~rtiele r,fter f'.rtlcle tr~'in8 to ShOll' tnr.t
1\11 th" trouble in Zion is b",cnuo" th," (.vnnp;(.list.; Fl:'f; out of p1[.C6.
I c',o not apologize for evnn6e11sts "'ho ",I\y eu boyui'\( their l.uthol'i­
ty. :But it ls the (uty of bvr.n~"l1sts to rep!'ov& nn" r"bu]t& :''.0(, to
try to hold the bNthren to the' truth, nn,l. of courso ....h6n th(.y ':0
this> trouble o.ften coueE. Anron en,l the· I 91'1'.•;11 te~:HJl'~ l5ett1nl5
c.long flne wl to their 50lc,,,n enlf till :jc,le~leso".f. (~) I,lor·ea r.p­
per.rdc', I',n<: "ce-usee! trouble"; fln,l Ahr.b l'.n,l Jf\ze'otl:1• werG hr.Vl:,g I'. gooc:
tlme wi th their fnlsd prophets 1.111 EL. jl\h, tht'; "troubler of I a·­
rc.el", Of'.I)e upon the scene. So tonl\Y )1C'.ny chut'cheB Ii.re "o1ng well
in thelr own eyee t.111 a fl\itht'ul gosp,;l i)Y'Cl!lJi1'!r e,r.re p::-flE'ch the
truth and etC',nd behine: it. The:-e I\rl.l goo,l "I'.·,;·.,;e:lidts I\nn. bl\e, onee,
goad eldere anrl bl\0. ones, f'.ncl Bood unoffici<.l :-J ... ,ber:J 1m', br.C: on€.B.
The trouble i6 not specil\lly bUCf.U6t1 one :11 rt.l~ul~,c c.lp.ss is tryin6
~o lord 1 t over the 0 thers, b'lj" :b..o-'~_I\,).V~.~..tJ:'.et" ;"~' ~ C;~:i1-"~':) 1':'I:!J1" ):­
~ of re11g10n In ~ll..cJ..ll..lI.e.P..!!. I ":lsh ;. c,,,,:(, iy,t ,I,j's,,).f to be­
lieve :W1th some tm-.t we ('.re ltvinl' ln ti1C, ~f.Yfl o'~ :""Oi''ln; but,
everytning convlncea lie. t.hat wo p.re 11':. ;'." til til" ,1n;;& of Jerl~luir.h.

Let us not ilJRglne tilat goc<l,"-coody pr~';c":''''''; :'i,('. ;1:': :.1.1(1, ic £,,,1nt>;
to eeve tl;le ohurch from the spirit ,',f t."l" 'ml·lc'. \Iil~':h ,lHh erupt into
It. I believe that only the Btror'f;C.S\. ~~nr~ nf pro,;c'1ing l\n~, Ilr~.t1ng
1fil~ s~ve a remnant. rrol~ goneral n!lUB tl'.Dy. nnd tiln t thn t kind of
prenohing ls golng to stir thillge.
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Out let not tne earnest soul blloOI!l€' wef,ry with the strife. ~ The
wh~~e-th1n8 is ~art of the gr~RV plan of Gon. In o~:er to be free
lJorfl.l r.gon tao..:JIe inust he.ve bt>th gooc'. fl."l~. ~vil plRcHcV baf()r~ us;' nnc;
in order to be pl'E\ised \'Ie muo!:- have a ohr.nee to r"nist t'ifl CIvil r..m.
('CCO:;lt the goo(l.•. The hi'story of ntlnkim"i is th", stci1'y of rao():,t.1ng
ene, reJeoting the 6Q.0d, the' histor~' of bnck'alicl1ilgo nnc1 rb{arllf - •
tions. Refl,<l the hiatory of Isrue:\. in the w!.le1el'<1eHB, 1n th" r,erioel
of the JUC:gea, I'n(1 in tho:.l'c,H orthe kii1t(fJ. ',ihen they \/p.nt BO fr,r
in their sinB, then God aent Ill'turl',l, or IIpec1l',l jUC1&ltJ.ltt: u.Jon theil.
Throup;h wcrs' nne'. other dOElol:'\tionlJ hls llGOtllH \',oire il\l:r\Jl~("i, B"rv"c1
r'ol.:l [1"" ',le, then b"8an ln miother 5"nerl'.tlcl11, th",\.r .il( Din of ,·)".".~t­

ine; fro.J GOd. So it hue been in. the Cil\ll'ch. On", g"n·erl.tion n@lts
for oertr,in priDolplee., the noxt Bunerf'.~,lcn "m.'o~',; tilose 'rll'111Ci 1,l",B
t-nC: c:ri ft a .11 nwny fro.~ thel~, r.n,t .thE til1.l"C"i 6f..n,H·:: ti"n knowe v<,ry
little r.bout the prinoirylcs thr,t their t,SHn,:r.rth,,u·,,, fO'-le;ht to \IP­
holcJ:; nncl the bnttle :.lust be fOUg:lt 1'.11 ov<.l' q'jr.in. "Thflre ..\Ibt
noods bo hercBies r.l~onll ~'ou thr.t th,,;\, ,'1'\" I:re r:.,Jr"v€c', :ll'y bfl "':f"tA
i~£'.nifept." So it M,S ffver bLlen, r.n( ·I'.lw·ys "/ill bu, unt-il tile lr3t
bP.ttle with sin ~ill hnv~ been fOUGht, ~n~ ~ll tho 0v~rcouern ~ill

hr.ve boen e;1'.therec'. to thtJir rust. M~n ',/ilt chr.ngo, but Go<: io the
Sf.,lO yesterclr.y, toc\r y ('.n0. forever.

\

Ev'ry huucn tie ;'1ny perish, friem~, to frien(~ unfr.ithful ~,rovej
Nothors conae their o'~rn to oherillh; her.yln nn,: errth nt lr,.st rEor:oVej

But.!l2. ~nr:es crn ett ....ncc Jehovnhls love.
[bI'i3il t, j

In the furnr.ae God DC.y TJrove' the~. theno" to h1'ing the" for-th I:Gr;;/
But ann nover ceree to love ·thee: thou r.,rt )r .oiou::. in Hi~ liichtj

God 10 wi th thoo- -Gor1 thin" ...verlf. at1n~ ll,5i1t.

The ~.Bo of eese r.nd lntiulgenae hna l~ft its' bl10hti.ns t"u'ch up,n
t.ho Ci,urch, nnC: the tiue for renl st.rug/Sling hr.a oo..s. ThlJ if, :10
+.lne for Pf',ronte to shift their wori~ of tencil'.ne; their oi,il,"il,...n in
;.)Orr,le to school te('chera or Blble cch.)"l toncnersj nor for ,1c'.er3
une: Ot.horD to ahi ft tholr work 0 f feeOn/5 till; ohurc.:h nn,', to,:i fylng
one enQther, to proF.ohura; nor for prenchcrs to shift thcire "f
~lc.~ting now churches nnt:. helping wenk one8, t.O--;lO Qllil, lenvin6
.tneJ.r God-a ointed nO k . nor ia ita tillA to oonpro,li8A iii th

o ""or ,hor or e ere an - 0 erE . .e1!el't ttlnmrr prench't}rt.l .who­
.'.re deter..iine<l not to oo~pronise v;i th it. It, iE n ti~le for· LlVf.ry
one to b", 1.1 his plfloe, doing his GeJd-np!JoiJ1tbet \1ork "i th all hiB
h"n't. Drifting \7ith the ourrent v/ill b1'in5 us i!lto th" grent culf
of, eternal; rUin, \7nile only plod<UnB fit the oArs tiill ~}'jng ue Up to
~oc... ,Le're:, Sf-ve us froB thia plerBure-lov1nc.\, <'.uty-shlrktnc; [.nd
nell-G?'iftinB ngo in 'vhich \';0 live j nne''. IJri'1g us out .-,f this c:ivillioo
~nd strife, ~ ~i~ied find ~is6ionnry ~hUrC!l.

---U,)O--_

T.O THOSE who havo not seen before E\ oopy of thH Laaec',oniE\n Call,
I snall atate that our plan is to flenet it out once in two or th:oee
l'1ontns to help stir to f)ref'.ter work for the Lor<l. Tho; It!hetltB \.It,1I
E. circular l .... tter will h"lp to cnton th", atto:.ntion of brf.th:Ofln, :1.n::1,
·~E\!1Y preaohers and otrwrs fire o.Ol'li·l"ndin(:; th" plHn. lie r re tolc1 tre t
\VB' ere doinr; r;ood in helpinB stir brethren. The next ;'0. will btl
on the i'r9blol!i of SaVin,;; the Youn~ ?eople, n grl;I' tly ntGlectt.d
ill'oblel:l yot fl. most il:;;Jortant on". I hf~V" b""n f,uko:.c~ sov'er,;l ti.:rell
\7h~' I- did n,ot prir.t in trr.ct forn the ... rticlcA I \il""tti on tills lJul~
j <oct ll&Vr:lrQ 1 yer. rll a~o in the Revi '·IV. T]lA nf.xt No. will d01.J. \1i th
that SUbject, fmc'. ",'ill be ryl'l~1tetl in trp.ct forn. This t1'AC·i. t.nfJulC:
59 1.J.l.~0 f!.y"~.ry h(.)!?e o.f trw Cht.:.rc·~ 9J' qnr.;.R,t. '~ill y.~.l! he-lp "put-­
it thel'e? ! 1'.," tionl'.tine: ",rf',cac.~.::'ly 1'.:,1 "~y work, which rI.;r]S into
dr.ys. nnd even weelrs j will ~_~1 help pI1~' for th€. :·It. tul'inl? ',.1'1 t"
r.l<; ho"/ mrmy of the t:oacts y~u wi2.1 m ,.. <1 fo~' free c'.iHtl'lbut.1on, or
se'1d me the nuces r.'1t:. El.clc1reeses. whllJh I will llke butteI'. Bl,.;,t
a b~n<1J.c tl'.Jr:en to th.; Ree tins hnus& MflY eccOI"r>llnh 5ron t goo<l in
fl.?:nICenlng Blee~ing ~l!'en ts thn t Beo no 1.. the Cln!l(Sere thr. t be.:et
thel.r cr.ildren. Send to D. J.... SomPler, 915 C0l'!.5l'lJS8 Ave., In-
dinnu:,oJ.is, Ind. --- .- .. -- ....u.__ .- . -- - -..
--~- "~, f!!..d, t;- ..;:;;t./.
~ ---... v~



Ind1a~po11s, Ind., Apr11 18, '27.
918 Consross Ave.

We'are enolos1ng No.4 of the I~oe­
don1an Call,1n th1s envelope. Consider 1t oarefully, for it dea~
~ith a vory v1tal sUbjeot--DRIFTING; Wnen you have f1n1shed
rqad1ng 1t, ask yourself the ~~est19n, Am I hindel~,ng the salva­
tion of souls by dr1ft1ng 1n dootr1ne or morl~s or zeal?

\ I wlsh to thank the brethren for sendlng in money for a tent;
'but af~er we wrote that a,peal wo found an unused tent 1n-Illl­
nols, wAloh has slnoe been turnod over to mo. Tho money sent '
has boon ~ls~osed of as the donors have slno~ diot~ted. I have
two tont moetlngs booked for thls summer, and another m1ssion
moot~n~ wlth a no~ ohuroh.

Is your home ohuroh p.roparing for 'sreater work for tho Lol'd?
How many of tho m~mbers oan sit down wlth an open Bible and tell
an outsider what to do to be s~ved, and &ive him book, ohapter
and verso? I do not believe that ~ne out of twenty-five mem~ers

in the averaBe churoh of Chrlst oen do that. I h/we trle", lt 1n
dozens of ,l~oes, and th~t is my deoislon. Ho~' would you 11ke to
have a week or two of B1ble dr1ll th1s fall or,winte~? Why not
make arren~ement8 now? It 1s just as 1mportant to get ·members
into th~ work as to Bet them lnto the Churoh,

I just reoeived the following ln tOMY'S lllRl1, ""ould you please
sond me a oopy of your poem, '~y the Ch~roh is not Convert1ng
the World'? I thlnk it the best th1n5.1 ever read on the sub­
jeot. I just got throuBh preaoh1ng a sermon like that last
n1ght ~t th1s pl~oe and they tell me that 1t w~s the b~et thlng
they ever heard. I only wlsh that more pre~ch~re han the cour­
ase to tell the brethren their shortoomlngs, etc. So far we
hl,ve had f1 fteen addl t10ns I',nd I surely told them the1r duty
BEFORE th~y oame In. The ohurohes have too m~n~ of these half­
Qaked 'Chr1stlans' ". I don't know whether this brother thought
that I ~rote the poem, whloh I dld not. ~e h~ve some of these
poems left. Send for as many as you oen uso. They ~re frue.

Here 1s what a few more think of the plan of the .~oedon1~n

Call: "fF sure the plan 1s a 1500C: one ~nd ~ w11ling to help. all
loan. (Supt. of County Sohools.) "I tlndorse the plan nne,
trust that much e;ood l:ill be done." (Arkllnsl'.s pruacher. t " I
Llk~ that wl'.y of aroualn8 slee,y Christir.nfl flue. Tne lflllt one
on At Ease ln Z10n', was so good." "No.' ret chad 11~, anci I
r~~l1ze all too well that thout)h 1t 1s snd lt 18 truu." (Ueb.)
"The 690d sorlptural teachlng of the •..noedonlan Call is noedud
1n many places." (Ohjro.) "He.ve ree.d the exoellent nnd tlmely
... C." (Pa.) "We think the 10000oedonlnn Cl\ll flne, and rend them
e.nd pass them on." (Ind.) "\1e 1'.11 th1nk the ....noedonlan CI'.l1 plan
a (5ood on(,)." (Ill.) "Thls seams to mo to be one of' the b6st
lssues~ (No.3.) It ~111 surely tnke effect on some, 1f their
minds are not hardened throu,71 the ev1l prllotioos of: thtl worlc\."

" .
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"It I s- nne I Just r.hc.t VIe netid." (Coloredo· preaoher.) "I I'.lll one
to enoourage this good work I'.lons." (Arlz.) ":lour letter (il. C.)
18 to the polnt; \il11 assist you ln IVhl'.tever wny I OM." (Fr.r
western preaoher.) "TluInks you for 1\ copy Qr the IF-et No. or
~. C. Whloh I oonslder the beet sheet whioh hns renoh~d my de.k

_I'O!' lllAny a day." ("'lseour1.prel\oher.) "En,,:i.o.eed find ~1 for
oomo ooplee, and n smnll bundle of the ~on~erful poam, 'The.
C'!l'lroh and the \7orld I ". (Prel\oher.) ~ I looked them over re;'

, peRto~ly, and handed them to peovle ~ho were nnx10us to get
thom. They are f1ne." ,

Bro. L, E. Ketonerslde of Bonne Terre, ~o., hP.e bouGht 1\ du­
~)l1oat1ng maohlne on tlme, r.nd le pr1.nt.1ng trl\ote to t..ry to stlr
~he brothren to t5I'e~ter mleB10nnl:y wo:rk. :"f.lt t'1e .ch·l.lrche~ 1n
wleeour1 help hlm pny for the m~ch1no rn~ th6 m~t~rial.' He 1e
donntlng hiB work. Ineter.d of dle;coul'f.(~ln5 every eor:pturr.l
o'rfort to stlr the brothren nnd r.dvl\no{:l th'l eoa;)(.I;1., eXc6pt that
r:hloh le under our o:mtrol, . a8 'SOl!le Itr" dolnc, 'le should enoourn/9:l
euoh~ efforts. A preachlnB brother told mu ~ fow dnye ago
that ho vleited n oertnln ohuroh ..hlch was b~lng et1frbd to
~rel'.ter mlselonnry work thl'OuBh the i..t'.cedonlf1.n CI'.ll. ~!:!£!:h!

nr·)D.eJ!. f..l1.Q. eJi..Cl.z:e_s.Jlll P1. rob1' 1M' l:.eJ.,U~e !:l"i1JbE;.r.~. in your church,
l'.nqJ_Q..t. ~~ liM::!!:llllllli. &M. Q?. Every 'little counte. R .whar,
1f y'0JJ, lef'.ve the ~iork of tht; Lord to the "other fello''''''' he ls
probl\bly dolnB the eE'.l!l6 to you, I'.nd thE'. t 16' one of t:IS el'.US£JS
of the indlfferenoe nmon5 the brethren. .

If every Chrlstlan were Juet 11ke me,
\~.t kind of 1\ Church uould Christ's Church be?

God does not approve 1\ couree of oonnuct ~hloh lf onrrle~ out by
other Chr1 stlane would deetroy hi e Church. "Exr.mlne youreelves",
brothren, before tho Lord eXI'.mlnee you nnd finds you "wantlng".

hork for the nlght lB comlng,
Under the sunn6t skies;

~n1lo their b~lcht tlnte ~re glowlng;
';;ork, for d,.y-l1Bht flice. '

,~rk tll~ the l~st bonrn f~deth,
F~d6th to ehln~ no more;

Work whi1c the nl3ht ls darken1ng,
\1hcn unn'e ~ork is o'e~.




