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Drifting, Drifting, Drifting.

Dear Brethren:--

Tho Macedonian call 13 still eouncing, the cry of
tho unredeomed is still going forth, and an anpeal ror a knowl-
gggc of thf true wa{ 18 atlll raised to heaven; but the nolsc of

. on and slrife among the professed followers of Jesus
%s drownod these ories for help, and tnese unredecmed ones are
% rnking into thoir graves w1thou£ hearing the gospel in 1ts purity,
f we can geot at the root {or at legst a root) of this strifc,
Poasibly we can romove 1t and get where we can surely do more than
wo arc doing to save tho lost.

In temporal matters we are drifting much. Our ocourts, sochools,
homes, etc., have drifted much from what they were forty yewrs Ago,
and the drifting is towerd the bed in moral tnings. Howegver, 1f this
driftingwould atop in temporsl matters there Lignt be .some hape, but
it has reachod roliglon as well, the fountain from which these other
institutions are to be purified, There was & time when all denom-
inatlons excrcised church disclpline on sevil charactere 1la thelr
ridst, but very few of the popular ones will now exclude & wan, 192
matter how bad he i1s, 1f he is a "good payer". Church buildings for
Prayer have now become sntertainment halls. Aost Protestante no
longer protest against Rome, but are drifting tc her festivalse, con-
fesslonal, besds and mere outward rellglon, If Jonn Wealey were to
come back to earth today, he would not recognize the people who claim
to be hiqgf ower TheaChr &n Churcn is as far from the origl-

nal teach?fr ethodYs are f Viesley's; so far, indeeg,
that ‘ever & ABuan Catholic 15 asking, TMnat Rab become of’tie old

time Camphellitc preachoer?” The "kingdom of the clergy", .£o much de-
nounced by Alexander Campbell, 1s as Tirmpy established among the di-
grceslves as among the other denominations, and no longer do they oIy
for a "Thus saith the Lord" for thelr practices. Tne Bible college
pPeople left their principle of following the Bible only when they es-
tablished human organizations of Bible colleges, orphan homes, old
folks homee, ete., to do part of the work of the Chureh;-and they
have largely thrown their elders into the bvackground with t. 1£t§as-
Ltors whom tney gently call "settled ministers” just as the,di 1ty
years ago. Murtin Luther said that one generation is as loYg &e a
religlous revival lassts; and John Werlsy sald thet kethodlista live
pleln, econcuicel 1ives, and soon becoma rich thereby, and then drift
from thelr former piety., And thio apirit of cpostnsy has surely
tcken the movement of which we are a part,

And now we come t0 those whom we call the falthful Churecn of Christ,
To think that we could be uninfluenced by all this drifting around
us, 1s to think that the days of miracles are nct passod. I belleve
that most of the divislon and etrife among uu is due to Lhe.drifting
among the brethren. The denominations about us can put a thing to &
vote and a&ll drift a little further, but therc are still many in the
Church of Christ who are determined not to drift; and then trouble
comes, The period of great material prosperity whioh our country has
had the past few years, has made its mark upon ue, just es Wesley .
s8a1d the acquliring of riches did on kMcthodiste, It is the o%d, old
atory of anclent Ilsrael that "Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked.

It 1s well that we take an inventory of our backslidirgs that we
mey ses the real cause of the troubles in Zion todery. Somc who
ir. the past have been stirong for fighting svil through the Church
glone, have Joined themselvas to a secrot politicnl soclety to flght
the Catholiose, and churohos have bean divided bocruse proaochers lec-
tured and talhked for this suoroet sooloty., Some churches whioch have
fought battles apainat Biblo ocollosan arAd grincd victorlee, now are
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1°°5€gin8 un go much that come of thelr nrominent lesaders rre will-
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gg‘ueness" which en edltor of the dospe% Ad{oc%te denlogyﬂ &
¢ soen Joungor prefchers who were &t Tirst strong in helr ds-

nuncietions ageinst evils, come to the populnr wey of pretoching
in "general principlec”, and of telling the audlencss tnrt tney
would lesve them to mrke the anplication--a thing which the &udl-
once would not, end could not, do. I know churches whlch have lost
21l tnec mlsslonery zecl which they ever hed towerd sounding out tns
Word; end thén when one trles to stir then ug by showin§ them their
tric gonditi~q, some wrlters. will spolegizse for ther snd hinder any

'* 1 . urswurblng thelr slumbers.  Yes, brethren, there is nucn
drifting, érifting, cnd there ore so few wno’have covrrege Lo coue
out and warn the pszople. The spirit of "get tcgether” ie all riznt
on personal troubles where tnhe truth of Cod 15 not involved, bul
sueh plea 1s beling used es a pretext for loosenlag up doetrinelly
e morslly., It is the spirlt cf corpromise witin the world.

I know &*nreccher who wre once strong on elders’ belng subjecta
of dlselpline the same ns others, cnd wrote & Orsct defending the
procecure where rn elder vas tried regerdless of nls daeterminetion
not to pe trled ot all, though he hed the privilege of chooslnyg the
L{ibgn% the seme rs nis agcusers; but now tnet pregcger he.s li;t
] ’ Tg ] e, n S
hcviiﬁ txgag;_}lg,,gvgrygmgigs the tningg ne ongce PUMidee e1devs
snould be developed %o %eeﬁ bhe rlock of God, by seylng meny other
things thagxXwilke thia, "We preschers must be satisfied with NO
success that does not leesve the ELDERS, deroons, and TrRAUEBRS
better qunlified to do the mighty work whicn is intrusted to them,”
{The cepltals rre his.) And yst now he throws his tongue end Ten
ag&insp thle teaching of his, and shows thnt elders do net huve to
fved the church, ns faul commends, but they nay ntve "regulor
npreeching, c¢ither ALL his time, three-fourths,' etc., for "that
18 not deteruined in the Scriptures."” If tns resder wishes to g
the full text orf thils "Tace about! of this prominent old pre;cher,
let him send to D. A. Sommer, 918 Congress 4ve., Indirnepolls, Ind.,.,
for 1t. AB ¢ frult of thls preacher's chahge, a certain vouny
prescher cerried out this old preacher's new principles in ¢ nromi-~
n&nt”K&nSﬂs church, pushed to » vote hls nreaching tunere "all the
time", divided the cnurch, rnd ls now pastor of that ohurch; and
tnls efme 0ld nreacher whe heas made thls change has gone there e¢nd
endorsed nic work of divlslon nubliely, so that it comes out in the
éelly presa, Tnhils flip-flop of thls rged prencher hes brought much
confusion to tne brothernood. ' ‘

A certaln young preacherdrelped flght this "all tnes time” prefcnlng
system of tnls old preacher, using » certaln trect on mutuel mdifl-
catlion, and even writing one of his ovn as strong (s 1 sver wroic
einlnst tne "one men" asystern” but when he finds tnat he crn become
the "one man” nils tune changes, He sermits cnildren eslong wlth grown
vscople to vote in businsss meetings of the cnurch ag to the aeanlag
of prssages of scripture on which arc based an exclusion of memnbera
wno are nindrances to hls rule, adopting in this syaten of votlng
ont af the greateat evils in Christendom, And he runs pest the "ell
the time" prercening Christlans whom he opposed, £ll the wry to the
21ble college people, and Jjoins hands with those who hrve not only
the humen organizeations of Bible enlleges nnd otner such iastitu-

%“lona to do work of the Chureh, but have tne very pastor systen

over which 1n pert he helped divided his home congreghtion, John

says that 1f we endorse erroricts we are partrkers with thea in thelr
evll dsuds, Thils same young men sald in a privete letter to we, dufe :
ved Qot. 23, '1926, "I have much respedt for you ns A preacner of the "~
zospsl., I %elieve you to be sincere and nonest ¢nG I thnink you are
‘aterested In bullding the Church in aoccordance with the New Tes-
~ament nattern." I am sorry that I cen not sey the same of nim,

for I recerd him rs 2 treltor to his brethren who heve srcrificed

30 muen to nelp uonold the simpllelty in Carist in his home congrogh-
<ior, ond & tralior to the New Testement i1tself, Put the sad thing

‘s tnat te nhas decclved severnl souod brathren by hie micleading
gubterf.ise on the collese questinan, noldins up to thelr view & col-
lute walen nover hag and perheps nover will oxist. wany & time nove

I cakod, Wmo will he tue naxt onu. to "féoe about" spalust the Word
of God? Lo you eak, Wuy arc wo wavine so uuch trouble? llow oo we
expuot anytning 0lzo whmn 80 weny ero abemsdoe, 1o thla woy ?
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I know sn effective evengulist dho hee drified much 1n hhs bdu{-
ness effalrs, 80 thet by resson of his loosenesa in nugh he_hap
workeC. confuslon and divislon rimong shurches, and divided bretnren
end even famlilles; rnd he hac alsc used rn old pres cher to}bo]etar
himseclf up. I know of an elder who bhecana conniderﬂb¢y_ln&1ffe?-
ent to the church {going to plcture hows, stc.), EO inglfxerent in-
deed £nd worldly that his wifc towk her troubles to others; can
then when evangelilsts vent end Lried to purify the ciwrch, ¢ hiV%“
slon cocurrod, with some pruschers taning the slde of laoseness in
dlsoinline end shm others the.sicde egeinst Lb; nd Juch confuaion
he#becr bHrou,-ht among the brotiiren vecause of thls drlfting. I
know on elder in g prominent church who tugk the etand there 1s no
authority for ssteblispiny nore then ons echuren in & city, rnd Af
anythlng else ls stertcd wne Lretbran rnould 21X comu po the inother
ohurch on Lord's dry rmoraings; cnd he has werked conslderuble c?nfuu
siun over his embitlouvs picns, aorirosted aled on other wrys, ﬂho‘-
w1ll be the next onc to advoente sone Komish doetrine or Bone worla-
ly plen? Driftirg! .

Whrt eldors today (re exercising dlucipline? iost of thei penult
the cpurech to gu the wey of lenct resietence. If en evangelist
preeches otrong cpainct worldlirees, rad sone feu becombloffenﬂen
the eilders often npermit thore ‘ew tn dictnte thet tiey shall not hawe
that strong precchor amnli, ner one like nim.  When ¢ certaig church
we.s declding which of two evengclists to heve to conc o hola o neetr
ing, one of the slders sald, "Bre..3lenk will dring the wost p?OWlB
into the church, but Bro. Desh 311 do the church the st gend;
but cnother elder in that churck suli that they would hrver-no nore
strong preachning llke Dash's. 3lanlk wes the 1un thry Bedt for, &nd
thus oncned up the wey to &rift further Into vworldluress. It 1s
tlie show before the world that most are intercsted in, not real con-
veralon and real splritunlity. Drifting, ariftingl!

weny elders rre turning their work of feeding-the flocx over to
preachors., Many churcnes ars now naving preesuing helf the tine;
end some, all the time; snc in a snort wkile the full-fledged pré-
tor system will be 7irnly established, for that is exscily the Way
it came in smong thne digresslvee. Elders do not rerllze thot 1t any
goon be 1like tne following crsex of recent dotet A prenchner wWne g
pro¢ ching £1l1 the tlue for r church; one ¢f tne elders, who was &
locel preccher, decided that the nev orcer was not apestollie, rnd
triec to stop it; but sricé laperted preccher put 1t to r vots, end
votced this loecnl prercher out of the eldersalp, and tals out of the
wry. Elcers vhe will not neln us fighi thls evil £y soon unsead
theiiselves, Preccuinpg "rll the tice" nny drew for o wnile with us,
but when the newnes: wewrs owry we sholl h-ve noe .ore Interest then
the sects with their prstors. It is developient, not entertcinnent,
thet 18 golng to hold the true church together. Our drifting will
finelly lead to apiritucl decth,

Some men heve nritten erticls after srticle trying to show tart
all thu trouble in Zion 1s because the svangellsts are out of plies.
I do not annlogize for evangellsts who wAy go beyund. thelr suthorl-
ty. But it 1s the cuty of cvengeliste to renrove and rebulte nnd to
try to hold the brethren to the truth, and of course vhen they o
thie,trouble often coumse. Aaron end the Isrrslllegieire getiting
elong fine with thelr golden cnlf till geddleso.e (?) lores ap-
peerad and "geused trouble"; and Ahab £nd Jegevel wers hrving o good
time with their false prophets till Eiljah, the "troubler of Is-
reel”, omme upon the scene. So today unny churches sre doing well
in thelr own oyes till a faithful gospel preacasr Gore presch the
truth and stend behind it. There are good evrnipelists and baG cneas,
good elders and bad ones, and good unofficirl duabera and brd ones.
The trouble 18 not speclally buceuse one ¢ rtisulse ulass 1e trying
to lord it over the others, but begause there s a genescl hresk-
Gown of religion in pll glasses. I wish & conld zast ayssif to be-
lieve with some that we sre living in the 2zys of Solorian; bul
everything convinces ke that we ers 1l g Lln the dars of Jerewulch,
Let us not iumglne that gocdr-goody prenckingg et Wil tlag As guing
to ssve the ochureh from the spirit cf the worleé wilsn nas eruept into
1t. I belleve that only the strongesy kind ol priacidng and wrlting
wlll save a remnant fron goneral spuatnsy, snd that that kind of
preaching 1s golng to stir things.
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But let not the earnest snul bgeome weery with the_strifeu,\Thp
wndle. taling is nart of the greatpplan,of God, In orger to helfres
uorel rgoenta, we 1ust heve both gooc and evil placad/bafprg us ;- anc
in order to bs pralsed we must have a chengs %o resist tiie 'evll anc
focopt the good. - The history of nankind is the story gf_rcoopting
ond rejJecting the good, the-hlstory of haokalidings and refore - .
tions, Reed the history of Isreel in the wilderness, ln thu perlod
of the Judges, end L1m the nge of the kinge, when they went so far
in their sins, then God sent neturel or speclel- Judgisats upon th§n.
Through wers onc other desolntlions nls propls were hu?hled, aurved
hda o tle, Lnen began in siother generation thelr al1¢ nin of (r}rt-
ing froa God. So it hos been in.the Cinrch., One 5enerut;on fignte
for certein primciples, the next generatlen onjoys tnose princlplca
jind arifts se away froa them, snd thé third generotion kpuws VeIV
little ebout the princlnles thet thedlr grendflrthert foEgnt Yo up-
hold; end the hattle :must be fought £ll over cgrin.  "There “ub§
needs be hercsles emong vou thet thuy wiauw £re PLpruved Wy bp 1808
uenifept.” So it hrs fver buen, rnd alwrys will be, untdl the loat
battle with sin will have been fought, end cli the overeouers will
hr.ve boen grthered to thelr rest, Men wwill dhengs, but Goa 1z the
sa%? yesterdry, todey cnd forever,

Ev'ry hunen tile acy perlsh, friend to friencd unfaithful orovs;
~othors cenae thelr o'm to cherish; herv'n and errth at last reiove;
But no ghanpes oen ettend Jehovah's love,
[}rignt;

In the furnace God ney nrove the&, thence to bring thee forth nore/
But oam never cerse to love-thee: thou art or.cious in Hisdeight;
God 1o wilth thec--God thinu everlesting ligut, -

The cge of erse and indulgence hes left its blighting toueh upon
the Chureh, and the tiue for real struguling hes cone. Thia ls no
tlme for pearents to shnift theilr work of teconing thelr cnlldren in
aorels to school tercchers or Bibls cchool tenchers; nor tor :ldera
enc. otners to shift thelr work of feedlng tne church and e’lfylng
onec andother, to preschurs; nor for preachers to shift thelrs of
plenting new churches and helping weak ones, to--po ona, lenving

..phiiﬁﬂGQd'ﬁnag}ntggh§§gg~uag§ng%ﬁpor 1s 1t a tluae to coriproaise with
The WoF1d, nor for elders an HeTe T8 Resarr—thoms pronchers -who— -

are deterilned not to geoapronlss with 1t, It 1s a tine for overy
éne to by 1la hls pleoe, doing his God-apuointed work wish all hie
herrt. Drifting with the current will bring us inte the great gulf
of eternal ruin, while only plodding at the oars wWill bring uec up to
Goc. Lopd, seve us from thls plersure-liovling, culy-shirking £nd
hell-drifting age in which wec live; and hring us out »f this divialon
end strlfe, a purified and misslonery Church,

---000---

TO THOSE who have not sean before a copy of the i.acedonian Call,
I snall state that our plan is to send Lt out once in.two or three
nonths to heln stir to groater work for the Jord. The wheets with
€ clrcular letter will help to ocaten the attention of brethren, and
«Qany preachers and others are comnendlng tne plen. We rre teld tiet
¥& nre dolng good 1n helping stir brethren. The next Wo. will be
on tne rroblom of Saving the Young People, o grectly neglected
oroblem yet a most important ons. I heve been rsked deveral tlaes
wny I did not print in tract form the articlecs I urots on tnis sul-
Jeet aevaral yerrs agé in the Review. Tha nert No. will desl with
that subject, and will be printed in treet fom, This traci chnuld

g9 Into avery hone of the Churc: of Cnrist, Will you help pus
it there? I pu dénating nrecilcnily ril By work, wnich runs into
deys and even weeks; will you help pay for the neterial? rlte
Me how many of the tracts you will nceed for frec Clstributlon, or

send me the nones end sddreeses, whiecn I will like botter, But

& bundlc teken to the neeting nouse may scconplish groat good in

ewxakenling sleening purents that sec not the dangers that bezet
their chnlldren, Send to D. A. Sommer, 918 Congruss Ave., In-
dlancpolis, Ind. -t s T - T T )

%ﬁ— ?,,m/..,"?m.ud-rm' imn. Cadd 5o e o,
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- ' Indianapolis, Ind., April 18, '27,
918 Congross Ave.

Doar Ghristian Friend:--
o We 'are enaloslng No. 4 of the Hace-

donian Call.in this envelope., GConsider it carefully, for it deals
with a very vital subjeot--DRIFTING, Wherd you have finlshed

rzading it, ask yourself the question, Am I hindering the salva-
tlon of souls by drifting in dootrine or morlas or 2eal?

I wiah to thank the brethren for sending in money for a tent;

‘but after we wrote that appeal we found an unused tent in-Illl-

nois, which has since been turned over to me, The money sent .
hes boon disnosed of a&s the donors have sinck dilotated., I have
two tent moetings booked for this summer, and another mission
mooting with a new church, . :

Ie your home church preparing for greater work for the Lord?
How many of the members can eit down with an open Blble and tell.
an outsider what to do tc be saved, and give him book, ocnapter
and verse? I 4o not belleve that bne out of twenty-five membersa
in the average church of Christ can do that. I heve trie%vii in
dozens of pleces, and that is my decision. How would you llke to
have a week or two of Bible drill this fall or winter? Why not
make arrangements now? It is just as important to get members
into the work as to get them lnto the Church,

I Jjuet recelved the following in today's ueil, "Fould you pleass
send me a copy of your poem, 'Thy the Church is not Converting
the World'? think it the best thing I ever read on the sub-
Ject. I just got through preaching a sermon like that last
night at this place and they tell me that it wes the hest thing
they ever heard, I only wish that more prerchers had the cour-
age to tell the brethren their shortoomings, eto. So far we
have had flfteen additions and I surely told them thelr duty
BEFORE they came in, The churches have too many of these half-

ked 'Christiana' ", I don't know whether thils brother thought

at I wrote the poem, which I did not. We have some of these
poems left, Bend for ee many as you ocan usu. They are frue,

Here 18 what & few more think of the plan of the ..acedonian
Call: "Am sure the plan is a 500G one, and em willing to help ell
I can. " (Bupt. of County Schools.) "I endorse the plan and

trust that much good will be done." (Arkanses preacher.) " I
Like that way of arousing sleepy Christisns fine, The lagt one
on 'At Ease in Zion', was so good." "No. 3 re:ched ne, ana I

roalize all too well that though it 1s sad it 1s true,” (lleb.)
The good seriptural teaching of the ~scedonian Call is ncedusd

in mdny places.” (Oh¥o.) '"Have resd the excellent and timely

ke C." (Pa.) "We think the wacedonian Call fine, and read thenm

end pass them on." (Ind.) "We all think the wnoedonian Crll plan

a good one." (Ill.) "This soems to mo to be one of the best
issues) (No. 3,) It will surely take effect on some, 1f thelr

minds are not hardenod throush the evil practlees of the world.,"



"It's finel Just whet we necd." (Colorado reacher.) "I am one
" to enocourage this good work rlong." (ariz. four letter (i. C.)
18 to the point. Will assist you in whatever way I can." (Far
weatern preacher.) "Thanks you for a copy af the lsst No. of
we C, whioh I oonsider the hest sheet which has rerched my desk
«l'oe many a day." (wiassourt preacher.) "Ensiosed find ¢3 for
vome ooples, and £ small bundle of tho wonderful posn, 'The _
Chureh end the Worla' ", (Premcher.) YI looked them over re-
peatedly, and handed them to people who were anxious to get
them. cy are fine." >

Bro. L. E. Ketcherside of Bonne Terrse, wo., has bought a du-
2lloating maohine on time, rnd 1s printing traots to try to stir
the brothren to greater missionary work, et the_churcheg in
Miasouri help him pey for the machins end the materia}.' de 18
donating his work, Instend of discourepging every soripturrl
offort to stir the brothren and rdvanse tha gosnul, except that
which 18 undcr our oontrol, as some ure doing, '7e should encourage
suchx efforts. A preaching brother told mv £ fow deys ago
that ho visited r certain church which was being stisrred to
grorter misslonary work through the lacedonian Cell, Send me the
nrmes end padresses of gll the' redlabxle aenbers in your church,
end lot ue Bee mhat we gen §o. Every llttle counts. Remeubsr,
1f you leave the work of the Lord to the "other fellow”", he is
probably doing the seme to you, &nd thet is one of tiie cruses
of the indifference pmong the brethren. '

If every Christian were just 1like me,
Whet kind of e Church would Christ's Church be?

God does not anprove a course of conduct whien if orrried out Ey
other Christians would destroy his Church. "Exemine yourselves',
brethren, before tho Lord examines you and finds you "wanting".

Work for the night is coming,
Under the sunset skies;
Wnile their bright tints eare glowing;
work, for dnv-light flics.
-MOrk till the lest bhean frdeth,
Fadeth to shine no more;
Work while the night is derkening,
‘Then uen's work 1s o'gr. -

Yours for the advenoement of the Kingdoem,

15 Ay Lo SClh Tha Biliieon.., we ml ot





